Irish   Texts   Society 


N 


corriAnn    da    sjnibeAnn 
SAGDilse. 


^'0^ 


\^ 


Vol.    XVI 

[19  14.] 


78 

I3U.1 
II 


}^ltrif)^vi>^^  AJ^A^ic^  fh<£c^'v  ^^Ay>  y^iff-^^d^f^^ 

Amf^i  Mitprj   j4»fjAh^    t"'iStfn4f,xi^ryk3fi'pA^''j^.Afft' 
^fiif?-  ,lDafi  f|i^<?  H^)  ^ui  ^tft^^  ;^^f^^^^^^  T¥-* 


Page  of  Life  of  Declan,  MS.  4190-4200,  Royal  (Burgundian)  Library, 

Brussels. 
[Handwriting  of  Brother  Michael  O'Clery.] 


Life  of 
St.    Declan   of   Ardmore, 

(Edited  from  MS.  in  Bibliotheque  Royale.  Brussels). 


AND 


Life  of 
St.  Mochuda  of  Lismore, 

(Edited  from  MS.  in  Library  of  Royal  Irish  Academy). 

With   introduction.  Translation,  and   notes, 


BY 

Rev.    p.    Power,    m.r.i.a. 

University    College.    Cork. 


London : 

Irish  Texts  Society.  20,  Hanover  Square.  W., 

David  Nutt.  17,  Grape  Street,  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C. 

&c. 

1914. 


PREFACE 


It  is  solely  the  liistoncal  aspect  and  worth  of  the  two  tracts  herewith 
presented  that  appealed  to  their  editor  and  first  suggested  to  him 
their  preparation  for  publication.  Had  preparation  in  question 
depended  for  its  motive  merely  on  considerations  of  the  texts' 
philologic  interest  or  value  it  would,  to  speak  frankly,  never  have 
been  undertaken.  The  editor,  who  disclaims  qualification  as  a 
philologist,  regards  these  Lives  as  very  valuable  historical  material, 
publication  of  which  may  serve  to  light  up  some  dark  corners  of 
our  Celtic  ecclesiastical  past.  He  is  egotist  enough  to  hope  that 
the  present '* blazing  of  the  track,"  inadequate  and  feeble  though 
it  be,  may  induce  other  and  better  equipped  explorers  to  follow. 

The  present  editor  was  studying  the  Life  of  Declan  for  quite 
another  purpose  when,  some  years  since,  the  zealous  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Irish  Texts  Society  suggested  to  him  publication  of  the  tract 
in  its  present  form,  and  addition  of  the  Life  of  Carthach.  What- 
ever credit  therefore  is  due  to  originating  this  work  is  Miss  Hull's, 
and  her's  alone. 

The  editor's  best  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  most  grate- 
fully tendered,  to  Rev.  M.  Sheehan,  D.D.,  D.Ph.,  Rev.  Paul 
Walsh,  Rev.  J.  MacErlhean,  S.J.,  M.A.,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  R. 
O 'Foley,  who,  at  much  expense  of  time  and  labour,  have  carefully 
read  the  proofs,  and,  with  unselfish  prodigality  of  their  scholarly 
resources,  have  made  many  valuable  suggestions  and  corrections. 

P.P. 
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Page  3,  line  21  ;  insert  "six"  after  "twenty." 

7,    ,,       8;  for  "victorious"  read  "poisonous." 
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"when  their  followers  threatened  to  separate 

them  by  force  if  they  did  not  go." 

for  '\\\\"  read  "^n." 

for  "may"  read  "will." 

for  "round  about"  read  "under  tribute  to  him." 

for  "thence"  read  "from  him." 

27;  after  "and"  insert   "she"   and  for  "its"   read 

"her." 

for  "  iniot\buile,"  read  "  mio|Abtiile." 

for  "to  a  woman,"  read  "as  a  woman's  bride- 
price." 

for  "touched  her"  read  "did  injury  to  anyone." 

for  "  fin  "  read  "  |\in." 
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23  ;  for  "the  passage  of  the"  read  "foot-passengers  or." 

There  are  perhaps  half-a-dozen  additional  very  obvious  printer's 
errors  which  the  ordinary  reader  can  correct  for  himself. 
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INTRODUCTION 


L— GENERAL. 

A  MOST  distinctive  class  of  ancient  Irish  literature,  and  probably 
the  class  that  is  least  popularly  familiar,  is  the  hagiographical. 
It  is,  the  present  writer  ventures  to  submit,  as  valuable  as  it  is 
distinctive  and  as  well  worthy  of  study  as  it  is  neglected.  While 
annals,  tales  and  poetry  have  found  editors  the  Lives  of  Irish 
Saints  have  remained  largely  a  mine  unworked.  Into  the  causes 
of  this  strange  neglect  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  present  intro- 
duction to  enter.  Suffice  it  to  glance  in  passing  at  one  of  the 
reasons  which  has  been  alleged  in  explanation,  scil.  : — that  the 
"Lives"  are  uncritical  and  romantic,  that  they  abound  in  wild 
legends,  chronological  impossibilities  and  all  sorts  of  incredible 
stories,  and,  finally,  that  miracles  are  multiplied  till  the  miracu- 
lous becomes  the  ordinary,  and  that  marvels  are  magnified 
till  the  narrative  borders  on  the  ludicrous.  The  Saint  as  he  is 
sketched  is  sometimes  a  positively  repulsive  being — arrogant, 
venomous,  and  cruel ;  he  demands  two  eyes  or  more  for  one,  and, 
pucklike,  fairly  revels  in  mischief  !  As  painted  he  is  in  fact  more 
a  pagan  deity  than  a  Christian  man. 

The  foregoing  charges  may,  or  must,  be  admitted  partiallj^ 
or  in  full,  but  such  admission  implies  no  denial  of  the  historical 
value  of  the  Lives.  All  archaic  literature,  be  it  remembered,  is 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  uncritical,  and  it  must  be  read  in  the 
light  of  the  writer's  times  and  surroundings.  That  imagination 
should  sometimes  run  riot  and  the  pen  be  carried  beyond  the 
boundary  line  of  the  strictly  literal  is  perhaps  nothing  much  to 
be  marvelled  at  in  the  case  of  the  supernatural  minded  Celt  with 
religion  for  his  theme.  Did  the  scribe  believe  what  he  wrote 
when  he  recounted  the  multiplied  marvels  of  his  holy  patron's 
life  ?  Doubtless  he  did — and  why  not !  To  the  unsophisticated 
monastic  and  mediaeval  mind,  as  to  the  mind  of  primitive  man, 
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the  marvellous  and  supernatural  is  almost  as  real  and  near  as 
the  commonplace  and  natural.  If  anyone  doubts  this  let  him 
study  the  mind  of  the  modern  Irish  peasant ;  let  him  get  beneath 
its  surface  and  inside  its  guardian  ring  of  shrinking  reserve  ;  there 
he  will  find  the  same  material  exactly  as  composed  the  mind  of 
the  tenth  century  biographers  of  Declan  and  Mochuda.  Dreamers 
and  visionaries  were  of  as  frequent  occurrence  in  Erin  of  ages  ago 
as  they  are  to-day.  Then  as  now  the  supernatural  and  marvellous 
had  a  wondrous  fascination  for  the  Celtic  mind.  Sometimes  the 
attraction  becomes  so  strong  as  seemingly  to  overbalance  the 
faculty  of  distinguishing  fact  from  fancy.  Of  St.  Bridget  we  are 
gravety  told  that  to  dry  her  wet  cloak  she  hung  it  out  on  a  sun- 
beam !  Another  Saint  sailed  away  to  a  foreign  land  on  a  sod 
from  his  native  hillside  !  More  than  once  we  find  a  flagstone 
turned  into  a  raft  to  bear  a  missionary  band  beyond  the  seas ! 
St.  Fursey  exchanged  diseases  with  his  friend  Magnentius,  and, 
stranger  still,  the  exchange  was  arranged  and  effected  by  correspond- 
ence !  To  the  saints  moreover  are  ascribed  lives  of  incredible 
duration — to  Mochta,  Ibar,  Seachnal,  and  Brendan,  for  instance, 
three  hundred  years  each  ;  St.  Mochaemog  is  credited  with  a  life 
of  four  hundred  and  thirteen  years,  and  so  on  ! 

Clan,  or  tribe,  rivahy  was  doubtless  one  of  the  things  which  made 
for  the  invention  and  multiplication  of  miracles.  If  the  patron  of 
the  Decies  is  credited  with  a  miracle,  the  tribesmen  of  Ossory  must 
go  one  better  and  attribute  to  their  tribal  saint  a  marvel  more 
striking  still.  The  hagiographers  of  Decies  retort  for  their  patron 
by  a  claim  of  yet  another  miracle  and  so  on.  It  is  to  be  feared 
too  that  occasionally  a  less  worthy  motive  than  tribal  honour 
prompted  the  imagination  of  our  Irish  hagiographers — the  desire 
to  exploit  the  saint  and  his  honour  for  worldly  gain. 

The  "  Lives"  of  the  Irish  Saints  contain  an  immense  quantity  of 
material  of  first  rate  importance  for  the  historian  of  the  Celtic 
church.  Underneath  the  later  concoction  of  fable  is  a  solid  sub- 
stratum of  fact  which  no  serious  student  can  ignore.  Even  where 
the  narrative  is  otherwise  plainly  myth  or  fiction  it  sheds  many  a 
useful  sidelight  on  ancient  manners,  customs  and  laws  as  well  as 
on  the  curious  and  often  intricate  operations  of  the  Celtic  mind. 
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By  "Lives"  are  here  meant  the  old  MS.  biographies  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  ages  before  the  invention  ot  printing. 
Sometimes  these  "Lives"  are  styled  ''Acts."  Generally  we  have 
only  one  standard  "Life"  of  a  saint  and  of  this  there  are  usually 
several  copies,  scattered  in  various  libraries  and  collections. 
Occasionally  a  second  Life  is  found  differing  essentially  from  the 
lirst,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  different  copies  are  only  recensions  of  a  single 
original.  Some  of  the  MSS.  are  parchment  but  the  majority  are 
in  paper  ;  some  Lives  again  are  merely  fragments  and  no  doubt 
scores  if  not  hundreds  of  others  have  been  entirely  lost.  Of  many 
hundreds  of  our  Irish  saints  we  have  only  the  meagre  details  supplied 
by  the  martyrologies,  with  perhaps  occasional  references  to  them 
in  the  Lives  of  other  saints.  Again,  finally,  the  memory  of 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  saints  additional  survives  only  in  place 
names  or  is  entirely  lost. 

There  still  survive  probably  over  a  hundred  "  Lives" — possibly 
one  hundred  and  fifty ;  this,  however,  does  not  imply  that  therefore 
we  have  Lives  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  saints, 
for  many  of  the  saints  whose  Acts  survive  have  really  two  sets 
of  the  latter — one  in  Latin  and  the  other  in  Irish  ;  moreover,  of 
a  few  of  the  Latin  Lives  and  of  a  larger  number  of  the  Irish 
Lives  we  have  two  or  more  recensions.  There  are,  for  instance, 
three  independent  Lives  of  St.  Mochuda  and  one  of  these  is  in 
two  recensions. 

The  surviving  Lives  naturally  divide  themselves  into  two 
great  classes— the  Latin  Lives  and  the  Irish, — ^written  in  Latin 
and  Irish  respectively.  We  have  a  Latin  Life  only  of  some  saints, 
an  Irish  Life  only  of  others,  and  of  others  again  we  have  a  Latin 
Life  and  an  Irish.  It  may  be  necessary  to  add  that  Acts  which 
have  been  translated  into  Latin  by  Colgan  or  the  Bollandists  do 
not  of  course  rank  as  Latin  Lives.  Whether  the  Latin  Lives  proper 
are  free  translations  of  the  Irish  Lives  or  the  Irish  Lives  translations 
of  Latin  originals  remains  still,  to  a  large  extent,  an  open  question. 
Plummer  {"Vitae  SSm.  Hih.,"  Introd.)  seems  to  favour  the  Latin 
Lives  as  the  originals.  His  reasoning  here  however  leaves  one 
rather  unconvinced.  This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  the  matter 
at  length,  but  a  new  bit  of  evidence  which  makes  against  the  theory 
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of  Latin  originals  may  be  quoted  ;  it  is  furnished  by  the  well  known 
collection  of  Latin  Lives  known  as  the  Codex  Salmanticensis,  to 
which  are  appended  brief  marginal  notes  in  mixed  middle  Irish 
and  Latin.  One  such  note  to  the  Life  of  St.  Cuangus  of  Lismore 
(recte  Liathmore)  requests  a  prayer  for  him  who  has  translated  the 
Life  out  of  Irish  into  Latin.  If  one  of  the  Lives,  and  this  a  typical 
or  characteristic  Life,  be  a  translation,  we  may  perhaps  assume 
that  the  others,  or  most  of  them,  are  translations  also.  In  any 
case  we  may  assume  as  certain  that  there  were  original  Irish 
materials  or  data  from  which  the  formal  Lives  (Irish  or  Latin) 
were  compiled. 

The  Latin  Lives  are  contained  mainly  in  four  great  collections. 
The  first  and  probably  the  most  important  of  these  is  in  the  Royal 
Library  at  Brussels,  included  chiefly  in  a  large  MS.  known  as 
Codex  Salmanticensis  from  the  fact  that  it  belonged  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  to  the  Irish  College  of  Salamanca.  The  second 
collection  is  in  Marsh's  Library,  Dublin,  and  the  third  in  Trinity 
College  Library.  The  two  latter  may  for  practical  purposes  be 
regarded  as  one,  for  they  are  sister  MSS. — copied  from  the  same 
original.  The  Marsh's  Library  collection  is  almost  certainly,  teste 
Plummer,  the  document  referred  to  by  Colgan  as  Codex  Kilken- 
niensis  and  it  is  quite  certainly  the  Codex  Ardmachanus  of  Fleming. 
The  fourth  collection  (or  the  third,  if  we  take  as  one  the  two  last 
mentioned,)  is  in  the  Bodleian  at  Oxford  amongst  what  are  known 
as  the  Rawlinson  MSS.  Of  minor  importance,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  are  the  collections  in  the  Franciscan  Library,  Merchants' 
Quay,  Dublin,  and  in  Maynooth  College  respectively.  The  first  of 
the  enumerated  collections  was  published  in  extenso,  about 
twenty-five  years  since,  by  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  while  recently 
the  gist  of  all  the  Latin  collections  has  been  edited  with  rare  scholar- 
ship by  Rev.  Charles  Plummer  of  Oxford.  Incidentally  may  be 
noted  the  one  defect  in  Mr.  Plummer's  great  work — its  author's 
almost  irritating  insistence  on  pagan  origins,  nature  myths,  and 
heathen  survivals.  Besides  the  Marquis  of  Bute  and  Plummer, 
Colgan  and  the  Bollandists  have  published  some  Latin  Lives,  and 
a  few  isolated  "Lives"  have  been  published  from  time  to  time 
by  other  more  or  less  competent  editors. 
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The  Irish  Lives,  though  more  numerous  than  the  Latin,  are 
less  accessible.  The  chief  repertorium  of  the  former  is  the  Bur- 
gundian  or  Royal  Library,  Brussels.  The  MS.  collection  at  Brussels 
appears  to  have  originally  belonged  to  the  Irish  Franciscans  of 
Louvain  and  much  of  it  is  in  the  well-known  handwriting  of 
Michael  O'Clery.  There  are  also  several  collections  of  Irish  Lives 
in  Ireland— in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  for  instance,  and  Trinit}' 
College  Libraries.  Finally,  there  are  a  few  Irish  Lives  at  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  in  the  British  Museum,  Marsh's  Librar}^  &c.,  and  in 
addition  there  are  many  Lives  in  private  hands.  In  this  connection 
it  can  be  no  harm,  and  may  do  some  good,  to  note  that  an  ap- 
parently brisk,  if  unpatriotic,  trade  in  Irish  MSS.  (including  of 
course  "Lives"  of  Saints)  is  carried  on  with  the  United  States. 
Wealthy,  but  often  ignorant,  Irish- Americans,  who  are  unable  to 
read  them,  are  making  collections  of  Irish  MSS.  and  rare  Irish 
books,  to  Ireland's  loss.  Some  Irish  MSS.  too,  including  Lives 
of  Saints,  have  been  carried  away  as  mementoes  of  the  old  land  b}^ 
departing  emigrants. 

The  date  or  period  at  which  the  Lives  (Latin  and  Irish) 
were  written  is  manifestty,  for  half  a  dozen  good  reasons,  a 
question  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  student  of  the  subject. 
Alas,  that  the  question  has  to  some  extent  successfully  defied 
quite  satisfactory  solution.  We  can,  so  far,  only  conjecture — 
though  the  probabilities  seem  strong  and  the  grounds  solid.  The 
probabihties  are  that  the  Latin  Lives  date  as  a  rule  from  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  centuries,  when  they  were  put  into  something  like 
their  present  form  for  reading  (perhaps  in  the  refectory)  in  the 
great  religious  houses.  They  were  copied  and  re-copied  during  the 
succeeding  centuries  and  the  scribes  according  to  their  knowledge, 
devotion  or  caprice  made  various  additions,  subtractions  and 
occasional  multiplications.  The  Irish  Lives  are  almost  certainly 
of  a  somewhat  earlier  date  than  the  Latin  and  are  based  partly 
(i.e.  as  regards  the  bulk  of  the  miracles)  on  local  tradition,  and 
partly  {i.e.  as  regards  the  purely  historical  element)  on  the  authority 
of  written  materials.  They  too  were,  no  doubt,  copied  and  inter- 
polated much  as  were  the  Latin  Lives.  The  present  copies  of  Irisli 
Lives  date  as  a  rule  from  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries 
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only,  and  the  fact  that  the  Latin  and  the  Irish  Life  (where  theie 
is  this  double  biography)  sometimes  agree  very  perfectly  may 
indicate  that  the  Latin  translation  or  Life  is  very  late. 

The  chief  published  collections  of  Irish  Saints'  Lives  may  be 
set  down  as  seven,  scil.  : — ^five  in  Latin  and  one  each  in  Irish  and 
English.  The  Latin  collections  are  the  BoUandists',  Colgan's, 
Messingham's,  Fleming's,  and  Plummer's  ;  the  Irish  collection  is 
Stokes'  {"Lives  of  Saints  from  the  Book  of  Lismore")  and  the  English 
is  of  course  O'Hanlon's. 

Most  striking,  probably,  of  the  characteristics  of  the  "Lives" 
is  their  very  evident  effort  to  exalt  and  glorify  the  saint  at  any 
cost.  With  this  end  of  glorification  in  view  the  hagiographer  is 
prepared  to  swallow  everything  and  record  anything.  He  has,  in 
fact,  no  critical  sense  and  possibly  he  would  regard  possession  of 
such  a  sense  as  rather  an  evil  thing  and  use  of  it  as  irreverent. 
He  does  not,  as  a  consequence,  succeed  in  presenting  us  with 
a  verj^  life-like  or  convincing  portrait  of  either  the  man  or  the 
saint.  Indeed  the  saint,  as  drawn  in  the  Lives,  is,  as  already 
hinted,  a  very  unsaintlike  individual — almost  as  ready  to  curse 
as  to  pra}'^  and  certainly  very  much  more  likely  to  smite  the 
aggressor  than  to  present  to  him  the  other  cheek.  In  the  text 
we  shall  see  St.  Mochuda,  whose  Life  is  a  specially  sane  piece  of 
work,  cursing  on  the  same  occasion,  first.  King  Blathmac  and  the 
Prince  of  Cluain,  then,  the  rich  man  Cronan  who  sympathised 
with  the  eviction,  next  an  individual  named  Dubhsulach  who 
winked  insolently  at  him,  and  finally  the  people  of  St.  Columba's 
holy  city  of  Durrow  who  had  stirred  up  hostile  feeling  against  him. 
Even  gentle  female  saints  can  hurl  an  imprecation  too.  St.  Lais- 
rech,  for  instance,  condemned  the  lands  of  those  who  refused  her 
tribute,  to — nettles,  elder  shrub,  and  corncrakes  !  It  is  pretty 
plain  that  the  compilers  of  the  lives  had  some  prerogatives,  claims 
or  rights  to  uphold — ^hence  this  frequent  insistence  on  the  evil  of 
resisting  the  Saint  and  presumably  his  successors. 

One  characteristic  of  the  Irish  ascetics  appears  very  clear 
through  all  the  exaggeration  and  all  the  biographical  absurdity  ; 
it  is  their  spirit  of  intense  mortification.  To  understand  this  we 
have  only  to  study  one  of  the  ancient  Irish  Monastic  Rules  or  one 
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of  the  Irish  Penitentials  as  edited  by  D'Achery  {"Spicilegium")  or 
Wasserschleben  ("Irische  Kanonensammerlung").  Severest  fasting, 
unquestioning  obedience  and  perpetual  self  renunciation  were 
inculcated  by  the  Rules  and  we  have  ample  evidence  that  thej^ 
were  observed  with  extraordinary  fidelity.  The  Rule  of  Maelruin 
absolutely  forbade  the  use  of  meat  or  of  beer.  Such  a  prohibition 
a  thousand  years  ago  was  an  immensely  more  grevious  thing 
than  it  would  sound  to-day.  Wheaten  bread  might  partiall}^ 
supply  the  place  of  meat  to-day,  but  meat  was  easier  to  procure 
than  bread  in  the  eighth  century.  Again,  a  thousand  years  ago, 
tea  or  coffee  there  was  none  and  even  milk  was  often  difficult  or 
impossible  to  procure  in  winter.  So  severe  in  fact  was  the  fast 
that  religious  sometimes  died  of  it.  Bread  and  water  being  found 
insufficient  to  sustain  life  and  health,  gruel  was  substituted  in 
some  monasteries  and  of  this  monastic  gruel  there  were  three 
varieties: — (a)  "gruel  upon  water"  in  which  the  liquid  was  so 
thick  that  the  meal  reached  the  surface,  (b)  "gruel  between  two 
waters"  in  which  the  meal,  while  it  did  not  rise  to  the  surface,  did 
not  quite  fall  to  the  bottom,  and  (c)  "gruel  under  water"  which 
was  so  weak  and  so  badly  boiled  that  the  meal  easily  fell  to  the 
bottom.  In  the  case  of  penitents  the  first  brand  of  gruel  was 
prescribed  for  light  offences,  the  second  kind  for  sins  of  ordinary 
gravity,  and  the  "gruel  under  water"  for  extraordinary  crimes  {vid. 
Messrs.  Gwynne  and  Purton  on  the  Rule  of  Maelruin,  &c.)  The 
most  implicit,  exact  and  prompt  obedience  was  prescribed  and 
observed.  An  overseer  of  Mochuda's  monastery  at  Rahen  had 
occasion  to  order  by  name  a  young  monk  called  Colman  to  do 
something  which  involved  his  wading  into  a  river.  Instantfy 
a  dozen  Colmans  plunged  into  the  water.  Instances  of  extraordin- 
ary penance  abound,  beside  which  the  austerities  of  Simon  Stylites 
almost  pale.  The  Irish  saints'  love  of  solitude  was  also  a  very 
marked  characteristic.  Desert  places  and  solitary  islands  of  the 
ocean  possessed  an  apparently  wonderful  fascination  for  them. 
The  more  inaccessible  or  forbidding  the  island  the  more  it  was  in 
request  as  a  penitential  retreat.  There  is  hardly  one  of  the  hundred 
islands  around  the  Irish  coast  which,  one  time  or  another,  did  not 
harbour  some  saint  or  solitary  upon  its  rocky  bosom. 
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The  testimony  of  the  "Lives"  to  the  saints'  love  and  practice 
of  prayer  is  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  more  trustworthy  docu- 
ments. Besides  private  prayers,  the  whole  psalter  seems  to  have 
been  recited  each  day,  in  three  parts  of  fif  t}^  psalms  each.  In  addition, 
an  immense  number  of  Pater  Nosters  was  prescribed.  The  office 
and  prayers  were  generally  pretty  liberally  interspersed  with 
genuflexions  or  prostrations,  of  which  a  certain  anchorite  performed 
as  many  as  seven  hundred  daily.  Another  penitential  action 
which  accompanied  prayer  was  the  cros-fignl.  This  was  an  ex- 
tension of  the  arms  in  the  shape  of  a  cross  ;  if  anyone  wants  to 
know  how  difficult  a  practice  this  is  let  him  try  it  for,  say,  fifteen 
minutes.  Regarding  recitation  of  the  Divine  Office  it  was  of 
counsel,  and  probably  of  precept,  that  it  should  not  be  from  memory 
merely,  but  that  the  psalms  should  all  be  read.  For  this  a  good 
reason  was  given  by  Maelruin,  i.e.  that  the  recitation  might  engage 
the  eye  as  well  as  the  tongue  and  thought.  An  Irish  homily  refers 
to  the  mortification  of  the  saints  and  religious  of  the  time  as 
martyrdom,  of  which  it  distinguishes  three  kinds — red,  white, 
and  blue.  Red  martyrdom  was  death  for  the  faith  ;  white  martyr- 
dom was  the  discipline  of  fasting,  labour  and  bodily  austerities, 
while  blue  martyrdom  was  abnegation  of  the  will  and  heartfelt 
sorrow  for  sin. 

One  of  the  puzzles  of  Irish  hagiology  is  the  great  age  attributed 
to  certain  saints — periods  of  two  hundred,  three  hundred,  and  even 
four  hundred  years.  Did  the  original  compilers  of  the  Life  intend 
this  ?  Whatever  the  full  explanation  be  the  writers  of  the  Lives 
were  clearly  animated  by  a  desire  to  make  their  saint  cotemporary 
and,  if  possible,  a  disciple,  of  one  or  other  of  the  great  monastic 
founders,  or  at  any  rate  to  prove  him  a  pupil  of  one  of  the  great  schools 
of  Erin.  There  was  special  anxiety  to  connect  the  saint  with 
Bangor  or  Clonard.  To  effect  the  connection  in  question  it  was 
sometimes  necessary  to  carry  the  life  backwards,  at  other  times  to 
carry  it  forwards,  and  occasionally  to  lengthen  it  both  backwards 
and  forwards.  Dr.  Chas.  O'Connor  gives  a  not  very  convincing 
explanation  of  the  three-hundred-year  "Lives,"  scil.  : — that  the 
saint  lived  in  three  centuries — during  the  whole  of  one  century 
and  in  the  end  and  beginning  respectively  of  the  preceding  and 


Introduction.  xv. 

succeeding  centuries.  This  explanation,  even  if  satisfactory  for 
the  three-hundred-year  Lives,  would  not  help  at  all  towards  the 
Lives  of  four  hundred  years.  A  common  explanation  is  that 
the  scribe  mistook  numerals  in  the  MS.  before  him  and  wrote  the 
wrong  figures.  There  is  no  doubt  that  copying  is  a  fruitful  source 
of  error  as  regards  numerals.  It  is  much  more  easy  to  make  a 
mistake  in  a  numeral  than  in  a  letter  ;  the  context  will  enable  one 
to  correct  the  letter,  while  it  will  give  him  no  clue  as  regards  a 
numeral.  On  the  subject  of  the  alleged  longevity  of  Irish  Saints 
Anscombe  has  recently  been  elaborating  in  Eriu  a  new  and  very 
ingenious  theory.  Somewhat  unfortunately  the  author  happens 
to  be  a  rather  frequent  propounder  of  ingenious  theories.  His 
explanation  is  briefly — the  use  and  confusion  of  different  systems 
of  chronology.  He  alleges  that  the  original  writers  used  what 
is  called  the  Diocletian  Era  or  the  "Era  of  the  Martyrs"  as  the 
terminus  a  quo  of  their  chronological  system  and,  in  support  of  his 
position,  he  adduces  the  fact  that  this,  which  was  the  most  ancient 
of  all  ecclesiastical  eras,  was  the  era  used  by  the  schismatics  in 
Britain  and  that  it  was  introduced  by  St.  Patrick. 

As  against  the  contradictions,  anachronisms  and  extravagances 
of  the  Lives  we  have  to  put  the  fact  that  generally  speaking 
the  latter  corroborate  one  another,  and  that  they  receive  extern 
corroboration  from  the  annals.  Such  disagreements  as  occur  are 
only  what  one  would  expect  to  find  in  documents  dealing  with 
times  so  remote.  To  the  credit  side  too  must  go  the  fact  that 
references  to  Celtic  geography  and  to  local  history  are  all  as  a  rule 
accurate.  Of  continental  geography  and  history  however  the 
writersjfof  the  Lives  show  much  ignorance,  but  scarcely  quite 
as  much  as  the  corresponding  ignorance  shown  by  Continental 
writers  about  Ireland. 

The  missionary  methods  of  the  early  Irish  Church  and  its 
monastic  or  semi-monastic  system  are  frequently  referred  to  as 
peculiar,  if  not  unique.  A  missionary  system  more  or  less  similar 
must  however  have  prevailed  generally  in  that  age.  What  other 
system  could  have  been  nearly  as  successful  amongst  a  pagan 
people  circumstanced  as  the  Irish  were  ?  The  community  system 
alone  afforded  the  necessary  mutual  encouragement  and  protection 
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to  the  missionaries.  Each  monastic  station  became  a  base  of 
operations.  The  numerous  diminutive  dioceses,  quasi-dioceses,  or 
tribal  churches,  were  little  more  than  extensive  parishes  and  the 
missionary  bishops  were  little  more  in  jurisdiction  than  glorified 
parish  priests.  The  bishop's  muintir,  that  is  the  members  of  his 
household,  were  his  assistant  clergy.  Having  converted  the 
chieftain  or  head  of  the  tribe  the  missionary  had  but  to  instruct 
and  baptise  the  tribesmen  and  to  erect  churches  for  them.  Land 
and  materials  for  the  church  were  provided  by  the  Clan  or  the 
Clan's  head,  and  lands  for  support  of  the  missioner  or  of  the 
missionary  community  were  allotted  just  as  they  had  been  pre- 
viously allotted  to  the  pagan  priesthood  ;  in  fact  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  the  lands  of  the  pagan  priests  became  in  many 
cases,  the  endowment  of  the  Christian  establishment.  It  is  not 
necessary,  by  the  way,  to  assume  that  the  Church  in  Ireland  as 
Patrick  left  it,  was  formally  monastic.  The  clergy  lived  in  com- 
munity, it  is  true,  but  it  was  under  a  somewhat  elastic  rule,  which 
was  really  rather  a  series  of  Christian  and  Religious  counsels.  A 
more  formal  monasticism  had  developed  by  the  time  of  Mochuda  , 
this  was  evidently  influenced  by  the  spread  of  St.  Benedict's  Rule, 
as  Patrick's  quasi-monasticism,  nearly  two  centuries  previously, 
had  been  influenced  by  Pachomius  and  St.  Basil,  through  Lerins. 
The  real  peculiarity  in  Ireland  was  that  when  the  community- 
missionary-system  was  no  longer  necessary  it  was  not  abandoned 
as  in  other  lands  but  was  rather  developed  and  emphasised. 


II.— ST.   DECLAN. 

"  If  thou  hast  the  right,  O  Erin,  to  a  champion  of  battle  to  aid  thee  thou 
hast  the  head  of  a  hundred  thousand,  Declan  of  Ardmore"  (Martyrology  of 
Oengus). 

Five  miles  or  less  to  the  east  of  Youghal  Harbour,  on  the 
southern  Irish  coast,  a  short,  rocky  and  rather  elevated  promontory 
juts,  with  a  south-easterly  trend,  into  the  ocean.  Maps  and 
admiralty  charts  call  it  Ram  Head,  but  the  real  name  is  Ceann-a- 
Rama  and  popularly  it  is  often  styled  Ardmore  Head.    The  material 
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of  this  inhospitable  coast  is  a  hard  metamorphic  schist  which  bids 
defiance  to  time  and  weather.  Landwards  the  shore  curves  in 
clay  cliffs  to  the  north-east,  leaving,  between  it  and  the  iron  head- 
land beyond,  a  shallow  exposed  bay  wherein  many  a  proud  ship 
has  met  her  doom.  Nestling  at  the  north  side  of  the  headland 
and  sheltered  by  the  latter  from  Atlantic  storms  stands  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  groups  of  ancient  ecclesiastical  remains  in 
Ireland — all  that  has  survived  of  St.  Declan's  holy  city  of  Ardmore. 
This  embraces  a  beautiful  and  perfect  round  tower,  a  singularly 
interesting  ruined  church  commonly  called  the  cathedral,  the  ruins 
of  a  second  church  beside  a  holy  well,  a  primitive  oratory,  a  couple 
of  ogham  inscribed  pillar  stones,  &c.,  &c. 

No  Irish  saint  perhaps  has  so  strong  a  local  hold  as  Declan 
or  has  left  so  abiding  a  popular  memory.     Nevertheless  his  period 
is  one  of  the  great  disputed  questions  of  early  Irish  history.     Accord- 
ing to  the  express  testimony  of  his  Life,  corroborated  by  testimony 
of  the  Lives  of  SS.  Ailbhe  and  Ciaran,  he  preceded  St.  Patrick  in 
the  Irish  mission  and  was  a  co-temporary  of  the  national  apostle. 
Objection,  exception  or  opposition  to  the  theory  of  Declan's  early 
period  is  based  less  on  any  inherent  improbability  in  the  theory 
itself    than    on    contradictions    and    inconsistencies    in  the  Life. 
Beyond  any   doubt  the  Life  does    actually  contradict  itself  ;    it 
makes  Declan  a  cotemporary  of  Patrick  in  the  fifth  century  and 
a  cotemporary  likewise  of  St.   David  a  century  later.     In  any 
attempted  solution  of  the  difficulty  involved  it  may  be  helpful  to 
remember  a  special  motive  likely  to  animate  a  tribal  histrographer, 
scil.  -.--the  family  relationship,  if  we  may  so  call  it,  of  the  two 
saints  ;   David  was  bishop  of  the  Deisi  colony  in  Wales  as  Declan 
was  bishop  of  their  kinsmen  of  southern  Ireland.     It  was  very 
probably  part  of  the  writer's  purpose  to  call  attention  to  the  Hnks 
of  kindred  which  bound  the  separated  Deisi ;   witness  his  allusion 
later  to  the  alleged  visit   of   Declan  to  his  kinsmen  of  Bregia. 
Possibly  there  were  several  Dedans,  as  there  were  scores  of  Colmans, 
Finians,  &c.,  and  hence  perhaps  the  confusion  and  some  of  the 
apparent  inconsistencies.     There  was  certainly  a  second  Declan, 
a  disciple  of  St.  Virgilius,  to  whom  the  latter  committed  care  of 
a  church  in  Austria  where  he  died  towards  close  of  eighth  century. 


xviii.  Introduction. 

Again  we  find  mention  of  a  St.  Declan  who  was  a  foster  son  of 
Mogue  of  Ferns,  and  so  on.  It  is  too  mucli,  as  Delehaye  {" Legendes 
Hagiographiques")  remarks,  to  expect  the  populace  to  distinguish 
between  namesakes.  Great  men  are  so  rare  !  Is  it  likely  there 
should  have  lived  two  saints  of  the  same  name  in  the  same  country  ! 
The  latest  commentators  on  the  question  of  St.  Declan's 
period — and  they  happen  to  be  amongst  the  most  weighty — argue 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  pre-Patrician  mission  [Cfr.  Prof.  Kuno 
Meyer,  "Learning  in  Ireland  in  the  Fifth  Century").  Discussing 
the  way  in  which  letters  first  reached  our  distant  island  of  the 
west  and  the  causes  which  led  to  the  proficiency  of  sixth-century 
Ireland  in  classical  learning  Zimmer  and  Meyer  contend  that  the 
seeds  of  that  literar}^  culture,  which  flourished  in  Ireland  of  the 
sixth  century,  had  been  sown  therein  in  the  first  and  second  decades 
of  the  preceding  century  by  Gaulish  scholars  who  had  fled  from 
their  own  country  owing  to  invasion  of  the  latter  by  Goths  and 
other  barbarians.  The  fact  that  these  scholars,  who  were  mostly 
Christians,  sought  asylum  in  Ireland  indicates  that  Christianity  had 
already  penetrated  thither,  or  at  any  rate  that  it  was  known  and 
tolerated  there.  Dr.  Meyer  answers  the  objection  that  if  so  large 
and  so  important  an  invasion  of  scholars  took  place  we  ought 
have  some  reference  to  the  fact  in  the  Irish  annals.  The  annals, 
he  replies,  are  of  local  origin  and  they  rarely  refer  -in  their  oldest 
parts  to  national  events  :  moreover  they  are  very  meagre  in  their 
information  about  the  fifth  century.  One  Irish  reference  to  the 
Gaulish  scholars  is,  however,  adduced  in  corroboration ;  it  occurs  in 
that  well  known  passage  in  St.  Patrick's  "  Confessio"  where  the  saint 
cries  out  against  certain  "rhetoricians"  in  Ireland  who  were  hostile 
to  him  and  pagan, — "You  rhetoricians  who  do  not  know  the 
Lord,  hear  and  search  Who  it  was  that  called  me  up,  fool  though 
I  be,  from  the  midst  of  those  who  think  themselves  wise  and  skilled 
in  the  law  and  mighty  orators  and  powerful  in  everything."  Who 
were  these  "rhetorici"  that  have  made  this  passage  so  difficult  for 
commentators  and  have  caused  so  various  constructions  to  be 
put  upon  it  ?  It  is  clear,  the  professor  maintains,  that  the  refer- 
ence is  to  pagan  rhetors  from  Gaul  whose  arrogant  presumption, 
founded  on  their  learning,  made  them  regard  with  disdain  the 
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comparatively  illiterate  apostle  of  the  Scots.  Everyone  is  familiar 
with  the  classic  passage  of  Tacitus  wherein  he  alludes  to  the  harbours 
of  Ireland  as  being  more  familiar  to  continental  mariners  than  those 
of  Britain.  We  have  references  moreover  to  refugee  Christians 
who  fled  to  Ireland  from  the  persecutions  of  Diocletian  more 
than  a  century  before  St.  Patrick's  day  ;  in  addition  it  is  abundantly 
evident  that  manj^  Irishmen — Christians  like  Celestius  the  lieutenant 
of  Pelagius,  and  possibly  Pelagius  himself,  amongst  them — had 
risen  to  distinction  or  notoriety  abroad  before  middle  of  the  fifth 
century. 

Possibly  the  best  way  to  present  the  question  of  Declan's 
age  is  to  put  in  tabulated  form  the  arguments  of  the  pre-Patrician 
advocates  against  the  counter  contentions  of  those  who  claim 
that  Declan's  period  is  later  than  Patrick's  : — 

For  the  Pre-Patrician  Mission.  Against     Theory     of     Early     Fifth 

I. — Positive     statement     of     Life,  Century  period, 

corroborated  by  Lives  of  SS.  Ciaran  I. — Contradictions,  anachronisms, 
and  Ailbhe.  Sec,  of  Life. 

II. — Patrick's  apparent  avoidance  II. — Lack  of  allusion  to  Declan  in 
of  the  Principality  of  Decies.  the  Lives  of  St.  Patrick. 

III. — The  peculiar  Declan  cult  and  III. — Prosper's  testimony  to  the 
the  strong  local  hold  which  Declan  mission  of  Palladius  as  first  bishop 
h3s  maintained.  to  the  believing  Scots, 

IV. — Alleged  motives  for  later  in- 
vention of  Pre-Patrician  story. 

In  this  matter  and  at  this  hour  it  is  hardly  worth  appealing 
to  the  authority  of  Lanigan  and  the  scholars  of  the  past.  Much 
evidence  not  available  in  Lanigan 's  day  is  now  at  the  service  of 
scholars.  We  are  to  look  rather  at  the  reasoning  of  Colgan,  Ussher, 
and  Lanigan  than  to  the  mere  weight  of  their  names. 

Referring  in  order  to  our  tabulated  grounds  of  argument, 
pro  and  con,  and  taking  the  pro  arguments  first,  we  may  (I) 
discard  as  evidence  for  our  purpose  the  Life  of  St.  Ibar  which  is 
very  fragmentary  and  otherwise  a  rather  unsatisfactory  document. 
The  Lives  of  Ailbhe,  Ciaran,  and  Declan  are  however  mutually 
corroborative  and  consistent.  The  Roman  visit  and  the  alleged 
tutelage  under  Hilarius  are  probably  embellishments  ;  they  look 
like  inventions  to  explain  something  and  they  may  contain  more 
than  a  kernel  of  truth.  At  any  rate  they  are  matters  requiring 
further  investigation  and  elucidation.     In  this  connection  it  may 
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be  useful  to  recall  that  the  Life  (Latin)  of  St,  Ciaran  has  been 
attributed  b^^  Colgan  to  Evinus  the  disciple  and  panegyrist  of 
St.  Patrick. 

Patrick's  apparent  neglect  of  the  Decies  (IL)  may  have  no 
special  significance.  At  best  it  is  but  negative  evidence :  taken, 
however,  in  connection  with  (L)  and  its  consectaria  it  is  suggestive. 
We  can  hardly  help  speculating  why  the  apostle — passing  as  it  were 
by  its  front  door — should  have  given  the  go-bye  to  a  region  so  im- 
portant as  the  Munster  Decies.  Perhaps  he  sent  preachers  into  it ; 
perhaps  there  was  no  special  necessity  for  3  formal  mission,  as  the 
faith  had  already  found  entrance.  It  is  a  little  noteworthy  too 
that  we  do  not  find  St.  Patrick's  name  surviving  in  any  ecclesias- 
tical connection  with  the  Decies,  if  we  except  Patrick's  Well,  near 
Clonmel,  and  this  Well  is  within  a  mile  or  so  of  the  territorial 
frontier.  Moreover  the  southern  portion  of  the  present  Tipperary 
County  had  been  ceded  by  Aengus  to  the  Deisi,  only  just  previous 
to  Patrick's  advent,  and  had  hardly  yet  had  sufficient  time  to 
become  absorbed.  The  whole  story  of  Declan's  alleged  relations 
with  Patrick  undoubtedly  suggests  some  irregularit}^  in  Declan's 
mission — an  irregularity  which  was  capable  of  rectification  through 
Patrick  and  which  de  facto  was  finall}^  so  rectified. 

(III.)  No  one  in  Eastern  Munster  requires  to  be  told  how 
strong  is  the  cult  of  St.  Declan  throughout  Decies  and  the  adjacent 
territory.  It  is  hardty  too  much  to  say  that  the  Declan  tradition 
in  Waterford  and  Cork  is  a  spiritual  actuality,  extraordinary 
and  unique,  even  in  a  land  which  till  recently  paid  special 
popular  honour  to  its  local  saints.  In  traditional  popular  regard 
Declan  in  the  Decies  has  ever  stood  first,  foremost,  and  pioneer. 
Carthage,  founder  of  the  tribal  see,  has  held  and  holds  in  the  im- 
agination of  the  people  only  a  secondary  place.  Declan,  whence- 
soever  or  whenever  he  came,  is  regarded  as  the  spiritual  father  to 
whom  the  Deisi  owe  the  gift  of  faith.  How  far  this  tradition  and 
the  implied  belief  in  Declan's  priority  and  independent  mission  are 
derived  from  circulation  of  the  "Life"  throughout  Munster  in  the 
last  few  centuries  it  is  difficult  to  gauge,  but  the  tradition  seems 
to  have  flourished  as  vigorously  in  the  days  of  Colgan  as  it  does 
to-day,      Declan's  "  pattern"  at  Ardmore  continues  to  be  still  the 
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most  noted  celebration  of  its  kind  in  Ireland.  A  few  years  ago 
it  was  participated  in  by  as  many  as  fourteen  thousand  people 
from  all  parts  of  Waterford,  Cork,  and  Tipperary.  The  scenes  and 
ceremonies  have  been  so  frequently  described  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  recount  them  here — suffice  it  to  say  that  the  devotional  practices 
and,  in  fact,  the  whole  celebration  is  of  a  purely  popular  character 
receiving  no  approbation,  and  but  bare  toleration,  from  church  or 
clergy.  Even  to  the  present  day  Declan's  name  is  borne  as  their 
praenomen  by  hundreds  of  Waterford  men,  and,  before  introduction 
of  the  modern  practice  of  christening  with  foolish  foreign  names, 
its  use  was  far  more  common,  as  the  ancient  baptismal  registers 
of  Ardmore,  Old  Parish,  and  (^lashmore  attest.  On  the  other 
hand  Declan's  name  is  associated  with  comparatively  few  places 
in  the  Decies.  Of  these  the  best  known  is  Relig  Deaglain,  a  dis- 
used graveyard  and  early  church  site  on  the  townland  of  Drumroe, 
near  Cappoquin.  There  was  also  an  ancient  church  called  Kill- 
deglain,  near  Stradbally. 

Against  the  theory  of  the  pre-Patrician  or  citra-Patrician 
mission  we  have  first  the  objection,  which  really  has  no  weight, 
and  which  we  shall  not  stop  to  discuss,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
Christianity  at  that  early  date  to  have  found  its  way  to  this  distant 
island,  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  world.  An  argument  on  a 
different  plane  is  (I.),  the  undoubtedly  contradictory  and  incon- 
sistent character  of  the  Life.  It  is  easy  however  to  exaggerate 
the  importance  of  this  point.  Modern  critical  methods  were  un- 
dreamed of  in  the  days  of  our  hagiographer,  who  wrote,  moreover, 
for  edification  only  in  a  credulous  age.  Most  of  the  historical 
documents  of  the  period  are  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  uncritical 
but  that  does  not  discredit  their  testimony  however  much  it  may 
confuse  their  editors.  It  can  be  urged  moreover  that  two  mutually 
incompatible  genealogies  of  the  saint  are  given.  The  genealogy 
given  by  MacFirbisigh  seems  in  fact  to  disagree  in  almost  every 
possible  detail  with  the  genealogy  in  23  M.  50  R.I.A.  That 
however  is  like  an  argument  that  Declan  never  existed.  It  really 
suggests  and  almost  postulates  the  existence  of  a  second  Declan 
whose  Acts  and  tliose  of  oiiv  Declan  have  become  mutually  con- 
fused. 


xxii.  Introduction. 

(II.)  Absence  of  Declan's  name  from  the  Acts  of  Patrick  is  a 
negative  argument.  It  is  explicable  perhaps  by  the  supposed 
iiTegularity  of  Declan's  preaching.  Declan  was  certainly  earlier 
than  Mochuda  and  yet  there  is  no  reference  to  him  in  the  Life  of  the 
latter  saint.  Ailbhe  however  is  referred  to  in  the  Tripartite  Lif(^ 
of  Patrick  and  the  cases  of  Ailbhe  and  Declan  are  a  pari :  the- 
two  saints  stand  or  fall  together. 

(IV.)  Motives  for  invention  of  the  pre-Patrician  myth  are  alleged, 
scil.  : — to  rebut  certain  claims  to  jurisdiction,  tribute  or  visitation 
advanced  by  x\rmagh  in  after  ages.  It  is  hard  to  see  however 
how  resistance  to  the  claims  in  question  could  be  better  justified 
on  the  theory  of  a  pre-Patrician  Declan,  who  admitted!}' 
acknowledged  Patrick's  supremacy,  than  on  the  admission  of  a 
post-Patrician  mission. 

That  in  Declan  we  have  to  deal  with  a  very  early  Christian 
teacher  of  the  Decies  there  can  be  no  doubt.  If  not  anterior  to 
Patrick  he  must  have  been  the  latter's  cotemporary.  Declan 
however  had  failed  to  convert  the  chieftain  of  his  race  and  for 
this — ^reading  between  the  lines  of  the  "Life" — we  seem  to  heai" 
Patrick  blaming  him. 

The  monuments  proper  of  Declan  remaining  at  Ardmore  are 
{a)  his  oratory  near  the  Cathedral  and  Round  Tower  in  the  graveyard, 
(6)  his  stone  on  the  beach,  (c)  his  well  on  the  cliff,  and  (d)  another 
stone  said  to  have  been  found  in  his  tomb  and  preserved  at  Ardmore 
for  long  ages  with  great  reveration.  The  "Life"  refers  moreover 
to  the  saint's  pastoral  staff  and  his  bell  but  these  have  disappeared 
for  centuries. 

The  "Oratory"  is  simply  a  primitive  church  of  the  usual  sixth 
century  type  :  it  stands  13'  4"  x  8'  9"  in  the  clear,  and  has,  or  had, 
the  usual  high-pitched  gables  and  square-headed  west  doorway 
with  inclining  jambs.  Another  characteristic  feature  of  the  earl}' 
oratory  is  seen  in  the  curious  antae  or  prolongation  of  the 
side  walls.  Locally  the  little  building  is  known  as  the  be^nn^c^n, 
in  allusion,  most  likely,  to  its  high  gables  or  the  finials  which 
once,  no  doubt,  in  Irish  fashion,  adorned  its  roof.  Thougli 
somewhat  later  than  Declan's  time  this  primitive  building  is  ver}- 
intimately  connected  with  the  Saint.      Popularly  it  is  supposed 
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to  be  his  grave  and  within  it  is  a  hollow  space  scooped  out, 
wherein  it  is  said  his  ashes  once  reposed.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  tradition  is  quite  correct  as  to  the  saint's  grave,  over  which 
the  little  church  was  erected  in  the  century  following  Declan's 
death.  The  oratory  was  furnished  with  a  roof  of  slate  by  Bishop 
Mills  in  1716. 

"St.  Declan's  Stone"  is  a  glacial  boulder  of  very  hard  con- 
glomerate which  lies  on  a  rocky  ledge  of  beach  beneath  the  village 
of  Ardmore.  It  measures  some  8'  6"  x  4'  6"  x  4'  0"  and  reposes 
upon  two  slightly  jutting  points  of  the  underlying  metamorphic 
rock.  Wonderful  virtues  are  attributed  to  St.  Declan's  Stone, 
which,  on  the  occasion  of  the  patronal  feast,  is  visited  by  hundreds 
of  devotees  who,  to  participate  in  its  healing  efhcacy  and  bene- 
ficence, crawl  laboriously  on  face  and  hands  through  the  narrow 
space  between  the  boulder  and  the  underlying  rock.  Near  by,  at 
foot  of  a  new  storm-wall,  are  two  similar  but  somewhat  smaller 
boulders  which,  like  their  venerated  and  more  famous  neighbour, 
were  all  wrenched  originally  by  a  glacier  from  their  home  in  the 
Comeragh  Mountains  twenty  miles  away. 

"St.  Declan's  Well,"  beside  some  remains  of  a  rather  large 
and  apparently  twelfth  century  church  on  the  cliff,  in  the  townland 
of  Dysert  is  diverted  into  a  shallow  basin  in  which  pilgrims  bathe 
feet  and  hands.  Set  in  some  comparatively  modern  masonry  over 
the  well  are  a  carved  crucifixion  and  other  figures  of  apparently 
late  mediaeval  character.  Some  malicious  interference  with  this 
well  led,  nearly  a  hundred  years  since,  to  much  popular  indigna- 
tion and  excitement. 

The  second  "St  Declan's  Stone"  was  a  small,  cross-inscribed, 
jet-black  piece  of  slate  or  marble,  approximately — 2"  or  3"  x  IJ". 
Formerly  it  seems  to  have  had  a  small  silver  cross  inset  and  was 
in  great  demand  locally  as  an  amulet  for  cattle  curing.  It  dis- 
appeared however,  some  fifty  yea.rs  or  so  since,  but  very  probably 
it  could  still  be  recovered  in  Dungarvan. 

Far  the  most  striking  of  all  the  monuments  at  Ardmore  is, 
of  course,  the  Round  Tower  which,  in  an  excellent  state  of  preser- 
vation, stands  with  its  conical  cap  of  stone  nearly  a  hundred  feet 
high.     Two  remarkable,  if  not  unique,  features  of  the  tower  are 
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the  series  of  sculptured  corbels  which  project  between  the  floors 
on  the  inside,  and  the  four  projecting  belts  or  zones  of  masonrj^ 
which  divide  the  tower  into  storeys  externally.  The  tower's 
architectural  anomalies  are  paralleled  by  its  history  which  is 
correspondingly  unique :  it  stood  a  regular  siege  in  1642,  when 
ordnance  was  brought  to  bear  on  it  and  it  was  defended  by  forty 
confederates  against  the  English  under  Lords  Dungarvan  and 
Broghil. 

A  few  yards  to  north  of  the  Round  Tower  stands  "The 
Cathedral"  illustrating  almost  every  phase  of  ecclesiastical  arch- 
itecture which  flourished  in  Ireland  from  St.  Patrick  to  the 
Reformation — Cyclopean,  Celtic-Romanesque,  Transitional  and 
Pointed.  The  chancel  arch  is  possibly  the  most  remarkable  and 
beautiful  illustration  of  the  Transitional  that  we  have.  An 
extraordinary  feature  of  the  church  is  the  wonderful  series  of  Celtic 
arcades  and  panels  filled  with  archaic  sculptures  in  relief  which 
occupy  the  whole  external  face  of  the  west  gable. 

St.  Declan's  foundation  at  Ardmore  seems  {teste  Moran's 
Archdall)  to  have  been  one  of  the  Irish  religious  houses  which 
accepted  the  reform  of  Pope  Innocent  at  the  Lateran  Council  and 
to  have  transformed  itself  into  a  Regular  Canonry.  It  would  how- 
ever be  possible  to  hold,  on  the  evidence,  that  it  degenerated  into 
a  mere  parochial  church.  We  hear  indeed  of  two  or  three  episcopal 
successors  of  the  saint,  scil.  : — ^Ultan  who  immediately  followed 
him,  Eugene  who  witnessed  a  charter  to  the  abbey  of  Cork  in 
1174,  and  Moelettrim  O  Duibhe-rathre  who  died  in  1303  after  he 
had,  according  to  the  annals  of  Inisf alien,  "erected  and  finished 
the  Church"  of  Ardmore.  T\i&"Wars  of  the  Gaedhil  and  Gall" 
have  reference,  circa  824  or  825,  to  plunder  by  the  Northmen  of 
Disert  Tipraite  which  is  almost  certainly  the  church  of  Dysert  by 
the  Holy  Well  at  Ardmore.  The  same  fleet,  on  the  same  expedition, 
plundered  Dunderrow  (near  Kinsale),  Inisshannon  (Bandon  River), 
Lismore,  and  Kilmolash. 

Regarding  the  age  of  our  "Life"  it  is  difficult  with  the  data 
at  hand  to  say  anything  very  definite.  While  dogmatism  however 
is  dangerous  indefiniteness  is  unsatisfying.  True,  we  cannot  trace 
the  genealogy  of  the  present  version  beyond  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
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century,  but  its  references  to  ancient  monuments  existing  at  date 
of  its  compilation  show  it  to  be  many  centuries  older.  Its  language 
proves  little  or  nothing,  for,  being  a  popular  work,  it  would  be 
modernised  to  date  by  each  successive  scribe.  Colgan  was  of 
opinion  it  was  a  composition  of  the  eighth  century.  Ussher  and 
Ware,  who  had  the  Life  in  very  ancient  codices,  also  thought  it 
of  great  antiquity.  Papebrach,  the  Bollandist,  on  the  other  hand, 
considered  the  Life  could  not  be  older  than  the  twelfth  century, 
but  this  opinion  of  his  seems  to  have  been  based  on  a  misappre- 
hension. In  the  absence  of  all  diocesan  colour  or  allusion  one 
feels  constrained  to  assign  the  production  to  some  period  previous 
to  Rathbreasail.  We  should  no^  perhaps  be  lar  wrong  in  assigning 
the  first  collection  of  materials  to  somewhere  in  the  eighth  century 
or  in  the  century  succeeding.  The  very  vigorous  ecclesiastical 
revival  of  the  eleventh  century,  at  conclusion  of  the  Danish  wars, 
must  have  led  to  some  revision  of  the  country's  religious  literature. 
The  introduction,  a  century  and-a-half  later,  of  the  great  religious 
orders  most  probably  led  to  translation  of  the  Life  into  Latin  and 
its  casting  into  shape  for  reading  in  refectory  or  choir. 

Only  three  surviving  copies  of  the  Irish  Life  are  known  to  the 
writer :  one  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Brussels,  tlie  second  in  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy  Collection  (M.  23,  50,  pp.  109-120),  and  the 
third  in  possession  of  Professor  Hyde.  As  the  second  and  third 
enumerated  are  copies  of  one  imperfect  exemplar  it  has  not  been 
thought  necessary  to  collate  both  with  the  Brussels  MS.  which 
has  furnished  the  text  here  printed.  M.  23,  50  (R.I.  A.)  has  however 
been  so  collated  and  the  marginal  references  initialled  B  are  to 
that  imperfect  copy.  The  latter,  by  the  way,  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  John  Murphy  "na  Raheenach,"  and  is  dated  1740.  It 
has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  give  more  than  the  important 
^'ariants. 

The  present  text  is  a  reproduction  of  the  Brussels  MS.  plus 
lengthening  of  contractions.  As  regards  lengthening  in  question 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  well  known  contraction  for  ex^  or  e  has 
been  uniformly  transliterated  e.  Otherwise  orthography  of  the 
MS.  has  been  scrupulously  followed — even  where  inconsistent  or 
incorrect.      For  the  division   into   paragraphs  the  editor  is    not 
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responsible  ;  he  has  merel}^  followed  the  division  originated^ 
or  adopted,  by  the  scribe.  The  Life  herewith  presented  was 
copied  in  1629  by  Brother  Michael  O'Clery  ot  the  Four  Masters' 
staff  from  an  older  MS.  of  Eochy  O'Heffernan's  dated  1582.  The 
MS.  of  O'Heffernan  is  referred  to  by  our  scribe  as  feinteAt)x3i|\,  but 
his  reference  is  rather  to  the  contents  than  to  the  copy.  Apparently 
O'Clery  did  more  than  transcribe  ;  he  re-edited,  as  was  his  wont, 
into  the  literary  Irish  of  his  day.  A  page  of  the  Brussels  MS., 
reproduced  in  facsimile  as  a  frontispiece  to  the  present  volume,  will 
give  the  student  a  good  idea  of  O'Clery's  script  and  style. 

Occasional  notes  on  Declan  in  the  martyrologies  and  else- 
where give  some  further  information  about  our  saint.  Unfortu- 
nately however  the  alleged  facts  are  not  always  capable  of  recon- 
ciliation with  statements  of  our  "Life,"  and  again  the  existence  of 
a  second,  otherwise  unknown,  Declan  is  suggested.  The  intro- 
duction of  rye  is  attributed  to  him  in  the  Calendar  of  Oengus, 
as  introduction  of  v/heat  is  credited  to  St.  Finan  Camm,  and 
introduction  of  bees  to  St.  Modomnoc, — "  It  was  the  full  of  his  shoe 
that  Declan  brought,  the  lull  of  his  shoe  likewise  Finan,  but  the 
full  of  his  bell  Modomnoc"  {Cal.  Oeng.,  April  7th).  More  puzzling 
is  the  note  in  the  sam^e  Calendar  which  makes  Declan  a  foster  son 
of  Mogue  of  Ferns  !  This  entry  illustrates  the  way  in  which 
errors  originate.  A  former  scribe  inadvertently  copied  in,  after 
Declan's  name,  portion  of  the  entry  immediately  following  which 
relates  to  Colman  Hua  Liathain.  Successive  scribes  re-copied  the 
error  without  discovering  it  and  so  it  became  stereotyped. 


III.— ST.   MOCHUDA. 

''  It  was  he  (Mochuda)  that  had  the  famous  congre|^ation  consisting  of  seven 
hundred  and  ten  persons;  an  angel  used  to  address  every  third  man  of  them." 
(Martyrology  of  Donegal). 

In  some  respects  the  Life  of  Mochuda  here  presented  is  in  sharp  con- 
trast to  the  corresponding  Life  of  Declan.  The  former  document  is  in 
all  essentials  a  very  sober  historical  narrative — accurate  wherever 
we  can  test  it,  credible  and  harmonious  on  the  whole.  Philologically, 
to  be  sure,  it  is  of  little  value, — certainly  a  much  less  valuable  Life 
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than  Declan's  ;  historically,  however  (and  question  of  the  pre- 
Patrician  mission  apart)  it  is  immensely  the  more  important 
document.  On  one  point  do  we  feel  inchned  to  quarrel  with  its 
author,  scil. :  that  he  has  not  given  us  more  specifically  the  motives 
underlying  Mochuda's  expulsion  from  Rahen — one  of  the  three 
worst  counsels  ever  given  in  Erin.  Reading  between  his  lines  Vv^e 
spell,  jealousy — invidia  religiosorum.  Another  jealousy  too  is 
suggested — the  mutual  distrust  of  north  and  south  which  has 
been  the  canker-worm  of  Irish  political  life  for  fifteen  hundred 
years,  making  intelligible  if  not  justifying  the  indignation  of  a 
certain  distinguished  Irishman  who  wanted  to  know  the  man's 
name,  in  order  to  curse  its  owner,  who  first  divided  Ireland  into 
two  provinces. 

Three  different  Lives  of  Mochuda  are  known  to  the  present 
writer.  Two  of  them  are  contained  in  a  MS.  at  Brussels  (Cjr. 
Bindon,  p.  8,  13)  and  of  one  of  these  there  is  a  copy  in  a  MS.  of 
Dineen's  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  (Stowe  Collection,  A.  IV,  I.) 
Dineen  appears  to  have  been  a  Cork  or  Kerry  man  and  to  have 
worked  under  the  patronage  of  that  rather  noted  Franciscan 
Father  Francis  Matthew  (O'Mahony),  who  was  put  to  death  at 
Cork  by  Inchiquin  in  1644.  The  bald  text  of  Dineen's  "Life" 
was  published  a  few  years  since,  without  translation,  in  the  Irish 
Rosary.  The  corresponding  Brussels  copy  is  in  Michael  O'Clery's 
familiar  hand.  In  it  occuis  the  strange  pagan-flavoured  story  of 
the  British  Monk  Constantine.  O'Clery's  copy  was  made  in 
January,  1627,  at  the  Friary  of  Drouish  from  the  Book  of  Tadhg 
O'Ceanan  and  it  is  immediately  followed  by  a  tract  entitled — '"Oo 
tTlj.c^MV)  Wa  Su*in*xc."  The  bell  of  Mochuda,  by  the  wa}^,  which 
the  saint  rang  against  Blathmac,  was  called  the  glassan  of  Hui 
Suanaig  in  later  times. 

The  "Life"  here  printed,  which  follows  the  Latin  Life  so 
closely  that  one  seems  a  late  translation  of  the  other,  is  as  far  as 
the  editor  is  aware,  contained  in  a  single  MS.  only.  This  is  M.  23, 
50,  R.I.A.,  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Murphy,  "na  Raheenach." 
Murphy  was  a  Co.  Cork  schoolmaster,  scribe,  and  poet,  of  whom 
a  biographical  sketch  will  be  found  prefixed  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Foley 
to  the  collection  of   Murphy's  poems  that  he  has  edited.     The 
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sobriquet, "  na  Raheenach,"  is  really  a  kind  of  tribal  designation. 
The  "Life"  is  very  full  but  is  in  its  present  form  a  compara- 
tively late  production  ;  it  was  transcribed  by  Murphy  between 
1740  and  1750.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  scribe  tells 
us  nothing  of  his  original.  Murphy,  by  the  way,  seems  to  have 
specialised  to  some  extent  in  saints'  Lives  and  to  have  imbued 
his  disciples  with  something  of  the  same  taste.  One  of  his  pupils 
was  Maurice  O'Connor,  a  scribe  and  shipwright  of  Cove,  to  whom 
we  owe  the  Life  of  St.  Ciaran  of  Saighir  printed  in" Silva  Gadelica." 
The  reasons  of  choice  for  publication  here  of  the  present  Life  are 
avowedly  non-philological ;  the  motive  for  preference  is  that 
it  is  the  longest  of  the  three  Lives  and  tor  historical  purposes  the 
most  important. 

The  Life  presents  considerable  evidence  of  historical  re- 
liabihty;  its  geography  is  detailed  and  correct;  its  references  to 
contemporaries  of  Mochuda  are  accurate  on  the  whole  and  there 
are  few  inconsistencies  or  none.  Moreover  it  sheds  some  new  light 
on  that  chronic  puzzle — organisation  of  the  Celtic  Church  of  Ireland. 
Mochuda,  head  of  a  great  monastery  at  Rahen,  is  likewise  a  kind 
of  pluralist  Parish  Priest  with  a  parish  in  Kerry,  administered  in 
his  name  by  deputed  ecclesiastics,  and  other  parishes  similarls^ 
administered  in  Kerry currihy,  Rostellan,  West  Muskerry,  and 
Spike  Island,  Co.  Cork.  When  a  chief  parishioner  lies  seriously  ill 
in  distant  Corca  Duibhne,  Mochuda  himself  comes  all  the  way 
from  the  centre  of  Ireland  to  administer  the  last  rites  to  the  dying 
man,  and  so  on. 

The  relations  of  the  people  to  the  Church  and  its  ministers 
are  in  many  respects  not  at  all  easy  to  understand.  Oblations, 
for  instance,  of  themselves  and  their  territory,  &c.,  by  chieftains 
are  frequent.  Oblations  of  monasteries  are  made  in  a  similar 
way.  Probably  this  signifies  no  more  than  that  the  chief  region 
or  monastery  put  itself  under  the  saint's  jurisdiction  or  rule  or 
both.  That  there  were  other  churches  too  than  the  purely 
monastic  appears  from  offerings  to  Mochuda  of  already  existing 
churches,  v.g.  from  the  Clanna  Ruadhan  in  Decies,  &c. 

Lismore,  the  most  famous  of  Mochuda's  foundations,  became 
within  a  century  of  the  saint's  death,  one  of  the  great  monastic 
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schools  of  Erin,  attracting  to  his  halls,  or  rather  to  its  boothies, 
students  from  all  Ireland  and  even — so  it  is  claimed — from  lands 
beyond  the  seas.  King  Alfrid  of  Northumbria,  for  instance,  is 
said  to  have  partaken  of  Lismore's  hospitalit}^  and  certainly  Cormac 
of  Cashel,  Malachy  and  Celsus  of  Armagh  and  many  others  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  Scots  partook  thereof.  The  roll  of 
Lismore's  calendared  saints  would  require,  did  the  matter  fall 
v/ithin  our  immediate  province,  more  than  one  page  to  itself. 
Some  interesting  reference  to  Mochuda  and  his  holy  city  occur  in 
the  Life  of  one  of  his  disciples,  St.  Colman  Maic  Luachain,  edited 
for  the  R.I.A.  by  Professor  Kuno  Meyer. 

There  are  many  indications  in  the  present  Life  that,  at 
one  period,  and  in  the  time  of  Carthach,  the  western  boundary 
of  Decies  extended  far  beyond  the  line  at  present  recognised. 
Similar  indications  are  furnished  by  the  martjnrologies,  &o.  ;  for 
instance,  the  martyrology  of  Donegal  under  November  28th  records 
of  "the  three  sons  of  Bochra"  that  "they  are  of  Archadh  Raithin 
in  Ui  Mic  Caille  in  Deisi  Mumhan"  and  Ibid,  p.  xxxvii,  it  is  stated 
"i  ceon'o^e  CojACAM^e  -acaid  n*\  'Oefi  TTIurh-An."  Not  only 
Imokill}^  but  all  Co.  Cork,  east  of  Queenstown  and  north  to  the 
Blackwater,  seems  to  have  acknowledged  Mochuda's  jurisdiction. 
At  Rathbreasail  accordingly  {teste  Keating,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Book  of  Cloneneigh)  the  Diocese  of  Lismore  is  made  to  extend  to 
Cork, — probably  over  the  present  baronies  of  Imokilly,  Kinatallon, 
and  Barrymore.  That  part,  at  least,  of  Condons  and  Clangibbon 
was  likewise  included  is  inferrible  from  the  fact  that,  as  late  as 
the  sixteenth  century  visitations,  Kilworth,  founded  by  Colman 
Maic  Luachain,  ranked  as  a  parish  in  the  diocese  of  Lismore. 
Further  evidence  pointing  in  the  same  direction  is  furnished 
by  Clondulane,  &c.,  represented  in  the  present  Life  as  within 
Carthach's  jurisdiction. 

The  Rule  of  St.  Carthach  is  one  of  the  few  ancient  Irish  so-called 
monastic  Rules  surviving.  It  is  in  reality  less  a  "rule,"  as  the 
latter  is  now  understood,  than  a  series  of  Christian  and  religious 
counsels  drawn  up  by  a  spiritual  master  for  his  disciples.  It  must 
not  be  understood  from  this  that  each  religious  house  did  not  have 
its  formal  regulations.     The  latter  however  seem  to  have  depended 


XXX.  Introduction. 

largely  upon  the  abbot's  spirit,  will  or  discretion.  The  existing 
"Rules"  abound  in  allusions  to  forgotten  practices  and  customs 
and,  to  add  to  their  obscurity,  their  language  is  very  difficult — 
sometimes,  like  the  language  of  the  Brehon  Laws,  unintelligible. 
The  rule  ascribed  to  Mochuda  is  certainly  a  document  of  great 
antiquity  and  may  well  have  emanated  from  the  seventh  century 
and  from  the  author  whose  name  it  bears.  The  tradition  of  Lismore 
and  indeed  of  the  Irish  Church  is  constant  in  attributing  it  to  him. 
Copies  of  the  Rule  are  found  in  numerous  MSS.  but  many  of  them 
are  worthless  owing  to  the  incompetence  of  the  scribes  to  whom 
the  difficult  Irish  of  the  text  was  unintelligible.  The  text  in  the 
Leabhar  Breac  has  been  made  the  basis  of  his  edition  of  the  Rule 
by  Mac  Eaglaise,  a  writer  in  the  Irish  Ecclesiastical  Record  (1910). 
Mac  Eaglaise's  edition,  though  it  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired, 
is  far  the  most  satisfactory  which  has  \^et  appeared.  Previous 
editions  of  the  Rule  or  part  of  it  comprise  one  by  Dr.  Reeves  in 
his  tract  on  tlie  Culdees,  one  by  Kuno  Meyer  in  the  Gaelic  Journal 
{Vol.  v.),  another  in  Arcliiv  fur  C.L.  (3  Bund.  1905),  and  another 
again  in  Eritt  {Vol.  2,  -p.  172),  besides  a  free  translation  of  the 
whole  Rule  by  O 'Curry  in  the  /.  R.  Record  for  1864.  The  text  of 
the  Record  edition  of  1910  is  from  Leabhar  Breac  collated  with 
other  MSS.  The  order  in  the  various  copies  is  not  the  same  and 
some  copies  contain  material  which  is  wanting  in  others.  The 
"Rule"  commences  with  the  Ten  Commandments,  then  it 
enumerates  the  obligations  respectively  of  bishops,  abbots,  priests, 
monks,  and  culdees.  Finally  there  is  a  section  on  the  order  of 
meals  and  on  the  refectory  and  another  on  the  obligations  of  a 
king.  The  following  excerpt  on  the  duties  of  an  abbot  (/.  E. 
Record,  translation)  will  illustrate  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  Rule: 

"Of  the  Abbot  of  a  Church. 

1. — If  you  be  the  head  man  of  a  Church  noble  is  the  power, 
better  for  you  that  you  be  just  who  take  the  heirship  of  the  king. 

2. — If  3^ou  are  the  head  man  ot  a  Church  noble  is  the  obliga- 
tion, preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  Church  from  the  small  to 
the  great. 

3. — W\\d±  Holy  Church  commands  preach  then  with  diligence ; 
what  vou  order  to  each  one  do  it  vourself. 
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4. — As  you  love  your  own  soul  love  the  souls  of  all.  Yours 
the  magnification  of  every  good  [and]  banishment  of  every  evil. 

5. — ^Be  not  a  candle  under  a  bushel.  Your  learning  without 
a  cloud  over  it.  Yours  the  healing  of  every  host  both  strong  and 
weak. 

6. — Yours  to  judge  each  one  according  to  grade  and  according 
to  deed  ;   he  will  advise  you  at  judgment  before  the  king. 

10. — ^Yours  to  rebuke  the  foolish,  to  punish  the  hosts,  turning 
disorder  into  order  [restraint]  of  the  stubborn,  obstinate,  wretched." 

Reservation  of  the  Coarbship  of  Mochuda  at  Lismore  in 
tavour  of  Kerrymen  is  an  extremely  curious  if  not  unique  provision. 
How  long  it  continued  in  force  we  do  not  know.  Probably  it 
endured  to  the  twelfth  century  and  possibly  the  rule  was  not  of 
strict  interpretation.  Christian  O'Connarchy,  who  was  bishop  of 
Lismore  in  the  twelfth  century,  is  regarded  as  a  native  of  Decies, 
though  the  contrary  is  slightly  suggested  by  his  final  retirement 
to  Kerry.  The  alleged  prophecy  concerning  Kerry  men  and  the 
coarbship  points  to  some  rule,  regulation  or  law  of  Mochuda. 
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bechA  DecclAin 


beACirpmuf  epifcopuf  'OecUnur  "oe  nobilipmo  tlibet^m-Ae 
fesum  genefe  .1.  An  cefpoc  iu\erhcA  f\e  nAbx\t\c<\tA  T)eclAnuf  x\f 
-DO  citiel  |\o  tiA.\f  Al  |Aio5|\^it)e  epex^nn  -oo  neoc  -do  c^it  plAitef 
(a)  A\5iif  ciofCAin  (b)  epeAnn  1  ccemj^Aij  (c)  AimfeA|\  p^-oA  (d). 
xXguf  T)o  bi   'OeclxMi   ^|\   ua   seinerhxMti    m^p    buf   ]:olluf   a^a 
SeinerhxMn  ^xguf  x\fx\  geinelex^c  ux\fx\t  6  f?uil,  oi|\  if  AvhlAm  *oo  bi 
eocriAMT)  peix)lex\c  cum  a  mbefv^jA  (e)  a  ^eineUxc  f orh  tn^  -AijA-Of  15 
tamACZAt  ^0]\  6|Ainn  (/)  uile  50  liiotnl.Sn  -oa  bliA"OAin  X)eA^  '<^5"r 
X)o  bxxccx\|\  ctviu|\  m>AC  ^150  .1.  tDfvef  -Agtif  tlAjA  *.\5tjf  tototA  (g)  a 
n-AnmAnnx\  ^5Uf  Ay  p|Mti  xx-obet^ci  nx\  cjai  pitroemriA,  ^guf  -oo  g^b 
(A)  tnoiffeife^f  ^guf  ce-o  fompxx  fo,  A^uf  r)A  fliocc  in^  troixM^ 
^S^V  "o^  ccomb|\x^ctAA1b  .1.  fliocc  Bit^erhoin  pige   nCpex^nn   f\ix^ 
ccpei-oerh  x\5iif  m|\   ccpet-oetfi.     Aguf  -oo  ttJiseccAj^  -An  cpiutv 
niAC   fin  in    ^enlo   le  n^    n-oeifbfiAif   fein   .1.   CtotfA    inse^n 
OchAit)  peit)li5.     Aguf  T)0  coiffce*ob  i  u^tAib  a  ccfiuf  ^guf 
-An  rwAC  fucc  fi  -oon  coiffcef  fin  "oo  bi  (/)  f oinnci  6  Cfi  ffixib^ib 
tDep CCA  x>A  f oillfiucctiA-o  50  f Aibe  a\\  n-A  seinerhAin   on   cfiwf 
fin.      Agiif  "OO  bi  'oegrhAifexvc  x>o  feif  fxMCfionA  x^gtif  tAi^oif 
o  bfiojo^ibb  in  xiimfif  a  lenXy-OAtxzA  niAf  nAf  ^nAtAC  len^b  a 
corhACf-A  "OO  belt.      Asuf  if  e  b-A  b-Ainm   no   LuccbAT)  SfiAb 
n-oepcc  ouA  (k)  cfvi  ft^-AbAib  -oefccA  A'otibf-AmAf.      Aguf  if  Ann 
fo  cionnfccAin  |\i$e  nOfe^nn  *oo  gAbAit  AnbliA-OAin   fUAif   (/) 
5^itJf  CefAif   b-Af   Aguf   X)0   bi    fe   fe    bliAibnA    pCec    tiifige 
nCf eAnn,  -]  "oo  bi  mAC  Aicce  x>A\y  bo  hAinm   CfiomcAn  TliAnAip 
*]  ni   fAibe  fe  a6z  f6  btiA*onA  "oeAg  tii  fige.     Aguf  bAOi  mAC 
A5  C|\iomcAn  (m)  -OAf  bAinm  pefA-OAC  pin-ofeccnAt  (n).     Agtif 


(a)  B.  omits  ftAireAf .  (6)  B.  substitutes  cAriACAf .  (c)  B.  reads  a]i  after 

CeAm|tAi5.  (d)    B.   adds — 1    troiAi-o   a   ceite   mA\{  fOitlfeocATHAOi'o  itia 

^eineAlAc.  {e)  B,  inserts  buTiAx>uf.  (/)  B.  reads — Ay  CeAiriiiAij  Ajtif 
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The  most  blessed  Bishop  Declan  of  the  most  noble  race  of  the 
kings  of  Ireland,  i.e.,  the  holy  bishop  who  is  called  Declan  was 
of  the  most  noble  royal  family  of  Ireland — a  family  which  held 
the  sceptre  and  exacted  tribute  from  all  Ireland  at  Tara  for  ages. 
Declan  was  by  birth  of  noble  blood  as  will  appear  from  his  origin 
and  genealogy,  for  it  was  from  Eochaidh  Feidhleach,^  the  powerful 
Ardrigh^  of  Ireland  for  twelve  years,  that  he  sprang.  Eochaidh 
aforesaid,  had  three  sons,  scil.  : — Breas,  Nar,  and  Lothola,  who 
are  called  the  three  Finneavna  f  there  reigned  one  hundred  and 
seven  kings  of  their  race  and  kindred  before  and  after  them,  i.e. 
of  the  race  of  Eremon,  king  of  Ireland, — before  the  introduction 
of  Christianity  and  since.  These  three  youths  lay  one  day  with 
their  own  sister  Clothra,  daughter  of  the  same  father,  and  she 
conceived  of  them.'*  The  son  she  brought  forth  as  a  consequence 
of  that  intercourse  was  marked  by  three  red  wavy  lines  which 
indicated  his  descent  from  the  three  youths  aforesaid.  He  was 
named  Lugaidh  Sriabhdearg^  from  the  three  lines  in  question, 
and  he  was  beautiful  to  behold  and  of  greater  bodily  strength 
in  infancy  than  is  usual  with  children  of  his  age.  He  com- 
menced his  reign  as  king  of  Ireland  the  year  in  which  Caius 
Ceasar^  died  and  he  reigned  for  twenty  years.  His  son  was 
named  Criomthan  Nianair^  who  reigned  but  sixteen  years. 
Criomthan's  son  was  named  Fearadach  Finnfechtnach^  whose  son 

■s\^  ei|tinn  uile.  {g)   B.=rtot:A^.  {h)   Lacuna  in  B.  (/)  B.=fe. 

{k)  B  omits  oTi.\,  and  thence  to  end  of  sentence.  (I)  B.  reads — gAijiif  iTnpi|ie 

b^r  le  CeAfAii.  (m)  B.  is  unintelligible  here  owing  to  unconscious  omission 

of  a  clause.  («)    B.   adds: — -\    -oo    bi    ciiioca  bliA-OAn    i    11156   nei|ieAnn 

Ajuf  -oo  mAjitJAX)  1   cCeATn|iAi5  e. 


4  tDccliA  "oecclAin. 

mAC  "oofein  pu\cli-A  piTToot^iX)  (o).  Agtif  m-AC  -oofein  Uux^CAl 
Ueccmx\|A  (^).  Agtif  *oo  bi  tnx^c  -A5  UtiAtAt  "O-Ap  bo  corriAinm 
pei'oUmit)  "Reccm^p  (q).  Astif  bAM:cx\iA  ciMUfv  niA^c  -A5  pei'otimit) 
.1.  Con*o-ce>A'o-cx^ctiA'6,  ■]  eocrix\*o  ^itro  •]  plx^cl1A  81115*06.  Aguf 
t)AOi  Conn  |:ichi  btiA'OAin  lii  t^ige  nCpe-dnn  i  (y)  me^AAit)  clu 
Agtif  o1fv*oex^f^cxMf  tof^-AX)  -An  c^tniAin  -j  meAC-A  -)  inbteccA  t)6i 
in6|\inn  t\e  tinn  CtJinn-ceA*o-CAChAM5  50  'oeifxe'O  An  -oottiAin. 
A^tif  -oo  mApbAt)  111  triAij  Cot)A  |\e  tiVllcoit)  e  .1.  te  Uiopfvicce 
UifieAC.  A^uf  AfiA*o  Afiot  50  bjiAt  Af  mo  SAbuf  iM^e  nCpeAnn 
(s).  Aguf  If  e  GocAit)  pin-o  -oobA  mAC  CAnAifce  A5  pei-obtimi-oh 
ReccmAp.  A^tif  *oo  coit)  (0  iccoicccAt)  tAigenn.  Aguf  if  Ann 
ACAT)  Af  lot  Aguf  AfUocc  6  fin.  Agiif  Aipittitep  tnA|A  tAigne- 
CAib  lACC.  Agtif  ACAT)  mo^An  *oo  cigei^nAib  -j  X)o  "OAonib 
cwniACCAib  (u)  -Qibli  ittAisnibb.  pACA  Stn^'oe  imofipo  if  Ann 
•oobi  fepAnn  Aicce  Accimcelt  nAUeAinfVAC.  5^'^^'^  fUAif  fe 
bAf  ni  Af  CAOfCCA  (v)  inA  -oobi  i^^e  nGfxeAnn  Aicce.  A^uf  t)o 
t)AZj:Ai[\  C|\iiitA  triAc  Aicce  .1.  tloffA  Aguf  Oenguf  Aguf  CogAn 
Aguf  f A  gniorriAc,  ^aIac,  gAif ccemAil  An  cfiuf  fin  bi  ccAtAib 
A^uf  111  ccorhtAnnAib  (w).  Asuf  'OO  "OeffsnAis  Oensuf  -oib 
Afv  ct\6*6ACc  (a;)  tnte,  Aguf  Af  ff  if  A'oet\ci  Oenguf  5^et>uAibcecb. 
Aguf  if  e  fA  fi  CfeAnn  An  CAnfin  CoftriAC  mAC  AifC  itiic  Cuinn- 
cecctACAigb.  Agiif  "oo  bi  itiac  Ag  CofbmAC  "oaj^  bAinm 
CeAttAC  iTiAC  CofbmAic  Aguf  fucc  fe  ingen  BojAin  (y)  mic 
piAcbA  Stii5*oe  A|\  A^teA'6  teif  .1.  CtAei'oe  ingen  Go^Ain.  Aguf 
mAf  *oo  ctiAtA"6  (z)  Oenguf  g'^'^^tniAibcec  fin  .1.  ingen  A'()eA\y- 
bf\ACAf  "OO  bfeit  "00  CeAttAcb  teif  "oo  SAbb  fefcc  mof  be, 
-]  -oo  ten  CeAttAC  50  Uerh|\Ai5  Aguf  a  •OAtCA  tAif  .1.  Co|\c 
'Ouibne  itiac  CAifpfi  mic  ConAipe  mic  ITI05A  tAiriA  *oo  bi  ingiAtt- 
nuf  A5  CofbmAC  6   ThtnrhneACbAib.     Aguf    Af  •06    Gnguf  *oa 

(o)  B.  adds: — •]  "oo  bi  c|ti  btiA-oriA  "ocaj  1  ^1156  -]  -oo  mA|tt)A-6  i  -oCex^trinAij;  e. 
{p)  B.  adds: — Ajtjf  "oo  t)i  r|ii  btiA-oriA  pceA-o  1  jii'se  CeAtnu-Ac  no  jtift  triAnbA-o 
te    hUttcAib    e.  {q)    B.    adds: — A5Uf    -oo   bi    riAoi    nibtiA-otiA  1   t^ije. 

(r)  B.  has  bei-o,  with  some  variation  of  remainder  of  clause.  (s)  B.  adds: — 
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was  Fiacha  Finnolaidh^  whose  son  again  was  Tuathal  Teachtmhar.'^ 
This  Tuathal  had  a  son  Fehmidh  Reachtmhar^^  who  had  in  turn 
three  sons — Conn  Ceadcathach,'^  Eochaidh  Finn,  and  Fiacha 
Suighde.  Conn  was  king  of  Ireland  for  twenty  years  and  the 
productiveness'^  of  crops  and  soil  and  of  dairies  in  the  time  of 
Conn  are  worthy  of  commemoration  and  of  fame  to  the  end  of  time. 
Conn  was  killed  in  Magh  Cobha^^  by  the  Ulster  men,  soil.  : — by 
ilopruid  Tireach'^  and  it  is  principally  his  seed^^  which  has  held 
the  kingship  of  Ireland  ever  since.  Eochaidh  Finn^^  was  second 
son  to  Felimidh  Reachtmhar  and  he  migrated  to  the  latter's 
province  of  Leinster,  and  it  is  in  that  province  his  race  and  progeny 
have  remained  since  then.  They  are  called  Leinstermen,  and  there 
are  many  chieftains  and  powerful  persons  of  them  in  Leinster. 
Fiacha  Suighde^^  moreover,  although  he  died  before  he  succeeded 
to  the  chief  sovereignty,  possessed  land  around  Tara.  He  left 
three  sons — Ross,  Oengus,  and  Eoghan  who  were  renowned  for 
martial  deeds — valiant  and  heroic  in  battle  and  in  conflict.  Of 
the  three,  Oengus  excelled  in  all  gallant  deeds  so  that  he  came  to- 
be  styled  Oengus  of  the  poisonous  javelin.  Cormac  Mac  Art  Mac 
Conn'^  it  was  who  reigned  in  Ireland  at  this  time.  Cormac  had 
a  son  named  Ceallach  who  took  by  force  the  daughter^^  of  Eoghan 
IMac  Fiacha  Suighde  to  dwell  with  him,  i.e.  Credhe  the  daughter 
of  Eoghan.  When  Oengus  Gaebuaibhtheach  ("of  the  poisonous 
javelin")^'  heard  this,  viz.,  that  the  daughter  of  his  brother  had 
been  abducted  by  Ceallach  he  was  roused  to  fury  and  he  followed 
Ceallach  to  Tara  taking  with  him  his  foster  child,  soil.  : — Core 
Duibhne,^  the  son  of  Cairbre,  son  of  Conaire,  son  of  Mogha  Lamha 
whom  Cormac  hold  as  a  hostage  from  the  Munstermen,  and  whom 


1  11A  -oiAi-o.             (t)  B.  has  CUA1-6  30  instead  of  c6i"o.             (w)  B.  substitutes 

^PIIACCACA    for    cumAccAib.  {v)    B.    has    fut    instead  of  niof   rAOfCA. 

(w)  B.  substitutes  m6n-t;.\lAit).  {x)  B.  varies  slightly  here.  (y)  B.  omits 

eoJAin.  (2)   B.  has  o-o  C. 


^  becViA  •oecclAin. 

coitrie^cc  cucc  Copbmxxc  (a)  e.  Asuf  -^'^r  "*oot  50  T:erh|\xM$  -oo 
en5«r  (b)  T)0  (:;onnxMf\c  (c)  Ce^tUc  a\k  culAib  Copbm^MC  in.\ 
fui*6e.  >c\5«r  cucc  r^*6At)  f^^eige  (^)  |:^i|\  ^uja  Cuip  epic  on  CAob 
50  x^p^ile.  Aguf  x^s  c-At)Aifc  nx\  r^eige  -Aff  -oo  ben  x^  tiufAtxinn 
c^f  fuit  CotAbmAic  50  i^orfbtAirr,  -A^uf  -oo  t)en  (6)  x\  t1ut^lx^nn 
ifin  f exJccxMtie  50  t\or  m^fb  ^^uf  ^o  irhcis  pein  x3.5«r  -a-OxMca 
fl^n  xA|\  culA  inA  -oMij  fin.  A  cce^nn  -Aimfipe  (/)  cucc  Cofxt)- 
ni^c  *ox\  xMpe  erbAi-6  -Aitieic  -Aguf  x^  fut  A^v^y  a  \^e6zA\\\e  6  Aensuf 
5x\ebtiAibcec  ^guf  on  a  X)\\<st\\\X)  x^guf  -oo  bpecntng  fe  a  nionn- 
Af.bAX)  onA  n-ouclixMS  ye^n  .1.  6  T)eiril3  Zem\(At  xigur  ni  bUAite 
*\m^in  x\cc  on  (g)  cx\ob  ctiu^ix)  ■oeipin'o  tJile.  A^uf  cuccAt) 
fecc  cc>AC-A  eccopp-A  ni^f  Cx.\of cc^  mA  (h)  -oo  gAbACC-Afv  lonn^fi- 
XiA-o  cuc>A.  xXs«r  "oo  jtonf^c  -oisbx^l  mop  -oo  Copbrn^c  x^gtif  X)a 
ttmmncip  W  rnx\  CAt^ib  pn,  si-oet!)  ^\r  i-AT)rx\n  -oo  cUix)et) 
-Ann,  >A5iif  -oob  eiccen  -ooib  ]:a  -oeoij  xin  -oticrixMs  'Of-ASbxMt 
.\5v1r  1onn.\t^bx^T)  -oo  ^aX)aM  cucxx  (j)  .1.  cpi  meic  ^acUa  Sw^x>e 
.1.  "RoffA  x^5Uf  Oenguf  -Agtif  Go^An,  m-Ap  -a  -oubp^mx^p  pomxMnn 
(k).  Asuf  Ap  n^  nionnA^pbtiT)  mA\y  fin  6  ^15  tiGpenn  zAn^AzrA\^ 
50  fig  iriumAn  50  riOiUU  Oltim  a^  ^aoI  SA^t^be  inline  Ctiinn- 
ceT)-CACb-Ai5  |\ob^  ben  x>6.  XXguf  fUA\KAZZA]\  pep^nn  A^nn  .1.  ua 
'Oeip  triurhxMn,  -Aguf  x^f  -oa  flioCc  fin  .1.  -oo  fliocc  Go^xMn  tDic 
\:)AClr\A  Stii5*oe  aza-o  f  1514  -Agtif  •outcA.f a^  nA  nT)eif  1  ofin  x^nu Af  (/). 
C.  2.  Agtif  -Af  -00  flioCc  A^n  6o$Ain  ceccnA^  fin  At) 
cefpocc  nA^emcA  "OectAin  x)a  tA^ibeofAin  in^f  n*oiAi$  (m)  .1. 
X)eclAn  mAC  Gifc  tTlic  Ufein  ITIic  Itn^'oeAkC  tTlic  TTIiaic  ITlic 
t)fiAin  THic  GogAin  TTlic  Aifc  Cuifp  ITIic  TDofcofb  (n)  ITIic 
tTlefge'DfA  ITI1C  ttleffofe  tTlic  CuAknA  CAkinbfeAC-Ai^  ITIic 
ConfA  CAtbtJA*o^i5  TTlic  Coifppe  TTlic  Go^Ain  TTlic  ^lACtixM-o 
Stii5*oe  TTlic  jTei-otimix)  lleccmAif  TTlic  ZuazaI  Ueccm^if. 
Cifc    mAC   Ufein    imopfo    fi    nA^    n'Oeifi    x^fe    fob    ACliAif    "Oo 

{a)  B.  has — coimeA-o  6  6o|tmAc.        (b)  B.  omits,  •00  O.       (c)  B.  substitutes — fUAi^. 
{d)  B.  has  f AtA-o  -oef teij.  {e)  B.  reads — "oo  tTiA|ift  peAccAi^te  ha  CeAm|iAc 

A5tifo|ton5"oe  cu|iAX)Ait)  CojiniAic.        (/)  B.  reads,  lA|if in.        (g-)  B.  omits  clause. 
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he  had  given  for  safe  custody  to  Oengus.  When  Oengus  reached 
Tara  he  beheld  Ceallach^^  sitting  behind  Cormac.  He  thrust  his 
spear  at  Ceallach  and  pierced  him  through  from  front  to  back. 
However  as  he  was  withdrawing  the  spear  the  handle  struck 
Cormac's  eye  and  knocked  it  out  and  then,  striking  the  steward, 
killed  him.'^'*  He  himself  (Oengus)  with  his  foster  child  escaped 
safely.  After  a  time  Cormac,  grieving  for  the  loss  of  his  son,  his 
eye  and  his  steward  at  the  hands  of  Oengus  of  the  victorious  javelin 
and  of  his  kinsmen,  ordered  their  expulsion  from  their  tribal 
territory,  i.e.  from  the  Decies  of  Tara,-^  and  not  alone  from 
these,  but  from  whole  northern  half  of  Ireland.  However,  seven 
battles'^^  were  fought  in  which  tremendous  loss  was  inflicted  on 
Cormac  and  his  followers  before  Oengus  and  his  people,  i.e.  the 
three  sons  of  Fiacha  Suighde,  namely,  Ross  and  Oengus  and 
Eoghan,  as  we  have  already  said,  were  eventually  defeated,  and 
obliged  to  fly  the  country  and  to  suffer  exile.  Consequent  on 
their  banishment  as  above  by  the  king  of  Ireland  they  sought 
hospitality  from  the  king  of  Munster,  Oilill  Olum,^^  because 
Sadhbh,  daughter  of  Conn  Ceadcathach  was  his  wife.  They  got 
land  from  him,  scil.  :  the  Decies  of  Munster, ^^  and  it  is  to  that 
race,  i.e.  the  race  of  Eoghan  Mac  Fiacha  Suighde  that  the 
kings  and  country  of  the  Decies  belong  ever  since.  Of  this  same 
race  of  Eoghan  was  the  holy  bishop  Declan  of  whom  I  shall 
speak  later  scil.:  Declan  son  of  Eirc,^^  son  of  Trein,  son  of 
Lughaidh,  son  of  Miaich,  son  of  Brian,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of 
Art  Corp,  son  of  Moscorb,  son  of  Mesgeadra,  son  of  Measfore,  son 
of  Cuana  Cainbhreathaigh,  son  of  Conaire  Cathbuadhaigh,  son  of 
Cairbre,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Fiacha  Suighde,  son  of  Felimidh 
Reachtmhar,  son  of  Tuathal  Teachtmhar. 

The  father  of  Declan  was  therefore  Ere  Mac  Trein.     He  and 

(A)  B.  reads  ful.  [i)  B.  omits  three  last  words.  (/)  B,  omits  cuca. 

{k)  B.  omits  clause.  (/)  B.  reads  -oe  coiji.  (m)  B.  reads  in^n  jeineAtAc. 

{n)  B.=inofCA-o|tA. 


8  l)euhA  "oecclAin. 

T)eclAn  x\5Uf  -oo  ctixM-oli  ):ein  -j  a  ben  'Oeitin  co  ceAcri  com- 
bpAC^Ii  -oo  -o^ii]  t>Ainm  T)ot)pAn.  Aguf  Afi  fin  x^imfep  in  a 
ccvMnic  ^m  ctiifmit)  ^coi|\t\cef^  -oo  'Oeicin  A^uf  ife  coifxt^cef 
T)o  bi  xMce  T)ect-An  (o)  •]  po  cuiprh  e  5x\n  cin*oef  s^n  -oolxxf  s^n 
•ooc^rhAt,  •]  x^5^  coccb-(5il  x\n  -01^15  x^beifctie  "oo  ben  Acen*o 
ppi  cloicri  moif\.  A5«f  bit)  x^  pf  x^cctl1b  (p)  50  ccucc  "Oeclxxn 
conrv\|\c^  n^erhc^cc-A  leif,  x^gtir  mio|\buile  a  bpoinn  a  rh<.\cbAp 
>ATriAMl  ^Cx^  fcc|MObc^\  on  f.vit)  : — "  T)e  uuIua  fx\nccipc^tn  ce  ■] 
pfopbecxMTi  in  ^encibuf  -oe-oi  ce  ''  .1.  -do  nx^erhuf  cu  imbpoin-o  -oo 
mv\CA|\  1  cuccuf  -oonA  cineDAib  ^rhxMl  p^it)  cu.  Asuf  if 
^mlxiit)  fin  T)o  bi  'Oecl^n  ^p  nA  nAertiAt)  imbpoinn  xx  iTi^cbA|\ 
-Aguf  xxp  nA  tAbAi|\c  6  'O^A  "oonA  cinex)xMb  in^  ^  fxMt)  tep 
biotnpoi'oe'oti  mofVAn  'oonx^  "O-AOinib  6  jeinncli^ecc  *i5«r  o 
feclip^n  An  cpei-oirh  co  bA-opAt)  Cpiofc  Aguf  An  cpei-oirh 
CACOlice  rriAp  buf  fotluf  in  a|\  tidiais  (q)  6if\  "OO  ben  mtiltAC  (r) 
po  niAec  A  cinT)  f  on  cloicb  cpuAiX)  mAfv  A'oubpAmAp  (s)  Agtif  Af\ 
mbein  a  cinx)  fpiA  -oo  ponAX)  CAbAn  -|  colt  (t)  ipn  cloic  do  peip 
fopinu  (u)  1  cumcA  Acinn  1  nip  (v)  upcoi-oec  -ob  pein  a  inot)  Ap 
bit.  A^uf  nA  "OAOine  "oo  connAipc  y\r\  -oo  ^aX)  longAncuf  mop  iacc 
oip  -oo  bi  Gpe  An  zau  ^w  in  epbAt)  cpeiT)irti  Agup  Af  AnnArh  -oo 
cicbi  corhAptA  nAerhcA  no  CpiopcAi"6e  ai[\  Aon'omne  {w).  Agup 
An  ctocb  A\yA\\  tuic  cent)  *OeclAin  ipe  Ap  Ainm  "oi,  CAppAcc 
'OeclAin.  Agtip  An  cuipcce  no  An  pepcAin  pepAp  ipin  cAbAn 
A  -oubpAniAp  inionAt)  cinx)  "OeclAin  pccpiopcAp  ^AlAip  Agup 
eplAince  teip  -oo  spAfAib  T)e  Agtip  t)o  -Depbut)  AnAerhcACCA  {x). 
C.  3.  1n  oit)ce  geme  (y)  T)eclAin  -oo  CAipbeAnAX)  longnAt) 
mop  "DO  cAcb  Agup  "oon  -opoing  -oo  bi  AccomsAp  -oaic  AgeinemnA 
.1.  CAep  teinncix)e  (2)"opAicpin  cpe  lAfAX)  6  (a)  mullAc  au  cige  inA 
pAibe  *OeclAn,  Agtip  no  ceise-ob  puAp  50  nem  Agtip  AnuAp 
Apip,    A^tip   Aingil    imt)A    nA    cimcelt.      Agtip    bi    bi    piojAtp 

(0)  B.  adds — -oo  pii^  e.  {p)  B.  reads,  aja-o.  {q)  B.  adds — rriAp  -oo 

citiinpix).  (y)  B.  reads — a\\  mbuAin  mullAij.  (s)  B.  substitutes — a|i 

riA  bueir.  {t)  B.  substitutes,  clAif.  {u)  fopmxi  written  in  later  hand 
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his   wife  Deithin  went   on  a  visit   to    the  house  of  his  kinsman 
Dobhran^^  about  the  time  that  Declan's  birth  was  due.     The  child 
she  bore  was  Declan,  whom  she  brought  forth  without  sickness, 
pain  or  difficulty  but  in  being  lifted  up  afterwards  he  struck  his 
head  against   a  great  stone.     Let   it  be   mentioned  that  Declan 
showed  proofs  of  sanctification  and  power  of  miracle-working  in  his 
mother's  womb,  as  the  prophet  writes  :— "De  \Tilva  sanctificavi  te 
et  prophetam  in  gentibus  dedi  te"  (Before  thou  camest  forth  out 
of  the  womb  I  sanctified  thee  and  made  thee  a  prophet  unto  the 
nations.)      Thus  it  is  that  Declan  was  sanctified  in  his  mother's 
womb  and  was  given  by  God  as  a  prophet  to  the  pagans  for  the 
conversion  of  multitudes  of  them  from  heathenism  and  the  misery 
of  unbelief  to  the  worship  of  Christ  and  to  the  Catholic  faith,  as  we 
shall  see  later  on.     The  very  soft  apex  of  his  head  struck  against 
a  hard  stone,^^  as  we  have  said,  and  where  the  head  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  stone  it  made  therein  a  hollow  and  cavity  of  its  own 
form  and  shape,  without  injury  of  any  kind  to  him.     Great  wonder 
thereupon  seized  all  who  witnessed  this,  for  Ireland  was  at  this 
time  without  the  true  faith  and  it  was  rarely  that  any  one  (therein) 
had  shown  heavenly  Christian  signs.     "Declan's  Rock"  is  the  name 
of  the  stone  with  which  the  Saint's  head  came  into  contact.     The 
water  or  rain  which  faUs  into   the  before-mentioned  cavity  (the 
place  of  Declan's  head)  dispels  sickness  and  infirmity,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  as  proof  of  Declan's  sanctity.     On  the  night  of  Declan's 
birth  a  wondrous  sign  was  revealed  to  all,  that  is  to  the  people 
who  were  in  the  neighbourhood    of   the    birthplace  ;    this  was  a 
ball  of  fire  which  was  seen  blazing  on  summit  of  the  house  in  which 
the  child  lay,  until  it  reached  up  to  heaven  and  down  again,  and 
it  was  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  angels.     It  assumed  the  shape 

above  line.  (y)  B.  has  nioji.  (w)  B.  adds— innce  {x)  B.  reads— 

TiAomtAcc  t)eA5lAin.  (y)  B.  reads,  seineAnitiA.  (z)  B.  adds— no 

fAijneAn    ceineA-6.  (a)  B.  has,  aji  tAfA-6   of. 


10  DectiA  T)ecclAin. 

•opeitnipe  *.\fnAMt  "00  CAift3enAt)  "oon  p^cpixipc  1>Acot)  n-Aerhc-A  (6). 
A5«f  n^  •o*^e1ne  *oo  conn^Mpc  A^5t1f  t)o  ctiOklxxi'o  in  ni  fin  •oob 
longnAX)  leo  tie.  Aguf  ni  |\xMt)e  ^  poy  aca  gup  ^be  X)1A^  "oo 
finne  foiUfiucc-AX)  (c)  a  itiiopbuile  (^)  pein  ifin  nAOi-oin  fin  (e) 
-Agtjf  inA  occl-ACti  fein  *oo  bpigli  (/)  50  f-Aibe  efbxM*6  -An  cfei-oim 
off-A  Aiguf  A\f  ^\n  cx^txMTi  -o^  f-At)xM:c^f  vjile.  Aguf  gixiet) 
A\\  UA  vMCfif  fin  *oon  f?iof  CfiofC-Ai'oe  .1.  t)o  Coltn-An,  neocti  "oa 
b-Ai  -An  c-Anfin  in-A  f-Acc-Afc  Aguf  ^^^A  (g)  "oiaMS  inx\  efpoc  n-Aemc-A, 
c-Ainic  fe  in-Ailte  te  gAifoecliuf  mof  ^gtif  *\f  n^  Iioha-oIi  •00 
Spif-AC  nA  pAM'oecc6f-Acc*^  cum  *\n  ion*M*o  iffAMbe  "Oeclx^n  -Aguf 
"oo  fentnoijA  x>a  ctiifcigib  cfei'oetri  Cfiofc  -Agiif  -oo  foillfi^ 
•ooit)  {h)  50  fxMbe  xMriAkC  t-An  "oo  gp^fxMt),  *\5tif  "Oo  foillfigco  T)0 
tnec  5loife  ^xgiif  (i)  onof^  n^  nxM*oen  fin  ^5  T>\a  *^5l1f  ^5 
T)*\oinit!),  "i  x>o  foiltficcet)  •00  -An*^e1'hCx^cc  -Agtif  x^cf^ibcige  "oo 
t)ef-A*6  A.\becA\  (/)  A.\ff.  Aguf  CAinic  "OfefCAMb  (k)  X)e  gtif 
cpeiccfioc  An  *ofon5fin  (l)  .1.  Gfc  -Aguf  'Oeitin  •00  X))A  ^guf  -oo 
Colin^\n.  Agtif  cuccf^c  >An  m*^c  fin  "O-a  b*MfceA\*6  "00  Cotm^An, 
o^guf  -oo  b^ifcc  e.  Aguf  cucc  "Oeclx\n  -OxMnm  fxMf,  -Aguf 
Ati-Aitle  Ab-Aifcce  ^cbefc  CoUtivMi  (m)  ^5  "oenx^m  f<\ifcine  "oon 
n^oi-oin  111  fiA^-onA-Mfe  c-Aicti — ''  50  fifinnecti,  -a  rheic  5fx\*6xM5b 
*^5l1f  Aticce^ifiuv  buT)  vxfo  ^iguf  but)  onofAXCb  innitti  (n)  x^5t1f 
iccA.\linAin  cii  -Agiif  lionf^i-oef  ceicfe  tiAMfoe  Cfe^nn  (0)  "oo  clu 
X)o  n^efhc^xccA  -^5"r  *oo  ■oeigbef  x^guf  foi-ofif  *oo  -ouctuMg 
fein  .1.  UA  'Oeifi  6  eicficecc  50  cfei'Derh  Cfiofc  (p).  XXgiif  x^|\ 
An  A-Db^f  fin  cenglAitnfi  cum^nn  -Aguf  bf-AC^iffi  (q)  fioc  A^uy 
Aicnijiin  X)oz  nAemtACTz  me. 

C.  4.    Agtif  inA  'o^A^^^  fin  (/')  no  lompo  ColiriAn  "oa  lonxxt)  fein 
-Agtif'  *oo   Aitin    t)ecU\n   -ooiletri-Ain   50   rionof-AC  *oeicicnec  (s). 


{b)  Gen.xxviii,  12.  (c)  B.  has -of 01  Itf  15,  {d)  B   reads — triioii  builteA-OA. 

{e)  B.  reads  -pAti  loriA-o  fin,  evidently  a  scribal  error.  (/)  B.  omits  preceding 
six  words  and  substitutes  Ap  f on.  {g)  B.  reads  Annfin,  evidently  another  error. 
(h)  B.  has  fein :  contractions  for  fein  and  -ooib  are  sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish. 
(i)  B    reads — -oe  f  Aifcine  jlAn  ColmAn,  instead  of  last  three  words  of  our  text. 
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of  a  ladder^^  such  as  the  Patriarch,  Jacob  saw.     The  persons  who 
saw  and  heard  these  things  wondered  at  them.     They  did  not 
know  (for  the  true  faith  had  not  yet  been  preached  to  them  or  in 
this  region)  that  it  was  God  who  (thus)  manifested  His  wondrous 
power  (works)  in  the  infant,  His  chosen  child.     Upon  the  foregoing 
manifestation  a  certain  true  Christian,  scil.   : — Colman,^^  at  that 
time  a  priest  and  afterwards  a  holy  bishop,  came,  rejoicing  greatly 
and  filled  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  to  the  place  where  Declan 
was  ;    he  preached  the  faith  of  Christ  to  the  parents  and  made 
known  to  them  that  the  child  was  full  of  the  grace  of  God.     He 
moreover  revealed  to  them  the  height  of  glory  and  honour  to  which 
the  infant  should  attain  before  God  and  men,  and  it  was  revealed  to 
him  that  he  (Declan)  should  spend  his  life  in  sanctity  and  devotion. 
Through  the  grace  of  God,  these,  i.e.  Ere  and  Deithin,  believed  in 
God  and  Colman,  and  they  delivered  the  child  for  baptism  to 
Colman  who  baptised  him  thereupon,  giving  him  the  name  of  Declan. 
When,  in  the  presence  of  all,  he  had  administered  Baptism,  Colman 
spoke  this  prophecy^^  concerning  the  infant  **  Truly,  beloved  child 
and  lord  you  will  be  in  heaven  and  on  earth  most  high  and  holy, 
and  your  good  deeds,  fame,  and  sanctity  will  fill  all   (the  four 
quarters  of)  Ireland  and  you  will  convert  your  own  nation  and  the 
Decies  from  paganism  to  Christianity.     On  that  account  I  bind 
myself  to  you  by  the  tie  of  brotherhood  and  I  commend  myself 
to  your  sanctity.' 

Colman  thereupon  returned  to  his  own  abode  ;   he  commanded 
that  Declan  should  be  brought  up  with  due  care,  that  he  should  be 


(7)  B.  adds,  AitTif eA^t  Af .  (k)  B.  has,  jjiAf  Aib  (/)  B.  adds,  -oif  • 

im)    B.  reads — A-oubAiiir   C.    ia]i   tia  t)AifceAX).  [n)    B.=ai|i    nini. 

(0)  B.=A5Uf  bu-D  tAn  eijie.  {p)  B.  reads,  lompocAi-o  ru  *0eife  6  5einc- 

tix)eAcc  50  C|tiofUAnitAcc.  {q)   B.   reads — ceAngtAim  b-pAitjAeAf  ^juf 

cumAnn.  (y)  B.  omits  three  last  words.  (s)  B.="oeA5-oi'oeA«*-. 


12  t>euliA  T)ecclAin. 

xXsuf  A  cup  cum  leisinn  Accioiiti  ^x^ecc  inDLi^-Oxxn  -oa  pir^jCAi  1:05- 
LAinncro  a\\  bit  xxccorhf:occuf  "oo  *oo  t>eic  inx^  Cpiofc^i-oe.  Agup 
-oo  poittficcne-oti  ru1i)xMlctie  ^^uf  foc.\pcx3.n^i5e  mop  inACCAi-oh 
'Oeccl^m  in  Aimfip  x\  tjxMfce  x\fxx|\  ctucce-oli  50  m^t)  mop  xx 
fuO-AilCe  >A5ur  xx  \\unA  (t)  fpip^cAlcA  i-Ap  ppoipbciuccA-o  -oo. 
ASUf  -dp  bp^icpin  ^5up  ^p  ccltunpn  rivA  neicex)  pm  X)o  Coni- 
bpxxtxMp  eipc  .1,  T)6bp.An,  (w)  -oo  juit)  pe  Gpc  j^gup  'Oeicin  pxMi 
m^c  {v)  -oo  cxxbAipc  •06  -oxx  oilerhvMn  xxgup  cuccat)  t)6  e.  Agup 
ip  e  -Dob  -Ainm  t)on  t>A\le  pin  Aic  Dobp^xin  conuicce  pin.  Agup 
ip  e  A  Ainm  opin  ^mActi  Aic  'OecUMn.  Asup  rucc  T)obp^\n  au 
b^ite  pin  (w)  -00  T)eclxxn  i  -oo  ^itp cMgli  pein  ^\b^\ile  {x)  xxpp  50 
bion^-o  ele.  Agup  ^p  mbeicli  *oo  (y)  T)eclAn  xxcli^ix)  p^-OA  inji 
•DiAigb  pin  mA  eppoc  -oo  pinne  pellA  onopACh  Ann  Anonoip  'Oe. 
Agup  ip  xxnn  aza  An  cion^-opin  ipin  pAnn  cbep  "oonA  Deipib  -oon 

CAOlbh  COip  -oo  mA15  SCCIAC  Agup  n\  pA-OA  UA-QA  CAtAiptnOCU-OA 

.1.  tip  mop.  A^up  -oo  tioilet)  X)eclAn  mAiUe  le  *oeicicin  moip 
A5  T)obp:in  .1.  A5  bpACAip  a  ACliAp  (-2:)  50  cenn  a  peAcc  mbtiA-OAn 
Agtip  -oobA  mop  ^]\A-6  'DeclAin  -oo.  Agtip  Aif*  mop  -oo  miopbuiUb  "oo 
poittpig  T)iA  epic  A\\.  pet)  MA  bAimjipe  pin.  Agiip  ai[\  ccom- 
ntii*6e  (a)  -oo  gpApAib  An  SpipAC  TlAeim  Ann  -oo  pecAin  5A6  tnle 
lo6c  Agtip  gACti  uile  miAn  nemce-OAijceA^  pip  An  Aimpip  pin 
Anio^it  bAT)  CpiopcAi"oe  cpAibceAc  lulrtiAp  e. 

C.  5.  Ap  ccoimlionAt)  a  peAcc  mbliA-OAn  -oo  "OeclAn  {b)  X)o 
cuipetDti  onA  cuip'Oigib  (c)  Agup  onA  tAip'oib  a^u]*  {d)  or\A  luce 
oiLeAfhnA  "DO  'oetiAm  poglAmA  (e)  AtriAit  "00  Aitin  ColmAn.  A511P 
ip  Ctncce  -oo  ctiipet)  he  50  (/)  neocli  cpAibceAC  eccnAit)  "oo 
bi  poippe  ipin  ccpei-oemb  T)Ap  bAinm  t)immA  (g).  Agup  CAinic 
50  nuAi*6e  {h)  An  UAn  pin  6  pupAitem  T)e  1  nCipinn  a\\  mbeit  v6 
Aimpip  pA-OA  inA  becctriAip  A5  pojlAim  lei^inn.  Agup  •00  pinne 
peltA  mAic  ipin   cip  pin   inA   mbeit  A5  -oenArh  poipceccAil  -oo 


[t)  R.  reads,  ^u'iiix)acc.  (m)  B.=ei^c  ihic  Cpein  if  tiA  bAite  pujAX)  "OeAjlAn 

TTiAji  A-o\ibAi|ic.  {v)  B.=nAoix)in.  {w)  B.  adds,  50  bpAt.         {x)  B.  reads^ 

CAifLcAn.  (>')  B.  substitutes,  Ap  n-A0fU5A-D  -oo.  (z)  B.  omits  ihis  clause. 
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well  trained,  and  be  set  to  study  at  the  age  of  seven  3^ears  if  there 
could  be  found  in  his  neighbourhood  a  competent  Christian  scholar 
to  undertake  his  tuition.  Even  at  the  period  of  his  baptism  grace 
and  surpassing  charity  manifested  themselves  in  the  countenance 
of  Declan  so  that  it  was  understood  of  all  that  great  should  be  the 
goodness  and  the  spiritual  charm  of  his  mature  age.  When  Dobhran 
had  heard  and  seen  these  things  concerning  his  kinsman  Ere  he 
requested  the  latter  and  Deithin  to  give  him  the  child  to  foster, 
and  with  this  request  Ere  complied.  The  name  of  the  locality 
was  "  Dobhran 's  Place "^^  ai  that  time,  but  since  then  it  has  been 
"Declan's  Place."  Dobhran  presented  the  homestead  to  Declan 
and  removed  his  own  dwelling  thence  to  another  place.  In  after 
years,  when  Declan  had  become  a  bishop,  he  erected  there  a 
celebrated  cell  in  honour  of  God,  and  this  is  the  situation  of  the 
cell  in  question  : — In  the  southern  part  of  the  Decies,  on  the  east 
side  of  Magh  Sgiath^^  and  not  far  from  the  city  of  Mochuda  i.e. 
Lismore.  For  the  space  of  seven  years  Declan  was  fostered^^  with 
great  care  by  Dobhran  (his  father's  brother)  and  w^as  much  loved  by 
him.  God  wrought  many  striking  miracles  through  Declan's  instru- 
mentality during  those  years.  By  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling 
in  him  he  (Declan) — discreet  Christian  man  that  he  was — avoided 
every  fault  and  every  unlawful  desire  during  that  time. 

On  the  completion  of  seven  years  Declan  was  taken  from  his 
parents  and  friends  and  fosterers  to  be  sent  to  stud}^  as  Colman  had 
ordained.  It  was  to  Dioma^  they  sent  him,  a  certain  devout  man 
perfect  in  the  faith,  who  had  come  at  that  time  by  God's  design  into 
Ireland  having  spent  a  long  period  abroad  in  acquiring  learning. 
He   (Dioma)   built  in  that  place   a   small   cell  wherein  he   might 

(a)  B.  adds,  nAirjieAb.  {b)  B.  omits  name.  (c)  B.=tuifmi5r;eo|iib. 

{d)  B.  omits  clause.  [e)  B.  reads,  ■o'fojtuim  tic|ti-6eAccA  e  (/)  B.  has, 

50  ntii5  ncAc.  {g)  B.=*OiomA  a  Aitim.  {h)  6=50111115  e. 


14  tDeutiA  T)ecclAin. 

"Oectxxn  -Asuf  itia  mbeic  a  corhnuiT)e  pein  "oo  griAC.  A^uf 
T)o  ctiifve'6  teATi^b  occ  ele  "0-a|\  bAinm  C-Aipp|\e  itjac  Colm-Ain  [i) 
^p  Aen  cfliccix)  le  X)eccl^n  cmcce  "o^  fostAim.  Aguf  x>o  bi 
An  Coif\p|\e  fin  in-A  e-Afpoc  riAerhcA  onopAC  tiA  ^6^A^^  fin.  Asuf 
-oo  t)^ccx^f  ^n  T)Mf  fin  (/)  xximf ef  \:ax)A  Af f ocAif  ^cele  ^5  -oen-Arh 

C.  6,  Agtif  "OO  b-Acc^f  moi|\f  eif ef  t)0  'OAOinib  in^  ccorhntii"6e 
If  in  xMCCfeib  -oo  bi  if  in  lon^-o  fin  .1.  iTtl^isb  Sciac.  Agiif  "Oo 
foittficce"6  (/)  T)oib  50  mime  x\n  c^ef  ceinet)li  a  'oubfAmx^|\ 
"00  conn-AfCAf  (m)  in^m  gememnA  "OectAin.  Aguf  c-Aimc  "oo 
SfAfAib  {n)  X)e  giifAb  i^-ofin  cex)  -OAome  x)Ofinne  fAifcine 
Aguf  (0)  foiUfiuccAt)  Af  An  fAignen  fin.  Agtif  CAn^ACCAf  An 
moiffeifef  fo  mAf  a  f Aibe  "OecclAn,  Aguf  x)o  ^AbACCAf  e  mAf 
mAigifcif  Agtif  mAf  cigefnA.  Aguf  -oo  foiUfiseccAf  bi 
ifiA-ontife  CA16  Accoiccinne  50  mA-o  CAfpoc  e  ia|\  izAn  (p).  As«f 
A  'oubf ACCAf  50  fAi"6emAit  "  Uiucf a  tA  A  TTieic  5f a"6ai5  Aguf 
A  fefboncAi-oe  "Oe  inA  ciubfAimne  finn  pein  Agtif  Af  monA-o 
■oeicfi.  Aguf  If  AfhlAit)  fin  -oo  bi  oif  -oo  cfeicceccAf  inA 
X)iAi5  fin  [q)  T)0  "Oia,  a^^^X"  "oo  bAifcceAt)  iacc  {r).  Agtif  'OO 
bACCAf  eccnAit)  cf AibceAC  fuifechAif  Aguf  t)o  cnm-OAiset)  leo 
fecc  cceAmpuiU  mAf  onoif  "oo  "Oia  Accimcell  TTlAisbe  Sciac. 

C.  7.  "00  bi  'OecclAn  Aimf ef  f  a-oa  Abf  ocAif  An  T)uine  nAemcA 
A-oubfAmAf  (s)  .1.  "OimmA.  A^uf  -oo  foglAim  fe  teigcAnn  Aguf 
CfAbAX),  Agnf  ecfAiritAcc  elA-OAn  {t),  Aguf  foifceccAil  Aicce. 
Aguf  X)0  bi  lulrhAf  feim  ACfAineAC  (u)  lonncA.  A^uf  CAns- 
ACCAf  "OAOine  iomx)A  "OAf  bAitniX)  UAifle  IDecclAin  -oo  feif  folA 
Af  nA  ctoifcin  -Doib  mecc  AnAemcACCA  Aguf  a  %^Ay.  Aguf 
•00  nrhtAigeccAf  iACC  fein  -oo.  Aguf  tdo  gAbACCAf  cuca  a 
cuing  fiAjtA  Agtif  cfAbAiX)  OO  cengAl  offA.  Agiif  T)o  bfet- 
nAig  {v)  T)eclAn  -ool  "OO  lloimb  -Of oglAim  bef  Aguf  mot)  eccAtf  a 

(j)  B.  =eol/tiiTn.  (/)  B.  adds,  1  nempeAcc.  (A)  omitted  in  B. 

(^)  B.  reads,  f  01  tlfijci.  (m)  B.adds,  no  An  fAisneAii.  (w)  B.=b  5|iAf  Aib. 

(0)  B.  omits  f .  A5vif .  (/?)  B.=1f An  Aimfi^i  -oo  bi  cuca.  (q)  B.  omits 


LIFE  OF  ST.   DECLAN.  15 

instruct  Declan  and  dwell  himself.  There  was  given  him  also,  to 
instruct,  together  with  Declan,  another  child,  scil.,  Cairbre  Mac 
Colmain,^^  who  became  afterwards  a  holy  learned  bishop.  Both 
these  were  for  a  considerable  period  pursuing  their  studies 
together. 

There  were  seven  men  dwelling  in  Magh  Sgiath,  who  frequently 
saw  the  fiery  globe  which  it  has  been  already  told  they  first  beheld 
at  the  time  of  Declan 's  birth.  It  happened  by  the  Grace  of 
God  that  they  were  the  first  persons  to  reveal  and  describe  that 
lightning.  These  seven  came  to  the  place  where  Declan  abode 
and  took  him  for  their  director  and  master.  They  made  known 
publicly  in  the  presence  of  all  that,  later  on,  he  should  be  a  bishop 
and  they  spoke  prophetically: — "The  day,  O  beloved  child  and 
servant  of  God,  wiU  come  when  we  shall  commit  ourselves  and 
our  lands  to  thee."  And  it  fell  out  thus  (as  they  foretold),  for, 
upon  believing,  they  were  baptised  and  became  wise,  devout  (and) 
attentive  and  erected  seven  churches^®  in  honour  of  God  around 
Magh  Sgiath.  Declan  remained  a  long  time  with  Dioma,  the 
holy  man  we  have  named,  and  acquired  science  and  sanctity 
and  diversity  of  learning  and  doctrine,  and  he  was  prudent, 
mild,  and  capable  so  that  many  who  knew  his  nobility  of  blood 
came  when  they  had  heard  of  the  fullness  of  his  sanctity  and 
grace.  Moreover  they  submitted  themselves  to  him  and  accepted 
his  religious  rule. 

Declan  judged  it  proper  that  he  should  visit  Rome  to  study 
discipline  and  ecclesiastical  system,  to  secure  for  himself  esteem 


three  last  words.  (r)  B.  reads — "00  |tinne  X)ia  •oAoine  f  oijibte  c^hhieAtA 

T)iot).  (s)  B.  omits  clause.  {t)  B.  omits  etA-oAn  and  writes  f5|tibinn  for 

Vei5enn.  (m)  B.=xiCTTif viinneAc.  {v)   B  =b'  e  Aitne 


16  tDGUliA  -oecctAin. 

fenTti6if\  -oo  t^^-6  -ootia  poiplib.  Aguf  cum  50  cciub^xxt)  fe 
lU-A^tA  n^  KorhA  {w)  leif  'oo  pei]v  m^p  -oo  b^cc^t^  f-An  Tloini. 
Aguf  "OO  imci5  |?ein  Aguf  -ot^ong  t)a  -Deifcipt^it)  teif  A^uf  nif\ 
^n  50  foccxMti  r\A  Tlorhxi  (:v)  *o6,  xxgtif  *oo  finne  cottinuToe  innce 
te  ri^imptx  (y\ 

C.  8.  1p  in  xximfep  (z)  -oo  bi  ef  poc  riAerhcA  .1.  Aittte,  -aja  ttooL 
n«imif\  btixi-OAn  |\oirhe  fin  -do  cum  n^  tlotriA  -Asuf  -oo  bi  -Ann  -Appo- 
chxM|\  tlitxNpitif  pApA,  oi|A  ife  -oo  jAinne  Gfpoc  "oe  (a).  Asiif  ^t^ 
rrool  "OO  "Oect-An  in^ilte  te  nA  "oeif  ciplxxib  Cutn  n^  RoriiA  T)o  5^5 
5-Ain*oec1iuf  ^stjf  tiixxt5xM|\e  mop  Ailbe  foime,  Aguf  x)o  f:oill- 
figVi  A  nAemcAcc  x^guf  a  u-Aifle  6  f?uil  •oon  poput  tlomA^nx^c. 
Aguf  |?tJ*M|\  onoi^i  A^uy  5pAX)ti  -piiMnneAcli  on  popul  A^guf  on 
Cteip  tlom^nAig  ai|\  nA  xMtne  T)6ib  xMtixMt  \\obA  "oiongmx^tA  '06, 
oijA  *oo  t)i  "oe-Af  •oeg-'oenmA  o  f?oi|Am,  x^gtjf  urhAt  in^  oibpech^ib, 
iAgtif  mitif  in-A  X)\^^At\\A^X),  x^guf  mofA  in^  corhAijite,  4511^  fAejt 
in-A  c6m|AA"6,  -A^tif  ftIti)A1lcex^c  inA  •0|\eicb,  Aguf  f-Aijifing  inx\ 
tio-otxMctib,  n-Aemc-A  mA  beAzhA  xiguf  cxMtnem^c  inx\  mio|\- 
builib. 

C.  9.  Agtif  A\\  ccoimtionA'o  mo|\xMn  •00  txMtib  "oo  X)eclAn 
ifin  tloiiti  -co  bop-Q-Aisexxt)  inA  Ox^f poc  e  on  pApA,  -Aguf  a\\  zzAhA^\\T: 
teAX)A\y  A^uy  \\)a^Ia6  x^5t^f  tii|\*o  r\A  tiecc-Ailp  '06  *do  cm\\eA'o 
cum  Gjie^nn  e  on  pApA  lonnuf  50  fexxnmopA'oli  ye  innce.  Af\ 
cceilebpA*o  x^5Uf  x3k|\  -ppxijbAil  bennx^ccxin  x^n  p^pA  *oo  'Oect^n 
•00  cionnfccxMn  cecc  50  b6fvinn.  Aguf  "00  lenAZZA\y  mofiAn 
•DO  Uomxxncuib  e  -co  teAchz  leif  1  nCpinn  *oo  -oenArh  Anoitit|\e 
-A^uf  "00  CAb-Aipc  AmheAzYiA'o  -Af  po  6uin5  ^5Uf  pd  pi-AgAit 
Bfpoic  'OeclAMn.  Aguf  ec^fA  s^xcb  necb  x)a  ccAinic  leif  -oib 
c-Ainic  Tlunxin  m^c  fij  tlorfiAn.  Aguf  |\ob  lonmAin  te  'OeccLj^n 
eifium. 

C.  10.  Aguf  u-A|vtA  "O-A  cete  -a|a  fliccii!)  r\A  tiBcxMle,  Gfpoc 
X)eclAn  A^uy  Pacjauicc.     Aguf  ni  |\Aibe  px^uf^u1c  -An  cx^nfin  inA 


(w)  B.=5o  -orusAX)  fe  o]i-o  A^uf  |ii05tA  TIottiattoa.  (;r)  B,  omits  clause. 
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and  approbation  thence,  and  obtain  authority  to  preach  to  the 
(Irish)  people  and  to  bring  back  with  him  the  rules  of  Rome  as 
these  obtained  in  Rome  itself.  He  set  out  with  his  followers 
and  he  tarried  not  till  he  arrived  in  Rome  where  they  remained 
some  time. 

At  the  same  period  there  was  a  holy  bishop,  i.e.  Ailbe,"" 
who  had  been  in  Rome  for  a  number  of  years  before  this 
and  was  in  the  household  of  Pope  Hilary''^  by  whom  he  had  been 
made  a  bishop.  When  Declan  with  his  disciples  arrived  in  Rome 
Ailbe  received  him  with  great  affection  and  gladness  and  he  bore 
testimony  before  the  Roman  people  to  his  (Declan 's)  sanctity  of 
life  and  nobility  of  blood.  He  (Declan)  therefore  received  marks 
of  honour  and  sincere  affection  from  the  people  and  clergy  of  Rome 
when  they  came  to  understand  how  worthy  he  was,  for  he  was 
comely,  of  good  appearance,  humble  in  act,  sweet  in  speech,  prudent 
in  counsel,  frank  in  conversation,  virtuous  in  mien,  generous  in 
gifts,  holy  in  life  and  resplendent  in  miracles.  When  Declan  had 
spent  a  considerable  time  in  Rome  he  was  ordained  a  bishop  by  the 
Pope,  who  gave  him  church-books  and  rules  and  orders  and  sent  him 
to  Ireland  that  he  might  preach  there.  Having  bidden  farewell  to 
the  Pope  and  received  the  latter 's  blessing  Declan  commenced  his 
journey  to  Ireland.  Many  Romans  followed  him  to  Ireland  to 
perform  their  pilgrimage  and  to  spend  their  lives  there  under  the 
yoke  and  rule  of  Bishop  Declan,  and  amongst  those  who 
accompanied  him  was  Runan,  son  of  the  king  of  Rome ;  he  was 
dear  to  Declan. 

On  the  road  through  Italy  Bishop  Declan  and  Patrick  met. 
Patrick  was  not  a  bishop  at  that  time,  though  he  was  (made  a  bishop) 

(y)  B.=^e  YiAtA-o.  {z)  B.=fin.  (a)  B.=Immense  lacuna  here. 

C 


18  t)eutiA  •oecctAin. 

epfcop  -Agtif  -oo  bi  mA  -01^15  6  Celcinuf  p^pA  xi^up  -oo  cuipe'ori 
e  DO  fentnoiti  T)onA  lieifieAncxMb  oi|\  x\fe  pAccpuic  lApppp  Af 
<Mf\*o-e*ifpoc  innp  Ofve^nn  50  liiomUvn.  Aguf  -oo  ceitet:)f\-ACCAt\ 
"DA  ceile,  x^5Uf  *oo  cen5t-ACC*^|\  cwmAnn  ^guf  bp^tAifVfi  eccojitvA. 
Agtif  cuccAcc-Af\  poccA  T)A|\oite  mA|\  corhA|\cA  fictie.  A^uf 
"OO  itncig  SACli  necti  -oib  te  ua  coifcc  pein  .1.  T)ecclAn  t)o  cum 
nGfveAnn  Aguf  p^Cfuicc  -oo  cum  n-A  RorhA. 

C.  II.  "Oo  5At>  "OeclAti  ■OApAt)  Aippinn  in  ecclAif  -oo  bi  |\erhe 
A\\  in  fticcit).  A^uf  -oo  cui|\eT)  ctoc  bee  *oub  cuicce  -oo  nirh 
C|\e  puinneois  n^  beccAitfi  Afcecti.  Asufoo  An  a|\  An  Atcdip  bi 
ppiA-bnufe  T)ectAin.  Aguf  -oo  ^Ab  SAifi-oecbuf  mop  'OectAn 
A^A  pAicfin  Aguf  cucc  molAX)  A^uf  5toi|\  -oo  CfAiofc  A\{A  fon. 
Aguf  -DO  bi  inncinn  -OAinsen  Aicce  inACCAit)  AinppefA  Aguf 
mit^efuin  nA  seinncUjeccA  onA  beit  Aicce.  Aguf  cucc  fe  An 
cloccftn  "oon  TlunAn  A*oubt\AmAf\  .1.  mAC  pisb  RorhAn  X)a 
coitfiecc  Aguf  T)A  iom(iA|\.  Asuf  ife  Ainm  -oo  bepA|A  a\\^  in 
6|\inn  .1.  T)uibin  tD^clAin.  Aguf  onA  X)At  •00  SAbfe  An  CAinm  fin 
cuicce  oi|\  Af  -oub  -oo  peip  -OacIia  be.  Aguf  *oo  p oittf  igeAtJ  6 
5tiAf Alb  X)6  Aguf  'OectAin  mio|\buile  50  mime  epic  A^uf  mAfAit) 
pof  in-o  ecclAif  T)eclAin. 

C.  12.  Ap  ccecc  "00  "OectAn  mAitle  f\e  nA  Cui^oeCcAin  nAem 
-oo^um  mA^A  til6c  nip  f eA*o  f e  long  -opA^Ait  DuipefbAit)  cofccAif 
6ip  ni  pAibe  An  ni  *oo  f  ipeAi!)  Aip  Aige.  Asuf  *oo  eicigb  Aen  long 
T)ib  e  ApAfon  pin.  A^up  -oo  benpAn  a  ctocc,  Agup  •00  pinne 
upnAige  6um  nT)e  pAnA  pupcAcc  Apin  CAp  pin.  Agup  ax"  ^e\^\y 
inA  "oiAis  pin  -oo  cet)  T)e  50  ppACACCAp  tong  Cuca  a\^  bApp  nA 
cuinne  50  6ete,  Agup  hi  polArh  jAn  Aon  n*ouini  innce  Agup  ^aw 
peot  puippe.  Agup  A-oubAipc  T)ectAn  in  Ainm  Cpiopc  T)enAm 
ipin  tuing  ucc.  Agup  An  ci  "oo  6uip  CuccAinn  bi  cpeopoctiAiX) 
pe  pein  bi  50  binitl  -ouinn  cum  An  puipc  inAb  Ail  teip  pinn  x>o 
t)ut,  A^up  -oo  CuACAp  te  bpeicip  "OectAin  innce  Agup  popnA  An 
tons  mAitte  te  poipbeAp  Agup  pe  binnittiup  no  gup  sAb  pope 
bi  SAXAib.     Agup  A\\.  n-QOt  -oo  "OectAn  mAitte  pe  nA  "oeipciptAib 
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subsequently  by  Pope  Celestinus,  who  sent  him  to  preach  to  the 
Irish.  Patrick  was  truly  chief  bishop  of  the  Irish  island.  They  bade 
farewell  to  one  another  and  they  made  a  league  and  bond  of  mutual 
fraternity  and  kissed  in  token  of  peace.  They  departed  thereupon 
each  on  his  own  journey,  scil.  : — Declan  to  Ireland  and  Patrick 
to  Rome. 

Declan  was  beginning  mass  one  day  in  a  church  which  lay  in 
his  road,  when  there  was  sent  him  from  heaven  a  little  black  bell, 
(which  came)  in  through  the  window  of  the  church  and  remained  on 
the  altar  before  Declan.  Declan  greatly  rejoiced  thereat  and  gave 
thanks  and  glory  to  Christ  on  account  of  it,  and  it  filled  him  with 
much  courage  to  combat  the  error  and  false  teaching  of  heathen- 
dom. He  gave  the  bell'*^  for  safe  keeping  and  carriage,  to  Runan 
aforesaid,  i.e.  son  of  the  king  of  Rome,  and  this  is  its  name  in 
Ireland — "The  Duibhin  Declain,"  and  it  is  from  its  colour  it  derives 
its  name,  for  its  colour  is  black.  There  were  manifested,  by  grace 
of  God  and  Declan 's  merits,  many  miracles  through  its  agency 
and  it  is  still  preserved  in  Declan 's  church. 

When  Declan  and  his  holy  companions  arrived  at  the  Sea  of 
Icht*^  he  failed,  owing  to  lack  of  money,  to  find  a  ship,  for  he  did 
not  have  the  amount  demanded,  and  every  ship  was  refused  him 
on  that  account.  He  therefore  struck  his  bell  and  prayed  to  God 
for  help  in  this  extremity.  In  a  short  time  after  this  they  saw 
coming  towards  them  on  the  crest  of  the  waves  an  empty,  sailless 
ship  and  no  man  therein.  Thereupon  Declan  said  : — ^'*Let  us  enter 
the  ship  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  He  who  has  sent  it  to  us  will 
direct  it  skilfully  to  what  harbour  soever  He  wishes  we  should 
go."  At  the  word  of  Declan  they  entered  in,  and  the  ship  floated 
tranquilly  and  safely  until  it  reached  harbour  in  England.  Upon 
its   abandonment  by  Declan   and  his   disciples  the  ship  turned 
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eifce  "00  lompo  ^n  tong  ^suf  "oo  ctiu-Ai*o  gwf  -Ati  lotiAT)  Afx\ 
cc-Ainic  -Aguf  nx\  'OAoine  "oo  conn-Aipc  x\5tif  'oo  6uaLa  tia  mio|\t!)Uite 
fin  -00  rhe'OxMseccxxtA  xMtim  "Oe  x^guf  nx\omcA.\6c  T)ecLxMn.  Aguf 
*oo  p|\-A*0  bpi-Acp-A  tD^tJit)  xMi  c^n  fin  mx^f  A\'oub-Aifc  :  *'ini|^At)itif 
'Oeuf  in  fx\nccif  fiiif  "  (b)  .i.  Ay  lon^Ant^c  T)ia  in>A  nAeriiAib. 

C.  13.  InA  "oiAig  fin  c^Mnic  T)eclAn  cum  nCfe^nn  acz  Aon 
ni  |\ob-AOi  tDect-An  5I1C  mx\f  n*\txM]A  neirhe  x^5Uf  cennfx\  nriAfv 
(iotxMm,  ^5Uf  cofrhAit  fif  An  mbeicli  v\f  fotx\Cx\f,  6if  m^f 
tiom-Aifccef  -An  becti  An  mil  x^guf  f ectinx^f  nx\  tiiibe  uftoi-oeACtiA 
If  -Arht-Ait)  fin  -oo  finne  T)ectAn,  oif  -oo  ciomfAig  fe  fmifv  mitif 
nA  ngf^f  Aguf  n^  fccfiopcuifet)  n'oiA'OA  lonntif  ^uf  lionet) 
'oe  e.  As^r  "OO  bAZZA\\  cetf^f  -oefpocc^it)  n^emcA  1  n^pinn 
mxMlle  fe  n^  n*oeifciplxMt)  foirh  P-ACfAicc  "OO  ce-Acc  innce 
•oo  finne  fenmoif  A^uf  foif cecAl  T)e  innce  -oo  fiolA'O.  Aguf 
if  ^AZZ  An  cecf Af  fin  Aitbe  x^5Uf  Gfpoc  lubxMf  Agtif  T)ectAn 
Agtjf  C^A\\A1^.  A\s"r  "oo  CxMffngecc-Af  fo  mofAn  *oo  '6-AOinil> 
6  f ecbf An  6um  cf eiT)im  Cfiofc,  gi'be'O  if e  pACfAicc  -oo  fiot  An 
Cfei-oem  1  nOfinn  Asuf  ife  fo  tionnco  ci5efnAi"6e  Agtif  fi^Ae 
nA  bGfeAnn  ffi  bACAif  Aguf  cfei-oerh  A^uf  io-6bAifc  Aguf  bfeic- 
emnuf  bf  acIia. 

C.  14.  Aguf  *oo  finneccAf  An  cfiuf  fo  .1.  T)ectAn  Aguf 
Ailbe  Agiif  GAfpoc  lubtiAif  CAifoef  A^uf  cumAnn  eccoffA  fein 
Aguf  An  "Ofong  "OO  ciucf At)  inA  n^oiAig  co  bf At  innimb  Aguf  1 
ccAtmAin.  A^iif  *oo  X)azza\^  50  jfA-OAC  fA  6eile.  x^5Uf  fo 
5f  A'obuis  Aitbe*OeclAn  ACeite  gomof  o  gf  ax)  bpAitf  ertiAit  lonnuf 
nAf  bAit  leo  f ccAf At)  fe  6eite  6  met)  a  ngf a'da  "OAf oite  acc  le 
CAf  eiccencAc  Af  fuf AileAtti  a  nx)eifcipAL  munA  fCCAfOAif  feAl 
Aitgeff  fe  Afoile.  Aguf  *oo  cuait)  "OeclAn  nA  "oiai^  fin  -oa 
t)ucbAi5  fein  "oonA  T)eifib  ITIumAn  ^s'S^y  "OO  fenmoif  -ooib, 
•J  "oo  bAifCC  mof An  "oibb  1  nAinm  Cfiofc.  Aguf  "oo  lompo  iacc 
6um  An  cfeiT)im  CACOilice  6  curhACcAib  An   "oiAbAil.     Aguf  "o.a 

(b)  Psalm  Ixviii,  36. 
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back  and  went  again  to  the  place  from  which  it  had  come  and 
the  people  who  saw  the  miracles  and  heard  of  them  magnified 
the  name  of  the  Lord  and  Declan,  and  the  words  of  the  prophet 
David  were  verified: — "Mirabilis  Deus  in  Sanctis  Suis  (God  is 
wonderful  in  His  Saints.") 

After  this  Declan  came  to  Ireland.  Declan  was  wise  like 
a  serpent  and  gentle  like  a  dove  and  industrious  like  the 
bee,  for  as  the  bee  gathers  honey  and  avoids  the  poisonous 
herbs  so  did  Declan,  for  he  gathered  the  sweet  sap  of  grace 
and  Holy  Scripture  till  he  was  filled  therewith.  There  were 
in  Ireland  before  Patrick  came  thither  four  holy  bishops 
with  their  followers  who  evangelized  and  sowed  the  word  of 
God  there  ;  these  are  the  four  : — ^Ailbe,  Bishop  Ibar,  Declan, 
and  Ciaran.'*^  They  drew  multitudes  from  error  to  the  faith 
of  Christ,  although  it  was  Patrick  who  sowed  the  faith  through- 
out Ireland  and  it  is  he  who  turned  chiefs  and  kings  of  Ireland 
to  the  way  of  baptism,  faith  and  sacrifice  and  everlasting  judg- 
ment. 

These  three,  scil.: — Declan,  Ailbe  and  Bishop  Ibar  made  a  bond 
of  friendship  and  a  league  amongst  themselves  and  their  spiritual 
posterity  in  heaven  and  on  earth  for  ever  and  they  loved  one 
another.  SS.  Ailbe  and  Declan,  especially,  loved  one  another  as  if 
they  were  brothers  so  that,  on  account  of  their  mutual  affection 
they  did  not  like  to  be  separated  from  one  another — except  for 
something  arising  out  of  duty  towards  their  followers  which  might 
keep  them  apart  for  a  very  short  time.  After  this  Declan  returned 
to  his  own  country — to  the  Decies  of  Munster — where  he  preached, 
and  baptized,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  many  whom  he  turned  to 
the  Catholic  faith  from  the  power  of  the  devil.  He  built  numerous 
churches  in  which  he  placed  many  of  his  own  followers  to  serve 
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cunro^iget)  eccx\lf-A  lonroAi  tA\y  in  jao  0|a-oui5  niop^\n  x)a 
-oeifcipt^it)  pein  -oo  •oen*\m  feipbip  Aguf  po^^ncA  -oo  "Oia  Aguf 
"oo  CAfitxMns  AD  popuil  o  nepc  -oixxbxMl  cum  T)e. 

C.  15.  T)o  cuxMt)  "Oecl^n  Aimfep  eiccin  -opof  ^n  ion*Mt)  jda 
f  iicc^t)  e.  ^suf  "ootAoine  comnui-oe  X)a  picec  Ia  x\nn  ASiip  -oo 
ciiriTO^Mget)  leir  loriAiT)  onofv-ACti  in^v  f^ibe  sn^ACuccAt)  IoCca 
ciAAbAit)  x)o  fi|A.  Asuf  If  Atitifin  c-AngACCAfx  An  inoitvfeife|A 
-A'OtJt)fVAmA|A  fotrioinn  *oo  poine  a  nxMccpebh  a  ccimceAlt  TTlAigbe 
SciAt,  Aguf  -oo  pinne  Ar\  pAi'oeccop-Acc  -oionnfuige  "OeclxMu 
Aguf  cuccACCAp  1ACC  pein  Agiif  a  niotiAX)  t)o  niA|\  'Oo 
jeAllACCAp  A^tif  If  ^AX)  fo  a  tiAnniAtiiiA  .1.  IDocelloc  Agup 
tliA-OAin  (c),  ColmAn  A^uf  UACCAin  (d),  ptrolog,  Cx\emAn  (c),  &c. 
Aguf  -oo  bACCAf  An  •ofon^fo  fo  fiAgAil  Gfpoic  *OeclAin  inA 
•01A15  fin,  Aguf  cuccACCAf  AmbecA  50  conAig  Af,  Aguf  -oo 
f mneccAf  miofbuite  lonroA  AfA  bAitle. 

C.  16.  A  ccnin  Aimfife  ete  -oo  cuaix)  "OeclAn  rr\A\\  a  juxibe 
Aenguf  niAc  tlACff  Aicb  fi  CAif il  Aguf  -oo  fenmoif  -oo,  A^uf  -oo 
CAipcc  A  cuf  A\\  cpei-oerh  ua  tieccAilfi.  A^uf  "oo  bACCAf  Ag 
X)ectAn  -oiAf  -oefbf ACAf  'oo  CAOib  a  mACAp  -oo  ctoinn  Aenguf a 
.1.  CotmAn  A^uf  BogAn  AnAnmAnnAe.  Aguf  Af  nA-bnAt)  SfAf 
An  SpiofAic  llAeirh  1  cColniAn  "oo  cbuAix)  mA|\  a  fAibe  Ailbe 

Imtlg,  AgUf  *00  JAbb   bAlf CeAX)   UA-OA  AgUf    Albl'CC     CfAbAlX)  AgUf 

•00  bi  niA  fAffAt)  feAlAC  A5  foglAim  teiginn,  Agnf  -oo  pinne 
f eAf  nAerhcA  foiffe  f a  *oeoi5  "oe.  Asuf  -oo  bi  GocbAi-o  inA 
cfut  fein  A5  fuipec  le  fige  ttluniAn  inT)iAi5  a  aca|\,  A^uf 
-oo  gui-bex)  A  ACAif  f  A  onoif  *oo  CAbAif  c  *oo  'OeclAn  -da  bp ActiAif . 
A^uf  -oofinne  An  fi  fin,  6if  nif  coifmifcc  fe  'OeclAn  inA 
fenmoif.  'A^uf  *oo  CAicnex)  fif  cfAbAt)  Aguf  ceccufcc 
'OecclAin  5i*oeT)1i  nif  cfeicc  •00,  Aguf  nif  gAb  bAifcex)!!  ua*da. 
Aguf  A-oeificc  -ofons  gufAb  e-ob  fo-oefA  fin  .1.  tDeclAn  x)o 
belt  -obnA  *06ifib,    Aguf  tecb   Cuinn,   Aguf  Aenguf  do  beich 

(c)  Beanus,  in  the  Latin  version.  (d)  Lachnyn,  in  the  Latin  version. 
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and  worship  God  and  to  draw  people  to  God  from  the  wiles  of 
Satan. 

Once  on  a  time  Declan  came  on  a  visit  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  where  he  remained  forty  days  there  and  established  a  religious 
house  in  which  devout  men  have  dwelt  ever  since.  Then  came  the 
seven  men  we  have  already  mentioned  as  having  made  their  abode 
around  Magh  Sgiath  and  as  having  prophesied  concerning  Declan. 
They  now  dedicated  themselves  and  their  establishment  to  him 
as  they  had  promised  and  these  are  their  names  :— Mocellac  and 
Riadan,  Colman,  Lactain,  Finnlaoc,  Kevin,  &c.'*^  These  there- 
fore were  under  the  rule  and  spiritual  sway  of  bishop  Declan 
thenceforward,  and  they  spent  their  lives  devoutly  there  and 
wrought  many  wonders  afterwards. 

After  some  time  Declan  set  out  to  visit  Aongus  MacNatfrich,^^ 
king  of  Cashel,  to  preach  to  him  and  to  convert  him  to  the  faith  of 
Christ.  Declan  however  had  two  uterine  brothers,  sons  of  Aongus, 
scil.:  Colman  and  Eoghan.'*^  The  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  inspiring 
him  Colman  went  to  Ailbe  of  Emly  and  received  baptism  and  the 
religious  habit  at  the  latter 's  hands,  and  he  remained  for  a  space 
sedulously  studying  science  until  he  became  a  saintly  and  perfect 
man.  Eochaid  however  remained  as  he  was  (at  home) — expecting 
the  kingdom  of  Munster  on  his  father's  death,  and  he  besought  his 
father  to  show  due  honour  to  his  brother  Declan.  The  king  did 
so  and  put  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  Declan 's  preaching  but  was 
pleased  with  Declan 's  religion  and  doctrine,  although  he  neither 
believed  nor  accepted  baptism  himself.  It  is  said  that  refusal  (of 
baptism)  was  based  on  this  ground  :  Declan  was  of  the  Decies  and 
of  Conn's  Half,**^  while  Aongus  himself  was  of  the  Eoghanacht  of 

ie)  Caminanus,  in  the  Latin  version. 
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•oeo^-AtiAcc  CvMfil  tnum>An  x\f  nx\mA  "ooriA  'Oeipt)  "oo  -^nAt. 
Agtif  ni  x)0  neiiitoit  "oon  cfiei"oerh  n^\p  cfAeicc  mA\\  -oefxbcAix  ^r 
fo  .1.  An  c*An  T)o  cux\tAi'6  ^n  pi,  pAcp-Aicc  Ai|\T)eAfpucc  n-A 
tiOtie^nn  "oo  beicli  Ctiicce  neocli  t)o  bi  ^p  n^'  geinerhAin  "oon 
cinet  t)|\er:tiAcri  x>a  tiACti  pAibe  fUAt  ua  nQ]\\en\\eAc  ^icce  ni 
lie  AttiAin  5vi|A  cpeiT)  -oo  acz  "oo  cuxMX)  iriA  coinne  oriA  txxtxMp 
pern    o    C^ipiol    ^suf   -oo    cpeix)    -oo    Agtif   -oo    ^aX)    b-Aifccet) 

C.  17.  liu\  T)i-Ai5h  fin  T)o  cuAix)  *Oecl^n  a\\  piotAX)  bpeitpe 
T)e  A5Uf  A|\  fenmoif  "Oon  pi^b  5ion  5U|\  cpeit)  fe  -oo  "O^ 
"oucb^Mg  ]:ein  xxguf  |\ocpeiccreccx\p  f em  A5Uf  |\o  5<\bf  ac  bAif cet) 
Acz  Ar\  pi  Anuvin  ^suf  "Opons  "Oa  tnuinncip  *oo  bix)  5^6  tAt 
.\5  ge^ttAi!)  cpemim  a^ui^  bxMpcce  t)o  g^bAil  cuca  A^uf^  x>o 
ciccex)  6  pup-Aiterh  au  t)iAbAit  50  pAb^ACC-cxp  -A5  lompuipeC  x^5tlf 
^5^  cup  A\K  c-Aip-oe. 

C.  18.  Agup  A-oeipic  -opon^  ele  50  nx)ecbAno  'Oecl^n 
mop«\n  -ouAipib  -oon  Tloirh,  gi-oet)  m  \:A^mA}Zzne  pccpiobtA 
onA  fennt)-AOinib  con"oecb*MT)  pe  acz  cpi  buAipe  AmAm  X)a 
bionnpxMjit).  '  Aguf  uxMp  eiccin  -oibbpin  -oo  $Ab  X)eclAn  a\\ 
cuxxipc  50  beAppoc  nAerht-A  boi  init)pecnAib  "O-Ap  b^inm  "O-auic 
5tip  Ap  ecclxMf  pe  pxxicep  Ce^tl  TTluine  mAp  a  pAibe  An  ceppoc 
fin  A  ccoif  cpA^A  poinnef  ec^p  Gpinn  ^\5Uf  tDpecn^ib.  Aguf 
-oo  5-Abb  Au  cef poc  fin  50  bonopAt  T)ectx\n.  Asuf  -oo  bi  x>a 
ficec  lA  in-A  focbAip  m^ilte  pe  sp^x)  Aguf  le  gAip-oecbuf, 
Aguf  -oo  cAnAX)  Aifpionn  gACb  Iai.  Aguf  -oo  CenglACCAp 
cumAnt),  AStif  CApAccpAt)  eccoppA  fein  Aguf  luce  An  lonAi!) 
inA  nx)iAi5  50  bpAt.  Aguf  Ap  ccoirhtionA*6  An  x>a  fitec  Ia 
fin  x)o  X)eclAn  t)o  sIac  a  cet)  A5  X)auic  Asuf  cucc  pocc  T)6  a 
ccorhApcA  fi*6A.  Aguf  *oo  cuaix)  p em  Aguf  a  •oeifcipuil  cum 
cpAgA  An   mApA  "OO  -ool  illums  -oionnp ai$i  BpeAnn. 

C.  19.  Aguf  An  clocc  ATDubpAmAp  T)o  cuipex)  -oo  mm  Cum 
'OectAin  -oo  bi  pe  An  CAnfin  A5  RunAn  X)A  lomcbop  mAp  A-oubpA- 
mAp  oip  nip  bAil  te  "OeclAn  pccApAX)  pip  Ap  Aencop  Agup  cucc 
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Cashel  of^^  Munster — always  hostile  to  the  Desii.  It  was  not 
therefore  through  illwill  to  the  faith  that  he  believed  not,  as  is 
proved  from  this  that,  when  the  king  heard  of  the  coming  to  him 
of  Patrick,  the  archbishop  of  Ireland,  a  man  who  was  of  British 
race  against  which  the  Irish  cherished  no  hate,  not  only  did  he 
believe  but  he  went  from  his  own  city  of  Cashel  to  meet  him, 
professed  Christianity  and  was  immediately  baptised. 

After  this  Declan,  having  sown  the  word  of  God  and  preached 
to  the  king  (although  the  latter  did  not  assent  to  his  doctrines), 
proceeded  to  his  own  country  and  they  (the  Desii)  believed  and 
received  baptism  except  the  king  alone  and  the  people  of  his  house- 
hold who  were  every  day  promising  to  believe  and  be  baptised. 
It  however  came  about  through  the  Devil's  agency  that  they 
hesitated  continually  and  procrastinated. 

Other  authorities  declare  that  Declan  went  many  times  to 
Rome,  but  we  have  no  written  testimony  from  the  ancient 
biographers  that  he  went  there  more  than  three  times.  On  one 
of  these  occasions  Declan  paid  a  visit  to  the  holy  bishop  of  the 
Britons  whose  name  was  David  at  the  church  which  is  called 
Killmuine^*  where  the  bishop  dwelt  beside  the  shore  of  the  sea 
which  divides  Ireland  from  Britain.  The  bishop  received  Declan 
-with  honour  and  he  remained  there  forty  days,  in  affection  and 
joy,  and  they  sang  Mass  each  day  and  they  entered  into  a  bond 
•of  charity  which  continued  between  themselves  and  their  succes- 
sors for  ever  afterwards.  On  the  expiration  of  the  forty  days 
Declan  took  pleave  of  David  giving  him  a  kiss  in  token  of  peace 
and  set  out  himself  and  his  followers  to  the  shore  of  the  sea  to 
take  ship  for  Ireland. 

Now  the  bell  which  we  have  alluded  to  as  sent  from 
lieaven  to  Declan,  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  custody  of  Runan 
to    carry  as    we    have   said,    for   Declan  did  not  wish,  on   any 


26  OeuliA  "oecclAin. 

HutiA^n  An  IS.  pn  tie  "00  neoch  ele  "oa  pAibe  itiA  Cui-oeccAin  A5 
ce^cc  6utn  ua  Itiin^e  -ooib.  Aguf  xip  ccecc  cum  ua  c|\^5a 
•ooib  -oo  leicc  An  clocc  a^  ca\\\\a)cc  a^  Ia\\.  Agtif  "oo 
"bepm-Aicc  v\n  clocc  ipn  totixi-o  pn  no  50  |VAbx\ccAtv  let 
flicOet)  p\n  ppAipp^e.  Aguf  ip  -Ann  pn  \\o  cuirhnigfecc  lie. 
Aguf,  *i|\  ccuirhniuccAi'o  a)\\,  x>o  X)azza\^  50  coippfe>AC  ct\e  nA 
'de\ymAzz.  ^gtir  "oo  ^1  'Oeclx\n  50  po  tuij^feC  A\y  fon  ^n 
ciOT)l-Aicte  "DO  cuipet)  -oo  nirh  tuicce  on^  tigepn^x  "oo  -oepmAC  in 
lon^AT)  nA\\  fx\oil  f e  a  i^a-^a^I  coi-6ce.  A^uf  -oo  pecti  T)eclx\n  oyA 
cinT)  A\\  nemli  Aguf  "oo  pnne  wpn^Mgche  in^  inncinn  cum  nT)e. 
A^uf  xi'oubxMpc  pf  nA.\  'oeifcipl-Aib,  "  Ctiip'6  t)A\^  ccoi|\pfe  X)ib 
oip  <\f  ei-oijA  le  X))A  DO  cio*01xMc  An  clocc  ucc  "oo  nirii  o 
topvig  ACU]\  Ano^^x'A  illuing  long-AncAig  eiccin  xJkf."  Af  mop 
-Agtif  xxf  longxincAC  A\5Uf  ^f  "oesti-mxMfech  \y\a\\  "oo  urhluig 
*\n  cpecuip  5-An  i^efun  5-An  cuiccpn  mACChA\'o  nAT>u\KA  -oa 
C|Aticliui5ceo|\  pein  6ip  "oo  fn-Ai  -An  Cx^fv-Acc  \\o  tpom  •ooglUAifce 
50  -oipec  lonnuf  gup  bo  sepp  in  xMmfep  50  p|:Ac^^Cx^tv  cuc-a  I11 
mA  -oe^stixM-o,  .Aguf  x^n  clocc  uippe.  Aguf  <\t\  ppAicpn  n^  neite 
ion5..\ncx\c  pn  -oo  muinncip  "Oecl^in  -oo  lion^\t)  iacc  o  5P-a*6  "Oe 
^5«r  'oonoip  -A  m-Aigifcpe-At  .1.  'OeclAin.  Aguf  -A-oubxMpc  "O^clAn 
50  pxSi-oe-Atti-Ail  leiccit)  perhAib  -An  clocc  a\\.  fe  A^uy  len^M-b  50 
'Oipec  tie,  -Aguf  gibe  pope  nigeb-A  fe  i|^  .a  ngoipe  -06  bi*\f  mo 
cxicti^ipp  -Aguf  mo  tegtro-Aif  ef pocoi-oe  -Aguf  Ay  eifcce  p^C-AC  50 
pUMcerhn^p,  ^S^if  x\p  mnce  bi-Ap  meipeipge.  Agup  -oo  ctiu-Aix) 
-An  clocc  pi-Af-An  luing  -Agup  -oo  pccuip  -oon  cpiub-Al  mop  -oo 
pinne  poirhe  oip  'oo  -An  pe  becc-An  poimtie  .An  luing  lonnup  50 
ppxMCCi  epce  e  A^uy  n-Acti  bepx^x)  -An  long  -Aip.  Agup  -oo 
-oipigti  -An  clocc  ponne  cum  nGpe-Ann  lonnup  gup  g-Ab  cuAti 
ipin  c-Aobti  ctiep  .1.  ip  nA  TDeipib  itTlum-Ain  .Ag  -An  imp  "o-Apx^b 
-Ainm  1nip  Aipx)  n^  gCc-Aopx\c  -An  c-Anpin.  Agup  "oo  g-Ab  An 
long  -An  pope  ce"on,«.\  Am-Ail  ^\T)ub,Aipc  T)ecl-An.  Agup  do 
cu-AiDti  -An  yey  nAemzA  pm  1  ccip  ^gup  cucc  gp-Ap-A  -Agup 
molxiDti   DO  X)'^A  a\\  pon    go  ccAinic  pe   go   tiion^D   a   eipepge. 
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account,  to  part  with  it.  On  this  particular  day  as  they  were 
proceeding  towards  the  ship  Runan  entrusted  it  to  another  member 
of  the  company.  On  reaching  the  shore  however  the  latter  laid 
the  bell  on  a  rock  by  the  shore  and  forgot  it  till  they  were  half 
way  across  the  sea.  Then  the}^  remembered  it  and  on  remembrance 
they  were  much  distressed.  Declan  was  very  sorrowful  that  the 
gift  sent  him  by  the  Lord  from  heaven  should  have  been  forgotten 
in  a  place  where  he  never  expected  to  find  it  again.  Thereupon 
raising  his  eyes  heavenward  he  prayed  to  God  within  his  heart 
and  he  said  to  his  followers  : — ' '  Lay  aside  3^our  sorrow  for  it  is 
possible  with  God  who  sent  that  bell  in  the  beginning  to  send  it 
now  again  by  some  marvellous  ship."  Very  fully  and  wonder- 
fully and  beautifully  the  creature  without  reason  or  understanding 
obeyed  its  creator,  for  the  very  heavy  unwield}^  rock  floated 
buoyantly^  and  without  deviation,  so  that  in  a  short  time  they 
beheld  it  in  their  rear  with  the  bell  upon  it.  And  when  his 
people  saw  this  wondrous  thing  it  filled  them  with  love  for  God 
and  reverence  for  their  master.  Declan  thereupon  addressed 
them  prophetically: — "Permit  the  bell  to  precede  you  and  follow 
it  exactly  and  whatsoever  haven  it  will  enter  into  it  is  there  m}^ 
city  and  my  bishopric  will  be  whence  I  shall  go  to  paradise  and 
there  my  resurrection  will  be."  Meantime  the  bell  preceded  the 
ship,  and  it  eased  down  its  great  speed  remaining  slightly  in 
advance  of  the  ship,  so  that  it  could  be  seen  from  and  not  over- 
taken by  the  latter.  The  bell  directed  its  course  to  Ireland  until 
it  reached  a  harbour  on  the  south  coast,  scil.  : — in  the  Decies  of 
Munster,  at  an  island  called,  at  that  time,  High  Sheep  Island^^* 
and  the  ship  made  the  same  port,  as  Declan  declared.  The  holy 
man  went  ashore  and  gave  thanks  and  praise  to  God  that  he 
had  reached  the  place  of  his  resurrection.     Now,  in   that  island 


28  DeuViA  "oecclAiri. 

Aguf  If  Ann|Mn  inif  fin  -oo  bxicc^f  CAOifigti  mriA  fvigri  tm  nDeifi 
-oo  gn^c  A^A  ccoirhecc.  Aguf  if  ua-oa  fin  A*oei|\ci  1nif  Aifo 
iiA  Ccx^of  AC.  A^uf  "OO  t)i  cnoc  Apx)  innce.  xXsuf  "oob  xioibinn 
'oegtimAifec  e.  Aguf  -A-oubAifC  nee  x)a  rhuinncif\  pe  "Oecl^n 
A\\  nT)ot  -Af  mtiltx\cli  AX)  cnuic  fin: — ''Cionnuf  feAX)fAf  An 
cxxfo  becc  fo  "OO  populfA  -oo  cocuccat)  "  ?  Aguf  xj-oubAipc 
'Oect-An :  ''  Ha  h-AbAif  fin  a  rheic  5f  atdai^,  ni  hA\KX)  becc 
lie  Acc  Afo  mop.  Aguf  'oo  ten  An  cAinm  fin  "oon  cacai|a  .1. 
Aifomoif  T)eclAin.  Aguf  inA  DiAig  fin  "00  cuait)  'OectAn  50 
^1511  nA  n'Oeifi  Agwf  "oo  lAff  An  inif  A'otibfAmA|\  Aif.  A^uf 
cuccAt)  "OO  bi. 

C.  20  A^tif  ■00  lompo  'OectAn  50  bAic  mt)|\efAil  (/)  mAf 
Ambiccif  toingef  Agiif  Af Cfige  (g)  r\A  binnp  a  pope  lecb  ACUAit) 
Anonn  Aguf  AnAlt  efce  (h).  A^uf  -oo  froilgeccAf  muinncep 
(i)  r\A  binnfi  a  nAfCfAi^e  uile  (j)  lonnuf  nAc  fex)fA"o  'OectAn 
AiccpebbAX)  (k)  innce,  6if  Af  mop  r>o  bi  (/)  ecctA  oppA  T)6ctAn 
x)AiccpebA'o  (m)  innce  "oecclA  iacc  fein  X)o  fccpiof  efce  {n). 
Aguf  A"oiibpACCAp  A  -oeifcipAit  pe  'OectAn  :  "A  ACbAip,"  a\\,  fiAX), 
^'Af  mop  (0)  neice  peccAp  Atep  Asuf  Af  minic  imtoCcAt)  cum 
nA  liinnfe  fo  (p)  Aguf  but)  mioncu  Anx)iAi5  cufA  -oo  -oot  a\\ 
nerh  in^  AnofA  (q)  A^tif  gui-omic  cu  50  fecbnA  cu  bi  r\6  "OAn 
50  f f  A5A  cu  o  "OiA  An  f  Aippge  (r)  f o  x)o  -opux)  AmACb  o  cip  lonnuf 
50  ffeA'Of  Ait)eAp  "oot  "GO  6of  Aipb  tiopmAib  innce,  oip  A'oubAipc 
Cpiofc  5ibe  ni  lAppf Aip  A\y  mACAipfi  im  Ainm  fein  -oo  X)e\\A  "OAibb 
e  (s)  oip  ni  bei-oip  An  cionA-Ofin  -oAiccpeAbAt)  {t)  50  bupAfA  aCc 
munA  •opuici  An  f  Aippge  AmACb  uAice.  A^uf  a\^  An  ADbAp  fin  ni 
)i6iT)ip  "ouicfi  T)o  CACbAip  -Qo  CuttiTJACb  innce."  T)o  fpeccAip 
'OectAn  "ooib  Aguf  AT)ubAipc :  "Cionnuf  -oo  fe-ofAinnp  An 
cionAT)  -oo  geAttAX)  -OAtti  o  "OlA  Aguf  niAp  seAttAX)  mAt)nACAt 
Aguf  meifeipse  -oo  beicb  do  pecbnA?     Aguf  An   ni  ADeipcip 

</)  Lacuna  ends.  {g)  B.=ia|\  -ocpAij.  (h)  B.=le  -oeijtip  innci  A5up  Aipci. 
(i)  B.  reads — tticc.       (/)  B.  reads     <mi  tonj  Ap  cpAi5  eile.       {k)  B.  adds — t)ul. 
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depastured  the  sheep  belonging  to  the  wife  of  the  chieftain  of 
Decies  and  it  is  thence  that  it  derives  its  Irish  name — Ard-na- 
Ccaorac,  scil.  : — there  was  in  it  a  high  hill  and  it  was  a  promontory 
beautiful  to  behold.  One  of  the  party,  ascending  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  said  to  Declan  : — "How  can  this  little  height  support 
your  people"  ?  Declan  replied  : — "Do  not  call  it  little  hill, 
beloved  son,  but  great  height,"  and  that  name  has  adhered  to  the 
city  ever  since,  scil.  : — Ardmore-Declain.  After  this  Declan  went 
to  the  king  of  the  Desii^  and  asked  of  him  the  aforesaid  island. 
Whereupon  the  king  gave  it  to  him. 

Declan  next  returned  to  Ait-mBreasail^^  where,  in  a  haven 
at  the  north  side,  were  the  shipping  and  boats  of  the  island, 
plying  thither  and  backwards.  The  people  of  the  island  hid  all 
their  boats  not  willing  that  Declan  should  settle  there  ;  they 
dreaded  greatly  that  if  Declan  came  to  dwell  there  they  themselves 
should  be  expelled.  Whereupon  his  disciples  addressed  Declan  : — 
"Father,"  said  they,  "Many  things  are  required  (scil.:  from  the 
mainland)  and  we  must  often  go  by  boat  to  this  island  and  there 
will  be  (crossing)  more  frequently  when  you  have  gone  to  heaven 
and  we  pray  thee  to  abandon  the  place  or  else  to  obtain  from 
God  that  the  sea  recede  from  the  land  so  that  it  can  be  entered 
dry  shod,  for  Christ  has  said  : — '  Whatsoever  you  shall  ask  of 
the  Father  in  my  name  He  may  give  it  to  you'  ;  the  place 
cannot  be  easily  inhabited  unless  the  sea  recede  from  it  and 
on  that  account  you  cannot  establish  your  city  in  it."  Declan 
answered  them  and  said  : — ^"How  can  I  abandon  the  place  ordained 
by  God  and  in  which  He  has  promised  that  my  burial  and  resur- 
rection shall  be  ?      As  to  the  alleged  inconvenience  of  dwelling 

(/)  B.='oob   olc   teo.  (m)   B.=a   n-ioritiAiit)A'6.  (w)   B.   omits   clause. 

(o)  B.==if  mime.        (p)  B.  omits  clause.        (q)  B.='piA  Anoif.        (r)  B.=t:\\a^a-6' 

(s)  John  XV,  i6.         (/)  B.=nA  -oo  cAtAi^t  -00  ctinroAc  Atiti. 
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i:f6  'oocpxx  (u)  AA  Aiccf\ex\t)Ai"ori  in  aiI  lib  (v)  50  n^ui-Opinn  'Oia 
inAccliAiT)  ^toite  .1.  A^tu-AfA^c  nx\T)upCA  pein  -oo  btuMn  -oon 
muit^.  5^i^et)  A\\  X)A\\  ppufAilemTifA  cuipirecc  upn^i^che 
cum  X>^  ^gtjf  sibe  ni  buf  coil  le  "Oi^x  •do  ^enc-Ap  e."  Agup 
"oo  eip5eci:-A|\  muinncetA  (w)  *Oecl<Mn  A^tif  AT)ut)|\ACCxi|\  |Mf : 
^'A  AtA\\\  5At)  -oo  t)-ACc\ll  cuccAC  AitixMl  "oo  pintle  TTloyfi,  jMfin 
flAIC,  AgUf  bUxMl  All  fTAippge  -Di  Aguf  poillf eocliAit)  "OlA  AtOll 
T)tJic  mA]\  fin."  A^tif  *oo  sm-Ce-ACCAp  a  -oeifccipuil  leif  a|a  An 
AT)t)Af  fin  6i|\  "oobA  "OAOine  "oepbCA  nAerhCA  iacc  Aguf  cticcAt) 
An  bAcliAll  illAmti  DeclAin  Aguf  "oo  biiAil  An  cuifcce  le 
111  Aintn  An  ActiAp  Agttf  An  TTlic  A^tif  An  SpiopAic  tiAeirh  (x). 
Aguf  *oo  cuip  corriApcA  n^  cf\oictie  cefCA  le  a|\  Ar\  uifcce. 
Aguf  50  luAC  6  fwpAilerh  Aguf  6  cex)  X)e  (y)  "oo  cionnf^Ain  An 
fAif\|\5e   (-2:)   T)t\iiT)  AHiAch    onA  tiionnAX)fein   corn   luActi  fin  50 

t^AbACCAp     plAfCA     An     mA\\A     Ag     fnAtti      (a)     A5«f      OC     |A1C     AgUf 

SWfAb  A|\  eiccin  fAn^ACCAji  AtriActi  leif  Ar\  muifv  (b).  Agiif 
T)o  f ACCAib  lAfcc  lonroA  (c)  A|\  An  cfAAigri  cipim  le  r\A  UiAite 
T)o  slUAif.  A5«f  "OO  len  "OeclAn  An  fAippge  foirhe  mA|\  fin 
Agtjf  A  bACAill  inA  lAitnli.  Aguf  -oo  lenAccAf  a  -oeifcipAil 
eifiurh  A^uf  "oo  bi  5ai|\  Agtif  f o^ajx  m6p  A5  An  muip  Aguf  A5 
nA  piAfCAib  A5  imce^c.  A^uf  An  CAn  f  Ainic  "OeclAn  An  cionAt) 
inA  bfuil  CfioC  nA  fAifpsi  (d)  AnoffA  A^oubAifc  lenAb  bcc  "Oa 
T)eif ciplAib  |\e  "OeclAn  -OAfi  bAinm  TTlAincin  Ap  ngAbAil  ecclA  -oo 
poirh  copAnn  An  rhAfA  Aguf  piA  njAif  nA  bpiAfc  nAnAitmt). 
Aguf  Ambeoil  ofltnccctie  (e)  A5  lenmAin  An  iiifcce:  "A  AtAif\" 
A^K  fe,  ''ni  becc  T)tiic  AfAt)  po  *6iocuif\if  An  rhuif  bi|\  ax:a  ecclA 
nA  bpiAfC  nA"6uAtmAf  fo  ofuinn."  A^uf  triAf  -oo  cuaIaix) 
t)eclAn  fin  A^uf  An  triuip  Af  nAnrtiAin  le  bpeitif  An  leinirh  (/) 
ni|\  mAicb  leif  be,  Aguf  t)o  lompo  fif  (g)  A^uf  "oo  buAil  -oo 
btnlle   becc    a\\a  ffoin   be.       Aguf   T)o  \:eAx^AzrA\K  cfi  bf\AOin 

(U)  B.='oo  -oeAtiAni.  Iv)  B.=ni  hAit  tiom.  (w)  B.  reads — "oeirsiobAil. 

{x)  B.  has — 1  tiAintn  riA  Cpionoi-oe.  (y)  B.  omits  this  clause.  iz)  B.=5o  tuAt. 
(a)  B.  reads — jujiAb  a\\  eijeAn  -do  ftiAiii  eA-oAjt.  (b)  B.  omits  clause. 


LIFE   OF   ST.    DECLAN.  31 

therein,  do  you  wish  me  to  pray  to  God  (for  things)  contrary  to 
His  will — to  deprive  the  sea  of  its  natural  domain  ?  Nevertheless 
in  compliance  with  your  request  I  shall  pray  to  God  and  what- 
ever thing  be  God's  will,  let  it  be  done."  Declan's  community 
thereupon  rose  up  and  said  : — "Father,  take  your  crosier  as  Moses 
took  the  rod  and  strike  the  sea  therewith  and  God  will  thus  show 
His  will  to  you."  His  disciples  prayed  therefore  to  him  because 
they  were  tried  and  holy  men.  They  put  Declan's  crosier  in  his 
hand  and  he  struck  the  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  over 
the  water  and  immediately,  by  command  and  permission  of  God, 
the  sea  commenced  to  move  out  from  its  accustomed  place — so 
swiftly  too  that  the  monsters  of  the  sea  were  swimming  and  running 
and  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they  escaped  with  the  sea.  How- 
ever, many  fishes  were  left  behind  on  the  dry  strand  owing  to  the 
suddenness  of  the  ebb.  Declan,  his  crosier  in  his  hand,  pursued 
the  receding  tide  and  his  disciples  followed  after  him.  Moreover 
the  sea  and  the  departing  monsters  made  much  din  and  commotion 
and  when  Declan  arrived  at  the  place  where  is  now  the  margin 
of  the  sea  a  stripling  whose  name  was  Mainchin,^®  frightened  at 
the  thunder  of  the  waves  and  the  cry  of  the  unknown  monsters 
with  gaping  mouths  following  the  (receding)  water,  exclaimed  :— 
"'Father,  you  have  driven  out  the  sea  far  enough;  for  I  am 
afraid  of  those  horrid  monsters."  When  Declan  heard  this  and 
(saw)  the  sea  standing  still  at  the  word  of  the  youth  it  displeased 
him  and  turning  round  he  struck  him  a  slight  blow  on  the  nose. 
Three  drops  of  blood  flowed  from  the  wound  on  to  the  ground 

(c)  B.=r>A|i  f eAt)  teATimuiTic  x\a  mA^tA.  (d)  B.  reads — ceA|inion  tia  mAjtA. 

(e)  See  this  form  in  Keating  ("Three  Shafts")  &c.  (/)  B.  reads— ■do  ^ati 

timof-po  An  tTivii|t  te  b|teiti|t  ati  teinb.  {g)  B  omits  four  last  words. 
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pot^  iK\t)*\  CO  lA\\  po  cof^Mti)  T)ectAXin  azz\^}  liionAX)-Ait).  Ajur 
•oo  t)e-Annui5  'Oect-An  .Affvon  ^gtif  •oo  fccuip  -An  full  50  tu-ACti. 
Aguf  A-oubAifvc  T)6cU\n :  "  ni  meip  -oo  'oiCuifv  [aii]  f  Ait^i^ge"  -Afv  f  e, 
"^Cc  ^fe  tDiA  on-A  curhAcc-Aibh  mof\^  p^in  -oo  ionnx\|Ab  i,  ^s^V  "oo 
•oen^t)  ni  btix)  mo  munA  A\bAApc^\f*_\  An  -oub-AtACxMf."  A^uf  Ar\ 
cion^x)  in^p  tuiceccAfi  n.v  c|ai  bp<\oin  fin  t)0  mui5eccx\|\  Cfvt 
cop-Aip  beccA  "ouifge  mitif  fot^f  (/j)  po  Cof^ib  *Oecl>Ain. 
Agiif  niA^fVxMCC  nx^  coippe  fin  f 6f .  A^uf  "oo  cicbef  50  b-Ann-Am 
1  n-QACb  (i)  fOt-A  \A'o  •00  ctntnniuccb^T)  r\A  miofb-At  fin.  A^uf 
AZA  mile  A]\  leicecc  f*^n  cf^igb  fin  (/)  "00  ciofm-Aigcob  on 
uifcce  (k).  A^uf  AJkf  fA*OAX  -An  cfliccbe  Af  f^t)  bi  -Aguf  in^ 
cimcell  Aguf  A.\f  m^icb  -A^iif  A\f  cofc-ACb  (/)  ^n  fef Ann  cfe-AbcA, 
A^uf  feif  bi  fin  (m)  fo  m^inifcif  tDeclAin.  A^tif  -An  b^cAll  "oo 
bi  illAirh  'OecUAin  a^  •oenAtri  n*.\  imofbAl  fin  ife  Ay  Ainm  "61  .1. 
**An  fefCAC  T)eclAin "  on^  fefCAib  Aguf  on^  miofbuilib 
*oofinne"Ob  uAice  (n).  Agiif  ATjefAm  €111116*0  "oa  miofbtnlib  in 
lonAt)  (0)  ele  in>Af  11*01^15. 

C.  21.  Aguf  A  n*oiAi5b  An  mA\\A  -oo  ciOfmuccAt)  (p)  m-Af 
>A"o«bfAmAf  -oon  n^om  oifoefc  fin  ex)6n  "Oecl-An  fA  Ainm  (^) 
-Asuf  AClti  -oo  ciiAiT)h  fo  efinn  on^  fiofCAib  mofAib  exArhl-Aibb 
•GO  tioniifCAin  A  iriAinifcif  mof  "oo  cunro-Acb  "oon  c-AOibb  cef 
•oon  cf  |\ut  (r)  aza  Cf  e  f  An  inif  if  in  f  Aiff  51.  Aguf  Af  onof  Acb  (s) 
-oesbmAifec  An  mAinifciffin.  Aguf  ife  Af  Ainm  t)i  AifomOif 
'OeclAin,  mAf  A-oubfAmAf.  Agiif  nA  -oiAig  pn  cAngACAf 
•OAoine  lonTOA  a  fAnnAip  imcbiAnA  it)  OfeAnn  fo  clO 
AnAomcACCA  A^u^"  A  "oeisbef  ah  ci  "OeclAin  Aguf  ciiccACCAf 
1ACC  fein  eccAf  AnAtn  Aguf  cofp  "oo  'Oia  Aguf  *oo  T)eclAn. 
A^uf  *oo  cenglACCAf  iat)  fein  fo  cuing  Aguf  fo  fiA^Ail  -06, 
Aguf  -oo  cum'OAige'ob  leif  inA  'oucliAig  fein  f nA  "Oeif ibb  in  gACb 
Aon  AifX)  (u)  ceAmpuil  Aguf  mAinifCjteACA  Aguf  ni  be-ob  AmAin 

(^h)  B=50  f oltvjf .  (i)  B.  reads — Ajuf  if  AtitiArii  jaii  xtAt.  (/)  B.=i  fpAf 

t\A  cftAJA  fin.  ik)  Last  four  words  omitted  in  B,  (I)  B.  reads— roifbeAc. 

(w)    B.    omits — ^cfCAbcA   and    fei^t   hi    fin.  («)   B.  omits  entire  clause. 
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in  three  separate  places  at  the  feet  of  Declan.  Thereupon  Declan 
blessed  the  nose  and  the  blood  ceased  immediately  (to  flow). 
Then  Declan  declared: — "It  was  not  I  who  drove  out  the  sea  but 
God  in  His  own  great  power  who  expelled  it  and  He  would  have 
done  still  more  had  you  not  spoken  the  words  you  have  said."^^ 
Three  little  wells  of  clear  sweet  water  burst  forth  in  the  place 
where  fell  the  three  drops  of  blood  at  the  feet  of  Declan,  and 
these  wells  are  there  still  and  the  colour  of  blood  is  seen  in 
them  occasionally  as  a  memorial  of  this  miracle.  The  shore ^ 
rescued  from  the  sea,  is  a  mile  in  width  and  is  of  great  length 
around  (the  island)  and  it  is  good  and  fertile  land  for  tillage  and 
pasture^ — lying  beneath  the  monastery  of  Declan.  As  to  the 
crosier  which  was  in  Declan 's  hand  while  he  wrought  this  miracle, 
this  is  its  name — the  Feartach  Declain,^^  from  the  miracles  and 
marvels  wrought  through  it.  I  shall  in  another,  subsequent, 
place  relate  some  of  these  miracles  (narrated).  After  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  sea  by  this  famous  Saint,  scil.  :  Declan,  whose 
name  and  renown  spread  throughout  Erin  because  of  his  great 
and  diverse  miracles,  he  commenced  to  build  a  great  monastery 
by  the  south  side  of  the  stream  which  flows  through  the  island 
into  the  sea.  This  monastery  is  illustrious  and  beautiful  and 
its  name  is  Ardmor  Declain,^^  as  we  have  said.  After  this  came 
many  persons  to  Declan,  drawn  from  the  uttermost  parts  of 
Ireland,  by  the  fame  of  his  holy  living ;  they  devoted  themselves, 
soul  and  body  to  God  and  Declan,  binding  themselves  beneath 
his  yoke  and  his  rule.  Moreover  he  built  himself  in  every  place 
throughout  the  territory  of  the  Decies,  churches  and  monasteries^^ 

(o)  B,=i  n--Ait:.  (p)   B.  reads — A|t  cjiAJcAti.  {q)  B.  reads — ^do  cuai-o  ctu 

■oeAjtAin  -oriiiib  eAjf  attiIa.       (r)     B.  adds — JAbAf  r|tix).       (s)   B.  substitutes — 

AO|iAc.  {t)  B.=A  nATiiiAib  Gugf ATTitA.  (u)  B.=i  x)ci|iib  iomt).\  Cite. 

D 
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111^  'oucbxMs  |:ein  act:  iccit^ib  ele  epe^nn  1^0  cuAipc  {v).  Aguf 
Ay  mop  "00  milcib  -oo  mn^Mt)  xigtif  -opepAit)  -oo  bi  troiiA  cuing  {w) 
^5«f  ipowA  t^iAJAit  If  n^  hion-A'OxMb  fin  xM3tibt\<\mAf  <A|\  fux) 
ef  e-Ann  ^^5^  ccuccAcc-Af  (x)  AmhetA  <^f  50  conxM^  (y).  Aguf  f  o 
ofO-Aij  -ofvons  -OA  "Oeifcipt-Aib  in^^  nefpuccAib  ^suf  -oo  cuif  1^*0 
If  n^  liionxi-o-Aib  fin  -oo  fiotA*6  Cfei-orhe  -Aguf  ct\x\bxM*6  inncu. 
Aguf  *oo  bfotluf  bui-Oe  -Aguf  focxiftx\nAi5e  in  epfcop  nAerht^ 
T)ect-An  A\n  meicce  {z)  fin  soirixi-o  f ef|\  te  x\a  -oeifcip-Al  a  beicb 
fonxx  fmx\cc  ^giif  fonx\  fi^j^Ml  x^guf  inA  -oeifcip.a  *Mcce  in^ 
ne^cti  'oibti  *oo  beicb  inA  uaczai^aw  itn^inifcif  ele  {a). 

C.  22.  Wa  -01^1511  fin  CAinic  -An  cepfcop  nAerhtx^  gloprhAf 
cen-o  iffe  -Aguf  cfei'orhe  inp  5x\oi"oe-Al  in  6t^inn  .1.  px^cfxMcc  {h) 
6  Cetefcintif  px^p>A,  (c)  -Aguf  -oo  ctiuAi-o  Aenguf  triAC  tiACff aic 
nvA  coinne  mx\f  -oo  cuAtxMt)  x\  tu-Af  uf  ccb^iiit  •Ox3k  lonnf^Mgi-b  (^)  Aguf 
cucc  teif  m^iUe  f  e  gloif  ^guf  te  bonoif  moijA  -oa  c^cf ^15  tvi05'o*i 
fein  50  CxMfex\t  be.  Aguf  -oo  b^ifcc  p>ACfxMcc  eifuirh  x^guf  -oo 
benntJig  e  fein  xiguf  a  cineT)b  x^^^uf  a  cY\AtAM^.  Aguf  *oo  ctJAlAi-o 
p^Cf A1CC  50  f-Aibe  fi  nA  n'Oeifi  g^n  cfei"oerh  nA  bAifcet)  "00 
5AbAit  cuicce  Aguf  guf  eifig  ef AencA  ecAf  be  Aguf  T)eclAn  (e), 
Aguf  5ttf  eicci5  (/)  f  oif  cecAl  -00  gAbAit  wa-oa.  Aguf  -00  CuAit) 
pACfAicc  "OO  fenmoifv  1  aw  cecf Af  eAfpoc  A-oubiiAtriAf  *oo  bi  in 
6f  inn  f  oirh  pACf  aicc,  Aguf  "00  bi  f  An  Uoirh  (g).  Agiif  ni  f  AbACCAf 
-OAoncoit  te  pACf  aicc  acc  "OectAn  AttiAin  5i'oeT)b  "oo  cengtACCAf 
fi*ob  Aguf  pAifC  ft^if  iAf  fin.  Asuf  "oo  iirhtAiseccAp  *oo. 
CiAf An  imof|\o  "OO  finne  gACb  tiite  Ai-oicce  Aguf  titritA  -oo  Agiif 
-oo  bi  -OAoncoit  ffif  *0A  tACbAi|\  Aguf  feccAif .      Aitbe  imoffo 

[v)   B.  omits  whole  preceding  clause.  {w)  B.=cu|iAm.  [x)  B.  reads,  .a|i 

•ocAbAiiic.  (y)  B.  substitutes — 50  triAir  Af.  {z)  B.  substitutes — it»a  -oiait). 
(a)    B.==i    n-ioT»A-o    eite    tia   niAijifciii.  (6)    B.    adds — ttiac   Atpmnn. 

(c)  B.  adds — Aguf  *oo  utritAij  "Oia  citoi-ote  riA  n-oAOine  -oa  mo  Ajtif  bA 
-oiomfAije  1  nei|iinn  x>o  -pein  Ajvif  -oa  fOi|iceAX)Al  ax^u\-  tnA|i  A"out)|iAiDAii. 
(^)  B.  omits  clause.  {e)  B.  omits  clause.  (/)  B.  reads— -oiutrtJis. 

(g)   B.  adds — "Oo  cuax)  cum  riA  tlomA  -00  cAjitA  pACjiuij  j'An  Koim  ouca  .1.  Aft 
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and  not  alone  in  his  own  territor}^  (did  he  build)  but  in  other 
regions  of  Ireland  round  about.  Great  too  were  the  multitudes 
(thousands)  of  men  and  women  who  were  under  his  spiritual  sway 
and  rule,  in  the  places  we  have  referred  to,  throughout  Ireland, 
where  happil}"  the\^  passed  their  lives.  He  ordained  some  of  his 
disciples  bishops  and  appointed  them  in  these  places  to  sow  the 
seed  of  faith  and  religion  therein.  Gentleness  and  charity  mani- 
fested themselves  in  Declan  to  such  an  extent  that  his  disciples 
preferred  to  live  under  his  immediate  control  and  under  his  direction 
as  subjects  than  to  be  in  authority  in  another  monastery. 

After  this  the  holy  renowned  bishop,  head  of  justice  and  faith 
in  the  Gaelic  island  came  into  Ireland,  i.e.  Patrick  sent  by  Celestinus, 
the  Pope.  Aongus  Mac  Nathfrich  went  to  meet  him  soon  as  he 
heard  the  account  of  his  coming.  He  conducted  him  (Patrick) 
with  reverence  and  great  honour  to  his  own  royal  city — to  Cashel. 
Then  Patrick  baptised  him  and  blessed  himself  and  his  people 
and  his  city.  Patrick  heard  that  the  prince  of  the  Decies  had 
not  been  baptised  and  did  not  believe,  that  there  was  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  prince  and  Declan  and  that  the  former  refused 
to  receive  instruction  from  the  latter.  Patrick  thereupon  set  out 
to  preach  to  the  prince  aforesaid.  Next,  as  to  the  four  bishops 
we  have  named  who  had  been  in  Rome  :  Except  Declan  alone 
they  were  not  in  perfect  agreement  with  Patrick.  It  is  true  that 
subsequently  to  this  they  did  enter  into  a  league  of  peace  and 
harmonious  actions  with  Patrick  and  paid  him  fealty.  Ciaran, 
however,  paid  him  all  respect  and  reverence  and  was  of  one  mind 

CiAftAn  1  A\\  Aitbe  Ajuf  A\<  "OeAjtAH  ^suf  Aft  eiti,  "oo  ceAiijtA-oA^t  cvmiAnn 
A^tjf  mviinceA-p-oAf  \\e  ceite,  acc  iia|i  t)Ait  te  T)eA5tAn  umltiJAX)  -oo  pA-ojtui^  a^ 
riA  TTieAf  -oo  -oo  jtei)i  a  tJAifte  pein  juja  -oo  bA  ceAjic  beir  i  tiAH-o-ceAnnuf  r>A 
VieiiieAnn.  x^^tif -oo  bi  eAfAoncA  A5Uf  fiofmA  eAco|it:A  "oe  bjiij  50  -o-ru^A-o 
pA-ojtviis  1  iDbiiAis-oeAriAf  te  Rij  eijieAtin  jioime  fin  Ajtjf  e  tia  teAnb  A^vif 
TnofAti  'oe  leAnbAib  vjAifle  eite  on  bir^iAinje 
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mA|A  TOO  connxMfc  \\^^A  A^uy  cicce|\nxM*6e  et^eAtin  acc  urhluccAf) 
•oo  px\C|\wicc  xxguf  -A5  cecc  itixx  coinne  c>Ainic  pein  50  CAifiol 
•OA  lontifxMccliiT).  Ajuf  -00  urhtxMS  "oo,  x\5Uf  -oo  5At>  mx\|\ 
mxMjifcifv  cuicce  rie  lii  px^*6nuife  Ar\  fvij  -Aguf  cai6  tiite.  A^tif 
biot)  A  piof  AccxMbti  5U|Ax\b  e  Aitbe  "00  ofx-OAiseccAt^  -An  -opons 
n^emrie-Afpocc  fin  m^  rh-Aigifcifi  o\\\\a.  Aguf  a\(  au  ax)X)a^  fin 
cxMnic  A\\.  cuf  tn^f  x\ff Aibe  pACfxMCC  lonnuf  n^ch  beiccif  fion 
x\f-A  ucc  xxcconcf Af6-Acc  'Oo,  xxguf  50  mbut)  ufAicce  leo  ce^Cc 
fonx\  fm^Cc  xxguf  fonxx  fix\5Ail  eifuimli  x\f  cuf  "oo  tex\cc  x\nn. 
Ofpocc  lub^if  imoffvo  nif  fr^orh  fe  a\\  cop  x^f  bit  umlACCAi!)  "oo 
P-ACfuicc  6i|\nif  b,Aitteif  cme^'otiAis  ete  t)o  beit  mA  bp-ACfunAib 
in  Gfiinn.  Aguf  if  -ArhtAi-o  "oo  b^i  P-ACfuicc  "oo  bA  t)fecnx\c  e 
1a\|\  mbtinA*6uf.  Aguf  -00  boiLet)  in  Cifinn  e  x\|\  nA  CAbxMfc 
1  mbf  xMs-oenuf  innce  in  x^o1f  a  xhAcxyAtZA.  Agtif  *oo  bi  e-Af^encA 
AX^uf  cenn-Aiff ce  a\\  neifge  ec-Af  pACftiicc  -Aguf  efpocc  1iib-Ai|\ 
o  cuf  (h)  5i"6e"6  a\\  ccecc  "o-AinsexM  {i)  nA  fio*t)-A  eccoff a  "00 
]\onfxxc  conix\enc-A  -Agtif  bp Aitf  e^f  -oo  cengxxt  eccof f  a.\  ;  -Aguf  -oo 
bdcc^f  f  eiT)  o  fin  f u^f .  Agtif  ni|\  bx\il  le  'OecUvn  concf x^f -oacu 
T)o  pACftncc  Af  -Aon  mot)  oif  -oo  cenglACCAf  mtnnncefuf  fe 
ceile  A\y  ftigiT)  n^  tiCcxxitle  <\5iif  if  ^rhlAit)  "OO  -Aitin  An 
ZAW^eAt  "oe  cecc  50  p^icfiiicc  x^5t1f  a  toil  do  "oenAm. 

C.  23.  U^inic  -Ainge-At  T)e  cum  T)eclxMn  Aguf  ^-oub-AifU 
f  If :  *'8ifcc  50  tu-At  m^f  a  bftiit  p^xcf  uicc  x^5Uf  coifmifcc  uime 
x)o  (/)  cinet)  -Aguf  'owcrixMs  "oo  mAlt^cA-o  oif  aza  -ACCf e^oenuf  a\k 
in  fig  (k)  ^\nocc  fAn  m^g  f ^  f ^icef  An  Inneoin.  Aguf  -oa 
nixxtt-Aise  fe  "oo  Cinet)  beicc  niAll-Aisti  50  bf acIi."  If  -Ann  fin 
"oo  gtiiAif  T)eclAn  m^itte  pe  'oeitneiff  mop  a\\  fup^ilerh  -An 
-Aingit  50  li1nneoin  .1.  -aic  fin  aza  a\\  t-Ap  TTlAi^e  feirhin  if  in  p-Ann 
cu-AiX)  X)onA  T)eif lb.  Agtif  do  5^\b  c-Apf nA  nA  Sleibe  Cua  a^u\^ 
CAP  Simp  Agiif  pAinic  If  in  niAiDin  A\y  nA  mApACb  mAp  a  pAibe 

{h)  B.  omits  all  from  Ajtif  ni  jiAb-AccA^t  above,  inclusive.  It  also  attributes  to 
Declan  the  misunderstanding  with  Patrick  with  which  our  text  credits  Ibar. 
(?)  B.  adds  —  ctim  DeAjt^Ain  -oo  ceATistAT)^^  mviinreA|i-6Af  A^uf  bfAicjieACAf  pe 
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with  him  present  or  absent.  Ailbe  then,  when  he  saw  the  kings 
and  rulers  of  Ireland  paying  homage  to  Patrick  and  going  out  to 
meet  him,  came  himself  to  Cashel,  to  wait  on  him  and  he  also 
paid  homage  to  him  (Patrick)  and  submitted  to  his  jurisdiction, 
in  presence  of  the  king  and  all  others.  Bear  in  mind  it  was  Ailbe 
whom  the  other  holy  bishops  had  elected  their  superior.  He 
therefore  came  first  to  Patrick,  lest  the  others,  on  his  account, 
should  offer  opposition  to  Patrick,  and  also  that  by  his  example 
the  others  might  be  more  easily  drawn  to  his  jurisdiction  and  rule. 
Bishop  Ibar  however  would  on  no  account  consent  to  be  subject 
to  Patrick,  for  it  was  displeasing  to  him  that  a  foreigner  should 
be  patron  of  Ireland.  It  happened  that  Patrick  in  his  origin  was 
of  the  Britons  and  he  was  nurtured  in  Ireland  having  been  sold 
to  bondage  in  his  boyhood.  There  arose  misunderstanding  and 
dissension  between  Patrick  and  Bishop  Ibar  at  first,  although 
(eventually),  by  intervention  of  the  angel  of  peace,  they  formed 
a  mutual  fellowship  and  brotherly  compact  and  they  remained  in 
agreement  for  ever  after.  But  Declan  did  not  wish  to  disagree  at 
all  with  Patrick  for  they  had  formed  a  mutual  bond  of  friendship 
on  the  Italian  highway  and  it  is  thus  the  angel  commanded  him 
to  go  to  Patrick  and  obej^  him  : — 

The  angel  of  God  came  to  Declan  and  said  to  him  ''Go  quickly 
to  Patrick  and  prevent  him  cursing  your  kindred  and  country, 
for  to-night,  in  the  plain  which  is  called  Inneoin,^^  he  is  fasting 
against  the  king,^^  and  if  he  curses  your  people  they  shall  be  accursed 
for  ever."  Thereupon  Declan  set  out  in  haste  by  direction  of  the 
angel  to  Inneoin,  i.e.  the  place  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  plain 
of  Femhin  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Decies.  He  crossed  Slieve 
Gua^  and  over  the  Suir  and  arrived  on  the  following  morning 
at  the  place  where  Patrick  was.     When  Patrick  and  his  disciples 


ceite.     nio|i  bAit  te  *OeA5lAn  umluJA'o  *oo  a\\  aoh  triox)  6^\\  X)OceAr\^\,Ar)A\\ 

tnt>inreA|i'OAf  a\\  ftije  r\A  hlo-oAitte  ;  the  text  of  B.  is  evidently  corrupt  here. 

{j)  B.  adds — cAtAtri  Ajuf  -oo.  {k)  B.  omits  two  last  words. 
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PACptllCC.  AgtJf      mA|A      *00      C«x\t-A1'6      Px\CfVU1CC      (/)      xXgUf      A 

'oeifcipAiL  50  t^xMbe  T)eclA\n  *o^  nionnfxMcclie  -oobA  po|\|:|:^ili'o 
1-AT)  poirhe,  6i|\  *oo  CuAtAC-A|\  n^fv  t)^it  teif  cecc.  A5«f  *oo  5x^5 
P-ACt^uicc  xx^tif  x\  poptil  e  rriAiUe  te  tionoijA  moip.  Astif  "oo 
urhtxMg  T)ecl^n  -oo  pA\ct\tiicc  xx^uf  *oo  5tii"D  e  50  -ouz^AtzAC 
TiActi  'oepn-A'o  {ni)  fe  a  cinet)!!  'oefCC-Aine  nA  do  rhAXttACxxx)  n^  -An 
c-Al-Arh  T)x\  f^xMbe  fe.  Agvir  "oo  gexxtt  x\  toil  pein  -oo  -oa  citin  fin, 
Astif  A  'oi;it)xMf\c  pxJkCpuicc  x\|\  f  on  T)o  stn-oef  1  ni  Tie*6  Arh-Ain  wac\\ 
tnxMlleoc  ixxcc  acu  T)©  gen  x\  mbennACA'o.  Aguf  'oo  cu-Ait) 
T)eclx\n  xxn  cx\n  pn  \x\a\^  a  pAibe  fii  n^x  n'Oeifi  (n)  -oo  bt 
-Accorhfroccuf  t)o.  Agtif  x)o  cxMiAcuifnig  p^xcftncc  xxguf  nifv 
f?x\orh  cpeix)em  -oo  ai^  nnpi-oe  T)ecl^in  xx^tif  -oo  gexvll  'Oecl-dn 
tiMi§ix)ex.\cc  "OO  "oo  cint)  *ooIa  hiaja  a  i^xxibe  p^xcftiicc 
x\5Uf  bxMfccex)  -oo  s^bxMt  xxguf  xxn  cpei'oeArh  -OxXoncucctuA-o  -Aguf 
ni|A  fxiorhfotri  ftn  a|a  cofi  (0)  xxfx  bit  no  6  pefun  Af\  -oorhAn.     A^uf 

0  -oo  connxMpc  T)eclx\n  fin  .1.  fi  n-A  n'Oeifi,  te-obxxn  Af  nAnm^in, 
inA  tniciAei-oem  A^wy  mA  'o^AX)AlZAtz  po  lompo  guf  xxn  oifCACcuf 
•oeccclxx  50  mxMtteocAT)  P-ACftiicc  a  cineT)!!,  ^xguf  a  •oucb-Aig 
-Aguf  -oo  |\xMt)  |\iiJ  •oeitiugxxx)  fif  x\n  necli  mAlUnsti  fin  conA 
beiccif  fein  mAXlttn^ti  ai^a  fon,  "Oif  *oo  bxMfcefxx  fibfi  ^stif  "oo 
bennxMgevXf  Aguf  ceccAiX)  tim,"  -Ap  fe,  ''-oionnf^Mge  p^cfxMCC 
neocb  X)o  cui|\  'Oia  cuccxMb  "oa  X)a\\  mbennucciixXT)  oija  xxca  fein 
A\<  r\A  x:o%A  mA  xMiA-oefpocc  xvguf  inx\  xXfopAcpun  in  Gfinn  uile 

01  p  *oti5imfe  rii-Atx^fO-A  pern  xxsuf  a  beit  im  1^15  ofuibb  in-Afi 
•oUgeAf  Ax\  fe|\  ucc"  (^).  Agiif  leif  aw  ngtitfo  "oo  eifgeccxxfi 
Aguf  -oo  teAnA€Cx\f  IDectAn.  Aguf  fticc  t)ecl-An  mcc 
'oionnfxMge  (^)  pAC|\tiicc,  ^S^f  ^"otibxMfc  fif :    "/An  ffxxicenn  cu 

(/)   B.  omits  mAji  -oo  cuaIa-o  p.  and  becomes  quite  unintelligible.  (m)   B* 

reads — Ar\  ni-6  -oo  liieAf  "oo  -oeAriAtri.  A^Vi\'  jiACA-ofA  50  1115  ha  n'Oeifi  t)A 
iA|t|iAi-6  Ai|i  tJiTilA  A5«f  onoif  'OO  rAbAi]ic  x)tiic  Ajuf  bAipreA-6  -oo  jIaca-o 
\iAic  e  fern  A^tif  tiA  huAifte  tiA  nX)eif eAc  Ajuf  muriA  bf AigeAX)  a  toil  mAllocAt* 
e.     It  omits  from  "-oeAniiA-o  "  (our  text)  to  "  A^uf  -oo  cuai-6."  (n)  B.  reads — 

x\5«f  mAice   tiA  -ouitce   -oa  lAfjiAi-o    o|itA    iomp6-6    ctim    c|ieit)nri   a^mj;'   cum 
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heard  that  Declan  was  there  they  welcomed  him  warmly  for  they 
had  been  told  he  would  not  come.  Moreover  Patrick  and  his 
people  received  him  with  great  honour.  But  Declan  made  obei- 
sance to  Patrick  and  besought  him  earnestly  that  he  should  not 
execrate  his  people  and  that  he  should  not  curse  them  nor  the 
land  in  which  they  dwelt,  and  he  promised  to  allow  Patrick  do 
as  he  pleased.  And  Patrick  replied  : — "On  account  of  your  prayer 
not  only  shall  I  not  curse  them  but  I  shall  give  them  a  blessing." 
Declan  w^ent  thereupon  to  the  place  where  was  the  king  of  Decies 
who  was  a  neighbour  of  his.  But  he  contemned  Patrick  and  he 
would  not  believe  him  even  at  the  request  of  Declan.  Moreover 
Declan  promised  rewards  to  him  if  he  would  go  to  Patrick  to  receive 
baptism  at  his  hands  and  assent  to  the  faith.  But  he  would  not 
assent  on  any  account.  When  Declan  saw  this,  scil.  : — that  the 
king  of  the  Decies,  who  was  named  Ledban,^^  was  obstinate  in  his 
infidelity  and  in  his  devilry — through  fear  lest  Patrick  should 
curse  his  race  and  countr}^ — he  (Declan)  turned  to  the  assembly 
and  addressed  them: — "Separate  yourselves  from  this  accursed 
man  lest  you  become  yourselves  accursed  on  his  account,  for  I 
have  myself  baptised  and  blessed  you,  but  come  you,"  said  he, 
'Svith  us,  to  Patrick,  w^hom  God  has  sent  to  bless  you,  for  he  has 
been  chosen  Archbishop  and  chief  Patron  of  all  Erin  ;  moreover, 
I  have  a  right  to  my  own  patrimony  and  to  be  king  over  you  as 
that  man  (Ledban)  has  been."^^  At  this  speech  they  all  arose  and 
followed  Declan  who  brought  them  into  the  presence  of  Patrick 


pAX)|iui5.  ^5ur  ■'^o  t)i  An  Ri  -DA  cti|t  A|i  CAi|foe  mAitte  fei-oeAt)  6ti  -oiAbAit 
A5tjf  6  DA  -oiAbUn-oeAcr  ;  it  omits  from  "  tdo  bi  "  (as  in  our  text)  to  "5v»f  ah 
oineAccAf."  (o)  Coti  has  alternative,  mo-6,  in  text.  {p)  Declan's  alleged 

speech  is  oi  course  a  paraphrase  for  the  writer's  purpose  of  the  judgment  of 
Moses  on  Core  and  his  impious  adherents.  {q)  B.=i  gceATiti. 


40  beutiA  •oecctAin. 

m-A|\  CAng^c^p  cine*oti*\  tu\  ntDeifi  t1t^mf«^  ^r^A\\  cigepnA  'oo 
cionnf.Ai5tie  ^suf  mA\y  x>o  \:ACct)AZA\\  au  ciccet\nA  iTiAtluigti 
x^5>A  t^-Abxicup.  Ajuf  bio-b  a  f?iof  x^5-ACc  50  ^rpuilic  f  iacc  uttAtfi  {r} 
cum  onottA  -oo  X)enAm  -otiicp  -Agtif  cum  -oo  tot<\  -oo  CoimlionxiX) 
6i|\  x^f  u^imp  -00  ^aX)azza\\  fiACC  bAifce*i-6  cue  a."  Aguf  -oo 
^^r^5  P^ct^-Aicc  mA  fefx^rh  teif  x\n  mb|Aeiti|\  fin  ^vguf  a\  *6eifcipuil 
mxMlte  ppif  x^5Uf  -oo  bennui5  cine-oli  nA  ntDeifi  A^uy  ni  tie-AT)1i 
AmAm  A6r  a  ccoillce  -Aguf  a  nuifcce  A^5Uf  ^  ccxxI-atti.  Aguf 
AX)\^t)\yAz:A\\  mA^te  nA  ntDeifi  -Aguf  -a  nuAifle  xxn  c^n  fin  :  "  Cl*^ 
buf  |vi  no  buf  osefin^  offx^in  -Anoff^"?  Aguf  -A-oub^ipc 
"Oecl^n  :  ''Af  meifi  x^f  cisefinxx  of xMbti,  ^guf  gibe  necti  onA-oeocAf 
meife  opuibb  in^  ti5e|An*.\e  beinneochxMT)  pA\cpuicc  be  ^guf  "oo 
Senxim  uite  a  bennuccxiX).  Aguf  bi^i-ob  in^  pigb  ofuib  uile"  (s). 
Aguf  ife  necb  "oo  op-o-Aig  'Oecl^n  -Annfin  jTep^xil  m^c  Copbrn^ic 
necb  occ  •00  cinet)  (t)  nA  nT)eip  x^5Uf  ipS  *oo  ^aoI  X)eclAm  pein 
eifein  (u).  Agup  x)o  cuif  fe  1  me-bon  c<\ic  in  lon^x)  figb  e. 
Aguf  -oo  CAicin  le  Cv\c  uile,  asuv  "oo  be^nnuig  p^\c|\ uicc  ^^suf 
tDect^n  e  -Aguf  -oo  501]^  5x^cb  necb  -oib  fo  leit  nu\  lAigb  e. 
Aguf  x\*oubxMfc  px\Cfvuicc  pif  -An  occlx^cb  gomx^'ob  cf o-O-a  Ixm-oi|\ 
1  cc-ACxMbb  x\5Uf  50  mAX)  copt-AC  An  ZAlAm  \\e  a  lin-o.  Aguf 
If  -ArhlxMX)  fin  bi-o  f  15U  nA  n'Oeifi  -oo  ^nAt. 

C.  24.  lnA  "01^15  fin  cucc  "Oeclx^n  a^ux"  \:e\\^Al  mAC 
CopbmAic  .1.  fi  n-A  n'Oeifi  -Aguf  a  cinel  pefxxnn  mop  "oo  pxicpuicc 
x^ccorhfoccuf  -00  ITlxigb  peirhin  xNguf  aza  a^a  com*\fbxMb  ofin 
xxtte,  x^guf  ci5efn>Af  mof  Ann.  Aguf  ni  yAX>A  on  cSiuip  -An 
vwnA-o  zuccAX)  "OO.  Ac-A  copxif  mop  folAf  x^nn  pe  n^bx^ptxip 
copxip  p^icpuicc  -Aguf  pob  ionm>Ain  pe  p^xcpuicc  An  cop-Ap  pn. 
Aguf  inxx  •oixMgb  pn  -Ap  cceilebpAt)  "o-a  ceite  m^itte  le 
bennxiccAin  "oo  cuxM'ob  p^^cpuicc  50  C-Aipol  xipif  -Accenn 
Aenguf^  mic  t1x\cfpAi6  -Aguf  -oo  CuAi"ob  X)eclAn  leif . 

C.  25.     T)o  pinne-A-b  miopbuile  An  ZAn  pn  -Ap  *OeclAn  cpe 

{r)  B.=50   bfuitfo  titiiAt.  (s)   B.  reads — "if  mifi  btif  cijeAitriA  x)Aoib 

Agtif  Jibe  cijeApriA  eile  togf? a'6  opAib  -Ajtif  no  jbaha  pAX)|ivii5  a  beAnriACA-o 
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and  said  to  the  latter  : — "See  how  the  whole  people  of  the  Deisi 
have  come  with  me  as  their  Lord  to  thee  and  they  have  left  the 
accursed  prince  whose  subjects  they  have  been,  and  behold  they 
are  ready  to  reverence  you  and  to  obey  you  for  it  is  from  me  they 
have  received  baptism."  At  this  Patrick  rose  up  with  his  followers 
and  he  blessed  the  people  of  the  Deisi  and  not  them  alone,  but 
their  woods  and  water  and  land.  Whereupon  the  chiefs  and  nobles 
of  the  Deisi  said  : — "Who  will  be  King  or  Lord  over  us  now"  ? 
And  Declan  replied  : — "I  am  your  lord  and  whomsoever  I  shall 
appoint  over  you  as  lord,  Patrick  and  all  of  us  will  bless,  and  he 
shall  be  king  over  you  all."  And  he  whom  Declan  appointed  was 
Feargal  MacCormac^^  a  certain  j^oung  man  of  the  nation  of  the 
Deisi  who  was  a  kinsman  of  Declan  himself.  He  (Declan)  set  him 
in  the  midst  of  the  assembly  in  the  king's  place  and  he  was  pleasing 
to  all.  Whereupon  Patrick  and  Declan  blessed  him  and  each  of 
them  apart  proclaimed  him  chieftain.  Patrick  moreover  promised 
the  3^oung  man  that  he  should  be  brave  and  strong  in  battle,  that 
the  land  should  be  fruitful  during  his  reign.  Thus  have  the  kings 
•of  the  Deisi  alwa3^s  been. 

After  these  things  Declan  and  Feargal  Mac  Cormac  (king  of 
the  Deisi)  and  his  people  gave  a  large  area  of  land  to  Patrick  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Magh  Feimhin  and  this  belongs  to  his 
successors  ever  since  and  great  lordship  there.  And  the  place 
which  was  given  over  to  him  is  not  far  from  the  Suir.  There 
is  a  great  very  clear  fountain  there  which  is  called  "Patrick's 
Well"^^  and  this  was  dear  to  Patrick.  After  this,  with  blessing, 
they  took  leave  of  one  another  and  Patrick  returned  to  Cashel  to 
Aongus  Mac  Natfrich  and  Declan  went  with  him. 

A  miracle  was  wrought  at  that  time  on  Declan  through  the 

-Ajtjf  x>05e^nAmnA."         (t)  B.='OMAiftit).  (m)  B.  adds— If  «a"6a  -oo  jimneATJ 

CAfboj  *Oe.     B.  concludes  here. 


42  t)euliA  'oecctAin. 

impme  p<\z\yA)c  xxguf  C|\e  tu\  gtn-oe,  6^\  do  bi  tDeclxMi  Ag  f  lubAl 
50  nerh^ipeAc  ifin  fligit),  ^suf  c-a|\U\  iA|\Ann  gefx  |:|\if  Asuf  X)0 
5e|\|\  x\  6of ,  ^5Uf  -oo  teitg  |?iiit  50  -o^Af  AccAch  Agtif  "oo  tiontif cc-Ain 
T)ectx\ti  belt  b^c^c  xxguf  'oo  bi  Aitbe  1mti5  "oo  l-AtxMf\  tia 
mio|^buile  fin  Aguf  Secnx\tt  efpticc  "oefcipAt  P-Acpuicc  ^511^ 
A-oepAp  gupxxb  e  pn  cet*o-efpticc  "oo  cuxxix)  po  ui|\  Bpe^tin  |\ixMti. 
A^wf  "OO  \)A  riAerhcxN  eccriAix)  e  Aguf  T)o  6tii|\  op^A  50  tn6|A  An 
cnex)b  fin  cAflx\  Af  T)eclxMi.  Aguf  *oo  binnifeA'6  *oo  P-AC|itiicc 
in  ni  fin;  Aguf  -oob  olc  teif.  Agiif  A*otib-Ai|\c :  "StAntng  a 
C1CcefAnx^  cof  -oo  fefbonc^i'oe  fein  ftntingef  m6|\  'oo  *6«a'd 
Agtif  "OO  T)oc1iA|\  xif\  x)o  fon."  Asuf  'oo  jUxc  pAcpincc  An  cof 
Agiif  -oo  cuijA  corhA|\CA  r\A  cpoicbe  cefCA  a\\  ah  ccneit)  Aguf  X)o 
fcctniA  A  fuil  50  tuAt,  xxgtif  jAticc  bet  nA  cnerae  cum  a  ceile 
-Aguf  C1CC  fete  fuiffe  Agiif  -oo  bi  flx\n  Agtif  "oo  eif^ig  T)ectAn 
in-A  fefAfh  Agtif  A  cof  ft^n  teif .  Agtif  ciiccAC^t^  mte  mot^x) 
■oo  T)iA.  Ha  ftiiAi^,  ^S^r  "^  ceicefvnA  "OO  bi  a|\  An  tx^CA1|^  Annpn 
cuccACAfv  5^if  mo|\  of  ai|at)  a5  motAt)  T)e  A^uf  nA  nAem. 

C.  26.  Af  tnbeic  "oo  pACf uicc  Agtif  "OonA  nAomAib  fin  Af 
Aon  fif  1  cC^ifet  .1.  Aitbe  Aguf  T)ectAn  conA  n-oeifCiptAib  i 
ffAff>A-6  Aen5tifx\  mic  TlACft^Aicb  'oo  ctnpeAX)  teo  mo[\An  -oo 
geinnctisecc  Aguf  -oo  fecli|\An  An  cfeiT)irh  a^  cut.  Agnf  "oo 
iompoi'6eccA|\  iacc  cum  An  tfei-oirh  CpiofCAi'Oe.  Aguf  'Oo 
ofouig  pxxcfuicc  -Aguf  Aenguf  m^c  tl^CfpAich  1  fiA-^nuife  c^ic 
uite  A  ccoiccinne  Aif'oefpuccoi'oe  TTIumAn  -oo  beit  A5  Aitbe, 
Aguf  -oo  6t\T)Ai5eccA|\  "OO  "OeclAn  mAf  An  cce-onA  a  cenet 
fein  .1.  nA  X)eifi,  oit^  ife  -oo  iomp6  iat)  onA  fecbfAn  Asuf 
Atnbeicli  Aicce  inA  pAfAifce  Aguf  inA  efpuccoi'oe.  Aguf  mA|\ 
"OO  -oen-OAif  Gf  e  -oo  pAcpuicc  gup  Ab  Afht-Ait)  fin  •00  -Oen-OAif  nA 
'Oeifi  TJO  "OectAn  t>a  bpACfun  fein  Aguf  x\'OUbAipc  pAcpAicc 
An  fAnn: — 

Aitbe  urhAt;   pAcpAicc  TTIuniAn,  mo  SACf-ACb, 

T)ectx^n,  pACf  A1CC  r\A  n'Oeifi :  nA  T)eif  1  x\s  'OectAn  gAn 

bf  At  {v). 

(v)  Thus  in  text  ;  usually  50  h\\At. 
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intercession  and  prayers  of  Patrick  for  as  Declan  was  walking 
carelessly  along  he  trod  upon  a  piece  of  sharp  iron  which  cut  his 
foot  so  that  blood  flowed  freely  and  Declan  began  to  limp.  Ailbe 
of  Emly  was  present  at  this  miracle  and  Sechnall^^  a  bishop  of 
Patrick's  and  a  holy  and  wise  man,  and  he  is  said  to  be  the  first 
bishop  buried  in  Ireland.  The  wound  which  Declan  had  received- 
grieved  them  very  much.  Patrick  was  informed  of  the  accident, 
and  was  grieved  thereat.  He  said  : — "Heal,  O  Master  {i.e.  God),, 
the  foot  of  your  own  servant  who  bears  much  toil  and  hardship- 
on  your  account."  Patrick  laid  his  hand  on  the  wounded  foot 
and  made  over  it  the  sign  of  the  cross  when  immediately  the 
flow  of  blood  ceased,  tlie  lips  of  the  wound  united,  a  cicatrix 
formed  upon  it  and  a  cure  was  effected.  Then  Declan  rose  up 
with  his  foot  healed  and  joined  in  praising  God.  The  soldiers  and 
fighting  men  who  were  present  cried  out  loudly,  blessing  God  and 
the  saints. 

As  Patrick  and  the  saints  were  in  Cashel,  i.e.  Ailbe  and  Declan 
with  their  disciples,  in  the  territory  of  Aongus  Mac  Nathfrich, 
they  made  much  progress  against  paganism  and  errors  in  faith^*^ 
and  they  converted  them  (the  pagans)  to  Christianity.  It  was 
ordained  by  Patrick  and  Aongus  Mac  Natfrich  in  presence  of  the 
assembly,  that  the  Archbishopric  of  Munster''  should  belong  to 
Ailbe,  and  to  Declan,  in  like  manner,  was  ordained  (committed) 
his  own  race,  i.e.  the  Deisi,  whom  he  had  converted  to  be  his  parish 
and  his  episcopate.  As  the  Irish  should  serve  Patrick,  so  should 
the  Deisi  serve  Declan  as  their  patron,  and  Patrick  made  the 
rann : — 
"Humble  Ailbe  the  Patrick  of  Munster,  greater  than  any  saying, 
"Declan,  Patrick  of  the  Deisi — the  Decies  to  Declan  for  ever." 


44  t3eutiA  T)ecctAin. 

'Aguf  ^f  ion>Ann  fin  |\e  -a  ^AAt)^  -Aguf  gw^A  -Abe  Aitbe  Ati  'o-Af^.v 
P-AC|AUicc  nx^  tnum^n,  -A^wf  gup  A^be  'OeclAti  -OAtAA  pAcpuicc 
tiA  ntDeifi.  1nA^  -01^15  fin  a\\.  cceitebf At!)  'oon  figti  -ooibh  xxguf 
'ooib  tnle  le  cele  -oo  ctu\cc-At^  tiA  nAoirhfui  -oa  ni-AtxMb  fein  -oo 
fiol^t)  xxn  cfei'orhi. 

C.  27.  UxiflA  T)ecU\n  xiguf  pef5x\l  m^c  Co|AbmAic  te 
ceile  .1.  fi  nA  n*Oeifi  con  a  flu-AS  Aiguf  con-A  coirhcionol  •oonAi 
T)eifib  AS  In-oeoin  xxstif  -oo  -oxMnsniseccj^p  ^n  pecc  CpiofC-Ai-oe 
ifin  popxxl.  A^uf  A\n  pi  xi-oubf^mA^A  |\orhAinn  .1.  le-ob-An 
•oiulcxMgceoif  ^ntriA  Cpiofc  -oo  -oicuife-ob  o  gACb  Aon  e  x^5Uf 
-oo  cuxM-6  x\|\  neirhcni  s^n  fiof  Afcel  mA\\  aca  fC|\iobtA  *oo 
nxMmcibti  An  cfiei*oim  : — "  5^  cc1A5A^c  x3k  ccuirhne  Af  m^f 
f?o$x^t^"  {w).  Aguf  -oo  ofvo^is  'Oecl.^n  x^guf  pefg^t  ^SUf 
m^icbe  nA  n'Oeifocti  gUfVAb  xinnfAn  ionA^*o  fin  *oo  50iffix)e  fi 
^f  nA  *Oeifib  50  bf^cli,  "oo  bjAig  gtifAb  Ann  *oo  bennuig 
pACfwncc  Aguf  T)ecU\n  A^n  fi  fin  .1.  pefSA^l  ^5tif  A'otiblifACCAf 
nA  fenn-o-AOine  gufb  ^nnpn  "oofiostAXOi  fioj-A  x^5Uf  -oo  cAictroif 
-AfflAiceAf  f oimti  cf ei-oemb  if  nA  T)eifib. 

C.  28.  1f  in  Aimfif  fin  CAinic  plAigb  gf AnnA  ifin  THumAin 
Aguf  "OO  bi  1  cCAifiot  ni  bA*6  mo  inA  in  lonAt)  ele.  Aguf  if 
ArhtAi*6  "ooniox)  fif  nA  *OAOinib  An-OACb  "oo  cIaocIa-o  imbuitiecc 
Af  cCif  Agtif  AiTiAf  bAt)  Ainnfein.  A^uf  'OO  X)azza\\  moiffeifef  •00 
bfAisT^ib  UAifle  A5  Aenguf  In  cCAifiol  t)on  CAOib  ciAf  "oo 
CAifiot  f An  Aic  fe  nAbAftAf  Haic  nA  nlflAnn,  Aguf  CAflA  "ooib 
oi'oce  Ann  50  ffUAf ACCAf  bAf  "oon  plAig  A'DubfAiriAf.  Agiif 
fob  otc  lAfin  fij  A  mbAf  A^uf  A'oubAifc  a  ceilc  •oecclA  50 
nefeocliAt)  f ccAnnAit  no  cocca-o  CfiotA  oif  •00  t)AZAX^.  inACCloinn 
•oonA  -OAoinib  f a  Cfeife  A^uf  f a  nefcrhAife  *oo  bi  f An  HluniAin. 
ASUf  CAinic  *OeclAn  50  CAifiol  Af  nA  niAf ACb.  Aguf  -oo  lAbAif 
f e  bAenstif  Aguf  -oobA  f aiU"6  An  fi  f oirhe  Agiif  -oo  goif  Cuicce 
be.  Agtif  A*oubAifc  fif  bi  ffiA'ontiife  'Ofuinje  -oa  CAifoib 
fein: — ''gui-oim  cii,  a  tDeclAin,  a  feAfbonctn'oe    T)e,    50    cci 

(w)  Psalm  ix,  8. 
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This  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  Ailbe  was  a  second  Patrick  and 
that  Declan  was  a  second  Patrick  of  the  Decies.  After  that,  when 
the  king  had  bidden  them  farewell  and  they  had  all  taken  leave 
of  one  another,  the  saints  returned  to  their  respective  territories 
to  sow  therein  the  seed  of  faith. 

Declan  and  Ferghal  Mac  Cormac,  king  of  the  Deisi,  with  his 
army  and  followers,  met  one  another  at  Indeoin  and  they  made 
still  more  strong  on  the  people  the  bond  of  Christian  obligation. 
The  king  we  have  already  mentioned,  scil.  : — Ledban,  the  recusant 
to  the  Christian  name,  was  rejected  of  all  and  he  came  to  nothing, 
leaving  no  knowledge  (memory)  of  his  history,  as  is  written  of  the 
enemies  of  the  faith  :— "Their  memory  perisheth  like  a  sound." 
Moreover  Declan  and  Fergal  and  the  chief  men  of  the  Deisi  decreed 
this  as  the  place  where  the  king  of  the  Deisi  should  be  inaugurated 
for  ever  thenceforward,  because  it  was  there  Patrick  and  Declan 
blessed  the  king,  Fergal ;  moreover  tradition  states  that  it  was 
there  the  kings  were  crowned  and  ruled  over  the  Deisi  in  pagan 
times.'^ 

At  that  time  there  broke  out  a  dreadful  plague  in  Munster 
and  it  was  more  deadly  in  Cashel  than  elsewhere.  Thus  it  affected 
those  whom  it  attacked  :  it  first  changed  their  colour  to  yellow 
and  then  killed  them.  Now  Aongus  had,  in  a  stone  fort  called 
"^Rath  na  nlrlann,"'^  on  the  western  side  of  Cashel,  seven  noble 
hostages.  It  happened  that  in  one  and  the  same  night  they  all 
died  of  the  plague.  The  king  was  much  affected  thereat  and  he 
gave  orders  to  have  the  fact  concealed  lest  it  should  bring  disgrace 
or  even  war  upon  him,  for  the  hostages  were  scions  of  the  strongest 
and  most  powerful  families  in  Munster.  On  the  morrow  however 
Declan  came  to  Cashel  and  talked  with  Aonghus.  The  king 
welcomed  him  heartily  and  addressing  him  said  to  him  in  presence 
of  persons  of  his  court,  "I  pray  you,  Declan,  servant  of  God,  that 
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'Oioc   in   xMnm    Cfiofc    ^n    moipfeifep    btt*^5-AC    -oo    bi    A^Avn 
imbn-Ai5*oenuf  6  tiseptiA-o-Ait)  ItlumAn   vXti^Mtbeotis^t)  •o^rh   o^\\ 
-AC^it)  -AjA  |:p-A5^il  b^if  -oon   ptxMgfi  "00  cltiine  -Aguf  if  ecc^it 
lemf<A  AfiAMtfie  "00  toccb^Ml  coccxM'6  x\5iif  cenn-Aitipce  itrix^g-Ait), 
6it\  x\f  -OxSoine  netvctn^fVA  Uxi-oiiie  iacc,  AXguf   x^f   n^|A   linn    50 
•oeirhin  a  mbS^,  6if\  ^-oeiv^icfioti  5U|\    ^ib    -oinn    fein   clinic    a 
mbilf ."       T)o  fpe<\cc*MtA  t)ecl*Mi  *oon  ^15  4^5tlf  -A-oubxMpc  : — ''A 
teiteice  fin  *oo  t^f  .1.  •o^\oine  •OxMcbeougAt)  o  b^f  50  bech-Ait) 
x\f  fif  Ar\  ccurhAcc*\  nT)u\x)A  4Mfi<\in  benuf .       Aguf  x\n  ni  benuf 
]iimf>A  -oe  .1.  -oot  m^f  x^  bftnlic  a  cctiifp  x^5l1f  upnAige  "oo  6tif 
cum  *Oe  4ifx\fon  -oo  gen  e.      Aguf  -00  -oenA  X))a  mv^f  4^f  pepp 
'00    cifi-^ef   *o6    ^nnfi-oe."       A^uf   -00    cbiMiT)    T)eclAn    -Agiif 
T)fon5    ele    tYi^itte   fen^i  -oeifcipl^ib    ^guf    luce    eotAif    au 
fi5b    fetnpti    (x)    mA]\    a    \\AbAzrA\\,   cuifp    nA   minnncipe    fin 
cefo-A.         Aguf   "OO   ten    An    fi    mcc    -A|\   a   tofcc    lonnuf   50 
ffACA  fe    tiA*6x^    cuifp    n^\   n-o-AOine   nl*^fb.      Aguf  *oo   cbw-AiT) 
X)eclAn  A\\  nA  lion-At)  on  cferonri  x>^A'OA  ifin  C15I1  1f|\x^bx^ccAf, 
Agiif  -oo  cfoit  uifcce  coiff ecctx^  offxi,  AX^uf  *oo  finne  vjfnAige 
111    ffiAX)nuife   CA^ch    A^iiy    ^*oiib<Mfc  : — *'A   ticcefn-A,    x^   lofx^ 
Cjiiofc,  ^  xioin  meic  T)e  bi  in  onoif  c*inm*\  fein  •ouifig  r\A  m^ifb 
fo  lonnuf  50  n-o^insnigc^p  ia-o    ifin    cfeiT)eiri    Cx\coitice    Cfe 
nxif  noif icne."     1nA  -6^15  fin  -oo  liAicbeoAM5e*6  ^\n  -of ong  fin  -00 
'OectAn    ^5Uf    -oo    bx^ccuf   ^5   gluAfA^cc   a    bf^bf-At)    -Aguf    a 
XJUbAifc  T)ectAn  fiu  : — ''In  Amm  Cfiofc  A\y  fl^n-Aigceof^  eifgit) 
in  ^A\\  fefxMTi  x3i5tif  bennxMgiX)   T>]a,    -A^tif  ZA\)\\A^X)  gtoif  X)b/' 
Agiif  'OO  eif geccxxf  teif  xxn  nsiit  fin  50  tu-ACti  ^s^f  "oo  tAbf a- 
c-Af  f e  6-Acti  xigiif  *oo  foccAif  'Oecl^n  -oon  fij  iacc  -Af  mbeit 
fl-An  beo  *ooib.      Aguf  -Af  ff^MCfin  n^  iniofbxMle*o  niong^nuAc 
fin  •00  CAC^^  cucc-ACCAf  uite  gloif  A^uf  inol^'o  -oo  T)i-a  ^gtif 
f Ainic  clii  T)eclxiin  fo  6finn  -oe  fin  <\5tif  fob-A   fxiiliT)   An    fi 
fef-An  Aifecc  fin  fUA^if . 

C.  29.     InA  -OixMS  fin  -oo  5tJi*6eccAf  pop^l  C^ifil  efpocc 
*Oe  50  mbennxMset)  fe  -An  c-AtxMf    -Aguf  50  n'oioctiife'6  fe  An 

(x)  te,  as  alternative,  above  line. 
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in  the  name  of  Christ  you  would  raise  to  life  for  me  the  seven 
hostages  whom  I  held  in  bondage  from  the  chieftains  of  Munster. 
They  have  died  from  the  plague  of  which  you  hear,  and  I  fear 
their  fathers  will  raise  war  and  rebellion  against  me,  for  they  are 
men  of  strength  and  power,  and  indeed  we  are  ashamed  of  their 
death,  for  the}^  will  say  that  it  is  we  ourselves  who  killed  them." 
Declan  answered  the  king,  saying  to  him: — "vSuch  a  matter  as 
this — to  raise  one  to  life  from  death — belongs  to  Omnipotence 
alone — but  I  shall  do  whatever  is  in  my  power.  I  go  where  the 
bodies  lie  and  pra}^  to  God  for  them  and  let  Him  do  in  their  regard 
what  seems  best  to  Him."  Next,  Declan,  with  a  multitude  and 
his  disciples  together  with  the  king's  councillors,  went  to  the 
place  where  the  corpses  of  the  young  men  lay.  The  king  followed 
after  them  until  he  came  in  sight  of  the  bodies.  Declan,  full  of 
divine  faith,  entered  the  house  wherein  they  lay  and  he  sprinkled 
holy  water  ov^er  them  and  prayed  for  them  in  the  presence  of  all, 
saying: — "O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  only  Son  of  the  living  God,  for 
thine  own  name's  sake  wake  the  dead  that  they  may  be  strength- 
ened in  the  Catholic  faith  through  our  instrumentality." 
Thereupon,  at  Declan's  prayer,  the  group  (of  corpses)  revived  and 
they  moved  their  e37elids  and  Declan  said  to  them  "In  the  name 
of  Christ,  our  Saviour,  stand  up  and  bless  and  glorify  God."  And 
at  his  words  they  rose  up  immediately  and  spoke  to  all.  Declan 
then  announced  to  the  king  that  they  were  alive  and  well.  When 
people  saw  this  remarkable  miracle  they  all  gave  glory  and  praise 
to  God.  The  fame  of  Declan  thereupon  spread  throughout  Erin 
and  the  king  rejoiced  for  restoration  of  his  hostages. 

After  this  the  people  of  Cashel  besought  Bishop  Declan  to 
bless  their  city  and  banish  the  plague  from  them  and  to  intercede 
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pt^ig  u-AtA  ^5tir  50  tism-Oet)  fe  cum  "Oe  A^\\  fon  r\A  n-OAOwe 
*oo  bi  eft^Sn  ipn  ceit)m  fin  gxxn  t)ot  T)e.  Aguf  xM|\  pfAicpn 
c|\eiT)me  n^  -otAtiinse  fin  t)o  "OecUxn  -oo  stn-oti  X>'}a,  -Agiif  -oo 
6orhAfCxM5  6  comAfOx\  ^^<\  cfoictie  cefCA  ceitfe  ti-Aifoe  ^n 
^eoif.  Asuf  xif  -oeirhm  guf  bo  folUif  DpixxcfA  Cfiofc  fe  ^^A 
T)eifciplxMb  x\n  cx\nfin  m^f  ^-oubxMf c  ^5^  bfx^sbAil  x^gtif  ^5  -ool 
-DO  cwm  nirhe:  "Supef  egfof  m^ntif  imponenc  ec  bene  tixxbe- 
biinc,"  (y)  .1.  cuiffex\-o  mo  tAriuA  ^f  n^  befl-An-Aib  -Agtif  beicc  fl^n. 
Aguf  -oeif  x\n  x^eo1f  -oo  (^^otti^fcucch-A-D  6  corhAfCA  n-A  cfoicbe 
cefCA  -DO  IDeclAn  ^Ach  •otnne  -oo  bi  e^fft-An  *oo  b^ccAf  ft^n, 
^5tif  ni  tii^T)  x\nvAin  -oo  bi  ftx\n  acz  An  cif  tnte  in^  ciTnce-All 
5ibe  bionAT)  mA  f^b^cc-Af  "o^xoine  efl^An^  -oo  X)azza\^  fl-^n. 
Aguf  "GO  'oicuife'6  An  ptxMg  fin  o  ^ac  tnte  cif  x^5Uf  -oo  \)a  mof 
5AMf*oecbiif  Ca^Iic  cficcfin  x^guf  cfef  nA\  'o^Aoimb  mAfbxx  -A'ovibf-A- 
m-Af  •o-AitbeouccbAT).  A^uf  "oo  ofotng  x^n  fi  ciof  -Aguf  onoif 
nAt)tiA,  xiguf  o  5x\cb  fig  *oo  geb-At)  Cxxifiot  1nx^  "01^15  "00  "Oecl^n 
^5tif  "OO  tucc  A  lonAXD.  Aguf  in^  -61^1511  fin  -oo  bennins  An 
cepf cop  5l6f rh-Af  T)ecl-An  An  f i  Aen^uf  con^  cazam[k  a^u\*  conA 
cinex)!!  -Agtif  'DO  lompo  i^ffin  -oo  Cum  a  lon-Ait)  fein. 

C.  30.  *Oo  bxM  'OeclAn  oi-ocbe  ^ifi-^e  a\\.  A^■o^^ecz  1CC15 
T)tiine  f^it)bif  ifin  f^nn  tef  -oo  tntng  |?eirhin  -Aguf  if  xxml-Ai-o 
T)o  bi  An  fef  fin  x^giif  e  in^  ^incfiofc.Ait)e  s^n  cfeiDerh  x)o 
5x\b^it  6tncce.  Aguf  if  e  "oo  bxMnm  -oo  •oefc^n.  Astif 
•00  bfetntng  fe  fAn-dm-Acc  X)0  -oenxim  fon-A  cfiofCxMgib  oif 
AX)ubAifc  f e  nA  fefbfog^ncxM-oe  m^x-o-AX)  -oo  mxXfb-At)  g^n  friof 
xx^uf  xx  ce*\nn  -Aguf  a  co^a  x)o  bu^in  -oe  a^ux"  a  f  f  otxxC  1  cc-Atm^in 
Agiif  -A  feoil  T)o  bfuit  50  m-Ait  ^suf  a  CAb-Aifc  'oo  mtnnncif 
T)ect-Atn  "OA  cAicem  -Aguf  x\'otibAifc  fiu  An  mx^T)x^*D  "Oo  beicb 
meit  50  m^it,  50  n^Ab-o-Aif  a  feoit  m-Af  feoil  CAOf ac.  Aguf 
An  c^n  fob-A  bfuice  cuccAit)  hi  fflx^t)nA1fe  T)eclxMn  Agtif  a 
muinncif  e  m^itte  f  e  lixXf  An  Aguf  te  biA-OAib  ete.  Aguf  "oo  bi  a 
cox)lA'()  A]\  ccincim  Af  "Oect-An  An  ZAn  fin  Aguf  'oo  'otiifcce'6  tie 

[y)  Mark  xvi,  18. 
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with  God  for  those  stricken  with  sickness  who  could  not  escape 
from  its  toils.  Declan  seeing  the  people's  faith  prayed  to  God  and 
signed  wdth  the  sign  of  Redemption  the  four  points  of  the  compass. 
As  he  concluded,  there  was  verified  the  saying  of  Christ  to  His 
disciples  when  leaving  them  and  going  to  heaven  : — "Super  aegros 
imponent  manus  et  bene  habebunt"  ("I  shall  place  my  hands  on 
the  sick  and  they  shall  be  healed.")  Soon  as  Declan  had  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross  each  one  who  was  ill  became  well  and  not 
alone  were  these  restored  to  health  but  (all  the  sick)  of  the  whole 
region  round  about  in  whatsoever  place  there  were  persons  ailing. 
Moreover  the  plague  was  banished  from  every  place  and  all  rejoiced 
greatly  thereat  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead  men  we  have  narrated.  The  king  thereupon  ordered  tribute 
and  honour  to  Declan  and  his  successors  from  himself  and  from 
every  king  who  should  hold  Cashel  ever  after.  Upon  this  the 
glorious  bishop  Declan  blessed  Aongus  together  with  his  city  and 
people  and  returned  back  to  his  ow^n  place. 

One  night  Declan  was  a  guest  at  the  house  of  a  wealthy  man 
who  dwelt  in  the  southern  part  of  Magh  Femhin  ;  this  is  the  kind 
of  person  his  host  was,  scil.  : — a  pagan  who  rejected  the  true  faith, 
and  his  name  was  Dercan.'^'*  He  resolved  to  amuse  himself  at  the 
Christians'  expense  ;  accordingly  he  ordered  his  servants  to  kill  a 
dog  secretly,  to  cut  off  its  head  and  feet  and  to  bury  them  in  the 
earth  and  then  to  cook  the  flesh  properly  and  to  set  it  before  Declan 
and  his  company  as  their  meal.  Moreover  he  directed  that  the 
dog  should  be  so  fat  that  his  flesh  might  pass  as  mutton.  When,  in 
due  course,  it  was  cooked,  the  flesh,  together  with  bread  and  other 
food,  was  laid  before  Declan  and  his  following.  At  that  moment 
Declan  had  fallen  asleep  but  he  was  aroused  by  his  disciples  that 


50  beutiA  t)ecclAiii. 

le  n^  •oeifcioplAMb  -oo  benn^di-AX)  *\cco*o-a.  Aguf  ^*out)Ai|\c  t^iu 
"50  t:ipinnecti  "00  cirrife  pfitAilerh  au  -oi^b-Ail  x\ccimcett  n^x 
Veol-A  vice."  Asuf  *oo  piA^rpAij  t)on  luce  ff\itotrh-A  cpex)  hi  -An 
peoit  no  cionnuf  '^\K^z\^  1.  Agvif  ^  -oubtiACCx^ti  f xxn : — ''At^ 
cciccefinA  AX'otibxMpc  fvmn  peite  meit  "oo  ttiApbAit)  *o-Ait)fi  xxguf 
*oo  lAinnemAifvne  fin  xM|\."  Asuf  x\*oubAMpc  'OeclAn :  "A|a 
ccigepnAine  1of^\  Cpiofc  *]  foitlfige-o  -ouinn  cfve^T)  •oot)ei|\ 
cimtipecc  An  -oi^b^il  -Accimcelt  n-A  peolxi  fo  xxguf  coipmifcc 
"OO  f  epbonCv\iT)e  o  t)iAXt)xMt)  iitAcoiT)eclu\  t)o  CxMcem  "ooib."  Agiir 
*oo  connxMfc  T)ectAn,  -Ap  ua  |\-ax)  fin  long^  x\n  rh^^'OxM^  imefcc  n*\ 
feolA  oif  "OO  bfinceccxxf  cetfx\rhA\  ^xn  111^^*0^15  con^  coif  fein 
tiiffe  5^n  fiof  -ooit)  fein.  Agiif  "oo  fAOilecc-Af  guf  foilgeccx^fv 
1  crxxtirixMii  m^f  t)o  fonfxxcc  n^  cofx\  ele.  Agiif  x^-oub-Aifc 
T)ect-An : — "Hi  coff  c^ofxxcti  fo  -acc  coff  rtix\*OxM5."  Agtif 
inx\f  "DO  cuAltxXCCxXf  An  luce  ffitolin  fin  -oo  CuxxccAif  50  tUAXt 
•oionnftiije  a  cciccefnA^  x^gtif  "oo  inf eccx\|\  fin  "oo.  Aguf  c-Ainic 
IDef c^n  -oionnf.Mge  T)ect-Ain  ^guf  "oo  cfeit)  *o6  -A^tif  x)o  s^b 
bAMfce"6  u-A'O-A,  A.\5iif  cucc  e  fem  a-^u\*  a  ftiocc  "oo  X)ectAn  50 
X)\KAt.  A^uf  cucc  An  bAile  fin  x)o  *Oecl^n  xxguf  -oo  b^ifccet) 
>A  iritiincif .  Aguf  *oo  ixXff  <Af  *6ecl^n  ni  eiccin  x>o  bennxxcriA*6 
ifin  mbAite  fin  -oo  liAinmneoctiCAOi  •06  fein  50  bf At.  A^tif  "oo 
bennAig  X)eclAn  clocc  "oo  conn^ifc  fe;  Aguf  if  e  xxf  Amm  x)6 — 
ctocc  T)ef  cAin.  Aguf  ^-oubAifc  X>eclAn — "  p^ccb-Aim  mx\f 
bu-A*6Aib  Af  in  cclocc  fo  -oa  ng^bA  fi  nA  nT)eifi  nA  cimceAtt 
-Aguf  e  A5  -oot  -oo  tAtuccAt)  te  nA  eAfCC-Aif\*oib  no  "oo  "oio^Ait 
A  inT)ti5i*o  50  ccmcf A  fe  ft^n  -Aguf  50  mbef a  bUAi"6.''  Aguf 
■00  fifA'o  fin  50  minic  gi'oe'o  nA  •OAOine  "oioirifACA  cionnfgnAf 
•ool  biccACti  no  1  n-oeAbAi-b  50  tiAin-otisbteACti  Aguf  SAbAf  inA 
ciinceAlt  ni  biJAi-o  beific  fiACC  acc  f AgbAicc  buAix)  5A  nAinroib. 
Agiif  ife  f A  bAinin  -oon  bAite  fin  Uecb  tDef CAin.  Asiif  ife  a 
Aintn  Anoif  Coningen  {z)  6  in^in  nA  con,  no  An  rhA*OAi*6 
A  •oubf  AtTiAf .    1f  Annfin  CAngACAf  An  "Of  ong  nAorhf o  iyia^  a  t\Aibe 

{z)  Note  on  margin: — CoimoriSA  potius  6  lonjuin  riA  con.      The  text  has  iri5in, 
"filia,"  and  the  marginal  note  is  thus  corrective  and  not  explanatory. 
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he  might  bless  their  meal.  He  observed  to  them  : — "Indeed  I  see, 
connected  with  this  meat,  the  ministry  of  the  devil."  Whereupon 
he  questioned  the  waiters  as  to  the  meat^ — what  kind  it  was  and 
whence  procured.  They  replied  :  "Our  master  ordered  us  to  kill 
a  fat  ram  for  you  and  we  have  done  as  he  commanded."  Declan 
said,  "Our  Master  is  Jesus  Christ  and  may  He  show  us  what  it 
is  that  connects  the  ministry  of  Satan  with  this  meat  and  preserve 
th3^  servants  from  eating  forbidden  food."  As  he  spoke  thus 
Declan  saw  in  the  meat  the  claw  of  a  dog,  for,  without  intending 
it,  they  had  boiled  one  quarter  of  the  dog  with  its  paw  adhering  ; 
they  thought  the}^  had  buried  it  (the  incriminating  limb)  with  the 
other  paws.  Declan  exclaimed,  "This  is  not  a  sheep's  but  a  dog's 
foot."  When  the  attendants  heard  this  they  went  at  once  to 
their  master  and  related  the  matter  to  him.  Then  Dercan  came 
to  Declan,  accepted  his  faith  and  received  Baptism  at  his  hands, 
giving  himself  and  his  posterity  to  Declan  for  ever.  Moreover  he 
gave  his  homestead  to  Declan  and  his  people  were  baptised. 
After  this  Dercan  requested  that  Declan  should  bless  something 
in  his  homestead  which  might  remain  as  a  memorial  of  him 
(Dercan)  for  ever.  Then  Declan  blessed  a  bell  which  he  perceived 
there  and  its  name  is  Clog-Dhercain  ("Dercan's  Bell");  more- 
over, he  declared :  "I  endow  it  with  this  virtue  (power)  that  if 
the  king  of  Decies  march  around  it  when  going  to  battle,  against 
his  enemies,  or  to  punish  violation  of  his  rights,  he  shall  return 
safely  and  with  victory."  This  promise  has  been  frequentty 
fulfilled,  but  proud  (men)  undertaking  battle  or  conflict  unjustty 
even  if  they  march  around  it  do  not  obtain  victory  but  success 
remains  v/ith  the  enemy.  The  name  of  that  homestead  was 
Teach-Dhercain  ("Dercain's  House")  and  its  name  now  is  Con- 
ingean,'^  from  the  claw  of  the  hound  or  dog  aforesaid.  To  this 
place  came  the  saintly  concourse,  scil : — Coman  and  Ultan,  MacErc 
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"OeclAti  .1.  Com^n,  ^\'S^y  t1tc<\n  m^c  ei|\c,  xxgiif  tnocot)v\,  ^A^iif 
m^c  tAifpein,  xxguf  T:^.1ccx^ccv^p  u\cc  pein  *oo  T>]a  xx^uf  -ooctiAXCCAti 
po  fii-AjAit  Aguf  ^o  ftnxxcc  'OecUvin. 

C.  31.  A^uf  -oo  |\mne  T)ectAMi  mxMnifci|\  ifiti  tnb.Mte  fin  ^ 
Coninsin  x\5tif  T)o  61^*0^15  fe  *.\n  Dpons  n^otfifo  innce  iriAMlte  le 
t)uix)in  ete  XfA  'oeifcipl-Ait)  si-oex)  pticcfe  tltc^xn  leif  pein  m<\p  a 
nx)ex^ct^xM•o. 

C.  32.  xXimfijA  ele  in  a  •01A15  fin  -oo  cuAit)  'OecUMi  50 
t)tAe5xMt)  .1.  A  ce-o-ouctuMSfiurh  |\ua  nionnvA|\b<At)  a  finfep. 
A^uf  fUAip  onoifv  mof  6  fig  Uemf Acti  ^gtif  6  ticcefnv\*6Ait!)  n^ 
tnit)e  oif  *oot)  lontrixMn  leo  tie  'OO  bfij  guf  x\b  ti4\CA  fein  *oo 
cuxiccx^f  x\  finnfif  ^gtif  guf  bi  x\n  ciffin  x\  "otictixMs  pfinnech 
'^E^V  5«f^t)  innce  aza  UettiAif.  Aguf  *oo  curiroAis  "OecUAn 
m-Ainifcif  cx\n^nA\cli  -Ann  fin  a  bf efA^nn  f uxMf  f e  on  fig.  Aguf  if 
u-A'O-A  Ainmniscef  An  cionAT).  Agtif  "oo  f  ^xcAib  mionn  no  le^kbAf 
curfroAig  Aguf  foifcet  onof Acb  -oo  bi*ob  >Aicce  fein  "oo  gn^t  a\\. 
iomcx\f  Ann  fin.  Aguf  aca  An  foifcet  inonoif  tnoif  ifin 
lonA-Ofin  Aguf  -oo  gnicef  miofbuile  uat)a.  Agtif  inA  diaij  fin 
"DO  lompo  fe  Ifin  tHiimAn. 

C.  33.  T)o  bi  T)eclAn  Ia  acc  pubAt  cf e  Off  Aige  Aguf  -oo  bAit 
teif  AnAt)  iccAiften  Ann.     Aguf  cuccACCAf  tucc  An  cAifleAn  {a). 

Agtif  cAngACCAf  nA  fif  Aguf  nA  mnA  fin  Af  nA  niAf ac  50  tiurriAl 
triAf  A  f  Aibe  T)eclAn.  Aguf  Tto  innfeccAf  -oo  a  cf  UAige  f  uAf  ACAf 
An  -Of ong  fin  bAf  mAf  -oo  bi  Af lof  AiCce  fion.  Agtif  "OO  f onfAcc 
fin  Aicficcbe  Aguf  cuccACAf  lonAT)  onofACb  'Oo  T)eclAn  inA 
rroefnA  f e  mAinifcif  Aguf  f UAif  cuilteA'6  ele  f ep Ainn  Aguf  cucc 
fo  "oefA  nA  mAifb  fin  t)A"61acax)  mAf  An-oefnA  An  mAinifcif . 
Agtif  ife  Af  Ainm  -con  mAinifcif  CeAlt  ColAim  *Oeif cc.  Aguf 
If  AttilAit)  "00  bi  An  CotAim  *Oef cc  fin  inA  f eAf  bui-6  nAorhcA  "oo 
•OeifCipAt  "00  'OectAn  -oon  fAnn  coif  •00  ctnset)  l^Aigen  lAf 
mbunA"DAf  .1.  -oo  X)aI  tTleffcofb.      Agtif  if  UAttA  Ainmnigcef  An 

{a)  The  text  wants  a  few  lines  at  this  place.  A  translation  of  the  approximate 
missing  portion  has  however  been  supplied  on  the  other  side,  from  the  Latin  Life. 
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and  Mocoba  and  Maclaisren,'^  who  dedicated  themselves  to  (the 
service  of)  God  and  placed  themselves  under  the  spiritual  rule 
and  sway  of  Declan.  Thereupon  Dcclan  established  a  monastery 
in  that  place,  scil. — in  Coningin — and  he  placed  there  this  holy 
community  with  a  further  band  of  disciples.  Ultan  however  he 
took  away  with  him  to  the  place  whither  he  went. 

On  another  (subsequent)  occasion  Declan  visited  Bregia/' 
i.e.  the  original  territory  which  belonged  to  his  race  previous  to 
the  expulsion  of  his  ancestors.  There  he  was  treated  with 
particular  honour  by  the  king  of  Tara  and  by  the  chieftains  of 
Meath  by  whom  he  was  beloved,  since  it  was  from  themselves 
(their  tribe  and  territory)  that  his  forbears  had  gone  cut,  for  that 
region  was  the  patrimony  of  his  race  and  within  it  lies  Tara. 
Declan  instituted  therein  a  monastery  of  Canons,  on  land  which 
he  received  from  the  king,  and  it  is  thence  the  place  is  named. 
Moreover  he  left  therein  a  relic  or  illuminated  book  and  a  famous 
gospel  which  he  was  accustomed  to  carry  always  with  him.  The 
gospel  is  still  preserved  with  much  honour  in  the  place  and  miracles 
are  wrought  through  it.  After  this  again  he  turned  towards 
Munster. 

Declan  was  once  travelling  through  Ossory  when  he  wished 
to  remain  for  the  night  in  a  certain  village.  But  the  villagers 
not  only  did  not  receive  him  but  actually  drove  him  forth  by  force 
of  arms.  The  saint  however  pra3^ed  to  God  that  it  might  happen 
to  them  what  the  Sacred  Scripture  says,  "Vengeance  is  mine  I 
will  repa}^"  The  dwellers  in  the  village,  who  numbered  sixty,  died 
that  same  night  with  the  exception  of  two  men  and  ten  women 
to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  others  towards  the  saint  had  been 
displeasing.  On  the  morrow  these  men  and  women  came  humbly 
to  the  place  where  Declan  was  and  they  told  him — what  he  himself 
foreknew — how  miserably  the  others  had  died.  They  themselves 
did  penance  and  they  bestowed  on  Declan  a  suitable  site  whereon 
he  built  a  monastery  and  he  got  another  piece  of  land  and  had 
the  dead  buried  where  he  built  the  monastery.  The  name  of 
that  monastery  is  Cill-Colm-Dearg.  This  Colm-Dearg  was  a  kind, 
holy  man  and  a  disciple  of  Declan.^^  He  was  of  East  Leinster, 
i.e.  of  the  Dal  Meiscorb,  and  it  is  from  him  that  the  monastery  is 
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ni,Aitiifcit\  fin  -Agiif  A  nx)iAi5  -An  cion-At)  fin  -oo  tef ucca-o  CAinicc 
-OA  1onx^■D  fein  c^p  a  xMf  .1.  -oowa  T)eifit>li, 

C.  34.  \.A  n^en  cxMnic  T)ecl-An  gxif  in  lon-A-o  |Aif  -A|\Aicet^ 
xMc  mtDfe^f Alt  -Agtif  ni^  teicceccxxp  -Aiccfeb-Ais  -An  t)Aile  fin  inA 
ccxMflen  tie,  ^suf  *oo  foilgecc^f  x^n^fCiAxM^e  mte  lonnwf  n^cli 
fe'Df^t)  *ool  X)A  inif  fein  oip  cuccx^c-Af  ax\  'Ofong  fin  p u-At  |ao 
mo|\  -oo,  si-oet!)  -oo  finne  X>^A  y\A  ntnle  6um-Acc  x3k|\  f on  wAomtACJZA 
-Aocclxiig  fein  T)o  stnx)  e  m-Aille  te  foijiccin  ^uf  lonnco  fe  -An 
triiiif  r\A  cx\tAtn1i  cifini  m^f  -oo  cuxxtAbxMf  tuAf,  x^5Uf  -oo  -An 
"Oecl-An  -An  oiX)ce  fin  ifC-Apt-A  fol-Arh  'oo  bi  -Amuig  -aj^  in  ff-Aitce 
-A^uf  ni  fru-Aif  ceine  .Ain-Ain  o  tncc  -An  l3-Aite.  Ajtif  -Af  oipcef 
c-Ainic  inne-Acti-A-O  o  "Oi-a  off-Afx\n  o  wac\\  fv-Aibe  "00  cfoc-Aife 
lonncxx  cene  -oo  tv\t)Aifc  t)o  -oeifcipx^t  "Oe  oif  CAinic  ceine  -oo 
nitri  off-Af-An  -oo  toifcc  i.acc  iiite  ecif  t)Aile  x^5Uf  cxMften  lontuif 
50  ffuit  ofoin  in>A  f.AfA\cti  m-Att-Aigci  nri-Af  aza  fccpiobt^  on 
f Alt)  :  — ''  Citnc-Acef  eofum  -oefcfufci  '*  {h)  .1.  xufCAoilceAft 
cAtf-Acti-A   n-A   n'o.Aoine   miocfiocAifecti.  * 

C.  35.  t-A  ete  *oo  t)i  "Oect-An  in-A  •ouchxMs  fein  >c\5  ftnb-At 
Sleibe  Cu*\  If  WA  "Oeifib.  Agtif  -oo  b-AC-Aije'oti  -Ae-ACti  6  -a-dI^-aii 
eiccin,  lonniif  n^f  bei-oif  le  fiub^l  *oo  *6en-Amti.  Aguf  X)o 
conn^ifc  'OeclxMi  A\.xr\A  fiA-oti  -acc  fiub-Al  -An  cfleit)e  t)o  tAoX> 
■oe.  As^V  ^  x)tibAifT:  le  ne,Acti  •oa  rhuinncif :  ''eifig  xxguf 
CAb-Aif  cucc-Atn  fixxt)  •Qit)  fucc  fom  cAfpAC  in  lonAT)  rheicli  ^gtif 
beif  -An  tif.Aig'oe.AC  fo  lee  -Af  -a  cenx)."  Aguf  "oo  imcig  -An 
'oeifciop-Al  -Agtif  nif  ciiif  fin  -a  cconnc-Ab-Aifc  no  50  fAinic  aw 
f i-A-O-Acti,  -A^uf  "OO  -An-Acc-Af  go  mm  cen*of-A  fif ,  -Agiif  T)o  %\,ac 
An  fi-At)  'DO  b-A  mo  Aguf  f ef  coftn-Aile  beit  l-Ai-oif  x)ib.  Aguf 
cucc  leif  tie,  -A^uf  T)o  cuif  fon  c.A|Ap-AC  x^guf  "oo  iom6xMf  .An 
fiAt)  50  cennfxx  l^iTHf  e-Afpoc  "Oecl-Ain  no  50  fAinic  fe  TTI-as 
peirhin.      Aguf  -oo  $-Abti  cecti  le^pt^  -Ann  fin  -Aguf  X)0  leicc  -An 

f l-A-6    X^A-OA,    -A5tJf    -ATmb-AlfC    fif   A   Den-Attl    -Afh-All    f-A   gn-AC    leif. 

Asuf  le  bf eitif  -An  fif eoin  -00  lompo  -An  fi-At)  iffi-At)n-Aife  CAicti 


(6)  Psalm  ix,  7. 
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named.  When  he  (Declan)  had  completed  that  place  he  came  to 
his  own  territor}-  again,  i.e.  to  the  Decies. 

On  a  certain  day  Declan  came  to  a  place  called  Ait-Breasail 
and  the  dwellers  therein  would  not  allow  him  to  enter  their  village  ; 
moreover  they  hid  all  their  boats  so  that  he  could  not  go  into  his 
own  island,  for  they  hated  him  very  much.'^  In  consideration 
however  of  the  sanctitj^  of  his  servant,  who  prayed  in  patience, 
God  the  All-Powerful  turned  the  sea  into  dry  land  as  you  have 
already  heard.  Declan  passed  the  night  in  an  empty  stable  out 
in  the  plain  and  the  people  of  the  village  did  not  give  him  even  a 
fire.  Whereupon,  appropriately  the  anger  of  God  fell  on  them, 
who  had  not  compassion  enough  to  supply  the  disciple  of  God 
with  a  fire.  There  came  fire  from  heaven  on  them  to  consume 
them  all  [together  with  their]  homestead  and  village,  so  that  the 
place  has  been  ever  since  a  wilderness  accursed,  as  the  prophet 
writes:  "civitates  eorum  destruxisti,"  i.e,  the  dwellings  of  the 
unmerciful  are  laid  waste. 

On  yet  another  occasion  Declan  was  in  his  own  region — • 
travelling  over  Slieve  Gua  in  the  Decies,  when  his  horse  from  some 
cause  got  lame  so  that  he  could  proceed  no  further.  Declan 
however,  seeing  a  herd  of  deer  roaming  the  mountain  close  to  him, 
said  to  one  of  his  people  :  "Go,  and  bring  me  for  my  chariot  one 
of  these  deer  to  replace  my  horse  and  take  with  you  this  halter 
for  him."  Without  any  misgiving  the  disciple  went  on  till  he 
reached  the  deer  which  waited  quietly  for  him.  He  chose  the 
animal  which  was  largest  and  therefore  strongest,  and,  bringing  him 
back,  yoked  him  to  the  chariot. ^^  The  deer  thereupon  obediently 
and  without  effort  carried  Bishop  Declan  till  he  came  to 
Magh  Femhin,  where,  when  he  reached  a  house  of  entertainment, 
the  saint  unloosed  the  stag  and  bade  him  to  go  free  as  was  his 
nature.     Accordingly,  at  t!»e  command  of  the  saintly  man  and  in 
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uile  fin  ftistiiT)  ce-onA  c*^t^  a  xMf .  Aguf  ^n  nex^cli  a  x)uX)\iA.mA\< 
cucc  An  pAt)  cum  'OeclAin  ife  y^A  tixMnm  -oo  'Oo|\mAnAch  -Aguf 
*oo  t)enniii5  "OecUMi  lie  ^xsuf  cucc  fep-Ann  -oo  if  in  f^nn  cuxm*d 
•oo  n^  T)eif It)  tecti  le  lieos^n^cc  ^gtif  mxMfiX)  a  ftiocc  guf  Aniti 
ifin  lonAT)  fin. 

C.  36.  Ia  ele  -oo  \)ao}  'Oecl*3kn  -A5  fiub-Al  ^s^f  cui-oeccAN 
mof  iTixMlte  fif  tn-Af  f^^  ^n^t  leif,  ^gtif  "oo  tuic  ne^cti  "oitt  if  in 
fUSiX)  x^5tlf  *oo  bfife-oti  a  tufccxx  -Af  *o6  xx^uf  -oo  conn^Mfc 
X)eclAn  fin  x\5iif  "oo  -^aX)  cf oc*Mfe  "oo  e  *i5iif  x\*otil)Afc  te  necti 
ele  -An  cof  -oo  cen^^l  gtin^cti  f^gx^X)  fe  t>^\f  6  fome-o  a  cinnif 
A^uy  ^ceilccin  fot^.  A^iif  A\'oiit)f-Ai:cx\f  tiile  n^f  f?ecc^ccx^f 
Cfe  iix^tm-Aifecc  nA  cneme.  Aguf  "oo  bi  necli  ele  "oon 
ciii-oecc^in  -oif  b^Mnm  *0^liu\'oti  ^iguf  -oo  cuaMT)  50  •o^nA  t-Ai-oif 
•oo  ciitn  nA  cneit)e  A^5Uf  A^oub^Mf c  "  1n  Ainm  Cf lOfc  A^uy 
tDeclAin  A\y  bp^cf tun  bMi"©  meifi  nn  Ua\^  A5  in  ccoif  fo  "  xxguf 
-Af  -o^bocc  A-oubxMfc  fm:  gi-oet)  "oo  cengAil  50  mA^t  An  cof 
>A5Uf  "00  bennxMg  50  m^Mcti  1  in  Amm  T)e  "j  "OeclAin  bi  fi*\t)nuife 
CA^c  A^5Uf  fA  feff  f^x  cac  -oo  bi  p  An  tiAtf  fin  fein.  Agiif 
-Accionn  CAtriAill  bicc  -oo  cnefAig  An  cnet>  Aguf  -oo  bi  flA^n. 
A^Uf  cticcACAf  uile  molA-O  "oo  X)ix^,  ^S^f  ^  "oubAipc  "OeclAn  f e 
*OA^luA^X)b,  ""Oo  jellAif  50  tnbeiteAX  ic  lixMg  Ag  in  ccoif  fin  in 
xMnin  Cfiofc  ^5Uf  im  Ainmfi  -Aguf  cucc  T)ia  x)i  beicb  flAn  fif  nA 
bfMCfAib  fin.  A^uf  ai(k  An  Ar)X)A\\.  fin  bMix)  cufA  ic  iMigb 
•oeAfbtA,  -A^uf  biAit)  *oo  clAxn-o  A^uy  "oo  fiol  ic  *oixM5  50  bf Acb. 
A^uf  5ibe  •00  fxxotfo6A*o  leigef  in  AMntn  t)e  A^uy  itn  Aintnfi 
^cc  nA6  fAibe  fUAt  ^5-Aib  nA  f^inc  lotriA^fc^xch  im  lUACb  leigif 
•00  befA  X))A  ^5uf  tneifi  fUfCACc  "oo."  Asuf  -oo  coirhlionAX) 
bpiACf A  'Oecl-Ain^'oon  "Ofuins  fin. 

C.  37.  X.A  ele  -OO  bi  'OeclAn  a-^  fiubAl  ipn  |\Ann  cuai-o 
iTTIuig  peirhin  lAkirh  le  Siuf,  xxguf  za\\Ia  -ooib  "ouine  a^a  fAibe 
lenxxb  becc  sa  bfeit  *oia  bAifce-ob  -djuf  a  -oubAifxc  'OeclAn  f e 
nA  muinncif  :  ''AnAi"6  Ann  fO  50  mbAifccine'6  An  nAoiTbe  ucc,"  (c) 

(c)  Recte,  50  mbAifccim  &c.  The  original  had  Ann  Annfo  50  mbAifccim 
AnnAoi-oe  uuc  but  the  scribe's  eye  went  back  to  the  first  Ann  and,  instead  of 
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the  presence  of  all,  the  stag  returned  on  the  same  road  back  (to 
the  mountain).  Dormanach  is  the  name  of  the  man  aforesaid 
who  brought  the  stag  to  Dcclan  and  him  Declan  blessed  and  gave 
him  a  piece  of  land  on  the  north  of  Decies  close  by  the 
Eoghanacht  and  his  posterity  live  till  now  in  that  place.^^ 

On  another  occasion,  Declan,  accompanied,  as  usual,  by  a 
large  following,  was  travelling,  when  one  member  of  the  party 
fell  on  the  road  and  broke  his  shin  bone  in  twain.  Declan  saw  the 
accident  and,  pitying  the  injured  man,  he  directed  an  individual 
of  the  company  to  bandage  the  broken  limb  so  that  the  sufferer 
might  not  die  through  excess  of  pain  and  loss  of  blood.  All  replied 
that  they  could  not  endure  to  dress  the  wound  owing  to  their 
horror  thereof.  But  there  was  one  of  the  compan}-,  Daluadh  by 
name,  who  faced  the  wound  boldly  and  confidently  and  said:  "In 
the  name  of  Christ  and  of  Declan  our  patron  I  shall  be  surgeon 
to  this  foot"  ;  and  he  said  that  jestingly.  Nevertheless  he  band- 
aged the  foot  carefully  and  blessed  it  aright  in  the  name  of  God 
and  Declan,  and  in  a  little  while  the  wound  healed  and  they  all 
gave  praise  to  God.  Then  Declan  said  to  Daluadh :  ' '  You  promised 
to  be  surgeon  to  that  foot  in  Christ's  name  and  in  mine  and  God 
has  vouchsafed  to  heal  it  at  these  words  :  on  this  account  you 
will  be  a  true  ph\^sician  for  ever  and  3^our  children  and  your  seed 
after  you  for  ever  shall  also  possess  the  healing  art,  and  whom- 
soever they  shall  practise  healing  upon  in  God's  name  and  minci 
provided  there  be  no  hatred  [in  their  hearts]  nor  too  great  cov- 
et ousness  of  a  physician's  fee  to  him,  God  and  myself  shall 
send  relief."  This  promise  of  Declan  has  been  fulfilled  in  the 
case  of  that  family. 

On  another  occasion,  as  Declan  was  travelling  in  the  northern 
part  of  Magh  Femhin  beside  the  Suir,  he  met  there  a  man  who 
was  carrying  a  little  infant  to  get  it  baptised.^^  Declan  said 
to   the   people    [his   muinntear,    or    following]  :   "Wait   here   till 

writing  the  letters  preceding  the  second   Ann,    he   wrote    what   preceded  the 

first. 
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6i|\  -00  poitlf  i5e"6  -oo  on  SpitAxxc  11x\orh  5tJ|\  Ab  "oo  •oo  (d)  *0m  -do 
froisen^-o  fe.  Aguf  A*oubxM|\c  An  coccIacIi  |Aif  tixxcti  p^ibe 
f  oi-Ocec  no  f x3klx\nn  xMCce  cum  ^n  bAif cte.  Aguf -A'out)xM|\c'OectAn, 
''AcAfoi'ocec  pxMt\fin5  -AStnnn  An  cSiiJi|\-A5UfT)o  be|AA  *Oix\  f -Atx^nn 
"ouinn  cum  nA  n^men  fo  oifA  b^-o  n^emt^  miofvbtiilec  e."  Asup 
•oo  toccAib  T)ecl-An  t-An  a  'ouipn  "ouii^  nA  zAtmAn  xxguf  "oo  j^inne 
iifin-Aij;e  mA  inncinn  cum  "Oe  xiguf  x)o  corhAiAtAigti  o  corhAfCA 
nA  choice  cefCA  bi.  Aguf  -oo  i^onA-O  fAtx^n-o  cipim  ge^t  "oi 
xxguf  cuccACCx3k|\  c-Acb  uite  A5A  frAiccpn  pn  motAX)  Asuf  on6i|\ 
X)o  "biA  Aguf  -oo  T)ectAn.  Aguf  -oo  bAfccex)  An  nAoi-Oe 
Ainnfein  Aguf  cucca*6  CiA|\An  "OAinm  ^Aip.  Aguf  a  X)ubAit\c 
T)ectAn  :  "Oili-o  50  ppiocnAm  (e)  An  mAC  fpio|\ACAtCA  fo  ACCAmf  a^ 
Aguf  cui|\i-6  -oo  -oenArh  tei^inn  ni  Aoif  lomcubAit)  e,  cum  'ounie 
ct^Aib-^ij  A-^A  mbiA  An  C|Aei-Dem  50  mAit  6i|\  but)  folAf 
•oeAtjiAisceAC  An  pofCA  ifm  ecclAif  e."  A^uf  -oob  1  An  nAoi-oe 
fin  CiApAn  mAC  GACtiAC  -oo  cutfTOAig  iA|A  ^rpoipbtiugAt)  X)6 
mAmifcif  ono|AAch  Af  a  n-oeActiAi-o  |:ein  cum  nimbe  A^uf  mAiT> 
ele  mAilte  ^ |via  ;  Aguf  -oo  f\inne  mopAn  -oo  rhiotAbuilib  Aguf  T)0 
comA|\CAib  nAorhCAccA.  Aswf  T^  ^t^  Amm  -oon  mAinifcifi  fin — 
Uipfuc,  Aguf  If  Ann  aj:a  fi  ifm  leicb  tiAf  -oonA  T)eifib  in  tlib 
I^Aicbi-o  eccAf  SliAb  Cfoc  Aguf  SliAb  Cua  Aguf  if  -oeAfpuc- 
comecbc  T)ectAin  bi. 

C.  38.  t<^  ele  CAinic  beAn  "oo  rhAinifcif  "OeclAin  A5Uf  ni 
fAt)A  on  CAtAifi  iriAf  Ambio-o  a  comnui-oe.  A^uf  -oo  t^inne 
SA'OAijecc  An  tA  fin  ifin  niAinifcif  mAf  *oo  finne  50  minic 
feme,  Aguf  ife  ni  -oo  501*0  fi  .1.  bAbetlum,  Aguf  -oo  imcigb  on 
mbAite  Aguf  fin  le  Aguf  CAflA  uiff e  luce  flicce-6  moif e  Aguf 
•GO  fluicc  An  CAtAfh  inA  fiA"6nAife  bi  Aguf  'oo  ceitcc  fi  An 
CAbettum  Af  a  bucc,  Aguf  *oo  f  onA"6  ctoc  "oe  50  luAt  Aguf  -oo 
coccbACCAf  luce  nA  flicce-D  An  clocb  Aguf  puccACCAf  teo  bi 
Cum  "OeclAn  Aguf  •00  conAifCC  'OeclAn  fein  50  fpiofACAlcA 
5Acb  ni  -OA  n'oeAfnAX)  Ann  fin  Af  in  mnAoi  fin  in  inneAcbAt)  nA 

{d)  Thus  the  MS. — i.e.  dittography.  [e]  Probably  f|iiocnAinAc. 
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I  baptise  yonder  child,"  for  it  was  revealed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
him  that  he  [the  babe]  should  serve  God.  The  attendant  replied 
to  him  that  they  had  neither  a  vessel  nor  salt  for  the  baptism. 
Declan  said  :  "We  have  a  wide  vessel,  the  Suir,  and  God  will  send 
us  salt,  for  this  child  is  destined  to  become  holy  and  wonderful 
[in  his  works]."  Thereupon  Declan  took  up  a  fistful  of  earth  and, 
making  prayer  in  his  heart  to  God,  he  signed  the  clay  with  the 
sign  of  the  cross  of  redemption.  It  (the  handful  of  earth)  became 
white,  dry  salt,  and  all,  on  seeing  it,  gave  thanks  and  honour  to 
God  and  Declan.  The  infant  was  baptised  there  and  the  name 
of  Ciaran  given  him.  Declan  said  :  "Bring  up  my  spiritual  son 
carefully  and  send  him,  at  a  fitting  age,  for  education  to  a  holy 
man  who  is  well  instructed  in  the  faith  for  he  will  become  a  shining 
bright  pillar  in  the  Church."  And  it  was  this  child,  Ciaran  Mac 
Eochaidh,  who  founded  in  after  years  a  famous  monastery  (from 
which  he  migrated  to  'heaven)  and  another  place  (monastery) 
besides.  He  worked  many  miracles  and  holy  signs  and  this  is  the 
name  of  his  monastery  Tiprut^^  and  this  is  where  it  is  : — in  the 
western  part  of  the  Decies  in  Ui  Faithe  between  Slieve  Grot  and 
Slieve  Cua^"*  and  it  is  within  the  bishopric  of  Declan. 

On  another  day  there  came  a  woman  to  Declan 's  monastery 
not  far  from  the  city  where  she  dwelt.  She  committed  a  theft 
that  day  in  Declan 's  monastery  as  she  had  often  done  previously, 
and  this  is  the  thing  she  stole — a  hahellum  ;  she  departed  home- 
wards taking  it  with  her  and  there  met  her  a  group  of  people  on 
the  highway,  and  the  earth,  in  their  presence,  swallowed  her  up, 
and  cast  out  the  tabellum  from  its  bosom  and  it  was  quickly  turned 
into  a  stone  which  the  wayfarers  took  and  brought  with  them  to 
Declan.  Declan  himself  had  in  supernatural  vision  seen  all  that 
happened  to  the  woman  in  punishment  of  her  theft,  and  the  name 
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5AT)xM5eccA  -AStif  ^r  ^op  -oo  me^-oxMse-AT)  xMtim  tDeclAin  onx\ 
iniof\t)tiitit)  fin  xiguf  -oo  s^X)  ecclA  c^c  mle  iriA  fiA-otixMfe  -A^tif 
t)on  cAoib  ximui5  -oe.  Agtif  m^p^i*6  fof  An  ctocti  fin  itAfeiUc 
T)ect^in  mA  bxMle  fein  in  Afomofv  'Oecl-Ain  -Aguf  tii  Afv  nA 
f iii"6iucc-At)  in  lonAT)  -Afo  innce  A\ccuirhniucc-A'6  n^  miof buiti  fin. 

C.  39.  T)tiine  fxM-obif  x>a\k  tJAinm  pionnc^n  -oo  bi  s^n 
ctoinn  A^■^e  "o^Aig  b^  iMimpicc  Aben  xMmfet\  mof  -oo  bliA"6n^ib, 
xJkgtif  CxMnic  pein  x^5Uf  Aben  cum  X)eclAm,  xNgwf  -00  $eAllfx\c 
-Altnfx\nA  lonro^  -oo,  ^guf  gnxitticcliA'o  -oesti  oibpe^c,  xxguf 
eifiurh  -DO  stn-oe  a\ka  fon  cinn  cloinne  "Of^s^il  X)oib  oif  •oob^\ 
-oeirhin  leof^m  acz  50  nsui'oe'O  'Oecl^n  -Af\A  fon  50  cc1Ubt\x^'6 
T)iA  ct^nn  -ooib.  A^uf  AT)ubxM|\c  'Oect-An  x\n  fin  x\f  ngtntie  *Oe 
xi^wf  A\\,  mbennx^cl^x^'o  n^x  *oeifi  fin:  ''UiAigxMt)  x)^  bA|\  ccigti  x^guf 
*oo  sebc^AOi  ct^nn  otiox)lA\c^*o  *Oe."  Aguf  *oo  imjecc-Af  -An 
lAn*MrixMn  fin  m^ille  le  s^ifoectiuf  mof  >An  bennxMgtite,  x^guf 
je-AtlCA  x\|\  ctoinn  *o*\  CC15I1  fof  cctilxMb  ^guf  -AnoitDce  mA 
'o^A^^s  fin  "oo  co-o-Ait  pionnc^n  a  bf ocai|\  AmuA  xxguf  "oo  g^bb  f  1 
coiffcef  6uice  -Aguf  fucc  "oi^f  tn^c  .1.  ):ix\cb>A  x^guf  Ao*6,  x^5Uf 
•00  X)AZZA\y  fi-AT),  in-Aille  le  nA  cctoinn  xiguf  te  n^  fliocc,  fo 
ciof  *x5tif  f  o  m^ncine  "00  'Oi*^  -Agtif  "oo  *OeclAn. 

C.  40.  Af  n^^  pof  -oo  neocb  nAomtA  .1.  -oAitbe  1rr»li$ 
ItibxMf  •OA^|^•oex^fpoc  TTIt1n1x^n  50  f^ib-ACC-Af  -a  t^ite  •oei^ioncA  a 
bf occuf  •00,  xi-oubAif c  tenA  "oeif cioplAib  :  '*A  bp-Aitfe  jf-A^O-ACA 
ife  "OO  bAit  tnrif^  mo  comp^nx^cb  fo^f^-O^xcb  -ofioffuccbAT)  ni 
-Af  c-AOfccA  mA  x)0  5eb  b<Af  .1.  T)ectAn."  In^  *oixM$  fin  •00 
gluAif  Aitbe  cum  a  fligex)  A^uf  CxMnic  -Aingel  X)e  cum  'Oect^in 
x\5Uf  *oo  innif  -oo  Ailbe  -oo  belt  >Af  flipx)  x)a  lonnfxMge.  Aguf 
•00  frufxMt  *OeclAn  tA  bfieitif  Ar\  ^Mnsit  a\k  nA  -oeifcioplAib  Ar\ 
cegb  'oultmu5A-6  ipA  corh^if  Ailbe.  Aguf  *oo  cuait)  in-o  Ai|AtACif 
Aitbe  5Uf  >An  lon-At)  fe  n^bA|AC*\f  tDfuim  tuccf-Ait)!!.  Aguf 
ZAr\-^AZZA\y  te  ceite  "oon  b^ite  x\5Uf  "oo  b*3kf  50  foonof-ACb  fif 
AS  "Oect-An,  -Aguf  a^a  poput  ^guf  -oo  bi  Aitbe  in^  f  oc-Aif  ceitf  e  t-A 
•oes  in  onoif  ^guf  in  5-Aifoe-ACbuf .    Aguf  wa  '6^A\^  fin  "oo  lompo 


LIFE   OF  ST.   DECLAN.  61 

of  Declan  was  magnified  owing  to  those  marvels  so  that  fear  took 
possession  of  all — those  present  and  those  absent.  The  stone  in 
question  remains  still  in  Declan 's  graveyard  in  his  own  town  of 
Ardmore-Declain,  where  it  stands  on  an  elevated  place  in  memory 
of  this  miracle.. 

A  rich  man  named  Fintan  was  childless,  for  his  wife  was 
barren  for  many  years.  He  himself,  with  his  wife,  visited 
Declan  and  promised  large  alms  and  performance  of  good  works 
provided  he  (Declan)  would  pray  that  they  might  have  children  ; 
they  held  it  as  certain  that  if  Declan  but  prayed  for  them  God 
would  grant  them  children.  Declan  therefore,  praying  to  God  and 
blessing  the  pair,  said :  "Proceed  to  your  home  and  through  God's 
bounty  you  shall  have  offspring."  The  couple  returned  home,  with 
great  joy  for  the  blessing  and  for  the  promise  of  the  offspring. 
The  following  night,  Fintan  lay  with  his  wife  and  she  conceived 
and  brought  forth  twin  sons,  scil.  :  Fiacha  and  Aodh,  who, 
together  with  their  children  and  descendants  were  under  tribute 
and  service  to  God  and  Declan. 

When  it  was  made  known  to  a  certain  holy  man,  sell.  : — • 
Ailbe  of  Emly  lubar,  chief  bishop  of  Munster,  that  his  last  days 
had  come,  he  said  to  his  disciples:  "Beloved  brethren,  I  wish, 
before  I  die,  to  visit  my  very  dear  fellow  worker,  scil.  : — Declan." 
After  this  Ailbe  set  out  on  the  journey  and  an  angel  of  God  came 
to  Declan  notifying  him  that  Ailbe  was  on  his  way  to  visit  him. 
On  the  angel's  notification  Declan  ordered  his  disciples  to  prepare 
the  house  for  Ailbe's  coming.  He  himself  went  to  meet  Ailbe 
as  far  as  the  place  which  is  called  Druim  Luctraidh.^^  Thence 
they  came  home  together  and  Ailbe,  treated  with  great  honour 
by  Declan  and  his  people,  stayed  fourteen  pleasant  days.     After 
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/(Xguf  cxMtiic  "Oect^n  -Aguf  -oioine  iotn*o^  lAif  50  'Opuim 
lticc-At^-A-6  -00  tio-ot-ACAt)  Aitbe.  Aguf  *oo  fat^xMl  Aitbe  x\t^ 
t)ect4n  lompo-o  x)a  c-Acp-Ai^  jrein  *^5Uf  -oo  bi  a  fiof  .A5  Ati  -oi-Af 
fin  rixich  fxMcpiccif  a  cele  50  \D\\At  Afif  a.\|\  An  f AOgAt  f o.  A^uf 
^5  •oeUicctix^T)  te  cete  -ooit)  "oo  teil5eT:c*\|\  -oepA  cpeutrooil^e 
-Aguf  "OO  cen5tAUCA|\  p^i|\c  Agtif  cutriAtin  eccAf\  luce  AmonAX) 
mA  tToixMg  50  \)\\At.  Aguf  -oo  t)enn.Ai$  Aitbe  CAtAM(i  'Oect-Ain 
^\5Uf  aJl  clMf,  x^suf  x^  poput  x^5Uf  -oo  |\inne  T)eclAn  mx\|\  fin 
*o6f^n.  Aguf  cticcACCAf  pocc-A  aX  ccomx^fCA  5fx\'6A  ^S^f  fio'O-A 
T)v\  ceile  xi^uf  c-Aini5  g^cli  ne^c  x^cx^  x)A  t-ACfAig  fein  lAffin. 

C.  41.  \.A  n^en  "oo  5-At!)  ceine  cxMflen  figli  nxx  nT)eifi  .1. 
C1nx^e•6,  -Aguf  -oo  t-Af  50  -oAfx-xcc^cli.  Aguf  cAflx^  50  f^ibe 
T)ectAn  A^  "oot  "oionnf-Aigtie  An  c^iflein  te  gnouigib  eiccin, 
A^ay  fob  otc  teif  ni^\f  *oo  conn^ifc  An  c*Mften  x\f  tx^fx^'0  ^swf 
t:ucc  tlfCA^f  *oon  bAtA^ll  A'oubfAtTi-Af  teif  >Af  cfxM^ei!)  An  irrnif 
•oionnf-Aije  >An  ^AMftein  x^guf  *oo  cu^Mt)  fi  on^  f ccMCxxnxMt) -oia-Ox^ 
A\\  fotwxMti^in  ifin  x^ef  50  f^inicc  me-oon  nA  t^ff-Acb  a^u\'  *oo 
mucti  50  bop^nn  An  txXfAif  tiAite  fein  -oo  sf^fxMb  X)e,  -Agtif  cfe 
miofbintib  n^  b^ct^e  x^^uf  'Oect^in  >a5  x\  fxMbtie  fi.  Aguf  'oob 
f^-Ox^  An  mite  on  ionA*6  >Afx\f  CA^t  tDect^n  An  X)a6aII  guf  ^n 
ccxMften  A^uf  ^r  bfxMCfin  nA  miofbtnti  fin  *oon  fig  .1.  -oo  CmAex) 
^xgiif  -oo  CACb  tnte  fob  longn-A-o  teo  he.  Agtif  cucc-Acc^f 
btii'oectiuf  *oo  'Oix\  x^giif  *oo  'OectxJin  -Af  n^^  -Aichne  •001b  guf  ^b  e 
*oo  finne  fin.  Aguf  ni  i^ax)a  on  cSiuif  -An  cionxx*o  inA  bftnt  -An 
cxMften  fin  .1.  -oon  zAot)  tex^f  '61.  Aguf  if  x^nn  aza  An  cionAt) 
x\f>Af  cAit  *OeclAn  -Abx\c-Att  t-Airh  fif  -An  At  aza  -Af  -An  Siuif,  no 
ffticb  s^^^r  ^^^^  t^T  ^^  mxMnifcif  •00  finne-ACC-Af  n^  ho^A 
nAomtA  m^BAnA  fi$  n-A  nT)eifi,  .1.  Cin-AO-o,  ,a  nonoif  -oo  'Oi.a  -o^f 
^b  -Ainin  VOa-oIaca  -Agiif  aza  c-Af  n  ctocti  -Aguf  Cf of  -Annf-An  wnAX) 
fin  -oo  ctiimnitJ5ti-A*o  nA  miofbuite  fin. 

C.  42.  Af Aite  Aimfef  uxMnic  cobtJ^c  e-ACCfx\nn  "oionnf-Ai^e 
c-AtfAc  T)ect^in  xxguf  x^fe  *oobA  fun  -ooib  -An  \)A^le  x>o  ixwtleAT) 
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that  the  aged  saint  returned  home  again  to  his  own  city,  scil.  : — 
to  Emly  lubar.  Declan  came  and  many  of  his  people,  escorting 
Ailbe,  to  Druim  Luchtradh,  and  Ailbe  bade  him  return  to  his 
own  city.  The  two  knew  they  should  not  see  one  another  in 
this  world  ever  again.  In  taking  leave  of  one  another,  therefore, 
they  shed  plentiful  tears  of  sorrow  and  they  instituted  an  ever- 
lasting compact  and  league  between  their  successors  in  that  place. 
Ailbe  moreover  blessed  the  city  of  Declan,  his  clergy  and  people 
and  Declan  did  the  same  for  Ailbe  and  they  kissed  one  another 
in  token  of  love  and  peace  and  each  returned  to  his  own  city. 

On  a  certain  day  the  Castle  of  Cinaedh,  King  of  the  Deisi,  took 
lire  and  it  burned  violently.  It  happened  however  that  Declan 
was  proceeding  towards  the  castle  on  some  business  and  he  was 
grieved  to  see  it  burning ;  he  flung  towards  it  the  staff  to  which  we 
have  referred  in  connection  with  the  drying  up  of  the  sea,  audit  (the 
staff)  flew  hovering  in  the  air  with  heavenly  wings  till  it  reached 
the  midst  of  the  flame  and  the  fire  was  immediately  extinguished 
of  its  own  accord  through  the  grace  of  God  and  virtue  of  the  staff 
and  of  Declan  to  whom  it  belonged.  The  place  from  which  Declan 
cast  the  staff  was  a  long  mile  distant  from  the  castle  ^^  and  when 
the  king,  i.e.  Cinaedh,  and  all  the  others  witnessed  this  miracle 
they  were  filled  with  amazement  and  gave  thanks  to  God  and 
to  Declan  when  they  came  to  know  that  it  was  he  who  wrought 
it.  Now  the  place  where  the  castle  stands  is  not  far  from  the 
Suir,  i.e.  on  the  south  side  of  it  and  the  place  from  which  Declan 
cast  the  staff  is  beside  a  ford  which  is  in  the  Suir  or  a  stream 
which  flows  beside  the  monastery  called  Mag  Laca*^  which  the 
holy  virgins,  daughters  of  the  king  of  Decies,  have  built  in  honour 
of  God.  There  is  a  pile  of  stones  and  a  cross  in  the  place  to 
commemorate  this  miracle.^^ 

On  another  occasion  there  approached  a  foreign  fleet  towards 
Declan 's  city  and  this  was  their  design — to  destroy  and  to  plunder 
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xxstif  -DO  cfex^cAT)  ezzA^y  x).\oinm  A^uy  cectAtiib  oip  -oobA  •ox\oine 
-DO  bi  inx\cchxMT)  ^n  cpei-oirh  uacc.      Astif  c^n^xxuc^fx  mop^n  -oo 
twee  xMi  b^ile  le  -oeibit)  (/)  tn6i|\  -oS  innpn  -oo  *6ecl^Ti  ^n  coblx\ch 
r^n  -oo  belt  a^  cecc  -DionnpAt)  ^n  b^ile  xx^wf  -g^  p^-o  |:tj|\cx\cu 
"Oe  -oixxtAt^Aix)  in  x^nx^sti^it).     T)o  bi  x\  fiof  x^s  'Oecl^n  x\n  nech 
'oobxx  t1x^orhtx^  cotixMse  -o^  -oeifciplAib  pein  -Aguf  cx^t^  x^ccxMis^mxiti 
cu^r    -I-   ^t,c<\n,    xisuf   -DO  frup.Ml  -Aip  5ui-6e  T)e  -oo  -oetixMii  in 
-ACcUxMt)  in  coblAi^b.     Asufoo  ^Ab  ct\ocAit\e  tllCAn  -oon  popxit 
CjAiorcxMse  A^ur  -oo  cuxMt)  Ulc^n  50  lu^cli  te  bt^eicip  T)ecUin 
in  x\cch^i'o  in  Cobttns  x^suf  -oo  co^xMb  a  lAMfr\h  cti  m^  n^ccrixM-o. 
Astir  A\^  in  lAtxMp  fin  *oo  f^«i5  ^n  f^it^rse  Uzz  mA\^  f^c-Aib  Un 
-oo   tUxMse.       Aguf  "OO  cionncoi-oe-oti  nx^  m-AipnexxlxMg  -oeif   a 
tnb^icce  tii   ccloCxMb  m6\[A.        Agiif  ni  ^fAX^A   ArwACh  o  ci|t  ^n 
cion-AT)  mA  bpuitic  itnbel  -An   cu-Ain    -Aguf   x\f   ^otttif   m*o   ipn 
bpxMfpse  50  \}A\yx)  6  fin  ^tnJAf  x\5iif  gxxc  tnle  C|\iorcxM5e   -00 
connxMpc   pn    "oo   5x\b    s^itA-oecxXf   -Agtif   ltix\t5xMt\e   ix\"o,    xxguf 
zuccAZA\y   molAi)   -Agur   stoip   -oo   *6)a  a^u]'  *oo   'Oeclx^n    -ox^ 
bpx\cpun   r^n^    "o^   cc-Ainic  n^  iniotAbtnle  fin  -oo   -benx^rh   xxguf 
mo|\^n  -oo  rhio|\biiilib  ete  mxMlte  ft^iu.       xXsuf  -oo  bi  impefAin 
ezA\^   VilZAn    -Astif  t)eclAn    f^n    miojAbAil   fin    6if   if   a  teicli 
'OectxMn  -oo  cuifexxt)  tllc^n  1x^'o,  A^uy  if  x^f  "Ulux^n  -oo  cuifexxt) 
T)eclx\n  ix\-o.     Agiif  aza  mx\f  fenfocx^t  x\|a  ctnmne  in  Gfinn  An 
CAn  •oocltnnic  pefMx^cxMt  no  5tix\fx\cc  con  x\b|\xMcc  fix^cc: — ''t^tti 
cle  tllc^in  ic  A^A^tf."     A^tif  -oo  bi  WlzAn  in-OMis  ^^^V  "OeclxMn 
mA  AbX)  miofbtnlecb  a\\.  mofxxn  *oo  rhx^ncxMb  nx\omtx^  ete. 

C.  43.  'Oo  Cmp  -An  cxMi^-oefpoc  nx^otficx^  5t6fmx^|i  .1. 
Px\cf  xMcc  neAcli  X)a  -oeif  cioptxMb  f  em  cum  *OectxMn  te  ctlrflx^ccxMt► 
xJisuf  te  tixMtne  x^n  xMfoefptnc.  Aguf  x\f  n-oot  -oo  ipn  |\x\nn 
cex^f  T)onA  *Oeifib  -oo  bx^'oex)  in  xJibxMnn  xxinnfein  tie  'Ox\  mite  6 
cxiCtixMf  'OectxMn.  Aguf  a\\  nx\  ctof  fin  -oo  T)ectx\n  fob  otc  teif 
x^suf  x\*oiibxMfc: — ''5<5  "oeimin  xjkf  otc  tim  *oeifcipx\t  "Oe  x^guf 
Px\cfxMCC  *oo  ctJif  -oom  lonnfxMge  e  (^bxxnn  im  -ouctixMs  fein  x)a 
bx3ktx^*o)  -oeif  6f ex^nn  -oo  fiubx^t  •06  xxguf  5x\bxM'6  mo  Cx^fpxxc  xtAm 

(/)  Thus  in  text  but  it  ought  be,  x>eAbAi'6. 
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it  of  persons  and  of  cattle,  because  they  (the  foreigners)  were 
people  hostile  to  the  faith.  Many  members  of  the  community 
ran  with  great  haste  to  tell  Declan  of  the  fleet  which  threatened 
the  town  and  to  request  him  to  beg  the  assistance  of  God  against 
the  invaders.  Declan  knew  the  man  amongst  his  own  disciples 
who  was  holiest  and  most  abounding  in  grace,  scil.,  Ultan,  already 
mentioned,  and  him  he  ordered  to  pray  to  God  against  the  fleet. 
Ultan  had  pity  on  the  Christian  people  and  he  went  instantly,  at 
the  command  of  Declan,  in  front  of  the  fleet  and  he  held  his 
left  hand  against  it,  and,  on  the  spot,  the  sea  swallowed  them 
like  sacks  full  of  lead,  and  the  drowned  sailors  were  changed  into 
large  rocks  which  stand  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  haven 
where  they  are  visible  (standing)  high  out  of  the  sea  from  that 
time  till  now.  All  Christians  who  witnessed  this  rejoiced  and  were 
glad  and  they  gave  great  praise  and  glory  to  God  and  to  Declan 
their  own  patron  who  caused  the  working  of  this  miracle  and  of 
many  other  miracles  besides.  Next  there  arose  a  contention 
between  Ultan  and  Declan  concerning  this  miracle,  for  Ultan 
attributed  it  to  Declan  and  Declan  credited  it  to  Ultan ;  and  it 
has  become  a  proverb  since  in  Ireland  when  people  hear  of  danger 
or  jeopardy  : — ^"The  left  hand  of  Ultan  against  you  (the  danger)." 
Ultan  became,  after  the  death  of  Declan,  a  miracle-working  abbot 
of  many  other  holy  monks.^ 

The  holy  and  glorious  archbishop,  i.e.  Patrick,  sent  one  of 
his  own  followers  to  Declan  with  power  and  authority  (delegation) 
from  the  archbishop.  And  proceeding  through  the  southern  part 
of  Decies  he  was  drowned  in  a  river ^°  there,  two  miles  from  the  city 
of  Declan.  When  Declan  heard  this  he  was  grieved  and  he  said : 
**  Indeed  it  grieves  me  that  a  servant  of  God  and  of  Patrick  who 
sent  him  to  visit  me,  having  travelled  all  over  Ireland,  should  be 
drowned  in  a  river  of  my  own  territory.    Get  my  chariot  for  me 

F 


€6  berUA  "oecclAin. 

50  lUAt  50  n-oectiAinn  -opec-Ain  a  t^}ye  lonntif  50  ccluinex> 
Px^Cfv^Mc  *oeitice  -Agtif  coi|Af  1  *oo  beit  ^\5Aim  ip^  X)Sy  -a  "oeif  cipAil." 
xNgUf  *oo  c6cct)x^•6  foirh  'Oecl-An  An  copp  ^5  "0^x01  nibti  ele  "00  bi 
-Accorh^occ^f  T)6,  Aguf  *oo  cuipet)  in  elecpom  e  -oS  X)\\e\t  cum 
Ci-Ap*Mn  -o-A  x\T)nxic^t  ^suf  c^t^t^  "oo  T)ecUMi  k\cc  ipn  fliccfo. 
A^uf  -00  pufVAiL  An  cojAp  "DO  ttipn-Atti  50  lA\\.  A^tif  •00  b-A  -001511 
teof-AtYi  5U|\  ^be  ^  op-o  m^pb  •00b  ^Ait  teif  "00  ^ka-oa.  A^uf  -oo 
cbu-Ait)  tn.A|A  A  \\A^be  An  ceaecpom  -A^uf  *oo  coccAib  An  b|\x^c  "OO 
bi  -A|\  ^ccti^MT)  -A^uf  -00  contiAMfic  ceimtigti  mignececti  1  m^p  bi*o 
-Aigte  nA  n-o^ome  bikiccep.  Aguf  "00  |\inne  iiiAnxMgce  Anx)  fin 
cum  X)e  A^uy  x>o  •ooific  "oep-A  x^^uf  ni  6u-aIa  enTnime  ni  "o-a 
tTOubvM|AC.  A^uf  A  *oubAif\c  in^  •oi«M5  fin  :—"^n  Ainm  ti-a 
rfinoroe,  in  -Ainm  -An  Acb^f  -A^uf  -ah  ITIeic  -vguf  -\n  SpiofA^ic 
tl-Aoim  -o^  momttntMmfe  cuing  cf Ab^M^b  eifigb  cuccAinn  oi|\  -oo 
^ific  'Oi>A  -oo  X)eAtA  -oAmf^."  Aguf  "oo  eifig  50  UiacIi  leif  An 
ngucti  fin  *.\5uf  "oo  bennAig  -00  *OecU\n  Aguf  -oo  ca6  uile.  Aguf 
^o  5-Ab  "Oect^n  e  m^iUe  te  liondif  A^uy  a  "deifcipuil.  Aguf 
x>o  bi  fe  x\nn  fin  5^11  belt  ftAn  (g)  acc  m^f  "Ouine  a\\  neifge  a 
heflAince  no  50  ccxMnic  fe  An  •0UM5  Acele  cum  flAince.  A^uf 
'OO  cIiuaMT)  le  "OecUMi  -Aguf  "oo  bi  xMmfCf  inA  focAif  -Aguf  -oo 
fAX"  5Aifoeclix\f  mof  1CCx^CAM|\  'OeclAin  -oon^  miofbuiUb  fui 
>A5U|\  -00  leclin-Aig  -a  xMnm  -Aguf  a  clu  fon^  cfiocAib  *.\ccoiccinne. 
Aguf  -oo  be  xMnm  -An  -oeifCipAit  fin  p>ACf aic,  tDAiUin.  Aguf  x)o 
lompo  cuicce  mAiUe  te  gAit^'oectiAf  mof  ^gtif  fo  innif  -oo 
t)ectAn  'oiA  xMtbeou5A*6  -Asuf  -00  innif  "oo  mof An  ele  nAfbe. 
xXguf  Af  ccloifcin  n-A  miofbuile  fin  -oo  pAZ\^A\cc  tii  fpiA-onAife 
m6f  An  T)o  "o-Aoinib  cucc  5f  Af  a  -Aguf  motA-o  -oo  *6iA  Aguf  -oo 
meA-OAis  Aiinm  T)eclAin. 

C.  44.    An  "oiAish  nA  miofbuile  nerhsnAtACA  fin  -oo  "OenAm 
•00  T)eclAn  -oob  aiI  lin-o  cf  10c  -oo  cup  Ap  a\^  comf  a"oa.     Aguf  ns 

(g)  tjtte  is  added  above  the  line. 
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that  I  may  go  in  haste  to  see  his  corpse,  so  that  Patrick  may  come 
to  hear  of  the  worry  and  the  grief  I  have  undergone  because  of  his 
disciple's  death. "   The  body  had  been  recovered  before  the  arrival  of 
Declan  by  others  who  were  close  at  hand  and  it  had  been  placed 
on  a  bier  to  be  carried  to  Ciaran^^  for  interment.     Declan  however 
met  them  on  the  way,  when  he  ordered  the  body  to  be  laid  down 
on  the  ground.     They  supposed  he  was  about  to  recite  the  Oiftce 
for  the  Dead.     He  (Declan)  advanced  to  the  place  where  the  bier 
was  and  lifted  the  sheet  covering  the  face.    It  (the  face)  looked  dark 
and  deformed  as  is^usual  in  the  case  of  the  drowned.    He  prayed 
to  God  and  shed  tears,  but  no  one  heard  aught  of  what  he  said. 
After  this  he  commanded  : — "In  the  name  of  the  Trinit}-,  in  the 
name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  whose 
religious  yoke  I  bear  myself,  arise  to  us  for  God  has  given  your 
life  to  me."     He  (the  dead  man)  rose  up  immediately  at  the  com- 
mand and  he  greeted  Declan  and  all  the  others.  Whereupon  Declan 
and  his  disciples  received  him  with  honour.     At  first  he  was  not 
completely  cured  but  (was)  like  one  convalescent  until  (complete) 
health  returned  to  him  by  degrees  again.    He  however  accompanied 
Declan  and  remained  some  time  with  him  and  there  was  much 
rejoicing  in   Declan 's   cit}^  on   account   of  the  miracle   and   his 
(Declan's)  name  and  fame  extended  over  the  country  generally. 
This  disciple  of  Patrick  was  named  Ballin  ;  he  returned  with  great 
joy  and  he  told  him  (Patrick)  that  Declan  had  raised  him  from 
the  dead.     To  many  others  likewise  he  related  what  had  happened 
to  him.     Patrick,  in  presence  of  many  persons,  hearing  of  the 
miracle  gave  glory  and  thanks  to  God  and  the  name  of  Declan 
was  magnified. 

With  this  extraordinary  miracle  wrought  by  Declan  we  wish 
to  conclude  our  discourse.    The  number  of  miracles  he  wrought, 


68  DeuliA  "oecclAUi. 

miopbuile  1om•ox^  t)o  |\inne  ye  n^cli  f  ciAiobCvVfi  xMitif o  -oo  cuiccpn 
x^5l1f  *OxMtne  Ay  An  nietcc  "oo  f  c|\io5AnuA|A  -oit).  xXguf  -oob  Ait 
tinn  pof  A  pof  -oo  beit  Agtiib  5ii|\  ftAnuig  ye  -OAOine  epflAfiA 
■^S^r  5"P  foittps  r^  fCiile  -OAOine  n-OAll,  Agtif  5tit\  jlAti  -OAome 
6  iublipA  A5U|^  50  ccucc  fiubAt  -do  bACACtuMt)  A5up  50  f):tiAip 
eifcecc  "OO  bo*ohiuAit)  A^uf  mo|AAti  -oecfAmlAcc  cmnif  m 
ionAt)Aib  lonroA  ele  a\\  ^ud    epinn    x)o    flAnuccliAt)    A5    nAch 

fCCjtlObCAtA  ATinfO  1ACC  teilA  VPAT),  A511|^  A]\  A  tiotimAijAecc  le  llA 

f CjMObAX)  •oecclA  50  triAX)  eimilc  te  luce  a  tegCA  no  a  neifceccA 
mopAn  -oo  lAbAit\c  -OAon  peA|\fAn-i  Anuvui.  A^tif  a]\  au  At)t>Afi 
fm  teiccpem  co|AAinn  iacc. 

C.  45-      ^S"r  ^\^  ^■'^^  tuiccpn    t)o    "OeclAn    gup   bo    gepp 

AlAite  X)ei5ioncbA  iia-oa  Aguf  50  pAbACCAp  An^Afv  x)6  cuccpe  a 

x)AtCA  |?ein  *OA  lonninnge  .1.  1TIacIk\5  ^^r  -^^^  mAnnpcip  aca  fAn 

Ci\otb  cojjA  -oonA  T)eifib1i  a|\  cotriAip  freAp-ng^itiAn  lonnuf  50 

n^AbAt)    fe    Co|\p    Cpiopc    Aguf  a  iTinl  A^uy  SAC\\A^r\A^nz^    tiA 

liGccLAife  AfA  tAfiiAib  m  iiaija  a  bAi]\      A^tif  *oo  |:oillp5  ye  lA 

A  bAip  -OA  *6eipciplAib  Ajuf  -oo  i.Hi|\Ail  A  bjveit  "OA  CAC|\Ai$  yem 

01  p  ni  binnce  "oo  bi  An  CAnpm  acc  1  pellA  becc  onopACb   "00 

op-oAi5  pe  -00  "oenAm  -oo,  ezAi[\.  An  cnoc   pe  nAbApcAp  Ap'omop 

T)eclAin  Agtjp  An  riitiip  in  lonAT)  cutrjAng  a]\  bpuAc  nA  pAipp^e 

A^up  Af  tAirh  pip  SAbAp  Ar\  ppucAti  5lAn  polup  on  cnocAn  AniiAf 

cum  An  rhApA  Agup  acat)  cponin  A^vy  bitex)A  a^a  cimceAllAX) 

pe  nAb<^pcAp  T)ipeApc  'OeclAni.      Agnp  Ay  becc  An  mile  uat^a 

50  nmcce  An  cAtAip,      A^tip  ipe  A-obAp  yAy.  jnACAig  T)eclAn 

belt  Ann  t)o  teiclieAX)  o  cpiobloix)  A^l^y  o  con^Aip,  lonnup  50 

|:peci^^^"o  y^  beiuli  A5  te5c\*6  A-s\Ay  acc  iipnAige  Agnp  A5  cpe"6enAf 

Ann,  Agtip  nip  bupApA  t)o  beich  Annpin  pein  gep  bUAignec  e  A\i 

lomAC  A  -OeipcipAt  A^up  a  boCc  Agnp  a  oilicpec  Agup  a  ceitipne 

T)o  biDb  niA  X)iAi5.       Agnp  •00  bi  pe  'oei^einis  buix)  cpocAipeAii, 

Ajup  Ay.  An  At)bAp   pin    AT)epAp    oiia   penmoAOinib  50  mbiccif 
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but  which  are  'not  written  h.cre,  you  are  to  judge  and  gather  from 
what  we  have  writters.  And  we  wish  moreover  that  you  would 
understand  that  he  healed  the  infirm,  that  he  gave  sight  to  the 
eyes  of  the  blind,  cleansed  lepers,  and  gave"  their  walk"  to  cripples  ; 
that  he  obtained  hearing  for  the  deaf,  and  that  he  healed  many 
and  various  diseases  in  manj^  different  places  throughout  Ireland 
— (things)  which  are  not  written  here  because  of  their  length 
and  because  they  are  so  numerous  to  record,  for  fear  it  should  tire 
readers'  to  hear  so  much  said  of  one  particular  person.  On  that 
account  we  shall  pass  them  by. 

When  Declan  realised  that  his  last  days  were  at  hand  and 
that  the  time  remaining  to  him  was  very  short  he  summoned  to 
him  his  own  spiritual  son,  scil,  MacLiag  (residing)  in  the  monastery 
which  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Decies  close  to  the  Leinster- 
men^^  in  order  that,  at  the  hour  of  death,  he  might  receive  the 
Body  and  Blood  of  Christ  and  the  Sacraments  of  the  Church  from 
his  hands.  Thereupon  he  foretold  to  his  disciples  the  day  of  his 
death  and  he  commanded  them  to  bring  him  to  his  own  city,  for 
it  was  not  there  he  dwelt  at  the  time  but  in  a  small  venerable  cell 
which  he  had  ordered  to  be  built  for  him  between  the  hill  called 
Ardmore  Declain  and  the  ocean — in  a  narrow  place  at  the  brink 
of  the  sea  by  which  there  flows  down  from  the  hill  above  a  small 
shining  stream  about  which  are  trees  and  bushes  all  around,  and 
it  is  called  Disert  Declain. '^^  Thence  to  the  city  it  is  a  short  mile 
and  the  reason  why  Declan  used  go  there  was  to  avoid  turmoil  and 
noise  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  read  and  pray  and  fast  there.^* 
Indeed  it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  stay  even  there  because  of  the 
multitude  of  disciples  and  paupers  and  pilgrims  and  beggars  ^^ 
who  followed  him  thither.  Declan  was  however  generous  and 
very  sympathetic  and  on  that  account  it  is  recorded  b}^  tradition 
that  a  great  foUowini:  (of  poor,  &c.),  generally  accompanied  him 
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flux\5  moji  X)0  jn-Acli  i  ccoirhiceCc  T)ecUAin  A^uy  x>o  \)a  |\o 
lonriuMn  te\y  An  fex\Ux\  becc  a\\,  An  a-6X)A\\.  fin  -<\t)tjt>tAAmA|\  A^uy 
xMCCpe4\bxMC  •OAoine  iom'ox\  cj^AbAix)  Ann  -oo  stiActi.  [h) 

C.  46.  ^A\\.  mbeit  -oo  'OeclAti  e^flxMi  *\5Uf  Atibp^xtin  mA 
bfiiogxMt)  -oo  leit  -A  cuipp  -Agtif  flAti  6  -ooccuf  Aguf  o  cpei-oerh 
"^E^V  ^  Sr^'o  *Oe  clinic  X)A  CACfi^is  pein  x\|\  cc|AunniucctiA'0  a 
popA^l  xxgtif  A  -oeifcip^l  -Aguf  a  cleipec  inv\  cirhcell.  A^uf 
•oe  fetimoi|\  T)oib  AicencA  'Oe.  A^uf  *oo  ceccAifcc  -ooib  a 
xnbetA  -oo  tAb^|\t  x^f  50  m^MC  ^rroiAi^  a  Mif  pein  xx^uf  belt 
iirh-Al  T)on-A  till ACCAfVAii Alb  -Aguf  x\  to|\cc  f  ein  •00  lenm^in  m^p  x\f 
ino  -oo  pe-ofACc^Aif  ^stif  aXcacaiia  -oo  coirhe-Acc  1  fc^i-o  A^uy 
ip|Ai-A$xMt  ctAAbxMT).  Agiif  A|\  tieifcecc  An  com|\Ai'o  pn  x)o  cAcb 
•00  cui|\  o|\pA  50  mofi  A  frif  "oo  beic  aca  50  \\aX)  epic  AXDUbAipc 
f lutfi  fin  50  fAibe  -A  fiof  Aicce  guf  seff  in  Aimfef  50  f AcliAt) 
fe  6wm  nirhe  tl>AC^^A  fein,  A^uf  "OO  cwif  folAf  of f a  o  bfiACf Aib 
cennf-A  Aguf  znccAi)  ctiicce  Ann  fin  An  necb  nAomcA  ADUbf AtriAf 
.1.  ITlActiAS  A  ToubAifc  fein  Aguf  -oo  -^aX)  fe  Cofp  Cfiofc 
A^uf  A  puil  Aguf  SACfAimmc  nA  liGcclAife  X)A  lAirii  ecAf  a 
nAorriAib  Agtif  a  'oeifciplAib  Aguf  tdo  bennuig  a  popul  A^uf  a 
fefb6ncAit>e  Aguf  a  -oeiblem  A^uf  "oo  pocc  iacc  a  ccortiAfCA 
5fA"6A  A^xif  fioT^A.  Aguf  niAf  fin  Af  fccfiof  lortiAige-O  Aguf 
e"ObAfCA  nA  nA  nio"OAt  Aguf  Af  biomp6x)h  mofAin  -oo  poiplibti 
cum  cfei'oirh  Agtif  Af  nofoucctiAt)  mAinifCfeACb  Aguf  ofo  nA 
beccAitfi  in  lonA'OliAib  ecfArhlAib  Agtif  Af  ccAiterh  a  Aimfife 
50  conAig  Aguf  50  nAorhtA  "oo  cuait)  An  uepfcop  slofrriAf  fin 
J.  T)eclAn,  teif  nA  tiAinstibso  f  lAiterhnAf  slof  rfiAf  if  in  nAorhAt) 
Kt  (0  "OO  mi  Augufc  Aguf  *oo  nAomA-O  a  cof p  Aguf  -oo  bono- 
f  AtgeATi  o  Aif f f lonnAib  Ajuf  o  CAnncAif  eCc  te  nAorfiAib  Asuf  te 
popAt  nA  nt)eifi  Aguf  te  nA  rtiAncAib  Aguf  lenA  -OeifCiplAib 
fein  Af  cciomAfccAin   Cincce  Af  jACb    Aifo    in    Aimfif   AbAif. 

(h)  The  corresponding  chapter  in  the  Latin  Life  ends  thus  ''Ipse  enim  largus, 
iialde  pius  et  clemens  erat  et  indc  fertur  nobis  ab  antiquis  ejis  discipuHs  quia 
magniis  exercitus  in  comitatu  ipsius  consuete  fuerat.    Et  predictam  suam  cellulam 
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and  that  moreover  the  little  cell  was  ver\7  dear  to  him  for  the 
reason  we  have  given,  and  many  devout  people  have  made  it  their 
practice  to  dwell  therein. 

When  Declan  fell  ill  and  became  weak  in  body,  but  still  strong 
in  hope  and  faith  and  love  of  God,  he  returned  to  his  own  city — 
his  people  and  disciples  and  clergy  surrounding  him.     He  dis- 
coursed to  them  on  the  commands  of  God  and  he  enjoined  on  them 
to  live  holily  after  his  death,  to  be  submissive  to  authority  and 
to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  way  he  had  marked  out  and  to 
preserve  his  city  in  a  state  of  piety  and  under  religious  rule.     And 
when  they  had  all  heard  the  discourse  it  grieved  them  greatly 
to   perceive,    from   what  he    had   said,   he    realised    that    in    a 
short  time  he  would  go  away  to  heaven  from  them.     But  they 
were  consoled  by  his  gentle  words  and  then  there  came  to  him 
the  holy  man,  to  wit,  MacLiag,  at  his  own  request,  already  referred 
to.     He  [Declan]  received  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ  and  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Church  from  his  [MacLiag's]  hand — surrounded 
by  holy  men  and  his  disciples,  and  he  blessed  his  people  and  his 
dependents  and  liis  poor,  and  he  kissed  them  in  token  of  love  and 
peace.     Thus,  having  banished  images  and  the  sacrifices  to  idols, 
having  converted  multitudes  to  the  true  faith,  having  established 
monasteries   and   ecclesiastical   orders   in  various  places,   having 
spent  his  whole  life  profitably  and  holily,  this  glorious  bishop 
went  with  the  angels  to  heaven  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  Kalends 
of  August  and  his  body  was  blessed  and  honoured  with  Masses 
and  chanting  by  holy  men  and  by  the  people  of  the  Decies  and 
by  his  own  monks  and  disciples  collected  from  every  quarter  at 


multum  diligcbat  in  qua  poterat  saltim  breui  tempore  theorice  Deo  uaccare,  ct 

uiri  religiosi  semper  in  ipso  loco  habitant." 

(i)  i.e.  Kalends. 
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^S^r  "oo  liAN-OlAicet)  50  lionopAic  e  inA  cxicpAisti  pein  in  Aipt) 
"OectAMn  ifin  cumb>A  -do  com^\|ACxM5  fe  pein  o  pufi^Mteiii  x^n  .Ainsil 
neocli  -oo  ni  iniofbuite  ^ASUf  comA\^tA'6A  n<Aorhc-A  opn  Atiu^f 
-Agtif  "OO  cu^iT)  in  *\enc^At)  An  At-Ap  ^^^T  ^'^  th eic  ^guf  -An 
SpipxMc  tl^otmli  in  fceculA  fceculofutn,  Amen,      pinif. 


An  b|i^\c^MtA  bocc  ITlicliel  O  Clefvig  fvo  fcfviob  -An  bec-AfO 
Deccl^in  icC^Mfe^t  -An  ceiT)pe<\cc  -Af  leAb-A^v  eoctiA'OA  Hi 
1|:ejk|\nAMn.  Aoif  CtMOfc  ,An  z\^At  "oo  fciMotJ-A-o  .An  feinle-AbAp  pn 
Goct^A^•OA^  1582.  Agup  po  -Aicfccpiob-Af  -AnofA  au  X)ezA  ceccnA 
1  cconueinc  nA  mbpAtx^p  .A5  *0|\obli-Aoif  -AOif  An  cisepn-A  An 
c-AHf-A,  27  pebpu  1629. 
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the  tim  '  f  his  death.  He  was  buried  with  honour  in  his  own  city 
— in  Declan's  High-Place — in  the  tomb^^  which  by  direction  of  an 
angel  he  had  himself  indicated — which  moreover  has  wrought 
wonders  and  holy  signs  from  that  time  to  now.  He  departed  to 
the  Unity  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in  Saecitla 
Saeculofkjn :    Amen.       Finis. 


The  poor  brother,  Michael  O'Clery  originally  copied  this  life 
of  Declan  in  Cashel,  from  the  book  of  Eochy  O'Heiternan.  The 
date,  A.D.,  at  which  that  ancient  book  of  Eochy  was  written  is 
1582.  And  the  same  life  has  now  been  re-written  in  the  Convent 
of  the  Friars  at  Druiske,  the  date,  a.d.,  27th  February,  1629. 
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gt-Ofiiofiif  Opifcipuf  Cx\|\ctiA5tif  qui  U1I50  uocACUf\ 
TOochuzA  -oe  ^ence  CiApp^Mge  tuAc^A  X)e  nepocibup  feApgufA 
mic  U015. 

An  ceAfbog  sloi^rhAp  |^e  nAbAfvtA|\  AccoiC(!:inne  THoCa-oa 
Af  T)e  CiAjMiige  tuAC|\A  Acineot,  50  fun|\At)AC  -oo  flioCc 
'FeA|\5UfA  mic  Uoig,  a^a  |\Ait)  pige  nUlAt!)  no  50  ccu^  fe  pein 
ACCionfjnA  mnA  1  50  cenn  bliA-OnA  Agtif  n!  bpuAifA  An  fAiogAn 
A|\  ccecc  nA  bliA-onA.  Asiif  aca  a  fUocc  a  pt\ouinfib  eAXArfilA 
nA  liCifieAnn.  Aguf  "OO  tuic  fe  'oincleAcc  OiUoUa  Rig 
ConnAcc  ACionAi"6  eA'OA  uim  a  rhnAOi  .1.  ITleA'ob  ingion  6ocliAt)A 
■pei-6115.  pingen  niAC  5"^^'  "^^  CiAiAtnge  tuACpA  AtAi|\ 
tTloCuT)A,  •]  Af  1  PA  mAtA'|\  -OO  TTIeA-o  ni^ion  pngin  -oo  CopcA 
T)iiibnne  AccorhApfAnACc  An  cfpocA  |\e  nAbA|AtA|A  teArhuin  fAn 
fAnn  ufiAfx  T)6itMnn.  X)o  poitlris,  umoppo,  An  CAtn5iot  -oo 
Corhgoll  tiAorhtA  50  n^einpiTie  THocu-oa  ni  Af  cufSA  uia  -oo 
jeineAt)  e.  -Agiif  A-oubAifC  :  ''g^^^PS^^P  ^^^  f^"  fAnn  ncfiA|\ 
"o^ipnin  A5iif  but)  CAftAC  a  Ainm  bAifcige  Asuf  5|\AX)eocAf\  e  6 

'OlA   1    6   -OAOinib    AneATTI    1    ACCAlArh,    AgUf   ClUCfAlt)  fe  6u$ACfA 

•]  co5A|\6i5  T)ul  6um  nA  TlorhA  -j  nA  tei^  fi  fin  -oo,  6if  130  Aitin 
"DO  tijeAfnA  t)uic  e,  acc  biot)  fe  bliA-OAUi  lomlAn  mAille  jmoc." 
xNguf  -oo  bi  ArhlAit).  "Oo  CAfngAifeAX)  fof  ttlocu-OA  on  AingeAt 
•oo  t)f eAnumn  -j  AT)ubAifC  :  "  Uiocf Ait)  cujat)  bp AtAip 
miofvbuitteAC,  cobAftuf  leAt)  Cine  fein  Abuf  "|  CaII;  -j  |\oin- 
f igeAjA  CiAffiM^e  eADfAib ;  *]  but)  CAf caC  a  Ainm  ;  "]  Af  lonrbA 
T)onA  -OAoinib  buf  fOfbfAilceA6  foirhe;  "j  Af  ioutOa  -oonA 
cineAt)Aib  beAf v\f  Cum  nirhe  ;  "j  Afi  ceAT)  CACAif  biAf  Aije — 
llACcen  ;  -j  Aye  lonnAt)  Abfruit  KAicen  AmeA'oon  ^ipeAnn  fAn 
Tnit)e,  fAn  CAlAm  |\e  nAbAftAp  pif-CeAll ;  "j  but)    on6ifeC  An 


Life  of  St.  Mochuda. 


The  renowned  bishop,  Carthach,  commonly  called  Mochuda/  was 
of  the  territory  of  Ciarraighc  Luachra^  and  of  the  race  of  Fergus 
MacRoigh.^ 

The  illustrious  bishop,  who  is  generally  known  as  Mochuda, 
was  of  the  Ciarraighe  Luachra  ;  to  be  exact — he  was  of  the  line 
of  Fergus  Mac  Roigh,  who  held  the  kingship  of  Ulster,  till  the  time 
that  he  gave  the  kingship  to  a  woman  for  a  year  and  did  not 
get  it  back  when  the  year  was  over.'*  His  descendants  are 
now  to  be  found  throughout  various  provinces  of  Ireland.  He 
fell  himself,  through  the  treachery  of  OiHoll,  king  of  Connaght, 
and  the  latter 's  jealousy  of  his  wife,  Meadbh,  daughter  of 
Eochaid  Feidhleach.^''  Finghen  Mac  Gnaoi  of  Ciarraighe  Luachra 
was  father  of  Mochuda,  and  his  mother  was  Mead,  daughter  of 
Finghin,  of  Corca  Duibhne,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stream  called 
Laune^  in  the  western  part  of  Ireland.  The  forthcoming  birth 
of  •Mochuda  was  revealed  to  St.  ComhghalP  by  an  angel, 
announcing — "There  will  be  conceived  a  child  in  the  western 
part  of  Erin,  and  Carthach  will  be  his  baptismal  name  and  he 
will  be  beloved  of  God  and  men — in  heaven  and  on  earth.  He 
will  come  to  you  seeking  direction  as  to  a  proposed  pilgrimage 
to  Rome — but  you  must  not  permit  the  journey  ior  the 
Lord  has  assigned  him  to  you  ;  but  let  him  remain  with  you 
a  whole  year."  All  this  came  to  pass,  as  foretold.  In  similar 
manner  the  future  Mochuda  was  foretold  to  St.  Brendan^  by 
an  angel  who  declared:  "There  will  come  to  3^ou  a  wonder- 
working brother  who  will  be  the  patron  of  you  and  your 
kindred  for  ever ;  the  region  of  Ciarraighe  will  be  divided  between 
you  and  him,  and  Carthach  will  be  his  name  ;  to  multitudes 
his  advent  will  be  cause  for  joy  and  he  will  gain  multitudes 
for  heaven.  His  first  city  will  be  Raithen^  in  the  region  of 
Fircheall,'^  territory  of  Meath  and  central  plain  of  Ireland  ;    this 
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cexill  fin,  1  btitj  onoijiec  -j  hwo  'oe^ll\\A\^teAc  An  -o^Nf a  c*\t*M|\ 
-J  aMi  cev\ll  V)r^f  ^ige  .1.  "Liof-tTlofv  a-^S  mt)Mi-6  cige^iituvr  ^guf 
ppinfiop.acAcc  triofi." 

"L*\  ei^in  -oo  t)i  conricioiKJl  m6|\  -oo  liin^ib  1  -opeAjAAit!)  a 
cCMptiige  1  -oo  connA^f^c*^'?)<\|\  title  c.\ot\  teinexi*6  ^5  cuicim  -oo 
nirh  ^gcenn  i-h.\c*\|A  tnocu*o.\  a\\  inbeic  xy\  cop|txic  a\\\  1  -oo 
cViiixM"6  A\y  iieiiiinit)  ni  <\f  cufgA  lon^v  -oo  t\inne  p  uiacoit)  *oo 
•ouine  x.\fv  bic.  Astif  "oob  loiigtux  le  5^6  tTOtiine  fin  <\5  iu\c  x^a^X) 
*\f lOf  cf eAT)  T)o  f oillpgevvf)  cfice.  A^uf  Aye  nix)  "oo  cuise^-C) 
cpiT)  fin,  5Uf Ab  u\T)  sp^Af^v  ^vn  Spio|u\m  11^\oniCA  c^vinig  .\\\  cuAif c 
dum  n<\  liingine  -j  cum  iu\  geine  lUAomcA  fin. 

xXguf  bA  -ouine  cuiIkvccac  f^M-obif  -AC^Mf  tt1ocu*OA  a^5.\ 
pAb<\"o<\fv  x>S  c^Mfle^xn  tiuMce  .1.  CAifleAU  x)on  c*\oib  ce^xf  -00 
Slu\b-tTlif  •]  c*MfleA\n  eile  *^v  ccoirif05Uf  nA  luxb^nn  fe  nAbxXft^^f 
ITlAins  "J  .Annf^x  CAMfle<\n  fin  -oo  f u^At)  e,  ^5Uf  "OO  beniiAMgeAX) 
An  r>A  c-Aifle^\n  fin  nA'6A  a\\  fon  ^u^uvb  a  cc-AifleAn  -oiob  "Oo 
HUgA-o  e,  1  5Uf Ab  p\n  cAifLe^vn  eilc  'oo  %aX)  a  rh^it^Mf  wa  bpoinn 
e,  -]  x\'oei|\tev\f  n*.\c  fevV-ouit)  •ofo6•6A^01ne  iriAMlifioCxx  <MCfeA\b^X) 
-ACce>A(!:t*.\f  '610b.  Ixug^vT)  ^A\\  fin  C*.\|\c^\c  cum  bAifci*6e  -j  c-AplA 
•oon  f?eA'6mv\nn<\c  -oo  cIiu.m'O  teif  ne*\c  iu\ottitA  •o*\'f  b^Mnm 
Ao-DAxn,  1  •00  gtii-ue^T)  e  50  mb<Mfce4.\T)  fe  A\n  nAOi-oeAn.  Aguf 
*oob  pA'OA  uifge  on  lonn^^x)  fin  ;  "oo  nioi-O  Cf <\c  cobA|\  j^luinn 
-ooib  A.\nn  fin  ^v^uf  •00  b<Mfce*.\'D  An  n*\oi'6e^\n  -Af,  "j  m*Mpionn  au 
zo\)A\y  fin  f Of .  Aguf  -Afe  <\inm  cug^AX)  a)\\  Ca|\ca6  m^f  -00  tAn 
An  ZAm^wl  A^A  t*.\fn5*.\ife  m,.\f  *\*oubj\-Aiiu\f,  gi-Oe-A-b  if  fnocu'OA\ 
•00  5^ifti  T)e  A\y  fon  5UfVv\b  e  *oo  goifetj  AMti^ijifcitA  "be  a\\ 
rheAT)  -AjfA-OA  "]  •oeici'oe  uimi  ;  a^u]-"  *.\f  ce*.\|\c  a^a  f<Mb  a  pof 
-Aite-Aff-Ac  1T!ocux)*\  •00  V)eit  •o'.Ainm  ^if,  1  ^f  X)ileAf  tTlocu-o^^  no 
Cx\fCx\C  'OO  fSfiob  ^if.  A-QubAifc  Ao-Og^n  ^5  -oej^nxM-ii 
f^igeof eCc^\  ;  ''An  m^c  fo  "oo  b*Mfcef,  a\\.  fe,  bu"6  X)e-Allf*M$te-Ac 
•]  bu*6  f05fJ.*6AC  "OO  X)\A  -]  -oo  -OAOinib  e,"  "}  bu-O  fiof  fin,  oif -oo 
t)i  fe  f 51-Arh^c  •oex^$m^lf e*\c  nuvf  TKutbi,  1  -oo  bi  f ptx\ncAc  -Af  iu\ 
•ofoicmi-Ann*Mb  nv\f  'OAMniel  ^.x^uf  -oo  bi  ceA.\nnf*'V   c*\enb-Apf-Ac 
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will  become  a  place  revered  of  men,  and  revered  and  famous  will 
be  his  second  city  and  church,  scil.  : — Lismore,  which  shall 
possess  lordship  and  great  pre-eminence." 

One  day  when  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  people  at  a  certain 
place  in  Kerry,  the  men  and  women  who  were  present  saw  descend- 
ing a  fiery  globe,  which  rested  on  the  head  of  Mochuda's  mother,'^ 
at  that  time  pregnant  of  the  future  saint.  The  ball  of  fire  did 
no  one  any  injury  but  disappeared  before  it  touched  her.  All  those 
who  beheld  this  marvel  wondered  thereat  and  speculated  what  it 
could  portend.  This  is  what  it  did  mean  : — that  the  graces  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  had  visited  this  woman  and  her  holy  child  unborn. 

Mochuda's  father  was  a  rich  and  powerful  chieftain  owning 
two  strong  lioses — one,  on  the  south  side  of  Slieve  Mish,^^  and 
the  other,  in  which  Mochuda  first  saw  the  light,  beside  the  River 
Maing.'^  Both  places  were  blessed  for  sake  of  the  Saint,  who 
was  conceived  in  one  of  them  and  born  in  the  other  ;  it  is  even 
said  that  no  evil  disposed  or  vicious  person  can  live  in  either. 
Carthage  in  due  course  was  sent  to  be  baptised,  and,  on  tlie  way, 
the  servant  who  bore  the  infant,  meeting  a  saintly  man  named 
Aodhgan,  asked  him  to  perform  the  ceremony.  There  was  however 
no  water  in  the  place,  but  a  beautiful  well,  which  burst  forth  for 
the  occasion  and  still  remains,  yielded  a  supply.  With  the  water 
of  this  well  the  infant  was  baptised  and  Carthach,  as  the  angel 
had  foretold,  was  the  name  given  him.  Nevertheless  Mochuda  is 
the  name  by  which  he  was  commonly  known,  because  he  was  so 
called,  through  affection  and  regard,  by  his  master  (St.  Carthach 
Senior).  Many  scarcely  know  that  he  has  any  other  name  than 
■Mochuda  and  it  is  lawful  to  write  either  Mochuda  or  Carthach. 
Speaking  prophetically  Aodhgan  said  of  him  : — "This  child  whom 
I  have  baptised  will  become  famous  and  he  will  be  beloved  by  God 
and  men."  That  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  for  Mochuda  was 
graceful  of  figure  and  handsome  of  features  as  David,  he  was 
master  of  his  passions  as  Daniel,  and  mild  and  gentle  like  Moses. 
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ir\A\\  ltlx\oife.  A^uf  niojA  bAnop^vc  a^a  At<\^\\  ^^A  a^a  mAtA\\^  e 
A\K  fon  n^c  Aor\x:A]^eA'6  fe  x^a  nincinn  10tfA^o5«^lCA^  fin  •]  a'^ 
coirhUoiiAt)  X)\\^A\KtA  *0^ict)t  x\*oubxMt\c: — Pater  mens  et  mater  mea 
derliquerunt  me,  Dominus  autem  assumpsit  me,  .1.  "00  fr^v^Aib 
mAtA^\K  -I  tno  rh^ACAijA  me  -]  -oo  ^aX)  An  ^^^eA\\^^A  cuige  me  *]  mAi[\ 
•oo  coimeA*o  X>A)V)y  CAo\yA  a  AtA]\  Ay  mA\y  fm  •00  coimeA*o 
tno6ti*OA  mucA  A  AtA\y  pein  ioiu\  m^CvAn'OAcc  -At)f  ocaM|\  AO'6A^\^eA^()A 
eile  tiA  muc. 

\.A  -6 A  \\A^X)  VOocwoA  1   UA  mucAig  eite  <a5  coimeA*o  Amuc 

^t^S^t^   n-A    Vix\t)*\nn    pe   ti*\bA\|\cxN|^  TTIxMn^,  -Aguf  "oo  CtiAl-Ait)   fe 

50  fVAit)  II15  Cix\piJi$e  LtiAC|\A  Accorhfoguf  -oo  f^n  cc^Mfle^n  -oa 

ngeipti  ACa'o-'oi,  -j  "oo  cIuumt)  a\\  ciuAipc  ctnge  *|  -puAiiA  St^^^f^^  T 

onoijA  tixMX).      -Asuf  xife  -oob  xMnm  "oo,  THx^otcuite,  A^u^f  ATtu^- 

CAi|\c  -An  TI15  |Mf  ce^cu  mAille  |vif  n^  muictib  eite  gx^c  Iaoi  -j 

50  cciubjAAt)  on6|\  A\^A  fon  fm,  •]  ^uja  ttii>Ann  teif  x\f-Aicfni  50 

mmic.       Oi-bce  "o^  cc-dmic  tTlocu-OxX  m^f  a  \\a\X)  au  tlig  •]  -oo 

fui5  in*\  fi^snxMfe,  *]  *oo  bi  J^n  U15  *.\n  corhf ai-o  fm  a]^a  f?e*\cuin 

lonntif  5Uf  liimT)ex\f5-A'6  6  n^  rhn^oi    e    .1.    le    X)Anx>,    mge-An 

ttlAoa-oiiinn  rhic  Ao'6x\  tDe^nn^in  ll!$  1Tlutrix\n,  xiguf  -A-otib^ii^c 

ciot)     uime    ^mbi    ^^5    fiffe^cuni    An    temb   fm    g^C    noi-oCe, 

"AbeAn,"  Af  fe,  ""oa  bficce^fA  An  nit)  *oo  cimp  ni  feACfA  Af 

"oume  Acc  Aif ,  oif  "oo  cnn  10*6  longAnncAc  ofOA  a  ccimpceAll 

Afhumsil  mAgctiAifC,  "j  colArhum  cemcise  6  nA  CeAnn  fUAf  50 

neAtti,    1    6-0    connAfic   nA   corhAftA*6A   fin   -oe   -oo  sfA-OAf    e 

50  mof."      A'oubAifC  An  fio^An,  "SiiigeAt)  fe  Abuf  lAirh  fioc," 

-]  -oo  finn  AfhtAit).     A^nf  iiAifionA  -oo  teigeAt)  te  nA  rhii6Aib  fo 

nA  coiltcit),  -]  UAif  eile  -00  AnA-6  At>f o^Af  An  II15  mA  bAitcib  fe. 

La  X)a  fAib  Tno6ut)A  A5  coirheA-o  a  rhuc  coif  nA  tiAbAnn 

A-oubf AmAf,  "]  "OO  CuAtAit)  fe  An  ceAfbo^  A5  gAbAil  TAifif  1 

Atteifis  inA  froCAit\  1  lAT)  AS  SAbAit  Af Aim,  1  A\y  nA  sclof  "oof An 

•OO  CA-6A111  An  Spiof  A-o  HAorhtA  inA  Cf  oi-be  •]  -oo  frAguib  AfhucA 

1  "00  leAn  nA  cleii^s  gtif  An  mAinifCifx   pe   nAbAptAp  CuAim, 

Aguf  Ap  f ui$e  •bon  eAfbog  i  -oa  ttiuinncitt  6iim  accot)a,  T)o  fwi$ 
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His  parents  however  despised  him  because  he  valued  not  earthly 
vanities  and  in  his  regard  were  verified  the  words  of  David  :— "  For 
my  father  and  my  mother  have  left  me  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
me  up"  (Ps.  xxvi.,  10).  Like  David  too— who  kept  the  sheep  of 
his  father — Mochuda,  with  other  youths,  herded  his  father's  swine 
in  his  boyhood. 

On  a  certain  day  as  Mochuda,  with  his  companion  swineherds 
and  their  charges,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  Maing,  he 
heard  that  the  king  of  Ciarraighe  Luachra  was  at  his  residence 
called  Achadh-di  ;*"*  he  waited  on  the  king  by  whom  he  was  kindly 
and  pohtely  received.  The  king,  whose  name  was  Maoltuile  and 
who  wished  to  see  Mochuda  frequently,  invited  the  youth  to  come 
every  day  to  the  royal  lios  and  to  bring  with  him  his  companions, 
who  would  be  made  welcome  for  his  sake.  One  evening  as  Mochuda 
sate  in  the  king's  presence  Maoltuile  gazed  so  long  and  so  intently 
at  the  youth  that  the  queen  (Dand,  daughter  of  Maolduin  Mac 
AodhaBeannan,  king  of  Munster)  reproved  her  husband  asking  why 
he  stared  every  evening  at  the  boy.  "O  wife,"  answered  the  king, 
"if  you  but  saw  what  I  see,  you  would  never  gaze  at  anything 
else,  for  I  behold  a  wondrous  golden  chain  about  his  neck  and  a 
column  of  fire  reaching  from  his  head  to  the  heavens,  and  since 
I  first  beheld  these  marvels  my  affection  for  the  boy  has  largely 
increased."  "Then,"  said  the  queen,  "let  him  sit  there  beside 
you."  Thenceforth  the  youth  sate  as  suggested.  Sometimes 
Mochuda  herded  the  swine  in  the  woods  and  at  other  times  he 
remained  with  the  king  in  his  court. 

One  day  as  Mochuda  was  keeping  his  herd  as  usual  beside 
the  river  already  alluded  to,  he  heard  the  bishop  and  his  clerics 
pass  by,  chanting  psalms  as  they  went  along.  The  Spirit  of 
God  touched  the  boy's  heart  and  leaving  his  pigs  Mochuda  followed 
the  procession  as  far  as  the  monastery  called  Tuaim^^  [into  which 
the  clerics  entered].     And  as  the  bishop  and  his  household  sate 
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'niocti'O-A  Atnuic  A]\  fs^c  nx\  tnit^|Mn  ^An  piof  -oon  e^fbo^  n^  -do 
ne^c  eile  -o^a  |\Ait>  fAti  C15.  Aguf  •00  jAb  ex\5lA  An  Hig  .1. 
TTI-AOluuite,  -AjA  tuA  v*^icfin  -oo  tivAc  c^inig  Ttlocu-oxN  An  oi-6ce  fin^ 
oi|\  niO[\  tiii5  CfxexXT)  cug  fin.  Asuf  *oo  cuip  fe  ce^ccA  A}\\. 
piuMT)  n-A  cTpe  *o^a  ix\fvi\Ait),  ■}  ]:tiAip  neAc  "oioG  e  tiA  fuige  aja  fgAC 
iu\  InifVfAn  ^5  ah  C15  a\\a}X)  An  ce^fbos  •]  cti5  leif  e.  A^uf 
•opu\vf45  An  1li  "oe:  ''A  riieic  CfAeAT)  uim  A|\  pAnAif  Ainui^  mA|\ 
fjiix)."  A'oiibAi|Ac  TnocuT)A:  "A  tigeApnA,"  a|\  fe,  "Af  uimi  -oo 
AnA] — ^VAtt  cugAf  T)on  leigeAnn  -oia-oa  -oo  cuaIa  A5  An  eAfbog 
■]  AgA  cLeipeACAib  a^a  cAnAX),  •]  m  CuaIa  piArh  nit)  bti"o  binne 
tiotn  nA  e,  i  "OO  bA-OApf a"0  a^a  \\a-6  Ap  put)  nA  r^ige  niompA,  no 
50  t\An5A'OAt\  An  ceA5  •]  Ann  fin  f\e  "oul  -oo  co-OIa  "ooib,  1  -oo  bi 
fof  An  ceAfbos  inA  AonAf\  Abf at)  X)on  oit)ce  A5  f At)  An  lei^inn 
fin  ZA\\  eif  CAic,  1  TDo  but)  f eAff  leAmfA,  a  ci^eAfnA,  50  mbeinn 
fein  A5  fOgUnm."  C"0  CuAtA  An  II15  nA  bfiAtf a  fin  6tiif\  neAc 
50  tuAt  mAf  Af Alb  An  ceAfbos  *]  AT)ubAifC  fif  ceAcc  cuise. 

lAf  fin  T:\\At  "OO  tiuUmtngeAt)  fuipeAf  onoifeAc  A5  AtAi|\ 
nioctiT)A  -oon  II15,  -oo  TTlAolcuile,  t  Af  mbeit)  bo  Cac  A5  CAitiorfi 
An  cfuipeif ,  -GO  50if  An  II15  tTloCu'OA  inA  friA^nAife,  -j  ADubAifu 
fif : — ^"jAb  C115AC  An  fSiAC,  -|  An  clAit)eArh  -j  An  5AI  -j  nA 
lieA-oiiise  f io5t)A  fo,  ■)  bi  ad  fi-oife  d  fin  ahiac  -j  bi  A^AmfA 
AnuMt  "OO  bi  CACAif  f otriAC."  'Oo  X)itiilc  ITlocu-OA  fin.  AT)ubAifU 
An  lli$,  "CfeAD  eile  An  nit)  a^*  aiI  Icac  50  ccugAinnfe  t)uic  e.'^ 
A"ovibAifC  tHocti'OA,  "tli  tiAit  tiom  AOin-nit)  "00  neitib  An  •oorhAin 
fo,  Atz  "OO  but)  mAit  leAtn  An  nit)  At)  cuaIa  Ag  nA  cleifeAciAib^ 
•OA  CAncAinn  -oo  beit  AgAm  A^uf  a  fo^luim  t)Arri."  Aguf  -oo 
tins  An  1li$  5f  Af  A  An  Spiof  aid  llAOirh  Ann.  Aguf  do  geAll  do 
An  nit)  DO  lAft^.  CAinig  ia|\  fin  An  ceAfbog  ADubpAmAp  ai|\  ha 
gAit^tn  on  tlis  .1.  C  Aft  AC  eAfbos,  *]  DAitin  An  Tli$  mociuDA  t)e  7 
ADubAifC  fif  lei^eAnn  Aguf  fspibinn  Df o$liiim  t)o.  Aguf  do 
5Ab  An  ceAfbo5  e,  mAiUe  f e  ttitSAif  rhoif ,  oif  do  Aitin  50  f Aib 
fe  tAn  DO  j[^At  An  SpiofAiD  tlAOirh.  Aguf  do  bi  iriAf  fin  fo 
fOfceADAt  1  fo  rhunAt)  An  eAfboig  no  guf  $Ab  ^\^a-6a  fAgAifu 

ilAt)A. 
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down  to  eat,  Mochuda,  unknown  to  them,  concealed  himself — sitting 
in  the  shadow  of  the  doorway.'^  Meanwhile  the  king,  Maoltuile, 
was  troubled  about  the  boy,  noticing  his  absence  [from  the  home- 
stead at  Achaddi,]  that  evening  and  not  knowing  the  cause 
thereof.  He  immediately  sent  messengers  to  seek  the  youth 
throughout  the  country,  and  one  of  these  found  him  sitting,  as 
indicated,  in  the  shadow  of  the  doorway  of  the  bishop's  house.  The 
messenger  took  Mochuda  with  him  back  to  the  king.  The  latter 
questioned  him  : — "  My  child,  why  have  you  stayed  away  in  this 
manner."  Mochuda  replied,  "Sire,  this  is  why  I  have  stayed  away 
— through  attraction  of  the  holy  chant  of  the  bishop  and  clergy ; 
I  have  never  heard  anything  so  beautiful  as  this  ;  the  clerics  sang 
as  they  went  along  the  whole  way  before  me  ;  they  sang  until 
they  arrived  at  their  house,  and  thenceforth  they  sang  till  they 
went  to  sleep.  The  bishop  however  remained  by  himself  far  into 
the  night  praying  by  himself  when  the  others  had  retired.  And 
I  wish,  O  king,  that  I  might  learn  [their  psalms  and  ritual]."  Hear- 
ing this  the  king  at  once  sent  a  message  to  the  bishop  requesting 
the  latter  to  come  to  him. 

About  this  time  Mochuda's  father  gave  a  feast  in  the  king's 
honour  and  as  the  compan}/  were  at  supper  the  king  calling  Mochuda 
before  him  offered  him  a  shield,  sword,  javelin,  and  princely  robe, 
saying  :  ' '  Take  these  and  be  henceforth  a  knight  to  me  as  your 
father  has  been."  But  Mochuda  declined  the  offer.  "What 
is  it,"  asked  the  king,  "that  you  will  accept,  so  that  [whatever 
it  be]  I  may  give  it  to  you"  ?  Mochuda  answered  : — "  I  do  not  long 
for  anything  of  earth — only  that  I  be  allowed  to  learn  the  psalms 
of  the  clerics  which  I  heard  them  sing."  In  this  answer  the  king 
discerned  the  working  of  divine  grace,  whereupon  he  promised  the 
youth  the  favour  he  asked  for.  Shortly  afterwards  the  bishop, 
Carthach,  whom  we  have  mentioned  as  sent  for  by  the  king,  arrived, 
and  to  him  the  latter  entrusted  Mochuda  to  be  instructed  in  reading 
and  writing.  With  great  joy  the  bishop  undertook  his  charge 
for  he  saw  that  his  pupil  was  marked  by  grace,  and  under  the 
bishop's  guidance  and  tutelage  Mochuda  remained  till  his  pro- 
motion to  the  priesthood. 
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T)o  bi  ttlocu'OA  f got^rhtiil  50  mo  m6f\  lonnuf  ^u\\.  5p-Ai"oe.A"OAp 
X  nogA  XX  e  AlA\t^X)  eAXAtvilA  a  n^imipfv  xMioige  ^n  5|aa*6 
co|^pA|\x^•6x^  lonnuf  n^|\  b]:ei'oi|\  teo  cceilc  xmi  sia^X)  fin.  Aguf 
"oo  SUIT)  mocu-o-A  xx|\A  fon  lonnuf  50  cctAOclAigci  -An  sfVAt) 
co|ApA|^At)A  fin  AngfAT)  fpiofA'o-AilCA.  Agiif  *oo  finneAX) 
AirilxMT)  cfe  5111*66  tnoctiT)^  lonnuf  50  lAAtJA-OAf  in^  liog-Aib 
nxiomcA  50  n-oex\fnAt)  fetti  *]  mAinifCfieACA  teo  aza  a\^  ua 
fuiSiogeA-o  ^niog  xxbpoff^ifce  ttlocu-oxx,  1  cu5A•Ox^|\  n>A  ho^A 
pn  UAT)  fein  -]  a  m^inif cfe^xcA  f o  t!)|Aeic  -|  fo  cufhACCAib  TTIocu'oa. 

U^inig  fionnc-Ain  mAc  CA\\zA^n  le  m^c  x>a  bxMfce  cum  Ar\ 
ex^fboig,  cum  C-AfCAig.  A'otibAi|\c  An  ceAfbog  |\if,  "UAbAif  "oo 
mAC  X)A  bxMfce  "oon  Cfxxs^pc  65  fin  lAirh  fvioc  t>a  n■oex^f^nnx^ 
fA^5Afc  Anitig,  "  xNguf  T)0  finneAt)  AmtAit).  Aguf  •ofiAf|\Ait) 
inocii*OA  CA  li-Ainm  *oo  be-Aft^oi  a\\\.  A'otib-Aifi:  a  AtA]\^,  po-of An 
"OO  zaX)A\\\z  ai|\.  Agiif  A\\  mbAifce  An  teinb  "oo  tTloctiT)A  "OO  fin 
CAfngxMfe  -oo.  Agtif  'oo  glAC  AlAtn  -j  -A-oubAifC  : — ''t)u-6  Cf6*6-A 
An  lAvh  f o,  gebAiT)  bf  Aig-oe  -]  neAf c  flcAccA  Uof nA,  (A^uf  Af  Ann 
ACA  An  cineA*6  fin  AmeA-oon  CiAffAige  .1.  6  SliAb  IwACpA  50 
mttif),  1  biAit)  fige  A-^A  cloinn  nA  -oeAig  50  b|\AC  munA 
n-oeAfnAiT)  mo  rhif eiffi  :  ^gtif  "oa  n-oeAfnAit)  mifeifv  mo 
corhAfbA  A  n-oiAig  mAimfif e  f  acai*0  a  fige  •]  AcogeAfnAf  uAtA." 
Agtif  *oo  fiof A-o  An  f Aifoine  fin. 

"La  ei^in  -oo  ctiWAit)  Tnocti-OA  1  ArhAigifcif  CAfCAC  eAfbog 
mAfv  Af  Alb  An  cigeAfnA  A-otibf  AmAf  .1.  tTlAotcuile.  Agiif  Af  Ann 
fUAifeAX)  e  if  An  lonnAt)  |\e  nAbAftAf  peof Ainn,  lAirh  fe  Uf Aigli 
"]  Af  on  lonnAT)  fin  AinmnigceAf  cAoipge  1  cigneAfrn'oe 
CiAff uije.  A*otibAif c  An  ceAfbog  CAf tAc  : — ''  Ag  f o,  a 
cigeAfnA,  An  mAC  cugAif  x)ArhfA  ;  Af  mAit  leigiof  -j  Af  mAit 
•oofin  A  fosltiim  if  An  fgfiopcuif  "oia-oa  -j  -oo  ^aX)  fe  sfA^OA 
fAgAifC  uAimfe  •]  Af  fottuf  sfAfA  A  mofAn  *oo  cineAtAib." 
A*o«bAifC  An  ciseAfnA  : — "  CfeAX)  Af  Att  leACfA  Af  fon  x)o 
fAocAif"?  '''Oob  Alt  tiom  cufA  T)o*o  cAbAifc  fein  *]  -oo 
CAbAifc  X)o  ctoinne  50  bf ac  'oon  cf AgAfC  65  fo  Af  ostAc  •00 
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iMochuda  was  very  handsome  of  features  with  the  result  that 
at  different  times  during  his  youth  maidens  to  the  number  of 
thirty  were  so  enamoured  of  him  that  they  could  not  conceal  their 
feeling.  But  Mochuda  prayed  for  them,  and  obtained  for  them 
by  his  prayers  that  their  carnal  love  should  be  turned  into  a 
spiritual.  They  afterwards  became  consecrated  religious  and 
within  what  to-day  is  his  parish  he  built  them  cells  and  monasteries 
which  the  holy  virgins  placed  under  his  protection  and  jurisdiction. 

Finntan  MacCartan,  bringing  with  him  an  infant  for  baptism 
came  to  Bishop  Carthach.'^  The  latter  said  to  him: — "Let  the 
3^oung  priest  there  who  was  ordained  to-day  baptise  the  child." 
Whereupon  Finntan  handed  the  infant  to  the  young  priest. 
Mochuda  enquired  the  name  he  was  to  impose,  and  the  father 
answered — Fodhran.  Having  administered  baptism  Mochuda 
taking  the  infant's  hand  prophesied  concerning  the  babe— "This 
hand  will  be  strong  in  battle  and  will  win  hostages  and  submission 
of  the  Clan  Torna  whose  country  lies  in  mid-Kerry  from  Sliabh 
Luachra^*  to  the  sea.  From  his  seed,  moreover,  will  spring  kings 
to  the  end  of  time,  unless  indeed  they  refuse  me  due  allegiance, 
and  if,  at  any  time,  they  incur  displeasure  of  my  successors 
their  kingship  and  dominion  will  come  to  an  end."  This  prophecy 
has  been  fulfilled. 

Sometime  afterwards  Mochuda  with  his  master.  Carthach, 
visited  King  Maoiltuile,  whom  they  found  at  a  place  called  Feorainn, 
near  Tralee,  from  which  the  lords  and  kings  of  Kerry  take  their 
name.'^  Said  Bishop  Carthach: — "Here,  Sire,  is  the  youth  you 
gave  me  to  train ;  he  is  a  good  scholar  and  he  has  studied  the  holy 
wTitings  with  much  success.  I  have  ordained  him  a  priest  and 
(his)  grace  is  manifest  in  many  ways."  "What  recompense  do  you 
desire  for  your  labour  ? ' '  asked  the  king.  ' '  Only, ' '  repUed  Carthach, 
"that  you  would  place  yourself  and  your  posterity  under  the 
spiritual  jurisdiction  of  this  young  priest,  the  servant  of  God."  The 
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T)m."  X)o  bi  An  1x15  ^5^  cu|a  fin  A^\{  c^ii^-oe  "]  0.11  f?oit\t)teccA 
triocu'O-A  "oo  |\ei|A  -Aoif .  xXguf  mA\\  x>o  conn^i|\c  ^n  ce^fbog  fin 
T)o  ct-AOin  e  fein  -j  -oo  teig  xi  glume  fxioi  a  bfMX)n^ife  ITIocu'da 
1  A  •oubxMfc: — "UAbfoim  tne  pein  -]  mo  poff  Aifce  -]  mo  rhAinifcif 
*oo  tDi-A  -A^tif  -ouic  A  ttieic  no  50  ccig  -An  bfiit."  0"0  conn^if c 
-An  TI15  fin  •00  tei5  e  fein  fo  cof.Aib  tnocwo-A  •]  ctig  a  An  Am  -j  a 
cofp  "I  xJk  ctAnn  n,A  'oeAig  50  fioffxMt)e  •00  *Ou\  -]  *oo  ttlocu'o-A. 
Agtif  "oo  f  Atc-Aif  mocii*o-A  -Aif  muinet  An  R15  1  -oo  bi  -a^a  totrmf 
x>A  tfoig.  A'oubxMfc  nee  "Oo  mtnnncif  An  Rig  50  c^fcuifnec 
5ftJ-AmA  fe  ITlocu'O-A  "Af  *oiomx^fx\cb  "ouic  beit  ^^5  f*\tcf  ax)  -Af 
muinet  An  tlig,  -]  biot)  <a  fiof  a^ax)  guf Ab  onof-AC  v^n  cofp  fin 
-AfA  f^tCfxJkC."  -Af  nx^  clof  fin  "oo  1TlocuT)xi  "oo  teig  An  Uig 
u^-o-A  •]  *^'oub-Aifc  : — "An  muine-At  fo  ^if  a\\  fx^lcf ^if  ni  •oitce^n- 
f-Aigef  50  bf^t  e,  -Aguf  ^n  cofp  *oo  cotti-Aife^xf  x)om  tf oigcib  ni 
Cf4A6cnocx3kf  e,  -Asuf  mun-A  ccf6nAi5cex\f*\  me  ni  beit)  nix)  a 
n-uife-Afb-AiX)  "oo  fein  n^  •da  ftioCc  50  bf^t."  Aguf  -oub-AifC 
fif  An  neAC  ut)  "oo  fbpe-Ag  "oo  e  : — "t)iAi'6  cuf*^  1  t)o  fiol  *oefoit 
coit)ce  i*oef  n^  cineA'Oxi."  Aguf  "oo  be-Ann^ig  An  Rig  -j  -oo 
ge-Att  nerfi  1  ZAlAxn  "60  -Aguf  x3kT)ub-AifC  fif  "  5^^^  '^^'^  cfiot  "oo 
•be-An-At)  Ain-Qlise  am(\.  mo  6omx^fb-Afx^  ■]  n^  ciobf a  mo  coif  fein 
-OAxh  ni  X))A  fig  CixJkff Aige  Ai^e."     Aguf  *oo  f iof At)  ArhtAit). 

lAf  fin  Cf At,  "OO  fin  tTlocuT)A  Af  f uf AileAtri  a  ttiAigifCfeAC 
An  eAfbuig  "I  An  Rig  TTlAOtcuile  f eAtlA  onoif eAC  if  An  f Ann  cfCAf 
•oo  CiAffAige  i-oif  SliAb  ITIif  ■]  ttlAing  CeAtl  UuIac  A*oeiftAf 
fiA.  Aguf  "OO  finn  mofAn  miofbui  lie  At)  a  Ann  finn,  -]  •00 
tionoifeAt)  e  o  5AC  Aonx)uine  Ann.  Aguf  bA-OAf  -oiAf  eAfbog  if 
nA  bionA-OAib  fin,  X)ibilin  -]  TDomAilgig  AnAnroAnA  1  bA  cnutAc 
leo  onoif  Aguf  sfAfA  TTIocu-qa  1  -oo  gni-oif  neice  bA  bole  leif. 
T)o  cbuAit)  fin  mAf  a  f Aib  ttJAolcuile  -|  -oo  innif  An  nit)  fin  -oo, 
1  mAf  t)o  cuAlA  An  Rig  fin  CAinig  le  tnocu-OA,  Aguf  Af  Ann  -oo 
bi  fe  AncAn  fin  a  eeAifleAn  A\y  bf uac  tuimnig,  -j  ni  Anmuin  *oo 
fin  50  fiACC  mullAC  Sleibe  tHif,  -]  A-oubAifC  fe  THocu-oa: — "A 
mie  lonmuin,  f AgAib  An  feAf Ann  beAg  eurhAng  fO  T)o  tnuit  -j 
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king,  however,  hesitated — because  of  Mochuda's  youth.  Soon  as 
Carthach  perceived  this  he  himself  incUned  to  Mochuda  and  bending 
his  knee  before  him  exclaimed  : — "I  hereby  give  myself,  my  parish 
and  my  monastery  to  God  and  to  Mochuda  for  ever."  Touched 
by  the  bishop's  example  the  king  prostrated  himself  before  Mochuda 
and  pledged  to  God  and  to  him,  his  soul  and  body  and  posterity 
to  the  end  of  time.  Then  Mochuda  placed  his  foot  upon  the 
king's  neck  and  measured  the  royal  body  with  his  foot.  Against 
this  proceeding  of  Mochuda's  a  member  of  the  king's  party  pro- 
tested in  abusive  and  insulting  terms — "It  is  a  haughty  act  of 
yours,  laying  your  foot  upon  the  king's  neck,  for  be  it  known  to 
you  the  body  on  which  you  trample  is  worthy  of  respect." 
On  hearing  this  Mochuda  ceased  to  measure  the  king  and 
declared: — "The  neck  upon  which  I  have  set  my  heel  shall 
never  be  decapitated  and  the  body  which  I  have  measured 
with  my  foot  shall  not  be  slain  and  but  for  your  interference 
there  would  not  be  wanting  anything  to  him  or  his  seed  for 
ever."^^  Addressing  (specially)  the  interrupter,  he  prophesied  : — 
' '  You  and  your  posterity  will  be  for  ever  contemptible  among  the 
tribes."  Blessing  the  king  he  promised  him  prosperity  here  and 
heaven  hereafter  and  assured  him  : — "If  any  one  of  your  posterity 
contemn  my  successors  refusing  me  my  lawful  dues  he  will  never 
reign  over  the  kingdom  of  Kerry."  This  prophecy  has  been 
fulfilled. 

Next,  Mochuda,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  master,  the  bishop, 
and  of  King  Maoiltuile,  built  a  famous  cell  called  Killtulach'^' 
at  a  place  between  Sliabh  Mis  and  the  River  Maing  in  the 
southern  part  of  Kerry.^^  Here  his  many  miracles  won  him 
the  esteem  of  all.  In  that  region  he  found  tw^o  bishops  already 
settled  before  him,  scil.  : — Dibhilin  and  Domailgig.  These  became 
envious  of  the  honom  paid  him  and  the  fame  he  acquired,  and  they 
treated  him  evilly.  Whereupon  he  went  to  Maoiltuille  and  told 
him  the  state  of  affairs.  Soon  as  the  king  heard  the  tale  he  came 
with  Mochuda  from  the  place  where  he  then  was  on  the  bank  of 
the  Luimnech^  and  stayed  not  till  they  reached  the  summit  of 
Sliabh  Mis,  when  he  addressed  Mochuda:  "Leave  this  confined 
region  for  the  present  to  the  envy  and  jealousy  of  the  bishops 
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•opoiAm^T)  r\A  nex\fbo5  ux)  50  cex^nn  feAtAi*o,  i  c^ifv  xjit^if  ^nn  7 
bi^it)  aXSa^T)  ):eiti  -j  x\5  ax)  corhA\\X)A  ax)  t^^A^^."  Aguf  X)a  mxMC  le 
tTlocu-Oxi  An  corhAifvte  fin,  1  -oiompuig  xin  1^15  m^Mtte  i^e 
bex^nnoccum,  -]  -oo  fr^guib  fion  a  fe^tlx^  *oonA  lieAfbogAib 
-A-oubp^m^p.  Agiif  T)0  bpeitnig  -out  x)a  oiUtfve  x\  n^on^fv  1 
lmtex^cc  on  |Ax^nn  cu^it)  *o6if\inn. 

C>Aini5  -An  cxMngeAl  rY\A\y  a  jixMb  x\b  OeAnnc-Aifx  .1.  Corhgolt, 
1  -A-oubxMiic  |\if  n1x^|v  A*o«bAipc  fioirhe,  50  cciocfAi!)  cuise  fAgApr 
65  te  mbu*6  ^\il  X)iit  •o.a  oilit|\e  cx^|\  mui|\  foit^  a\k  fon  Ct\iofc, 
^5^r  5^^  ^  leige^nn  x\nn  a6z  A(^or\^mA\l  bliA*6-Ain  m^  potAip  a 
mt)eAnncAip.  ''Cionnuf  Aicneot)  e"  ?  a|a  Corhsott.  Ax)tibAipu 
An  CAingeAt  ''gibe  -oo  Cipe  cu  A5  gAbAil  on  eAslAif  50  ceAg  nA 
nAi'oeA'o  bu-D  be  fin  e,"  6i|v  Af  Ann  bA  ^nAC  te  ITIoCu'OA  An 
eA^lAif  Af  ccijf  'oionnfAige.  A*oiibAifc  Corhgolt  fe  nA 
•oeifsioblAib : — ''UiucfA  cugAinn  AoiT)e  onoifig  Ann  fo  Af 
lonrhtnn  te  "Oia  oif  CAinig  An  cAingeAt  f a  "oo  "oa  foittfiosAt) 
•OAfhfA."  UAinig  lAf  fin  ITIocu'Oa  •oon  bAite  1  "OO  cbuAit)  'oon 
itiAinifcif  Aif  ccuf  1  "OO  Aitin  Corhjott  e,  "]  but)  f AitceAt  X)o  bi 
foirhe.  Aguf  t)©  fofc  inA  frocAif  50  ceAnn  btiA-onA  e  mAf 
A'oubCAifC  An  UAingeAt,  i  Aif  ccfiocnugAt)  nA  btiA'onA  "00 
iomptii5  50  cceAT)  *oo  Corhgott  -oa  •6ucbAi5  fein  Aguf  -oo 
curh'OAigeA'D  inof  An  "oo  CeAttAib  1  x)0  teAmpottAib  teif  innce  1 
-oo  fin  miOfbtntteA'OA  lonroA,  -]  xyo  cAf Aing  *OAOine  lonroA  6um 
cf  AbAcc  "I  'oeA'ooibf  eA6.  Aguf  cugADAf  mof  An  "oo  •oAoinib  iat) 
fein  1  ACCtAnn  -]  Accine  "oo  "]  *oo  bofouigeAt)  poffAifci  mof a 
A  n-outAige  fem  -oo  -j  *oo  bi  eAfbosoi-oeAcc  CiAffAige  fA 
•oeifeA-o  Aige. 

Af  AbAitte  fin  -oAicin  tTlocti'OA  a  poffAifce  -j  a  CeAtlA 
-oonA  •OAOinib  if  cfAbuise  "]  Af  fiOfAoncA  fUAif  fe,  Aguf  -oo 
cbuAit)  fein  iriAitte  f e  beA^An  *oa  -oeifsiobtAib  if  An  f Ann  ceAf 
•oon  thtjrhAin  mAf  a  fAib  CiAfAn  niAC  ponncAin  teAf 
curiroAiseA-o  iriAinifcif  KofA  giAttAin.  Agtif  'OfiAffAij  "oe 
CA  Aic  Ann  f o  lonA  mbiA  An  eA^tAif  Xyuif'  mo  -j  buf  onoifi^e  -oonA 
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and  hereafter  it  will  become  yours  and  your  coarbs'  to  the  end  of 
time."  The  advice  commended  itself  to  Mochuda  and  he  thanked 
the  king  for  it.  Thereupon  he  abandoned  his  cell  to  the  aforesaid 
bishops  and  determined  to  set  out  alone  as  a  pilgrim  to  the  northern 
part  of  Ireland. 

In  the  meantime  an  angel  visited  Comghall  and  repeated  to  him 
what  had  been  foretold  him  already— -that  there  should  come  to  him 
a  young  priest  desirous  for  Christ's  sake  of  pilgrimage  beyond  the  seas 
— that  Comghall  should  dissuade  him  and,  instead,  retain  the  stranger 
with  him  for  a  year  at  Bangor.  "  And  how  am  I  to  recognise  him  ? " 
asked  Comghall.  The  angel  answered: — "Whom  you  shall  see 
going  from  the  church  to  the  guest-house"  (for  it  was  the  Mochuda's 
custom  to  visit  the  church  first). ^  Comghall  announced  to  his 
household  that  there  was  coming  to  them  a  distinguished  stranger, 
well-beloved  of  God,  ot  whose  advent  an  angel  had  twice  foretold 
him.  Some  time  later  Mochuda  arrived  at  Comghall's  establish- 
ment, and  he  went  first  to  the  monastery^  and  Comghall 
recognised  him  and  bade  him  welcome.  In  that  place  Mochuda 
remained  a  whole  year,  as  the  angel  had  said,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  he  returned  to  his  own  country  where  he  built  many 
cells  and  churches  and  worked  many  wonders,  winning  many 
souls  to  religion  and  to  good  works.  Many  persons  moreover 
placed  themselves,  their  children,  and  their  kindred  under  his 
jurisdiction,  and  the  great  parishes  of  their  own  territory  were 
assigned  to  him,  and  finally  the  episcopate  of  Kerry  became  his. 

Subsequent  to  this  Mochuda,  having  committed  the  care  of 
his  cell  and  parish  to  certain  pious  and  suitable  persons,  set  out 
himself,  accompanied  by  a  few  disciples,  through  the  south  of 
Munster  to  visit  the  Monastery  of  Ciaran  Mac  Fionntan  at  Ros- 
giallan.^®  From  Ciaran  Mochuda  enquired,  where — in  south  Munster 
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cellAibr'  ^"r  -\"oiiti>Airi:  -\n  CAinsiol  t^e  Corh^oU  50  ccuffroois- 
f\i)e  tiomiv^  e^v^Uir  onoiiACAC  if  xiti  t^Ann  ceAf  "oon  rhuriiAin. 
T)o  bi  rP>o]^^i"o  11^^  fAi-oeAmlACCA  a  cCiAfVAn,  -]  AT)Ut)AitAC  "RaCa 
ciir-A  At\  ccur  -oo"  l^i'^e  1  *oo  -o^AncAp  eAslAif  onoipeAc  leAC 
.\nn  Ati-otitAis  i  tleiU  -]  biAi"6  cu  X)AitCio'0  bliAT)Ain  Ann  1  -oo 
-oeAncAp  hionnAt\t)A'6  Af  1  iompo-6  cu  eum  rhmriAn  AjAif  1  ^r  ^"^ 
t)iAr  An  eAglAif  buf  mO  -j  biif  on6mi'6e  A5AT)."  A"o«bAit\c 
tTloCut)A  t^e  CiAt^An— "SeAbA-ofA  CufA  AgAm  mAjA  pACt^un  ■]  mA|\ 
iiACUAfAn  eoi-oce."  "rii  tiAmtAit)  biAf,"  At\  CiAjAAn,  "aCc  -oo 
beipnnri  ine  pein  i  mo  6eAlt  TDuicfi  50  riorr^i-Oe  i  A-oeipim  r^ioc 
biot)  puA-bpAn  mo  ttiAC  t:ein  ac  -oiais  r^n  lonnAt)  fA."  Agtif 
•00  ceAT)Ai5  ITiocuDA  fin  oi|a  "OO  bi  |:uAt)|VAn  nAorhCA  XX  bliA-6Ain 
An  X)iAi5  CiApAin  An  AbX)Aine  nA  CAcpAC  fin. 

Af  AtiAitle  fin  *oo  c^iuAit)  IHottJ-OA  if  nA  T)eifib  ttlurhAin 
iriAp  A|\Aib  ClAnn  tluA-OAin  -]  ctiSADAp  fin  iad  fein  -]  a  neA^lAif 
iiile  "OO,  "]  ctJ5  ColmAn  mAC  CobtAig  -00  bi  r\A  tigeAf nA  fAit)bif 
If  An  CAlAm  fin  feAfAinn  iomt)A  *oo  tTloCuDA  1  cti^fAn  fin  tnle 
T)o  T)AOinib  cf  AibceACA  Af  A  ti6c  f  6in.  Aguf  -oo  %aX)  f  em  t^oirhe 
cfie  muUA6  ^leibe  gCuA,  1  -oo  feAC  inA  CimpeeAlt  -]  -oo 
connAif c  mme  bf ua6  nA  tiAbAnn  |ve  nAbAftAf  tlerri  Aingil  lorrroA 
x\5  •out  fUAf  1  AnuAf  50  neArh.  A^uf  •00  cosbA-OAf  teo 
CAtAoi|\  AifgiT)  I  lorhAig  6i|A  mnce  50  neArh.  Aguf  Af  An  fAn 
lonAT)  fin  "OO  fin  Vt)o6ux)A  AimfeAf  f  a^oa  nA  liiAis  fm  An  eAglAif 
onCifeAt  Af  An-oeAciAit)  f 6  Aif  neArh. 

lAf  fin  cfAt  -oo  ChuAi-O  tnoCu*OA  6iim  An  p\y  nAeirh  fe 
nAbAfCAf  ITlotbA  mAC  Coinctie  mA  CAtAif  fein  a  cClwAin  )?eAfCA 
A  ccoiscfioC  tAigen  A^uf  ITlurhAn.  Agtif  fUAif  f6  ITlolbA 
AbfoCAif  A  rheitle  -oo  bi  A5  btiAin  AfbA.  -A^uf  A5  ceACc  -oo 
mocu'OA  Af  A  eACcfA  "00  tei^  ^^-6^  A  -Oeifsiobuit  uile  'O-A 
nionnA-OAib  fein  oif  niof  bAil  teif  "out  50  foCfAi-OeAC  if  nA 
cioftAib  coirhi5teA(iA  aCc  Aon  -otjine  ArhAin.  A^uf  x)o  f AnncAig 
^\n  CAOinfeAf  pn  Anrhtnn  A5  ITlolbA  'nA  rhAinifCif  fein,  1 
AX)ubv\ii\c  fif,  "A  ACAif  nAorhcA,"  Af  fe,  "*oob  Ail  leo^mfA  AnAt) 
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'(as  the  angel  had  mentioned  to  Comghall) — the  chief  and  most  dis- 
tinguished of  these  churches  should  be.  Ciaran,  who  possessed  the 
.spirit  ol  prophecy,  rephcd — "  You  shall  go  first  to  Meath  where  you 
will  found  a  famous  church  in  the  territory  of  Ibh  Neill  and  there 
3'ou  will  remain  for  forty  years.  You  shall  be  driven  thence  into 
exile  and  you  will  return  to  Munstcr  wherein  will  be  your  greatest 
and  most  renowned  church."  Mochuda  offered  to  place  himself 
under  the  patronage  and  jurisdiction  of  Ciaran:  "Not  so,  shall 
it  be,"  said  Ciaran,  "but  rather  do  I  put  myself  and  my  church 
under  you,  for  ever,  reserving  only  that  my  son,  Fuaran,  be  my 
successor  in  this  place."  This  Mochuda  assented  to  and  Fuad- 
hran  governed  the  monastic  city  for  twenty  years  as  Ciaran's 
successor  in  the  abbacy. 

Next,  Mochuda  entered  the  territory  of  the  Munster  Decies 
"where  dwelt  the  Clanna  Ruadhain  who  placed  themselves  and  all 
their  churches  under  him,  and  one  Colman  Mac  Cobhthaigh 
a  wealthy  magnate  of  the  region  donated  extensive  lands 
to  Mochuda  who  placed  them  under  devout  persons — to  hold  for 
him.  Proceeding  thence  Mochuda  took  his  way  across  Sliabh 
Gua^^  looking  back  from  the  summit  of  which  he  saw  by  the  bank 
•of  the  Nemh^^  angels  ascending  towards  heaven  and  descending 
thence.  And  they  took  up  with  them  to  heaven  a  silver  chair 
with  a  golden  image  thereon.  This  was  the  place  in  which  long 
afterwards  he  founded  his  famous  church  and  whence  he  departed 
himself  to  glory. 

Hence  Mochuda  travelled  to  Molua  Mac  Coinche's  monastery 
of  Clonfert,^^  on  the  confines  of  Leinster  and  Munster.  He  found 
Mulua  in  the  harvest  field  in  the  midst  of  a  meitheal  of  reapers. 
Before  setting  out  on  this  present  journey  of  his  Mochuda  had, 
with  one  exception,  dismissed  all  his  disciples  to  their  various 
homes  for  he,  but  with  a  single  companion,  did  not  wish  to  enter  the 
strange  land  ostentatiously.  The  single  follower  whom  Mochuda 
had  retained  wishing  to  remain  at  Clonfert,  said  to  St.  Molua :  "  Holy 
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>Annro  A-o  cpocAip."  A-oubAijAc  mol5.\,  "m^x)  cexit)  -do-o- 
rh^igifcip  pein  pn  if  ceAX)  UomrA  e.^'  Aguf  -oo  bi  tTlocuTjxx  ^t^ 
leision  ^\  -Oeifsiob^t  uile  uax)a  niop  Mil  leif  coincmn  -oo 
*c^eAn>A'D  >A  ccimpceAlt  An  x\oinpifA,  -|  -oo  x\oncui5  -oo  x^nrhuin  uaU) 
T  -oo  t>i  xX5  imteAec  in^  Aon^ii.  Agtif  ot)  ConcA-o<\|\  tnAtixMg. 
t\)olt)A  in  A  AonAf\  e  -oo  sx^tDf^t)  a^  p^n.xrhAT)  p-AOi  -|  ^•otit)|\AT)x\t\ 
■oo  but)  rhitit)  "oon  -otiine  ^pf^ix)  ut)  x^nrhmn  AmAinifci|A  eigm  6i|\ 
ni  -oe^^^trixMfeA^t  -oo  beit  xnj  fiob^l  in^  -AonxijA.  Aguf  ni  t^xiib  a 
f^ior  ^co  5«pb  e  mocu-oA  t)o  bi  Ann,  6}\\  y:A  x:eA\\c  neA6  -oa 
ninnire*6  e.  "IIa  liAbpAix)  fin/'  Af\  tTlolbA,  "oit^  ciocpA  Ia  *]  but) 
t)imbpi5rhAt\  a|\  ccoiriicionot  -|  Ap  ccAtAijine  A5  ):eAcuin  An 
6oirhtionoit  -|  nA  CAtpAC  biAf  Aige  fiux),  cia  aca  pe  Aniu^  inA 
AonAjA,  1  ni  bpuit  Afriof  Aguib  gUjUAb  e  p""©  tTlocu-OA  a^a  bpuil 
mopAn  'OAOine  uttiAl  *oo  Annoif  1  a^a  mbiA  ni  Af  mo  fAn  Ainifip 
ACA  cugAinn"? 

a\|a  nibeit  -oo  tnocut)A  A5  pobAl  nA  rlije  inA  AonAji  mA|\ 

pn   CA|AlA  -OlAf  X)\\AtA\\  TtO  "J  '0|:iAp]lA15eAT)Atl    T)e  CA  A1C  A  fAAlb  fe 

A5  -out.  '"Oob  All  Uom,"  A\y  fe,  ''-oul  rriAt^  Abpuil  ColtriAn  eile.'' 
At)ubAi|ic  neA6  "oiob  pn — ''5^^  pnne  a^ax)  mA\\  liiAncAib  1  ni.\|\ 
feApboncui^te,"  6i|a  bA  polluf  -ooib  guji  ^a  *oiAt)A  e  inA  -opeic. 
Aguf  -DO  i;AX)  tDoCu-OA  iat)  ■]  'oo  gluAifeA-OAtA  pompA  no  j^o 
fAngA-OAfx  ColmAn  -]  AT)ubAipc  mocuT)A  pf :  ''A  ACAip,"  A|\  fe, 
''•00b  All  liomfA  Anrhuin  Agu-ofA  Annfo."  "Hi  bArhlAit)  biAf," 
A\y  ColrfiAn,  ''aCc  |^a6a  cu  "bon  lonnAX)  aca  Accorhpoguf  •ouinn 
Ann  fo  i^e  nAbApcAjA  tlAicem,  6if\  -oo  geAll  *Oia  *6uiu  AicpeAbAt) 
Ann  Aguf  beiT)  niAnAi^  1  coirhcionol  ionroA  Agu-o  Ann  A5  feijAbif 
T)o  'O1A  1  Af  <3n  lonnAT)  pn  AinmneocAti  Aif\  ccuf  cu  .1.  tnocuT)A 
llAitin."  Ap  n^AbAil  beAnnoccun  ColmAin  *]  ai|\  cceileAbpAt) 
"DO  -oo,  'OO  cbuAix)  ttlo^u-oA  1  A  "oiAf  niAnA^  cum  An  lonnAiT) 
A'OubfVAmAti  •]  -oo  pn  feAllA  beAg  Ann  aja  ccup  i  Af  mime  T)o 
tAgAt)  fe  fein  -j  ColmAn  cum  a  ceile. 

T)o  bf  eAtnuig  umot\f  o  ColmAn  ceAt)  Aicf  eAbAt)  'OO  -oeAnAm 
A  tlAiten  AimfeAf  |\oime  pn,  "i  "oo  f AgAfe  "Oa  ttiAptleAt  (a)  no  cp 

(a)  Evidently  a  corruption  ;  perhaps  the  original  had — -o'A-ob-Aii  cleic  c|ti  &c. 
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father,  I  should  wish  to  remain  here  with  you."  Molu  a  answered: — "I 
shall  permit  you,  brother,  if  your  pious  master  consents. ' '  Mochuda, 
having  dismissed  so  many,  would  not  make  any  difficult}^  about  an 
individual,  and  so  he  gave  the  monk  his  freedom.  Mochuda  there- 
upon set  out  alone,  which, Molua's  monks  observing,  they  remark:  — 
"  It  were  time  for  that  aged  man  to  remain  in  some  monastery,  for 
it  is  unbecoming  such  a  (senior)  monk  to  wander  about  alone." 
They  did  not  know  that  he,  of  whom  they  spoke,  was  Mochuda, 
for  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  latter  to  make  himself  known  to 
many.  "Say  not  so,"  said  Molua  (to  the  censorious  brethren), 
' '  for  the  day  will  come  when  our  community  and  city  will  seem  but 
insignificant  beside  his — though  now  he  goes  alone  ;  you  do  not 
know  that  he  is  Mochuda  whom  many  obey  and  whom  man}^  more 
will  obey  in  times  to  come." 

As  ^lochuda  went  on  his  lonely  way  he  met  two  monks  who 
asked  him  whither  he  was  bound.  "  To  Colman  Elo,"  he  answered. 
Then  said  one  oi  them  to  him  :— "Take  us  with  you  as  monks  and 
subjects,"  fcr  they  judged  him  from  his  countenance  to  be  a  holy 
man.  Mochuda  accepted  the  monks  and  they  journeyed  on  to- 
gether till  they  came  to  Colman's  monastery.  ^^  Mochuda  said  to 
Colman:  "Father  I  would  remain  here  with  you."  "Not  so," 
replied  Colman, "  but  go  you  to  a  place  called  Rahen  in  this  vicinity  ; 
that  is  the  place  ordained  by  God  for  your  dwelling  and  you  shall 
have  there  a  large  community  in  the  service  of  God  and  from 
that  place  you  will  get  your  first  name — Mochuda  of  Rahen." 
Having  said  farewell  to  Colman  and  obtained  his  blessing  Mochuda, 
with  his  two  monks,  set  out  for  the  place  indicated  and  there  in  the 
beginning  he  built  a  small  cell  and  Colman  and  he  often  afterwards 
exchanged  visits. 

Colman^*  had  in  the  beginning — some  time  previous  to 
Mochuda's  advent— contemplated  establishing  himself  at  Rahen 
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CAoitig  f  Ati  lontiAt)  A\\  b|Aitni5  f e  f ex\ttx\  "oo  "oeAti  x\'d  -}  x\'out>Ai|\c 
|\e  nA  *6elf510bx^t,  "CitJCi:A  ne^c  eite  Am  -61^15  x^nnfo  ■]  x^f  -oo 
•^eonocAit)  T)m  ^n  cionn^-o  fo  ni  -oxxrhf a."  Aguf  T  *oon  cAot-At 
fin  'OO  cionf5Ain  XV\o6u'oa  An  yeAtlA  *oo  'oexMiArh  m-Atv  •00  pAifCin 
Cotm^n  AcceAX)6M[y.  Aguf  "oo  f inneAt)  mAinifcijA  nio|\  tiA  t)iAi5 
fin  te  XYiocwoA  a\\a\X)  fe  "oa  XX  bliA-oxxn  in-A  corhnuige  ■)  AfAib 
moffeifeA]!  1  ceitfe  fitcit)  *]  occ  cceAt)  "oo  ttiAncAib  Ai^e  fo 
r\A  froif ceA'OAt  "]  fo  r\A  fiA^tiit. 

Af  5Ctirh*OAc  mAinifC|\eAc  UAitin  x)o  Hlottt'OA  "OO  fvinne 
feAfCA  1  niiofbuitlex\*DA  lonroA  ua'oa  -j  *oo  Uon  a  cl«  Cifxe  "j 
DfACAinn  -]  CAngA'OAf  "OAOine  lonroA  A|\AnnAit>  exArhlA  6i|\eAnn 
1  t)|\ACAn  "OA  ccAbAfC  fein  mAf  rhAncAib  *oo  "Oia  •]  "oo  ITIocu'oa 

50   t)f AC.         AgUf  "OO  X)1UtC  fe  Af  CCtIf  a  f pfeit)    f AOgAtCA  Af  nA 

-OAOinit),  5iX)eA*D  'oo  bonofuigeAt)  *]  -oo  curh-DAigeA'D  au  eAglAif 
onA  KliogAit)  1  nA  ciseAfnAOib  but)  coirhfoguf  -oo  Af  ccAbAifu 
feAfAinn  -|  fpfei*6  1  ai|\51T)  -j  ^ac  offAtA  eite  -oi,  A^uf  -oo 
cuifeAt)  THocu'OA  AttiAnAig  "oo  "oeAnAm  oibfe  -\  cfAOCAif  "j  "Oo 
ctxeAbAt)  An  CAlrhAn  6if  niof  bAil  leif  gAn  Ambeit  uriiAt  -00  fiof. 
Agiif  T)o  bAT)A|A  -Of ongA  eite  *oo  nAorhAib  Gif eAnn  teif  nA\\.  bAil 
50  nx)ion5nAi*oif  a  mAnAig  fAOCAf  nA  CAtrhAn  mAf  fin. 

A^uf  -oo  bi  TTlocti*OA  6  rhbfAn  -oo  nAortiAib  Af  nA  oifou^A-o 
inA  eAfbog,  -|  T)o  fioffuigeAt)  fe  iiAifAnnA  pAffAifce  fein,  .1. 
CiAff Aije,  -]  'OO  bio'o  'OO  gnAt  i-oif  a  mAnACAig  fein  a  tlAiteAn, 
6i|\  Af  niAnAig  -oo  bi  Aige  -j  ni  cteifig. 

Ia  eigin  An  AimfeAf  eAfAig  CAinig  -ofAoi  mAf  a  fAib 
tnocu'OA  "OO  -oeAnArh  A'obAiffeofAccA  Aif  1  A-oubAifC  fif,  "An 
Ainm  -oo  tigeAfnA  fein  -oeAnA  An  AbAtt  fo  lonnuf  50  mbtJ-O 
-ouitte  nuA  nifte."  Aguf  -oo  bi  a  fiof  A5  TDo^u-oa  gtif Ab  -oo 
CAtAOif  nA  cutTiACCA  'oiA'OA  A'oubAif c  fion  fin,  ■]  'oo  bi  An  cf  Ann  a|\ 
An  tACAf  f 6  -otnUe.  A'OubAifc  An  'OfAOi,  "An  Ainm  'oo  tiseAfvnA 
fein  CAbAf  btAit  Af  An  AbAtt."  T)o  ciiif  ttlotu-OA  corhA|\tA 
nA  cfoice  ceAfOA  uifce  1  cug  btAC  50  tuAt  Cfite.  A  "OUbAifc 
An  -Of A01 : — "Ca  cAfbA  An  blAC  munA  fAbA'OAf    ubtA    uifte"? 
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and  he  had  left  there  two  or  three  [bundles]  of  rods  remarking  to 
his  disciples  that  another  should  come  after  him  for  whom  and 
not  for  himself  God  had  destined  this  place. ^-  It  was  with  this 
material  that  Mochuda  commenced  to  build  his  cell  as  Colman 
had  foretold  in  the  first  instance.  He  erected  later  a  great  monastery 
in  which  he  lived  forty  years  and  had  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
seven  religious  under  his  guidance  and  rule. 

Subsequent  to  Mochuda's  foundation  of  Rahen  his  miracles 
and  the  marvels  he  wrought  spread  his  fame  far  and  wide  through 
Ireland  and  through  Britain,  and  multitudes  came  to  him  from 
various  parts  of  those  countries  to  give  themselves  to  the  service 
of  God  under  his  guidance.^^  In  the  beginning  he  refused  worldly 
gifts  from  others  although  his  church  was  honoured  and  patronised 
by  neighbouring  kings  and  chieftains  who  offered  him  lands  and 
cattle  and  money  and  many  other  things.  Mochuda  kept  his 
monks  employed  in  hard  labour  and  in  ploughing  the  ground  for 
he  wanted  them  to  be  always  humble.  Others,  however,  of  the 
Saints  of  Erin  did  not  force  their  monks  to  servile  labour  in  this 
fashion. 

Mochuda  was  consecrated  bishop  by  many  saints  and  from 
time  to  time  he  visited  his  parish  in  Kerry,  but  as  a  rule  he  remained 
at  Rahen  with  his  monks,  for  it  is  monks  he  had  with  him  not 
clerics. 

On  a  certain  day  in  the  (early)  springtime  there  came  to 
tempt  him^^  a  druid  who  said  to  him  : — "In  the  name  of  your  God 
cause  this  apple-tree  branch  to  produce  foliage."  Mochuda  knew 
that  it  was  in  contempt  for  divine  power  the  druid  proposed  this, 
and  the  branch  put  forth  leaves  on  the  instant.  The  druid  de- 
manded "  In  the  name  of  your  God,  put  blossom  on  it."  Mochuda 
made  the  sign  of  the  cross  [over  the  twig]  and  it  blossomed 
presently.     The  druid  persisted  : — "What  profits  blossom  without 
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T)c  beAtitiAig  TTIocti-OA  An  aX)aII  An  cpe^f  \^A^\\,  -]  ZAn-^AX)A\\  uX)Ia 

lOTTTOA    "Dl.        AX)tlt)-A1fVC    AU     X)\KA01  : — ''A    CfllOfOAIge,    •oeAtiA   rjA 

riti1i)U\  -o-AibciuseA-o  ^ntioif."  T)o  be^nn^ig  Itlocu-OA  An  cp-Atin, 
-]  -oo  bA-OAXjA  nA  huX)lA  A^  cwicim  50  rAlAm  x\|\  AtiAibCige,  -j  T)o 
tosinb  x\n  -opxxoi  tife^tl  -00  tAlAxh  T)iob  ■]  t)o  ^e-Ac  e  -]  -oo  bi  fe^pb 
50  |\orh6|A  -)  AT)ubxM|vc,  "Hi  mAit  riA  miot\btiiUe  fo  i  Arhe^t)  if 
fe^l^b  riA  tiubtA."  T)o  beAnn^ig  tTlocuT)x\  riA  liiiblA  1  -oo  fAjAib 
A  mbtxif  meAtA  mto  uite,  "|  AnTnoguil  xX"6bif\feo|;*\ccA  An  "oimiax) 
T)0  beAtiAt)  f olAf  Af ut  t)e  -]  -oo  bi  -OAlt  50  cexMin  btiA"6tiA.  A^uf 
CAinis  A  ccion  bliA"6nA  tn^f  a  \ka\X)  tTlocu'OA,  1  "oo  gAb  Aitpise  *] 
cugAT)  A  pA"Ox\|\c  "OO  1  -oo  impuig  mxMlle  le  5AitAT)eActif. 

"La  eite  CAini5  neAc  f AogAtCA  ■oionnfui'be  ITIocti-oA  -]  AmAc 
leif  bAlb-bo5Af\  -]  *oo  51115  tTlocuDA  fo  ha  ftAnugAt),  -]  "oo  |\in 
tTlociiT)A  tif\nAi5te  cum  "Oia  Af\A  fon  *]  AT)iibAif\i:: — "AttiAC,"  Af\ 
fe,  "  eif c  A5iif  lAbAifv  nit)."  "OpiAeASAip  An  mAc  50  tuAc  ■{ 
A*oubAi|AC : — "A  -ouine  T)e,  biAonnAimtne  |?ein  -j  moi5|\eAcc  50 
bjAAC    "otnc/'    "]    *oo    bi    flAn    6    fin    aitiac    lonA    bAtlAib    7    inA 

CeA'OfA'OAlb. 

\.A    eite    tAini5    'otnne    65    a\\    cctncmi  if  An    tuib|\e  cum 

IHOCU-OA    1    X)fOltlf15    ACfUAt)A    "J    AbOCCACC    "DO,    "]    T)0    5UI5    flOn 

A\yA  fon  "I  "OO  bi  flAn. 

I.A  eile   CAims  -ouine  50  TTIocu-oa  1  a  a^ai-o  nA  tiAonclAti 

-]  *00  5UI5  1TIOCU*OA  A|\A  fon  1  bi  fOCpAlt)  a  AgAlt)  1A|A  fin. 

La  eile  a  nAimfip  CAfAig  tAini5   -ouine  bocc  50  TTIoCu-oa 

50    f Alb   A   ITIAinifClfX   tlAltin  -]  "OO   lAf  A|\  -OA  X)Arh    •]    CfeAbAC   An 

lA  fin  -00  cfeAbA-o,  A5Uf  -oo  bi  tnoCu-OA  mAf  A-oub|\AmAf — ni 
^AbA-O  fe  Ainmi5te  Afi  bit  Aise  if  An  mAinifcif,  6if  AfiA-o 
AfhAnAig  -00  bio-o  a  forriAfv  1  A5  ffeACAf^  nA  CAtAtiiAn  -oo.  Asuf 
-00  5Aif  neA6  -oa  feAfboncAOib  cuise  -OAt\  b'Ainm  Ao-OAn,  "j 
A-oubAifC,  ''6ifi5  fon  ccoilt  if  neAfA  -ouic,"  Af  fe,  '^-j  CAbAii\ 
•OA  fiA-o  teAc  Aifce  -J  eifig  teif  An  -ouine  u-o,  Aguf  bi  fein  A5Uf 
1A-0  A5  cpeAbA-o  *o6  Af  An  eAfAc  fo."  Asuf  -00  fin  Ao"6An 
50  riuttiAl  mAf  A-oubAifC  ITIocu-OA  fif,  Olf  UU5  An  X>A  pAt>  leif  1 
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fruit?"  [said  the  druid].  Mochuda,  for  the  third  time,  blessed 
the  branch  and  it  produced  a  quantity  of  fruit.  The  druid  said  : — 
"Follower  of  Christ,  cause  the  fruit  to  ripen."  Mochuda  blessed 
the  tree  and  the  fruit,  fully  ripe,  fell  to  the  earth.  The  druid 
picked  up  an  apple  off  the  ground  and  examining  it  he  saw  it  was 
quite  sour,  whereupon  he  objected: — "Such  miracles  as  these  are 
worthless  since  it  leaves  the  fruit  uneatable."  Mochuda  blessed 
the  apples  and  they  all  became  sweet  as  honey,  and  in  punishment 
of  his  opposition  the  hiagician  was  deprived  for  a  year  of  his 
eyesight.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  came  to  Mochuda  and  did 
penance,  whereupon  he  received  his  sight  back  again  and  he 
returned  home  rejoicing. 

On  another  occasion  there  came  to  Mochuda  a  secular  who 
brought  with  him  his  deaf  and  dumb  son  whom  he  besought  the 
saint  to  heal.  Mochuda  prayed  to  God  for  him  and  said,  "My 
son,  hear  and  speak."  The  boy  answered  immediately  and  said, 
"Man  of  God,  I  give  myself  and  my  inheritance  to  yon  for  ever," 
and  thenceforth  he  possessed  the  use  of  all  his  senses  and  members. 

Another  day  a  young  man  who  had  contracted  leprosy  came 
to  Mochuda  showing  him  his  misery  and  his  wretched  condition. 
The  saint  prayed  for  him  and  he  was  restored  to  health. 

At  another  time  there  came  to  Mochuda  a  man  whose  face 
was  deformed.  He  besought  the  saint's  aid  and  his  face  was 
healed  upon  the  spot. 

On  3^et  another  occasion  in  the  springtime  a  poor  man  who 
dwelt  some  distance  from  the  monastery  of  Rahen,  came  to 
Mochuda,  and  asked  the  loan  of  two  oxen  and  a  ploughman  to  do 
a  day's  ploughing  for  him.  But  Mochuda,  as  we  have  alread}^ 
said,  had  no  cattle,  for  it  was  the  monks  themselves  who  dug 
and  tilled  the  soil.  Mochuda  summoned  one  of  his  labourers  named 
Aodhan  whom  he  ordered  to  go  into  the  nearest  wood  to  bring 
back  thence  a  pair  of  deer  with  him  and  to  go  along  with  them 
to  the   poor  man  to  do  the  spring  work  for  him.     Aodhan  did 
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•oo  clitixM-o  teif  xMi  -otiine  mbocc  -|  -oo  ii)A'OA\\  a^  z\\eAt)A'6  no  50 
cxiftiic  •boit)  -)  -oitntis  -ATI  p^-oxic  T)a  nionnAt)Ait>  ^ein  -]  *oo 
lomptiis  Aot)^n  50  Vit\ocux)A. 

\.A  eile  c^ini5  *ouine  a\\  nA  X)UA^'6\\eAt^  6  nA  *oe-Arhnuib  50 
ITIoctiT)^  1  *oo  fU\nui5  \Y\ociiX)A  50  tu^t  e  a\\  troiotcuiii  rtA 
n-oeAmAu  UAtfA  i  -oimtis  A\y  ccAb^ific  Sj^^fA  -oo  T>)a  -j  "oo 
tHocu-Oxi. 

X.A  eile  ^fv  lYJbeit  •oon^  m^nc^ig  tiile  a^  -oeAnAvn  f  AotAijt  1 
tittrhoi'oe,  1  tDo  cuAit)  1Tlocti*OA  "oon  ttmilexinn  te  cui*o  r\A  vr\Ar\AC 
x>A  rheilc  -Agtif  •00  conc^'Oxitv  nx\onrh-A|A  5-A'0-Ai5te  fin  a-^a  |\Ait> 
puAt  "oof An,  -]  -oo  le-Anfx^t)  e  "O-a  trix3Lf\t)x\'6  -Agiif  "00  Ctiip  xxn  ce-Ann 
•oo  bi  ojAptA  5x\c  ne^c  -oiob  *oo  feip  ui|\'o  cum  An  rhtntmn. 
Aguf  niop  pxXT)  xNoinex\c  -oiob  -out  AyzeAC  Ar\r\  a\\  r\A  ccoifmex^fg 
6  t^fxMp  -o^fx^ccAis  teinnci'se  -oo  timpcex^lltns  An  mtnleAnn  \:a 
^cuA^\Kz,  A\y  zzeAcr  6  5p*\fxMb  *Oe  X)o  fAOfAx\  ITIocu'oa  a\\,  nA 
ft-A'OxMgtib.  Aguf  -DO  biT)if  5^  fre-A6uin  C|\e  f)Of\uf  An  rhuilinn  1 
e  t^A^\\eAnnA  mA  co-oIa  -|  uam[\  eile  a  neArhco*olA.  Aguf  -AntixM|A  -oo 
f^Ap^iS  An  cox)lA  -oo  rsiip  An  mtnlexxnn  «ai*6  f?ein  -j  ^nu^ifi  -oo 
e1|A5eA^'6  Af  a  co-oIa  "oo  glu-Aif  ^n  muilleAn  v^A^t>  |:ein.  A^uf 
•oiompuige-AtD^IA  An  -opoins  fin  cum  -a  ccise^xpn-A  -j  -oo  innifeA-o- 
A\y  -oo  5AC  nit)  x^•ocon*^f^c<^•Ox^f,  ■]  6*0  ctJx\l-A  fium  fin  -oo  g^b 
fex\f5  mbf  e,  -|  'oeifig  cum  An  rhuilinn  "oo  mAfb-At)  THocutDA. 
Aguf  no  conn^ifc  m-Af  •00  concA-OAf  ca6  1  nioji  bfei*oif  leif 
ufCoi-oe-AX)  *oo,  Aguf  -oo  lompuig  m^f  a  fAib  a  rhuinceAf  ■] 
-A  •oubAifc  fiu,  "An^m  Ann  fo  no  50  bf AgAm  AmA6  e  oif  tieAgAl 
•ouinn  50  n^AiffeAt!)  fe  coimifce  "j  ni  md  aza  ba^Ia  AlAirhe 
ofuinn."  A^uf  CAinig  tHocu"OA  gAifiT)  nA  •61A15  fin  AmA6  i 
Aeif e  Aif .  Aguf  -oo  f iteA*OAf  nA  ^A-oAigite  cuige  1  niof  f eAt) 
fiAT)  uf coiT)  Af  bit  -oo  *oeAnAm  *6o,  6if  mAf  *oo  cAifgeAt)  feAf 
•oiob  Afm  *oo  5lUAf Acc  -oo  feACAi^oif  a  lAttiA  "I  ni  f ia'oa'O  AOn 
cof  -oo  cuif  •oiob.  Aguf  •OO  5U15  THocu'Oa  ia^o  50  leigmif 
•oo  -oul  le  nA  eifi,  1  *oo  ^eAll  fo  nA  cfei-oiorh  1  fo  nA  bfeitif 

50     CCIOCfAt)     CUCA    Afif     Alf     ccio-olACAn     A     eifl.        AgUf     X)0 
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dutifully  all  that  Mochuda  bade  him — ^he  found  the  two  deer, 
went  with  the  poor  man  and  ploughed  for  him  till  the  work  was 
completed  when  the  deer  returned  to  their  habitat^  and  Aodhan 
to  Mochuda. 

On  another  day  there  came  to  Mochuda  a  man  troubled  by 
the  devil.  Mochuda  cured  him  at  once,  driving  the  demons  from 
him  and  the  man  went  his  way  thanking  God  and  Mochuda. 

Once,  when  the  brethren  were  at  work  in  the  fields  and  in  the 
kitchen,  Mochuda  went  to  the  mill  to  grind  meal  for  the  monk's 
use,  and  nine  robbers,  who  hated  him,  followed  with  the  intention 
of  murdering  him.  The  chief  of  the  band  sent  each  member 
of  the  gang  to  the  mill  in  turn.  Not  one  of  them  however 
could  enter  the  mill  because  of  a  violent  flame  of  fire  which 
encircled  the  building  round  about,  through  the  goodness  of  God 
protecting  Mochuda  from  the  robbers.  The  latter,  through  the 
mill  door,  watched  Mochuda  who  slept  portion  of  the  time  and 
was  awake  another  portion.  And  while  he  slept  the  mill  stopped 
of  itself,  and  while  he  was  awake  it  went  of  its  own  accord.  The 
gang  thereupon  returned  to  the  chief  and  told  him  all  they  had 
seen,  which,  when  he  heard,  he  became  enraged.  Then  he  hastened 
himself  to  the  mill  to  kill  Mochuda.  But  he  experienced  the 
same  things  as  all  the  others  and  he  was  unable  to  hurt 
Mochuda.  He  returned  to  his  followers  and  said  to  them — "Let 
us  stay  here  till  he  comes  out  of  the  mill,  for  we  need  not 
fear  that  he  will  call  help  nor  need  we  fear  his  arm."  Shortly 
afterwards  Mochuda  came  out  carrying  his  load.  The  robbers 
rushed  on  him,  but  they  were  unable  to  do  him  any  injury  for 
as  each  man  of  them  tried  to  draw  his  weapon  his  hands  became 
powerless,  so  he  was  unable  to  use  them.  Mochuda  requested 
them  to  allow  him  pass  with  his  burden  and  he  promised  them 
on  his  credit  and  his  word  that  he  should  return  to  them  when 
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ct^enDeA-o-Atx  a\[  fin  -oo,  i  -oimtisfion  -)  -of^guib  a  6ui"o  mine  ifin 
cuccAp,  "]  -oiompins  pem  50  liuttiAt  x^fif  xiccoinne  AtriApctv-A, 
x^stif  hA  "0015  te  nA  -oeifgiobtAib  ^tifVAb  AnionnAt!)  UAigneAt 
•00  ctiuAi*6  T)o  -oeAnArh  ti|\nAi5te  m^fv  -p^  gnAC  teif.  Aguf  A|\ 
cce-A6c  6um  n^  n5-A*oui5ce  "oo,  •00  tAifseADAji  a  rhAfbAt)  At\ 
rhopAn  -oo  6o|itiit)  1  niof  f?eA'Of At)  e,  *]  vnA\y  "oo  conAfCA'OAfv  nA 
niio|\t)tiiUe  fin  "oo  fonfAC  Aitfige  1  cti5A*0Af  ia*o  fein  -oo  *Oia  -j 
X)0  THocu'OA  50  bfAC  -J  T)0  t^A-OAf  50  llAimf1|\  A  mbAif  fA 
foifceA-OAit  "I  fA  fiAgAit  TTIocu-oA  1  *oo  tiAitf If eAt)  mofAn 
•ooitDfijcit)  stoftriAf A  nAorhcA  OfCA  lAf  fin. 

Ia  eile  CAini5  An  CAingeAt  6um  tTloCu'OA  inA  ttiAinifCif 
fein  A  tlAiteAn  -j  A*otit>Aifc  fif : — T)o  Aitin  -oo  cigeAfnA  t)tiic  "0111 
Aniog  -oionnftn-Oe  true  pio-OAig,  tlig  CiAffAije  tuACfA  -oot) 
*6uttiAi5  fein  lonniif  50  ccugtA  comAoin  1  fACAft)A  "Oo  oif 
Af  'oeifeA'O  x)A  beACA  fAOgAlCA.  T)fiAffvtii5  Tnotu-OA  •oon 
Ain^eAt  cionnuf  *oo  fAcliAt)  Ar\  Ia  fin  AcCiAffAige  o  UAitin 
A^tif  "OO  to5uit>  An  CAinget  teif  e  a  ccAfbAC  ceinncise  if  An 
Aef  no  50  fAini5  An  cionnA-o  AfAib  An  tlis  -]  cus  tTloCu'OA 
coiriAoin  "I  fACAft)A  "00,  *]  CU5  An  "Rig  -oo  f An  AtmfAnA  lonrOA 
1  *oo  c1iiiAi"6  cum  nirhe.  Agiif  "oo  ctiuAit)  tTloctiT)A  An  Ia  ceA-onA 
cAf  Aif  50  TlAitin  "I  f uAif  nA  bf Atf e  A5  ceileAbf At)  AneAfbAfCA 
innce. 

La  eile  CAinig  tTloCuT)A  Af  ctJAifc  cum  CotmAin  Gile  -oa 
rhAinifcif  fein  .1.  l^Ann  61a  *oa  lAffAix)  teif  t>o  corhAfuugAt) 
cumbA  *6o  inA  ttiAinifcif  fein  .1.  a  TlAiceAn,  6if  fA  beAf  *oo 
CotmAn  50  ccomAftuigeAt)  fe  mAitte  fe  tiAinstib  nA  fo6Aif 
cumbA'OA  iom"6A  *]  fUAif  6  *C>^A  gibe  cumbA  corhAftocAt)  fe  nAC 
fACtiAt)  Aniffionn  neAC  x>a  nAT!)tAicfit)e  Ann.  AxmbAifC 
CotmAn  fe  1TIociit)a; — ^'Gifig  *oot)  cionnAX)  fein  -|  leAnfAiDfA 
cu  An  5  rhA-o.  Ia  o  Aniug."  Agiif  CAinig  mo6ut)A  -oa  tij  fein  -j 
•00  bi  Ann  50  ceAnn  An  cuismeAX)  Ia,  "j  ni  CAinig  ColmAn  An  tA 
fin  1  -oo  cbuAit)  fin  Afif  50  CotmAn  -j  A*otibAifc : — ''A  ACAif , 
cfeAT)    tnme   nAf    66mAittif    mAf    *oo    geAttAif."       A*oubAifc 


1 


LIFE   OF   ST.    MOCHUDA.  99 

he  had  deposited  the  sack  in  safety.  They  took  his  word  and  he 
went,  deposited  his  bag  of  meal  in  the  kitchen,  and  returned  meekly 
to  martyrdom.  The  brethren  imagined  he  had  gone  to  a  quiet 
place  for  prayer  as  was  his  custom.  When  he  returned  to  the 
robbers  they  drew  their  weapons  several  times  to  kill  him  but  they 
were  unable  to  do  so.  Seeing  this  wonder  they  were  moved  to 
repentance  and  they  gave  themselves  to  God  and  to  Mochuda 
for  ever  and,  till  the  time  of  their  death,  they  remained  under 
his  guidance  and  rule  and  many  subsequent  edif3dng  and  famous 
acts  of  theirs  are  recorded. 

An  angel  came  to  Mochuda  at  Rahen  on  another  occasion 
announcing  to  him  the  command  of  God  that  he  should  go  that 
same  day  to  Mac  Fhiodaig,  king  of  his  own  region  of  Kerry  Luachra, 
and  administer  to  him  Holy  Communion  and  Confession  as 
he  was  on  the  point  of  death.  Mochuda  asked  the  angel  how  he 
could  reach  Kerry  that  day  from  Rahen.  The  angel  thereupon 
(for  reply)  took  him  up  through  the  air  in  a  fiery  chariot  until  they 
arrived  at  the  king's  residence.  Mochuda  administered  Holy 
Communion  and  Confession  and  the  king  having  bestowed 
generous  alms  upon  him  departed  hence  to  glory.  Mochuda 
returned  that  same  day  to  Rahen  where  he  found  the  community 
singing  vespers. 

On  another  occasion  Mochuda  visited  Colman  Ela  at  the 
latter's  monastery  of  Lannelly  and  requested  Colman  to  come  with 
him  to  consecrate  for  him  his  cemetery  at  Rahen,  for  Colman,. 
assisted  by  angels,  was  in  the  habit  of  consecrating  cemeteries  and 
God  gave  him  the  privilege  that  no  one  should  go  to  hell  who  was 
interred  in  a  grave  consecrated  by  him.  Colman  said  to  him  : — 
*' Return  home  and  on  the  fifth  day  from  now  I  shall  follow." 
Mochuda  returned  home,  where  he  remained  till  the  fifth  day, 
when,  seeing  that  Colman  had  not  arrived  he  came  again  to  the 
latter.  "Father,"  said  he,  "why  have  you  not  kept  your 
promise  "?     To  which  Colman  replied,  "I  came  and  an  angel  with 
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Coltn^n  : — ""Oo  cuA'Otifx^  Aingiot  mAitle  |\iotTi  An  Ia  fin  ")  "oo 
conu\|\tiii5iof  cunib>A  -]  lompuigfi,  -j  -oo  geAt)^  cii  if  An  ccexMin 
ceAf  T)ox)  cfe^lt-A  fein  <\f  n-A  toirjAftCiSAt)  e,  i  "oein  fein  "oo 
f\eif  rriAfi  aza  fin  coriu\ftut5ce  e,  •]  n-A|v  Ab  Aix)t)fex^C  leAC 
-AU'iijiot)  6i|A  cotriAft66A|A  cuaitixJi  Af  tno  in^  fin  X)tnc  o  nA 
tiAingiolAib  If  An  iriAinifcif  currroocAf  *ouic  if  An  \\Ann  ce^f 
•o^ifinn  .1.  A  tiof-tllof."  -O^S^r  "oo  lompuig  mo6u-OA  -]  x)0 
fUAif  cuinbA  Af  nA  cortiAftujAt)  mA\y  A-oubAifc  ColniAn. 

Sa  nAitnfi^  fin  c^inseA-OAf  cleifij  za\k  SliAb  tuAcifA  a 
5coi5Cfi6  CiAffAige  cum  nA  lieAgAitfe  AfAib  An  015  nAorhtx\  .1. 
Ice  A  n-Aoib  on6|\AC  ConAlt  ^^^^r-^^-  '^S^f  "oo  bi  le^nb  65  inA 
cnme^NCCAin  "j  mAf  "oo  conAifC  Ice  A^n  tcAtib  65  -oo  cAOit)  50 
feAfb.  Aguf  "OfiAffeA-oAf  nA  cleifi^  -oi  c|\eA*o  tnm  a  fAib  A5 
CA01  A^A  bf  Aicfin  fein.  A*oubAifC  fifi: — "Af  conAC  AnuAif  *oo 
5eineA*o  An  niAC  65  f6  inbiJ|\  bfoCAif  6if  Af  Ann  At)l6ccA|\  e 
AiCCUAtiiA  Af  nAC  fVACliA  neAC  Aniffionn,  -]  Af  olc  UomfA  ik\6 
Ann  fin  biAT)  fein  AX)lAicce.''  tDfiASffinjeA-OAf  nA  cleifij, 
CIA  An  cuinbA  AnA-oLAicfigeAf  e.  ''AcctiAnn  TDucbuDA,"  Af  fi, 
"nAC  fuit  fof  Af  nA  (i6rhAfcu$A'6,  AncAn  biAf  but)  glofrhAf 
onoifeAC  e.''  A^uf  -oo  coirhlionAt!)  fin,  6if  -oo  bi  An  leAnb  pn 
nA  niAnA6  A5  tTlocuDA  fA  'oeoig  -]  "oo  Iia*61aca'6  e  accuahyi 
iriAinifCfeAC  teAfA  ttloif  mAf  A^oubAifc  1ce. 

"La  eite  "Oo  tuic  teAnb  "Oo  "Of  oiCeAt)  HAiceAnn  if  An  Abuinn 
1  *oo  bACAt)  e,  1  T)o  bi  a  Cofp  Ia  -j  01*666  gAn  f a^aiI  i  Af  ua 

fAJAll    'OO    ClO-OlACA-O    50    tnoCU*OA    e.       AgUf    -oo    $Ab    CfbCAIfe 

tfO  e  bif  ni  f  Alb  Aon  triAC  a^a  AtAif  acc  6,  ■}  -OAicbeo-bAit)  6  bAf 
6.  Aguf  TJO  oil  fein  lAf  fin  fe  tiAimfif  f a*oa  e  i  a\\  mbeic  ua 
ttJAC  Atrifoifbci  "oo  *ooCuif  x)a  "oucAig  fein,  .i.  50  'OeAtbnA,  e. 
A^uf  "OO  geineAt)  meic  "j  ingeAnA  UAit)  1  cug  fe  e  fein  -j 
AclAnn  "00  T)iA  i  "OO  1T1o6u-oa  Aguf  cug  AoijfeACc,  *]  mAifitb  fCf 
A  flio6c  Ag  -oeAnAm  fOgAncA  ua  mAinifCfeAc  -]  Afeifbife. 

"La  eigin  CAinis  HIoCu-oa  b  CiAff Ai^e  •]  AlmfAnA  ionit)A  leif 
50  tlAicben  1  A5  ceACc  "Oo  a  scoigcf  ic  tDeAlbnA  tAim  f  if  An  loC 
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me  that  day  and  consecrated  your  cemetery.  Return  now  and 
you  will  find  it  marked  (consecrated)  on  the  south  side  of  your 
own  cell.^®  Lay  it  out  as  it  is  there  indicated  and  think  not  that 
its  area  is  too  small,  because  a  larger  will  be  consecrated  for  you 
later,  by  the  angels,  in  the  southern  part  of  Erin,  namely — in 
Lismore."  Mochuda  returned  and  found  the  cemetery  duly 
marked  as  Colman  had  indicated. 

About  the  same  time  clerics  came  across  Slieve  Luachra  in  the 
territory  of  Kerry  to  the  church  of  Ita,  the  renowned  abbess  of  Conall 
Gabhra.^^  They  had  with  them  a  child  upon  seeing  whom  Ita 
wept  bitterly.  The  clerics  demanded  why  she  cried  at  seeing  them, 
"Blessed,"  she  answered,  "is  the  hour  in  which  that  youth  in  your 
company  was  born,  for  no  one  shall  ever  go  to  hell  from  the 
cemetery  in  which  he  will  be  buried,  but,  alas,  for  me,  that  I  cannot 
be  buried  therein. ' '  The  clerics  asked  what  cemetery  it  was  in  which 
he  should  be  buried.  "In  Mochuda's  cemetery,"  said  she,  "which 
though  it  be  as  yet  unconsecrated  will  be  honoured  and  famous  ^^ 
in  times  to  come."  This  all  came  to  pass,  for  the  youth  afterwards 
became  a  monk  under  Mochuda  and  he  is  buried  in  the  monastic 
cemetery  of  Lismore  as  Ita  had  foretold. 

A  child  on  another  occasion  fell  off  the  bridge  of  Rahen  into 
the  river  and  was  drowned.  The  body  was  a  day  and  a  night 
in  the  water  before  it  was  recovered.  Then  it  was  brought  to 
Mochuda  who,  moved  with  compassion  for  the  father  in  his  loss 
of  an  only  son,  restored  the  boy  to  life.  Moreover  he  himself 
fostered  the  child  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards  and  when 
the  youth  had  grown  up,  he  sent  him  back  to  his  own  country  of 
Delbhna.  Mochuda's  foster  son  begat  sons  and  daughters  and  he 
gave  himself  and  them,  as  well  as  his  inheritance,  to  God  and 
Mochuda,  and  his  descendants  are  to  this  day  servile  tenants  of 
the  monastery. 

Once  as  Mochuda,  with  large  offerings,  was  returning  from 
Kerry  to  Rahin  he  passed  through  the  confines  of  Delbhna  by  the 
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fve  nAX)Ai[\tAi[K  loc  tTluincitie  "oo  ttiic  -Ati  oi"6ce  o\\tA.  Aguf 
■pux\|AA*o-Af  piompxv  xMp  ^n  fUge  |^ocx^  fOjluxMj^ce  -oo  finne  f AOfv 
•oo  t)i  AS  *oe-Anx^rh  mtiilinn  xMja  xmi  uifse  *oo  ti5e^*6  on  loc 
Ar)uX)i(\AmA\y  upe  •D1omx^01ne^f .  A^uf  trix^f  -oo  gluxMfCA'O  An  |Aot 
>A'otit!)|\xMnxifv  -oo  gnio-D  pog-AjA  m6tA-1on5^ncA^c  i  "oo  cuAtAt)  e  6 
rhtJincifv  Tnocti*ox^.  Aguf  but)  clof  >A|:o5x^|A  if  n^  bAilcib  but) 
corhpoguf  *oo  *]  *oei|\5eAT)Afv  "o^oitie  lonrO-A  AmA6  pon  bpogx^t^ 
fin  m^itte  fe  coimijACib  i  ^e  got-Aib  mof a  "o^  fiof  c|\eA*o  X)o  fin 
e.  'Oo  gxMb  eA^5lx^  rhof  mtnnnce-Af  tTlo6ii*ox^  foirhe  nx\  g^ifib  fin 
•DO  cu^tx^-o-Af  1  -00  ciix\*o^f  A  neic  1  A  ccxxptntt  fein  UAtA,  *]  •oo 
cuifeAT)x\f  x^  neifCxx-Ox^  X)iob  "]  x^f  xif  ei^in  -oo  fugA-OAf  oftx\. 
A^uf  *oo  ting  1Tloct>*OA  -At)bx^f  n^  neite  fin  -]  ^-otib^ifc  fif  nA 
fxJiOf Alb  t)o  fin  x^n  f^f  '01orhx^o1ne*^c  fin,  50  mbei'oif  fgx^oitce  a 
f Ann^ib  eAXAXYilA  G1fex^nn  "]  n^c  bex^■o  fei'oin  via  CAifbe  "oiob  i 
n^c  cfiocnoi"oif  -An  minleAnn  *oo  tionfgnxi'O-Af  "]  50  mA'6  ne^Mti- 
tofCAC  tniotxXfbeAC  a  fliocc  X)a  nDeif.  1li  G^nnA  A'oeAfCAf 
fiu  Aniu^. 

X.A  eigin  ciini5  IDocu-oa  ^uf  An  ionnA*o  fe  nAX)Ai[KZA\K 
CluAin  "bfennAinn  1  -oo  bA*OAf  iiblA  lonroA  if  An  bAile  fin,  Aguf 
•oiAffA'OAf  "oeifsiobAit  tTlo6u*OA  nit)  -oonA  bubtAib  t)o,  1  -oo  eA\K 
An  tubsuifceoif  ia*o.  AiDubAifc  1TloctiT)A: — "On  mbliA-OAin  fo 
AmAC  ni  fAffAiT)  ubtA  Aif  An  tubgofc  fo  50  bfAt."  Aguf  *oo 
flop  At)  AtriAil  *oo  geAtt. 

'Oo  bA*OAf  -OA  t)eif5iobAl  X  A5  tTlocu'OA  *]  but)  mof  AnurhlA 
if  An  mAinifcif  .1.  CAOinctie  mAc  tDeAUAin  -oo  b'e  bA  ceA^orhAnAc 
A  TlAitin,  1  Cntjcoinoc,  -\  Cfi  true  tlAfCAinn  .1.  gobAn  "j  Sf ApbAn  "| 
tAiff en,  -]  TTIutuA  tugAif ,  -j  tTlocomoc  eite,  ■]  Aot)An,  1  fAccnA,  1 
CoinceAnn,  -]  pionntoj,  -|  tTlocomoc  "oo  bi  iua  bOAfbog  f a  t)eoi5. 
XVguf  *oo  but)  T)Oicf ei*oce  a  rheAT)  "oob  urhAt  An  "Of omjfo  1  "oo 
bfCAtuAS  tnocuT)A  cocfotnusAt)  Af  A  nefe  fo  foirh  AmbAf  -j  *oo 
curfTOAis  feAtlAt)A  iomt)A  t)oib  lonnuf  50  mbeAt)  folAf  ei^in 
Acu  AnAimfif  AfeAnofOAcuA  ai[\a  rheA-o  *oob  urriAt  iat)  iua  noige. 
A^uf  -DO  CAfngAiffe  mof An  -oo  triAit  t)oib.       Aguf  -oo  fin  [    ] 
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lake  called  Muincine^^  where  he  and  his  party  were  overtaken 
by  night.  They  found  here  before  them  by  the  roadside  revolving 
wheels,  which  an  artisan,  who  was  erecting  a  mill  on  the  stream 
from  the  lake,  had  set  up  for  a  joke.  As  the  wheels  revolved  they 
made  a  terrific  noise  which  was  heard  by  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages  aroused  by 
the  noise  rushed  out,  with  appeals  for  help  and  loud  cries,  to 
investigate  the  matter.  Mochuda's  people  were  frightened  by  the 
din  and  their  pack  and  riding  horses  stampeded  and  lost  their  loads 
and  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  they  were  caught  agahi. 
Mochuda  knew^  what  caused  the  noise  and  he  told  the  workmen 
who  had  played  this  mischievous  trick  that  they  should  be  scattered 
throughout  the  different  provinces  of  Ireland,  that  they  should  be 
always  worthless  and  unprofitable,  that  the  mill  they  were  engaged 
on  should  never  be  finished  and  that  their  progeny  after  them 
should  be  a  valueless  race  of  mischief-makers.     These  latter  are 

called  the  Hi-Enna  to-day/*^ 

One  day  Mochuda  came  to  a  place  called  Cluain-Breanainn 
where  apples  abounded.  His  followers  asked  some  apples  for  him 
but  the  orchard  owner  refused  them.  Said  Mochuda: — "From 
this  day  forward  no  fruit  shall  grow  in  your  orchard  for  ever," 
and  that  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled. 

Mochuda  had  in  his  monastery  twelve  exceedingly  perfect 
disciples,  scil.  : — Caoinche  Mac  Mellain,'*^  who  was  the  first  monk 
to  enter  Rahen ;  Mucoinog"^^;  the  three  sons  of  Nascainn — Goban, 
Straphan,  and  Laisren^^;  Mulua^^;  Lugair'^^ ;  Mochomog  Eile'*^; 
Aodhan'*^ ;  Fachtna  Coinceann'*^  ;  Fionnlog'*^  and  Mochomog  who 
became  a  bishop  later.  The  virtue  of  these  monks  surpassed 
beUef  and  Mochuda  wished  to  mitigate  their  austerities  before  their 
death.  He  therefore  built  separate  cells  for  them  that  they  might 
have  some  comfort  in  their  old  age  as  a  reward  for  their  virtue  in 
youth ;    moreover  he  predicted  blessings  for  them.     He  made  [a 
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'Don  neAC  A•otlt^pA1n<^|l  tttx^f  .1.  tTlocx\e  m-AC  tTletl^in  *o-a  troeAtiriA 
f  e  fe^lt-A  irixMC  fx^n  lonn^x)  t^e  nx^bAjit-At^  Ctu-Ain  -o-a  Ctix^nn.  A^tif 
-A-otitJAifc  fvif : — ''tli  tix\nn  fo  tjixif  ceifeijij^e  -a6c  An  lonnAX)  eile 
lonxijA  -oeonxMS  T)m  t)tiic."  Asuf  •00  potiAt)  fin.  A'OubxMfC  fof '' 
ITIocti-OA  fie  *oeif5iobAl  eite  -oo  .1.  |\e  pxx^A: — "t1i  ti-Ann  fo  biAf 
ceifei|\5e  56  •00  finne-AfA  fe-AltA  -btnc  Ann,  6i|\  beiT)  cfi  hini-o 
eile  A^AX),  gi-oeAt)  if  AbfocAif  compAnAi$  'otJic  fein  -oiot)  .1. 
Ao'6An,  'OO  tAifi,  1  t)ixM'o  ceifefge  -a  ccoigcfic  0  Uofn-A  *] -Af 
u-Aic  fein  AinmneocAf  An  oonnA-o  fin.''  Agtif  *oo  curh*OAi*6 
ITIocu'O-A  fe-AtlA  eite  -oon  Aeg-An  fin  Accfioc  0  Uofn-A  t-Airh  fe 
SUaX)  ItiAtfA.  Aguf  A*otit>-Aifc  tnocti*OA  fif  50  fAi'oerhuit 
*'Uioccfe-AT)  CAife  "oo  coiriroeifcipbAil  ctjgA'o  -Ann  fo  .1.  fiA^nA 
1  Af  tJA'O-A  AinmneocAf  -An  ionnA*o  fo."  Agtif  "oo  fiofA-b  r\A 
fuigle  fin,  6if  -Af  CeAH-f^ACViA  -A'oe-Aft-Af  fif  An  ccill  fin 
<Aniti5,  -J  ce-Alt  Ae^Ain  -A*out)-AfC-AOi  fi-A  -Af  ccwf.  Agiif  'oo  fin 
f Ai*6eoifecc  *oo  -Ofoins  eile  'oiob  1  'oo  fiof-AX)  ia-q. 

Aimf eAf  eile  -oo  f Agb-AX)  le^nt)  bocc  *oo  finest)  -AnA*OAlc-Af- 
nuf  1  50  f oIaC  lAirh  f e  m^inifcif  RAicin,  1  -co  tioile-A-O  -An  le-Anb 
fin  -A5  mucu-o-A  50  belt  n-A  e-Afbu^  *oo,  *]  ni  fAib  a  fiof  -Ai^e  An 
•ouine  cf  e^-o  -An  c-Ainm  -oo  s-Aff i-oe  -oe  n-A  fiof  -Acuifmigteoif i-oe. 
A-oub-Aifc  mocu*OA,  "An  le-Anb  fo,"  -Af  fe,  '"Oiom-A  if  -Ainm  -oo, 
1  Cofm-AC  Ainm  a  ACAf  -oo  fiol  OACACb  eACAig,"  o  nAbAfCAf 
clAnn  nGACAC  Gocaix).  A^tif  -oo  rhofA'OAf  cac  iiile  f Ai-6iceoif- 
eAcc  mocuT)A  'oe  fin  6if  ni  6  neAC  eile  fUAif  fin  acc  Ay  on 
SpiofA-o  riAorh.  A-owbAifC  mocu-OA  fe  'OiomA  Af  mbeit  nA 
eAfbos  "oo: — ''Bifig  50  ItiAt  a'o  -ouicix)  fein  An  Aoib  Cacac  fAn 
fAnn  ciAf  teAf  -oon  rhurhAn  6if  Af  Ann  biAf  ceifeifge,  1 
eif eocAi-^  cogA-o  1  ceAnnAific  rhof  i-oif  "oo  cineAt)  -j  -oo 
bf Aitf eACA  munA  n-oeACAf  50  ItiAC  X)A  ceAf Afgoin."  'Oo  gluAif 
T)iotnA  1  eAfpos  eile  -o-Af  bAinm  CuAnA  leif  bux)  -oeifciobAl  -oo 
moeu-OA,  Agtif  -DO  cbuA-OAf  A  n1b  Cacac,  f  -00  feAnmof  T)iomA 
Af  f ocuuin  -00  Ann  bfiACf a  T>e  -q-a  bf Atf Aib  -]  *oa  eiAnnrfiAicne, 
Ajtif  -oo  fin  fio-OAC  1A-0  1  "00  cum-ouijeA-o  mAinifCif  leif  innce 
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prophecy]  for  one  of  them,  mentioned  above,  scil.  : — Mochae 
Mac  Mellain,  for  whom  he  had  built  a  comfortable  cell  at  a  place 
called  Cluain-Da-Chrann.^^  He  said  to  him:  "Your  place  of 
resurrection  will  not  be  here  but  in  another  place  which  God 
has  given  you."  That  prediction  has  been  verified.  To  a  second 
disciple,  scil.: — Fiachna,  Mochuda  said: — ^"Your  resurrection 
will  not  be  in  this  place  though  I  have  made  you  a  cell  here  ;  you 
will  have  three  further  abiding  places,  nevertheless  it  will  be  with 
your  own  companion,  Aodhan,  that  your  remains  will  rest  and 
your  resurrection  will  be  in  the  territory  of  Ui  Torna,  and  it  is 
from  you  that  the  place  will  get  its  name."  For  this  Aegan  alljded 
to  Mochuda  likewise  built  another  cell  in  the  land  of  Ui  Torna 
close  by  Slieve  Luachra,  and  speaking  prophetically  he  said  to  him  : 
*'The  remains  of  your  fellow-disciple,  Fiachna,  will  be  carried  to 
you  hither  and  from  him  will  this  place  be  named."  That  state- 
ment has  been  verified,  for  the  church  is  now  called  Cill  Fiachna 
and  it  was  first  called  Cill-Aeghain.  Concerning  other  persons, 
Mochuda  prophesied  various  other  things,  all  of  them  have  come 
to  pass. 

A  child  born  of  secret  adultery  was  abandoned  close  by  the 
monastery  of  Rahen  and  Mochuda  fostered  the  child  until  he 
became  a  bishop,  though  no  one  knew  his  name  or  his  progenitors. 
Mochuda  said: — "This  child's  name  is  Dioma  and  his  father  is 
Cormac  of  the  race  of  Eochaidh  Eachach.  "^*  All  thereupon  magnified 
the  foreknowledge  of  Mochuda,  which  he  had  from  no  other  than 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Having  consecrated  him  bishop,^^  Mochuda  in- 
structed him  :  "  Go  in  haste  to  your  own  native  region  of  Hy-Eachach 
in  the  southern  confines  of  Munster  for  there  will  your  resurrection 
be.  War  and  domestic  strife  shall  arise  among  your  race  and 
kinsfolk  unless  you  arrive  there  soon  to  prevent  it."  Dioma  set 
out,  accompanied  by  another  bishop,  Cuana  by  name,  who  was 
also  a  disciple  of  Mochuda's.  They  travelled  into  Ibh  Eachach 
and  Dioma  preached  the  word  of  God  to  his  brethren  and 
tribesmen.  He  made  peace  between  them  and  they  built  a 
monastery  for  him  and  he  placed  himself,  his  kindred,  and  parish 
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"]  cti5  fe  pein  -j  x\cine  "j  xxpAifi^ifce  i  'oa  rtiAi^ifcifv  |ao5|\a"0ac  *oa 
tHocu-oxi  1  -oo  cpiocnAig  a  X)eAtA  50  coriAicc. 

Aimfip  eile  rAinig  IDocu-oa  6  R<MceAn  Abppouinfit)  ITIurhAn 
1  0^11115  A  cC^A]\]\^^t^e  Cuipce.  A^tif  cajiIa  x)o  C^ifbipe  rriAC 
CtAiorhtAin  -oo  bA  Rig  tDiirtiAn  50  f\Ait)  fe  Anc-Afi  fin  AlDuije 
Ctii]\ce  fAti  ion  AT)  AnT)eACAiT)  inoctiT)A.  UAini5  AncAn  fin  cao^v 
cincije  -J  *oo  teAg  CAif leAn  *oo  CAifleAnAib  An  tlig  1  *oo  mAjibA'a 
A  fiojAn  Ann  Agiif  tnof An  -oa  rtitnnncif  i  AttiAC  Aot)  mAC 
CAifbfe  Af  cctncim  An  cAifleAin  ofCA.  Agtif  *oo  mAfbAt)  Ann 
•OA  eAc  niAice  *oo  bio^o  Ag  lomcnp  CAfbAi*o  An  fi^.  T)o  5ui-6 
CAifbfe  TTlocu'OA  Ann  fin  fA  Aicbeo'ocAn  nA  fiojnA  a^u\'  au 
irieic,  "I  OX)  contiAifc  TTlocu'OA  cfei'oeArh  An  fij  -do  fin  ijfntiijte 
cum  'O1A  A1[[A  fon  -J  A-oubAifc  fiu : — "eifje."  Aguf  -oeifgeA-OAf 
-]  CU5  mocu-OA  flAn  -oon  fij  iat),  •]  cu^A'OAf  uite  sloife  Aguf 
molA  *oo  T)iA  -J  T)0  TTlocu'OA.  Aguf  cug  An  fij  off aIa  loriTOA 
•oo  •Of eAf Ann  1  "oo  f CAfboncuigcib.  Aguf  -oo  bi  neAC  "oiob  x'w 
teif  nAf  bAit  utiilujAT)  *oo  tTlocu*oA  An  AJAit)  Aitne  An  fij  cfe 
fOfniA-o  1  Cfe  'oiomuf.  A'oubAifC  TTlocu'OA: — "Racai-O  "oo 
f  lolfA  AtnbACA'O  -]  AnoijfCACi:  f  a  acacaijc  fiotnf  a,  bei"0  fi  50 
fioff urae  Agum ;  1  gibe  ncAC  bcAnfUf  -oiom  An  ni'6  "OO  jeAb  6 
ncAc  eite  bcAnf  Af  neAtti  -j  CAtAtri  -oe.^'  ^'S^V  "oo  cuai-o  An  f eAf 
fin  *]  Afiol  50  lUAC  *oon  bit. 

"UAif  eite  -00  cuif  TTlocu'OA  cfiof  ofOA  cum  peAfgufA  mic 
CfiomtAin  AfAib  fAtCAf  cfoicmn  te  ceinneAf  A\yAnn  Aif  1  Af 
n^AbAit  An  cfCAfA  cAfif  -oo,  mAitle  fe  beAnnoccuin  TTlocu'OA, 
•00  bi  flAn. 

AimfeAf  eile  *oo  bi  fij  tllurtiAn,  .1.  CacaI  mAC  Ao'Oa  if  An 
CAlAtri  Cuifce,  aii\  nA  CAflAnujA-o  o  gAtAfAib  eAXAmlA,  -oo  fin 
bogAf,  bACAC,  -oaU  "oe,  1  CAinig  TTIocu-oa  mAf  A\yA^X)  f6,  1  -oo 
jui-o  An  fi5  1  ACAfAi-o  e  uimi  AflAnugA'o.  A^uf  -oo  sui-o, 
lomoffo,  TTlocu'OA  Cum  T)ia  AfA  fon  1  'oo  6uif  cOitiAfCA  nA 
Of oice  ceAf CA  ai[\  Af uitib  i  a\\a  CUiAf  Aib  -]  -oo  bi  flAn  o  5AC  uile 
•oocAfhuil,  1  'OO  ctuineAT)  -]  "oo  ci-oeAC  50  foifbce,  -]  cug  CacaI 
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under  his  chosen  master,  Mochuda,  and  he  ended  his  life  (there) 
in  peace. 

On  another  occasion  Mochuda  travelled  from  Rahen  to  the 
provinces  of  Munster  and  entered  Ciarraighe  Corca.^^  It  happened 
that  Cairbre  Mac  Criomhthain,^^  who  was  king  of  Munster,  was 
at  that  time  in  Magh-Cuirce,  the  place  to  which  Mochuda  came. 
At  the  same  time  there  fell  a  fire  ball  which  destro^^ed  one  of  the 
king's  residences,  killing  his  wife,  many  of  his  people  and  his  son, 
Aodh  Mac  Cairbre,  who  were  buried  in  the  falling  ruin.  There  were 
killed  there  moreover  two  good  carriage  horses  of  the  king's. 
Cairbre  besought  Mochuda  that  he  would  restore  the  queen  and 
his  son  to  Hfe,  and  when  the  saint  saw  the  king's  faith  he  prayed 
for  him  to  God  and  then  addressing  the  dead  he  said, — "Arise." 
They  arose  thereupon  and  he  gave  them  safe  to  the  king  and  they 
all  gave  glory  and  thanks  to  God  and  Mochuda.  The  king  moreover 
made  large  offerings  of  land  and  servile  tenants  to  Mochuda.  But 
one  of  the  tenants,  through  pride  and  jealousy,  refused  to  obey 
Mochuda,  notwithstanding  the  king's  command.  Mochuda  said: 
"  Your  posterity  will  die  out  and  their  inheritance,  for  sake  of  which 
you  (mis)behave  towards  me,  shall  become  mine  for  ever  ;  whoso- 
ever takes  from  me  that  which  another  has  given  me  shall  be 
deprived  of  heaven  and  earth."  That  man  and  his  posterity  soon 
came  to  nought. 

On  another  occasion  Mochuda  sent  a  golden  belt  to  Fergus 
Mac  Criomhthan  who  suffered  from  uncleanness  of  skin  arising 
from  kidney  disease  and  upon  apphcation  of  the  girdle,  by  the 
blessing  of  Mochuda  he  recovered. 

Another  time  again  a  king  of  Munster,  Cathal  Mac  Aodha,^^ 
in  the  region  of  Cuirche,  was  a  sufferer  from  a  combination  of  com- 
plaints— he  was  deaf,  lame,  and  blind,  and  when  Mochuda  came 
to  see  him  the  king  and  his  friends  prayed  the  saint  to  cure  him. 
Mochuda  therefore  prayed  for  him  and  made  the  sign  of  the  cross 
on  his  eyes  and  ears  and  immediately  he  was  healed  of  all  his 
maladies — he  heard  and  saw  perfectly,  and  Cathal  gave  extensive 


108  XyOAtA   moCUT)A. 

|?ex\|\Aititi  rhopA  -00  "Oia  -j  -oo  tYloCu-OA  50  t)|\At,  .1.  OiteAn  CAtAit 
*I  Hof  t)eA5  -J  Kof  1T16f\  *]  Inif  pic.  Aguf  "oo  Cwitv  TTIoCtiT)A 
.A  Tlof  t)ex\5  b|\^itt\e  riAorhcxx  "oo  'bexMiArti  e-AgtAifi  Ann  Anonoifi 
T)e,  -Ajuf  "oo  tionfSAin  TTIoCu'oa  pein  m-AinifceAt^  "00  'Oe-AnArh 
An  1nif  pic  1  -oo  bi  Ann  fin  \yUAt>Am  lomlAn.  'Oo  6u\\\.  iA|\uni 
THocu'OA  Cfviti|\  -oonA  -oeifsiobtAib  A-oubtvAmAji  cuAf  .1.  cfvi  mic 
tlAfCAinn  .1.  5ot)An  CAfpog,  *]  S|\ApAn  fAgAfic,  "]  lAict^en  tiAorh  •] 
^n  ceAfpog  nAorhcA  T)Ai\'ooniAi5in  (cug  si^a-oa  -oon  T)t\oin5  f a  a 
bpiAgnAife  ITIo6ti"OA)  *oa  ccoimeA'o  fo  *]  -oa  ccongbAil  AfCAiX) 
foi|it)ce,  1  -OA  XX  eile  •00  b|\Aic|\it)  a  mAini|\ci|\  1nif  pic  inA 
lonnA-o  fein.  A^uf  -oiompuis  ITlocu-OA  ia|\  fin  50  UAiteAnn. 
A^uf  An  inif  fin  a  "oubf AmAfv,  Inif  pic,  if  lonnAX)  fionAorhtA  1, 
-J  t)iT)  'OAOine  focf Ait)teA6  innce  •00  gnAt. 

Aguf  "OO  bi  tno6ti*OA  A5  fiobAt  nA  ttlurhAn  foi^v  -j  -oo  ^Ab 
CAf  An  AbAinn  |\e  nAbAfCAOi  tleirh  AncAn  fin  -]  fe  nAbAfCAfv 
AbAinn  itlof  Annoif,  Aguf  -oo  ConnAifC  fe  tibAtt  mo|\  Aif  tAf  An 
AtA  CAf  A  fAib  fe  A5  gAbAil.  A^uf  "OO  tostiib  e  1  fU5  teif 
lonA  lAirn,  guf Ab  *oe  aca,  At  tlblA  a  bpcAftiib  tnuige.  Aguf 
'oiAf|\  An  giollA  An  cwbAtt  Af  trioCti'OA  1  ni  tug  "oo  e,  i 
A-oubAif c,  ''  T)o  -oeAnA  T)ia  f  eA*o  miof btnlteAt  iDon  wbAtl  f  o 
CfiomfA  Aniug  6if  ceAngrhtn-o  *6uinn  ingion  CuAnA  mic  CAilcin 
*]  A  lAfti  -oeAf  CAfbA-bCAC  "OA  nAC  fei^oif  te  Aoncof  -oo  Cufi  X)i 
Acc  A  belt  fince  fe  nA  cAob.  A^uf  flAnbCAf  i  mAitle  fe 
5fAfAib  *Oe  cfiT)  An  ubAlt."  Aguf  "oo  fiofA*b  fin.  Aguf  -oo 
<::onnAifC  tTlocn'OA  An  ingeAn  A5  fugfA  -j  A5  cltnce  fif  nA 
liingeAnAib  eile  a\k  fAit6e  An  bAite.  Aguf  -oo  clitiAit)  •oa 
liionnftii"be  *]  A*oiibAifc  fiA:  '^5^^  ^^  cubAlt  fo  a^at),"  Af  fe. 
Agiif  'OO  fin  fi  AlAfh  cte  turn  An  ubAill  mAf  "OO  gnAtinseAt). 
A'OubAif c  fion  :  ''  tli  bf uigte  tu  if  An  lAirh  fin  e  a6c  fin  An 
tAfh  eile  ctnge."  Agtif  Af  mbeit  ^oon  ingin  lAn  -oon  cfemiorh 
•OO  tAifs  An  lAtri  -beAf  -oo  gluAifioCc.  Agiif  no  bi  Af  An  lAtAif 
fin  lAn  -oo  neAfC,  *oo  ftnl,  i  *oo  gltiAifeACC,  Aguf  *oo  5IAC  An 
cubAll  le.      "Dat)  f AilceA6  50  mbf  ca6  -oe  fin  -j  -oob  lon^AncAC 
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lands  to  God  and  Mochuda  for  ever,  scil : — Oilcan  Cathail  and 
Ros-Bcg  and  Ros-Mor  and  Inis-Pic.^^  Mochuda  placed  a  religious 
community  in  Ros-Bcg  to  build  there  a  church  in  honour  of  God. 
Llochuda  himself  commenced  to  build  a  church  on  Inis-Pic  and  he 
remained  there  a  whole  year.  [On  his  departure]  Mochuda  left 
there — in  the  monastery  of  Inis-Pic — to  watch  over  it,  in  his 
stead,  and  to  keep  it  in  perfect  order — the  three  disciples  whom 
we  have  already  named  (scil : — the  three  sons  of  Nascon,  i.e.  Goban 
a  bishop,  Srafan  a  priest,  and  holy  Laisren)  together  with  the  saintly 
bishop,  Dardomaigben,^''  (who  had  conferred  orders  on  them  in 
presence  of  Mochuda)  and  forty  monks.  Thereupon  Mochuda 
returned  to  Rahen.  That  island  we  have  mentioned,  scil.  : — Inis- 
Pic,  is  a  most  holy  place  in  which  an  exceedingly  devout  com- 
munity constantly  dwell.. 

Mochuda  next  directed  his  steps  eastward  through  Munster  and 
he  crossed  the  river  then  called  Nem,  and  now  named  the  Abhainn 
]\Iore.  As  he  crossed  he  saw  a  large  apple  floating  in  the  middle 
of  the  ford.  This  he  took  up  and  carried  away  with  him  in  his 
hand.  Hence  (that  ford  is  named)  Ath-Ubhla  in  Fermoy.^^  His 
attendant  asked  Mochuda  for  the  apple,  but  the  latter  refused  to  give 
it  saying — "God  will  work  a  miracle  by  that  apple  and  through  me 
to-day :  we  shall  meet  Cuana  Mac  Cailcin's  daughter  whose  right 
hand  is  powerless  so  that  she  cannot  move  it  from  her  side.  But 
she  shall  be  cured  by  the  power  of  God  through  this  apple.'* 
This  was  accomplished.  Mochuda  espied  the  child  playing  a  game 
with  other  girls  in  the  faithche  of  the  Lios.  He  approached  and 
said  to  her: — ^"Take  this  apple."  She,  as  usual,  put  forth  her  left 
hand  for  the  fruit.  "You  shall  not  get  it  in  that  hand,  but  take 
it  in  the  other."  The  girl  full  of  faith  tried  to  put  out  the  right 
hand,  and  on  the  instant  the  hand  became  full  of  strength  and 
blood  and  motion  so  that  she  took  the  apple  in  it.      All  rejoiced 


no  beAUA  mocu-oA. 

^AX)  If  An  mioiibuill  pn.  AT)ubxMtAC  Cu^nA  An  oit)ce  pn  pif  An 
itigin  : — "^65  |:ein  -oo  ^05^  -oo  rhACAib  pi^  da  tnurhAn  i  "oo 
geAtJfA  -Ouic  e/'  AT)ut)Ait\c  An  inge^n  : — "Hi  t>iA  peAp  AgAmfA 
^ec  An  peAp  -DO  ftAnuig  mo  lArh."  "An  cltiine  fitJ-o,  a  itloCu-OA,'* 
A|\  CuAnA.  "CAbAipfi  An  ingeAn  -OArhfA,"  a|a  mocu*OA,  ''A5Uf 
■00  X)eA^\'A  i  nA  mnAOi  pofCA  "OO  t)iA  teA|^  flAnAt)  a  U\rh.'* 
A5«r  cag  CuAnA  An  ingion  .1.  piAn-onAic,  niAille  |\e  nA  tioi^t^eAcc 
"]  |\e  nA  |:eA|\Ann  aca  ah  bpuAc  nA  liAt^Ann  |\e  nAt)A\|\tA|\  tlerh^ 

•DO     'OlA     •]     "DO     tDoCWOA     50     bf\At.        AgLlf    DA     X)OtUA|Mip5t)AtA 

tnece  inij  CuAnA.  Aguf  -oo  \\u^  TTIocut)a  An  ingeAn  leif  50 
tlAitin  -J  CU5  A  XyoAtA  50  |AOconA6  Af  AbpocAif^  r\A  ccAilleA6 
n-out)  Ann  no  ^u\\  riionApt>AX)  6  fAiogAib  UeAtfifiAC  tTlocti*OA  Af 
ACACAijA  irein  AttiAit  *oo  cltnnp-oe.  A^tif  t^ug  leif  piAn"onAic 
niAitte  |Ae  ca6,  *]  Ap  ccutti'OAC  ACAtfVAC  pein  a  Uiof  TDop  T)o  ctnp 
piAn-onAic  X)A  •outAig  lonuf  50  ccurh-oocAt)  fi  fCAtlA  •01  pein 
Ann.       Aguf   •00    Curh-OAis    feAltA    "oeAllivAijteAC   a    cCtuAin 

"OAllAin,  -|  A  p0|A|\A1fCe  tTlOCUT)A  ACA. 

*Oo  t)i  1TlocuT)A  fAn  lonnAX)  ionA|\  curfroAig  fe  LiOf  TT1(3[\, 
f ut  "OO  cionfgAin  AictxeAbAi!)  Ann,  "j  "oo  CuaIa  gut  nA  n-OAOine  "oo 
X>^  A5  leAgtoipeAcc  a  tlAitin,  -j  A'Otit)Ai|\c  |ve  nA  "oeifsiobAl: — 
"Aitnim  stipAb  AnnfAn  lonAT)  fo  "oo  "OeonAi^  T)ia  "Otiinn  a\\ 
mAinipci|\   "OO    *oeAnArh."       Aguf  t)A  po|\  fin  lAfOAin. 

La  -oa  ccAini5  ColwmciUe  50  RAitin  mAf  AjAAib  nioctiT)A 
Agtif  A'DubAijAC  fif : — "Af  lonrhuin  leACf  a  An  cionA*o  fO  Abfuite"? 
"Af  lonrhum,  50  •oeirhin,"  Af  IDocu-oa.  A*otit3AifC  Colum- 
citte  : — "  Ha  cuif eAt)  of cf a  An  nit)  A'oeAf f a  fioc  .1.  nAc  Ann 
f o  tuAf  ceif eif  je,  oif  eif eo^Ait)  f of niA-o  fig  6if eAnn  1  A6toinne 
fioc,  Af  fufAiteAfh  -Ofoinse  -oo  cleifcib  6ifionn.  Aguf  •00 
•6eAnAi*o  ctjfA  -oionAfbAt)  Af  An  lonnA-o  fo."  Asuf  -ofiAfftns 
tTlo6uT)A  -oo  ColumciUe  "OO  bi  nA  f  Ait)  fif  eAnnAC: — "Ca  tiionnAt) 
eile  AtnbeAt)  A  ifeifge"?  A'otJbAif c  Cotumcitte: — "AncionnA-o 
AbfACA  c«  An  fluAs  Ain^eAt  'OO  rhullAC  Sl^ibe  sCua  "J  An 
CAtAoif  AifsiT)  Actj  A^A  cosbAil  teo,  "J  An  lOffiAij  6if  innce,  Ap^ 
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thereat  and  were  amazed  at  the  wonder  wrought.  That  night  Cuana 
said  to  his  daughter:  "Choose  yourself  which  you  prefer  of  the 
royal  youths  of  Munster  and  whomsoever  your  choice  be  I  shall 
obtain  in  marriage  for  you."  "The  only  spouse  I  shall  have,"  said 
she,  "is  the  man  who  cured  my  hand."  "Do  you  hear  what  she 
says  O  Mochuda,"?  said  the  king.  "Entrust  the  child  to  me," 
answered  Mochuda,  "I  shall  present  her  as  a  bride  to  God  who  has 
healed  her  hand."  Whereupon  Cuana  gave  his  daughter  Flandnait, 
together  with  her  dowry  and  lands  on  the  bank  of  Nemh,  to  God 
and  to  Mochuda  for  ever.  Cuana  was  almost  incredibly  stout. 
Mochuda  took  the  maiden  with  him  to  Rahen  where  she  passed 
her  years  happily  with  the  religious  women  there  till  Mochuda 
was  expelled  by  the  kings  of  Tara  as  you  may  hear.  He  took 
Flandnait  with  him  (from  Rahen)  in  his  party  to  her  own  native 
region  that  she  might  build  herself  a  cell  there.  She  did  build 
a  famous  cell  at  Cluain  Dallain  in  Mochuda's  own  parish.^^ 

Previous  to  his  expulsion  (from  Rahen)  Mochuda  visited  the 
place  where  (later)  he  built  Lismore  and  he  heard  the  voice  of 
persons  reading  at  Rahen,  wherefore  he  said  to  his  followers  : 
"I  know  that  this  is  the  place  where  God  will  permit  us  to  build 
our  monastery."     This  prophecy  was  subsequently  verified. 

On  a  certain  occasion  Columcille  came  to  Rahen  where  Mochuda 
was  and  asked  him  : — "Is  this  place  in  which  you  now  are  dear 
to  you?"  "It  is,  indeed,"  answered  Mochuda.  Columcille  said: 
"Let  not  what  I  say  to  you  trouble  you — this  will  not  be  the  place 
of  your  resurrection,  for  the  king  of  Erin  and  his  family  will  grow 
jealous  of  you  owing  to  machinations  of  some  of  the  Irish  clergy, 
and  they  shall  eventually  drive  you  hence."  Mochuda  questioned 
Columcille  who  had  a  true  prophetic  gift — "In  what  other  place 
then  will  my  resurrection  be"?  Columcille  told  him — "The 
place  where  from  the  summit  of  Slieve  Gua  you  saw  the  host 
of  angels  building  a  city  of  silver  with  a  statue  of  gold  therein 
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bpu-Ac  nA  hAX)Ann  fie  nAX)A\ytAi[y  tleirh  ;  a^  ^nn  bi-Af  ceifeipge  7 
^Afi  x^n  cx\tx\oit\  xMiAgiT) — ce-Ast-Aifi,  .Ame-At)on  e-Acot^t-A."  t)o  ctj^ 
Xr)o6ux>A  sufi  bpioft  fin  -]  CU5  motAt)  i  stoit^e  -oo  t)M. 

t-A  eite  TOO  t)i  XY\ocux)A  a  llAitin  •]  c^inis  cteipexx6  i  mxMix\e 
•o^  rhuinop  pein  x^fce^C  -oo  t)i  incxxn  fin  f-An  |\>Ann  ctixMt)  "oon 
itlufhxMn  ;  -}  *oo  ftexicc  a  bfiAgn^ife  mo(itix)x\  mx^f  f^  tDe^f  -oonA 
iTix^ncAib;  x^suf  x\X)tJbxMfc: — "A  x\tAif/'  Af  fe,  ''t)o  eoirhtionuf 
5-AC  nix)  x^-oubfxMf  tiom  6  x^n  uxMf  -ofx^sbuf  cu  >ATlAitin,  -j 
>AiteAnnc-A  -An  Ui5eAfnx\  -oo  feif  uifo,  x^Cc  ^rh^in  50  ccu^x^f 
te>Am  tofit-Aif  -o-Arh  fein  on  mheAtA  x^ao^aIza  a  \yA^X)  fe  -^An 
ceAX)  •otncfi.^'  "A*oeifimfi  fioc  50  fifinne>A6,"  A\^mo6ux)A,  ''x)a 
n-oe^tt^f-A  A\K  mutlA6  cnuic  a\\kx>  corh-Afo  leAX>  p^AO  X)o  teige^n 
*o^  zzu^tA  cugAiTifA  5A6  n-ouine  *oo  cttnnfin  •00  gl-Aot),  n^6 
•oitilcf Ainnfi  foirhe  ne-A6  *oiot)  gx^n  Ar\  ^At)A^t  tnle  a  nxMbit)  -An 
CfAbAit)."  Aguf  x\f  ccttnnfin  n-A  mt)|\i-At.Af  fin  *oo  6>ac,  -oo 
ttnse-A-o-At^  meiT)  "]  teite^-o  5f-Afx\  ITIocti'OA  -j  cus-A-Ox^ft  Sf-AfA 
'OO  X>^A. 

\.A  eite  -Accf-At  ex^fp-AifC  te  n^  n-Aorhcx^Cc  v^A^\\.  x>o  16 
x3i'otJt)-Aifc  ITloctJ'O-A  fe  n-A  mAr^CA^X) : — "tli  c-AicfexMn  mtt  Ar\w^  no 
50  neifce-A*of-A  fx\oifoin  5^6  -Aoin  f a  leic  -Astiib  6if  -00  tuig  fion 
50  fxMt>  ex^fc-Aifoex^f  A^■^  neAC  •010b  fe  ne-Ac  eite  "oon  cOirh- 
tionot."  Agtif  cusfxx'o  riA  bf-Aitfe  -At)f-AoifX)ine  tnle  t>o. 
A*oubAifc  neAC  •oiob  fe  tTloctJ*OA  inA  f-AOifoin  : — "t1i  hionrhtnn 
tiom  fein  -oo  rhtntteoif  fi,  1  -Af e  At)bAf  mo  ne-Arh^f a-O  -Oo  Anc^n 
teim  "oon  mtnte-Ann  ni  tiAit  teif  -AneifeA-O-A  'oo  togb^it  -oonA 
c-Apuittib  1  ni  tiAit  nA  nA  f-Aic  "Oo  tion^t)  'oon  rhin  n^  cugnAfh 
tnmi  -Ajcuf  f UAf .  Asttf  ni  be-At)  -Arh-Ain  a6z  X)0  $111*6  f e  5^6  nii!) 
-Af  -AnxMC  tiom  1  ni  fe^'O-Aff-A  acz  -00  fi-oif  X)]a  cfe>A*o  inm  a 
n*oeinionn  fe  fin.  A^uf  Af  mime  fmtJAinim  aX)UaIa  no  a 
eAfon6fu$A'6  50  f^^Ait  bAif  *oo."  Ax)tib-Aifc  ItloCu-OA,  "A 
bf  ACAif  $f  A*6xM$,  A-oeif  -An  f-Ai$,  '•declina  a  malo  et  fac  bonum"  (6) 
.1.  feACAin  -An  cote  -Aguf  "oe-An-A  -An  tfi-Ait;  va  feif  fin  -oeinfi 
m-Ait  "oon  muitte6if  "j  cioef-Ai$  "Oon  m-Ait  fin  50  nx)ion5nA  fin 

(b)  Ps.  xxxvi.,  27. 
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oa  the  bank  of  the  Nemh— there  will  your  resurrection  be,  and 
the  chair  of  silver  is  your  church  in  the  midst  of  them/'^"  Mochuda 
beheving  what  he  heard  thanked  and  glorified  God. 

As  Mochuda  on  another  day  was  at  Rahen  there  came  to  him 
a  priest  and  monk  of  his  own  community  from  the  northern  part 
of  Munster®* ;  he  made  a  reverence  as  was  the  custom  of  the  monks, 
in  Mochuda's  presence  and  said  to  him,  "Father,  I  have  complied 
with  all  your  commands  and  the  precepts  of  God  from  the  day 
I  left  Rahen  till  now — except  this — that,  without  your  permission, 
I  have  taken  my  brother  from  the  secular  hfe."  "Verily  I  say  to 
you,"  answered  Mochuda,  "if  you  were  to  go  to  the  top  of  a  high 
hill  and  to  shout  as  loudly  as  you  could  and  were  to  bring  to  me  all 
who  heard  the  cry  I  should  not  refuse  the  habit  of  religion  to  one 
of  them."  Hearing  these  words  all  realised  the  character  and 
extent  of  Mochuda's  charity  and  returned  thanks  to  God  for  it. 

On  a  certain  day  about  vesper  time,  because  of  the  holiness 
of  the  hour,  Mochuda  said  to  his  monks : — "We  shall  not  eat  to-day 
till  each  one  of  you  has  made  his  confession, "^^  for  he  knew  that 
some  one  of  them  had  ill  will  in  his  heart  ggainst  another.  All  the 
brethren  thereupon  confessed  to  him.  One  of  them  in  the  course 
of  his  confession  stated :  "I  love  not  your  miller  and  the  cause  of  my 
lack  of  charity  towards  him  is  this,  that  when  I  come  to  the  mill 
he  will  not  lift  the  loads  off  the  horses  and  he  will  neither  help 
me  to  fill  the  meal  sacks  nor  to  load  them  on  the  horse  when 
filled.  And  not  this  alone  but  he  does  everything  that  is  dis- 
agreeable to  me ;  moreover  I  cannot  tell,  but  God  knows,  why  he  so 
acts.  Often  I  have  thought  of  striking  him  or  even  beating  him 
to  death."  Mochuda  replied,  "Brother  dear,  the  prophet  says — 
*  Declina  a  malo  et  fac  bonum.'  Avoid  evil  and  do  good.  Follow- 
ing this  precept  let  you  act  kindly  towards  the  miller  and   that 
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voAit  -btiicp,  "J  50  mbeiti^e  in  t)U|v  cc^it^-oit)  5t^<\x)AC  •Ov\  teite." 
TDvAp  fin  -ooib,  50  cex\nn  cf\i  t-A,  -Aguf  5AC  nit)  xif  pe^App  ■opeAt) 
An  X)\\AtA\]\  5A  -oe^xnAfh  A^^e  "oon  rhuilleoij^.  gi-ue^Nt)  niofv 
fe-Ac^m  An  muilte6i|\  ^-OpoKib^-AfA  pein,  1  niop  fe^ciAin  An 
t)|A-Atv\i|\  A  fuAt  *oo  f-An.  A^oubAifvc  TTlo^UDA  An  cpeAf  Ia  pif 
An  inbfVACAifi,  a  fvvoifoin  "oo  tAbAi|\c  "oo.  A"oubAi|\c  An 
bpACAip: — '*Ap  fo  trifAOipDin  a  AtAip;  ni  tiionrhuin  Uom  An 
muilteotp  p6f."  A'oubAipc  THocuda,  "ClAo6l6cAit)  Anocc  •]  ni 
CAitpit)  biAt)  AirjAipot  no  50  n-oeA^A  -oa  ionnfui-6e  i  CAitpit)e 
A|v  Aon  fui-be  Ait^  Aon  bbf\T)  -j  beiti"6e  in  bufv  ccAiiAX)ib  SftA-bACA 
•6  fin  AtYiA6."  Aguf  -oo  fiopAt)  fin;  oif  "oo  UonAt)  An  rriAnAC 
fin  6  5fAfAib  An  SbiofAiT)  tlAotticA  Cfe  foifceA-OAl  fno6u"OA. 
Aguf  CU5  5l6ifv  -J  tnolAt)  "OO  ITJocu-oa  rriAf  "OO  ConnAifc  6  Ap  nA 
f onibiusAt)  b  5f AfAib  An  Sbiof ait)  TiAOirh. 

Ia  eile  •00  bAT)A[\  "oiAf  rhAnA6  "oo  rhAinifcip  mo6ti"OA  Ag 
comfA"6  fve  6eile,  Aguf  -oon  cin^Al  t)feAcnAC  iat).     "Aca,"  Af 

flATD,   "mo6UT)A  AjVfAlt)  gO  mbf\,  5lt)eAt)   ni   5A|\  "OO    bAf  *OfA5All. 

Agiif  Af  -oeirhin  nA6  fAjtAf  Ateit6AX>  (ioitxie  An  timlA6c  iia 
AnT)eA*6oibi\eA6Aib.  Asuf  "Oa  mbeAt)  fe  gAn  beJt  Ann  Af  neAC 
Aguinne  "oo  cogf aoi  inA  lonnAT)  i  Af  An  A-bbAf  fin  mAfbAtnnA  e, 
<3if  ni  bfuige  fein  bAf  50  tUAC."  Aguf  b^  tii  ACCorhAifle 
Abfeit  An-oeifCAt)  nA  boitxie  fin  cum  nA  bAbAnn  -]  AbACAt)  1  a 

fOlAC    mAf    nAC    f A^tAOl    A    friOf    50    bf^t.       AgUf    fUAlXA-OAf    nA 

t)iAi5  fin  e  An  lonnAT)  UAigneAt  A5  'oeAnAtti  a  uf nAi$e  mAf  f  a  beAf 

-oo.         A^tlf  DO  CeAnglADAf  50  •OOCArhlA6  6,  AgUf  fUSADAp   Af  A 

muin  eAcoftA  cum  nA  tiAbAnn  6.  A^uf  CAflA  -Odib  X)S  bf eiC 
<ium  nA  bAbAnn  mAnA6  cf ^ib-oeAci  XfA\i  b^Af  An  f  eilj  6oif p eAgtA 
-OO  cimpceAtlujAT!)  5A6  noit)6e.  A^uf  A-oubAipc  f iu  pn,  "CpeAt) 
pn  beif tige  lib  "  ?  A-oubp ADAf  5Uf Ab  eA-oui^e  •Ofoinge 
-oonA  mAn^Aib  "Oa  mbpeit  x)a  ni^e  cum  nA  bAbAnn.  Aguf  niof 
cfei-opom  pn  Af  nA  guin  on  SbiofAt)  llAoirh.  A^Uf  A-oubAifc, 
^'Cuifit)  -oib  buf  nefe  50  bpAicimif  6."  Aguf  -oob  ei^ion  'obib, 
Aj;uf  Afe  eife  ffit  Ann  pn  tTloeu-OA.       A^uf  -oob  6  An  mAnAC 
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charity  of  yours  will  move  him  to  charity  towards  you  and  ye 
shall  yet  be  steadfast  friends."  Things  went  on  thus  for 
three  days — the  monk  doing  all  he  could  to  placate  the  miller. 
Nevertheless  the  miller  did  not  cease  his  persecution,  nor  the 
brother  his  hate  of  the  miller.  On  the  third  day  Mochuda 
directed  the  brother  to  confess  to  him  again.  The  brother 
said: — ^"This  is  my  confession,  Father,  I  do  not  yet  love  the 
miller."  Mochuda  observed: — ^"He  will  change  to-night,  and  to- 
morrow he  will  not  break  fast  till  you  meet  him  and  you  shall  sit 
on  the  same  seat,  at  the  same  table,  and  you  shall  remain  fast 
friends  for  the  rest  of  your  lives."  All  this  came  to  pass  ;  for 
that  monk  was,  through  the  instruction  of  Mochuda,  filled  with 
the  grace  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  And  he  glorified  and  praised 
Mochuda,  for  he  recognised  him  as  a  man  favoured  by  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

On  another  occasion  two  British  monks  of  Mochuda's  monastery 
had  a  conversation  in  secret.  Mochuda,  they  said,  is  very  old 
though  there  is  no  immediate  appearance  of  approaching  death — 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  equal  in  virtue  or  good  works  will 
never  be  found — therefore  if  he  were  out  of  the  way  one  of  us  might 
succeed  him.  Let  us  then  kill  him  as  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
his  natural  death  within  a  reasonable  time.  They  resolved  there- 
fore to  drown  him  in  the  river  towards  close  of  the  following  night 
and  to  conceal  all  traces  so  that  the  crime  could  never  be  discovered. 
They  found  him  subsequently  in  a  lonely  place  where  he  was 
accustomed  to  pray.  They  bound  him  tightly  and  carried  him 
between  them  on  their  shoulders  to  the  water.  On  their  way  to 
the  river  they  met  one  of  the  monks  who  used  walk  around  the 
cemetery  every  night.  He  said  to  them:  "What  is  that  you 
carry"  ?  They  replied  that  it  was  portion  of  the  monastic  washing 
which  they  were  taking  to  the  river.  He  however,  under  the 
insistent  suggestion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  believed  them  not.  He 
said:  "Put  down  your  load  till  we  examine  it."  They  were 
constrained  to  obey  and  the  burden  proved  to  be — ^Mochuda. 
The  monk  who  detected  [the  proposed  murder]  was  the  overseer 


116  t)e^tA  moctit)A. 

fin  -oot)  pex^*omAnnAc  if  -ati  mbAile  fin.  A^uf  x\*otit>AMf\c  50 
ctjffioc,  "A  T)e  x^f  otc  -An  obuif  fin  "oo  tionfj^intDUif." 
A*otJt)xMfc  tTloctiT)^  50  ciuin,  "A  rhic  -oo  but)  rriAit  -OAttifA  fiuT) 
•oimifc  ofm  6if  *oo  V^A\^meo^^tAo^  me  iDif  n^  mAifcife^cA 
nAorhcA.  Aguf  *oo  but)  otc  •061b  fion  e,  6if  ^f  ^bp oc*\f  lu-OAif 
'OO  \\eAC  AUigex^fnA  f em  -oo  bei*oif  A5  f^gAit  peine  "oo  fiof  bi|\ 
•00b  ^it  leo  mifi  -00  cuf  cum  b^if  lonnuf  50  mbei-oif  ^m 
ionnx\*o  Of  cionn  mo  rh-AnAc.  Aguf  ni  bi^-o  n^  -OAOine  mAtt- 
uigte  UT),  TiA  *OAOine  *oon  cine  tiS  bruit  fiAT),  buf  comAfbAt)A 
"OArhfA  50  bfAt,  Acc  -Af  *oo  cenet  An  neic  C|\e  Af  fAOf  "oia 
me  biAf  feAf  mionn^i-o  *oom  eifi.  A^uf  ni  biA  mo  CACAif  50 
bjx-AC  5An  'Of  ong  eigin  "oon  cine  t)f  e-Atn^c  innce  f  a  nA  n'oion^An- 
CAf  SAife  1  fAnAmA*o  *j  "Oa  nAC  biA  mAoin  r\A  CAfbA  aCc  fin.'* 
Aguf  An  neAC  fin  'oo  fAOf  tnocuT)A  A\yA  rhitteAt)  Af  'oon  cine 
CiAffuigeAC  e,  -|  Af  -oiob  acai'O  corhAfbA-OA  -j  tu6c  lonnAi-o 
iriOCU-OA  "00  sfeAf. 

T)o  bi  ITlocu-OA  AbfA"o  'OAimfif  mAf  A'OubfAmAf  tuAf  nAf 
bAit  teif  bA  nA  CApuitt  *oo  cb^bAit  cui^e  onA  -OAOinib  acc  AfiAt) 
A  mAnAig  *oo  biot)  A5  forfiAf  -j  A5  ffeACAf  nA  CAtrfiAn  "Oo  "] 
AfiAT)  •oiompcAfA'6  5AC  nit)  beifcije  cum  nA  mAinifCfeAC  Af  a 
mum  fem.  UAini^  pionAn  tlAorh  Af  cuAifc  cum  TTIocu'OA  Af 
cceAcc  'OO  on  1lbim  AncAn  fin  Aguf  f a  bf  ACAif  "OO  THocu-oa  e. 
Aguf  -00  fpfeAS  fe  TTIocu-oa  i  A-oubAifc: — "A  tHocu-OA,"  a\k 
fe,  "  cf eA'o  uim  a  ccuififp  mogfAine  buf  nAinmiotCAt) 
bfuiX)eAmAt  a\\  nA  "OAomib  aca  nA  nAinmiotCAib  feAfuncA? 
'^S^r  5^P  -^^t^  Af  on  -00  cfutuig  .'OiA  5aC  Ainmitce  eite  ?  A^uf , 
Af  'oeimm,  nAC  CAicfeA"0fA  biAt)  if  An  mbAite  fo  no  50 
ccogbAf  An  'oocAf  UT)  *oiob."  Aguf  -oo  Aoncuig  TTIocu-oa 
Anonoif  pionAin  *oonA  mAncAib'OAim  1  CApAitt  cuca  6  nA  "OAomib 
1  lA-o  fem  *oo  belt  fAOf  on  mogfume  A-oubfAmAf.  tlA-oiAig  fin 
lomoffo  "GO  ^aX)  cfbcAif e  An  cAb  TlAomtA  tACCAOin  do  tHotu-OA 
-|  'OA  rhAncAib  a\^  fon  nA  5AbAi*oif  bA  nA  fpfeit)  cuca,  -j  CAinig 
50  tlAitm  1  cug  X  mbA  fitceA'o  *]  cAfb  1  *oif  f AccAif eAt)A  "j  'oif^ 
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of  the  homestead.  He  said  mournfully,  "My  God,  it  is  a  dreadful 
work  you  are  about."  Mochuda  said  gently: — "Son,  it  were 
well  for  me  had  that  been  done  to  me  for  I  should  now  be 
numbered  among  the  holy  martyrs.  And  it  were  bad  for  them 
(the  two  wicked  monks)  for  it  is  with  Judas  the  betrayer  of  his 
Lord  they  should  be  tortured  for  ever,  who  had  desired  my 
death  for  their  own  advancement.  Neither  these  wretched  men 
themselves  nor  anyone  of  their  nation  shall  be  my  coarb  for  ever, 
but  my  successors  shall  be  of  his  race  through  whom  God  has 
rescued  me.  Moreover  my  city  shall  never  be  without  men  of  the 
British  race  who  will  be  butts  and  laughing-stocks  and  serve  no 
useful  purpose."  The  person  who  saved  Mochuda  was  of  the 
Ciarraighe  race  and  it  is  of  that  same  people  that  the  coarbs  and 
successors   of  Mochuda  have  commonly  been  ever  since. ^^ 

Mochuda  refused  for  a  long  while,  as  we  have  already  said, 
to  accept  cattle  or  horses  from  anyone  ;  it  was  the  monks  them- 
selves who  dug  and  cultivated  the  land  and  they  did  all  the  haulage 
of  the  monastery  on  their  own  backs.  St.  Fionan^"*  however  who 
was  a  kinsman  of  Mochuda  and  had  just  returned  from  Rome, 
came  at  this  time  on  a  visit  to  the  monastery.  He  reproached 
Mochuda  saying:  "Mochuda,  why  do  you  impose  the  burden  of 
brute  beasts  upon  rational  beings  ?  Is  it  not  for  use  of  the  latter 
that  all  other  animals  have  been  created?  Of  a  truth  I  shall  not 
taste  food  in  this  house  till  you  have  remedied  this  grievance." 
Thenceforth  Mochuda — in  honour  of  Fionan — permitted  his  monks 
to  accept  horses  and  oxen  from  the  people  and  he  freed  them 
from  the  hardship  alluded  to.  Sometime  later  the  holy  abbot, 
Lachtaoin,^^  compassionating  Mochuda  and  his  monks  because 
of  their  lack  of  cattle  paid  a  visit  to  Rahen  bringing  with 
him  a  gift  of  thirty  cows  and   a  bull,  also  a  couple  of   cattle- 
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V)An\\AczAii[KeA't>A  leif.  Agiif  x^|\  ttouI  x\5c6rh5x\|\  -An  t)Aite  "oo, 
•DO  f.A5^it)  -At)A  x^n1onnx^•o  tJxMjnex^t  oija  nio|\  bxlit  leif  Ati)):^icfin 
-Aige.  Agtif  IDO  ctiu-Ai-D  pein  -oon  rhxMnifui|\,  i  "oo  teig  ceinne-Af 
m-AtA  bAt)  6x^*6  cuige  -j  'om|1|\  t)Ainne.  Asuf  "00  cIiviai'6  ah 
tniniofct\.Alui5e  *oo  froiltfiuse-A'o  X)o  nioCtiT)A  50  fVAit)  t^ccAem 
ceinn  1  gufv  Mf\t\  b^inne  "oa  61.  Ax)ut)xMtvc  Vt)ocux)A,  foigtex^c 
*oo  tiotiA'o  •otiifse;  *]  •00  tAinneA'o  xJ^rhlAit).  Aguf  T)o  t)eAnnAi5 
-An  ctJifge  1  "00  ct.Ao6to  a  mtDAinne  rhilif  nuA  e  -ArhAit  bA  1  -AnuAit^ 
fin  *oo  ble-A-ofAige  e.  A^uf  "oo  ctJit^eA'o  cum  \.A6zAom  e  Aguf 
'oo  Aitin  gtif  bAinne  -pfit  50  •om'oa  e.  Aguf  "oo  be^nnAig  A|\if 
-An  bAinne  e  -j  *oo  ct-Aoclo  -An  tnfse  e  mA|\  -oo  bi  tvoirhe.  Agtif 
-AT)tibAit\c : — ''til  uifse  -acc  b^mne  'OO  i,At\|\Af."  Agtif  *OAictAir  -An 
ce-Acc.Ai|\e  AbpiAgnAife  6.aic  uite  -An  niT)  fin.  A^uf  -A*DubAifvc 
"L-AccAoin: — ''Af  mAic  -An  m^nAC  tTlocu*o-A  5i'6eAt)  ni  -oionsnAi-o 
A  corhAfbA  bAinne  "Oon  uifge."  Aguf  A-oubAifC  fif  An  ceAC- 
CAifie: — '^Oifig  50  tTloctiT)A  *]  mnif  ido  n-AC  CAitfeA'OfA  biA-o  if 
An  bAile  fo  no  50  ngeAbAit)  fe  ctnge  An  "oeifc  cu^AfA  cum  nA 
mAnAc/'  T)o  gcAll  ITIocu-oa  50  ngcAbAt),  1  'Oo  cusAt)  nA  bA 
*]  nA  f CAccAif eA*6A  "OO  triAncAib  tTlocu'OA  *]  x)0  comAftuigeA'DAf 
nA  f  eAccAifeA*6A  'ooib  ia*o.  Aguf  A'oubAifc  tTlocu'OA  n.A  gcAbA^ 
fe  fin  cui^e  a6c  Anonoif  lAccAOin  50  geAbA-o  iat).  A'OubAifc 
tA6cA0in  :  "t)iAi-D  fAi-obfeAf,  Aguf  iomA*o  fpfeme  1  mAOine 
'oorriAn'OA  A5  luce  cionnAiT)  "oo  SfCAf  6  Aniug  AmAc  1  biAi-o 
lomAT)  -OAoine  cf.AbAi*6  Cfe  biocA  if  An  cACAif  Af  Af A5;a  cu  cum 
nittie,  6if  "oo  -Oe-AnuAf  bionnAfbA-t)  Af  An  lonnAX)  fo.''  Aguf 
t)fA5Aib  tAccAoin  An  bAile  lAf  ccAbAifc  beAnnoccuin  fein  -o-a 
ceile  1  lAf  cceileAbfAt)  *]  lAf  cceAngAl  c-AifoeAfA  "j  cumAinn 
-ooib. 

An  Aimfif  fogmAif,  lomoffo,  c-Ainig  a  fcA'omAnAc  50 
tTlocu'OA  -]  -oinnif  -oo  50  i(yAX)A'OA\K  nA  guifc  A5  "oul  -ocAfbui-o 
A  mbuAnA  *]  nAc  f  AgA-O  meitiol.  A*oubAifC  tTloeu'OA  : — ''Imtig 
mAille  fe  fiox),  a  bf-AtAif,  "]  -oo  beAf a  'Oia  buAnui-Ote  mAite 
'OUIC.''     Aguf  bA  fiof  fin,  6if  CAn^A'DAf  Aingil  'Oe  lom^OA  cum 
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men  and  two  dairymaids.  Coming  near  Rahen  he  left  the 
cattle  in  a  secluded  place,  for  he  did  not  wish  them  to  be 
seen.  Thereupon  he  went  himself  to  the  monastery  and  simu- 
lating illness  requested  a  drink  of  milk.  The  house  steward 
went  to  Mochuda  to  tell  him  that  Lachtaoin  was  ill  and 
required  milk.  Mochuda  ordered  the  steward  to  fill  a  pitcher 
with  water  and  bring  it  to  him — and  this  order  was  executed. 
Mochuda  blessed  the  water  which  immediately  was  changed  into 
sweet  new  milk  apparently  of  that  day's  milking.  He  sent  the 
milk  to  Lachtaoin  but  the  latter  identified  it  as  milk  miraculously 
produced  ;  he  in  turn  blessed  it  with  the  result  that  it  was  changed 
back  again  into  water.  He  complained : — "It  is  not  water  but 
milk  I  have  asked  for."  The  messenger  related  this  fact  publicly. 
Lachtaoin  declared  : — ^"Mochuda  is  a  good  monk  but  his  successors 
will  not  be  able  to  change  water  into  milk,"  and  to  the  messenger 
he  said — "  Go  to  Mochuda  and  tell  him  that  I  shall  not  break  bread 
in  this  house  until  he  accept  the  alms  which  I  have  brought  to  the 
community."  On  Mochuda  agreeing  to  accept  them  he  handed 
over  the  cattle  and  dairymen  to  the  monks  of  Rahen  and  the 
stewards  took  charge  of  them.  Mochuda  said  thereupon,  that  he 
should  not  have  accepted  the  cattle  but  as  a  compliment  to 
Lachtaoin.  Lachtaoin  replied: — ^"From  this  day  forward  there 
will  be  plenty  cattle  and  worldly  substance  in  your  dwelling-place 
and  there  will  be  a  multitude  of  holy  people  in  the  other  place 
whence  you  are  to  depart  to  heaven  (for  you  will  be  exiled  from 
your  present  home)."  After  they  had  mutually  blessed  and 
taken  leave  and  pledged  friendship  Lachtaoin  departed. 

Once,  at  harvest  time,  the  farm  steward  came  to  Mochuda 
complaining  that,  though  the  crop  was  dead  ripe,  a  sufficient 
number  of  harvesters  could  not  be  found.  Mochuda  answered : 
"Go  in  peace,  dear  brother,  and  God  will  send  you  satisfactory 
reapers."     This  promise  was  fulfilled,  for  a  band  of  angels  came 
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An  juipc  t)ot)  ^ib6i5e  -|  t)o  bA  rho  -ooriA  sot^CAib  -)  "oo  bex^nfAC 
e  50  luAC,  •]  -oo  ciom^|\5A'Ox\fv  ^n  Aon  lonn^T).  Asuf  'oob 
lonnsAticx^c  teif  riAmAncAib  fin,  si-Oe^t)  -oo  cui5e-A*0A|\  5«t^At) 
6  T)m  c^ini5  fin.  Agiif  cugx^-o^f  Sf^f^  1  niotA*o  -oo  *6m  i 
*oo  THocu'Oxi. 

X)o  t)i  umt^ix)  tnx\nAc  tTlocti'OA  An  rhe-A*o  fin  X)A  nAbf-At)  -An 
ne-Ac  buT)  fine  no  bfe^ff  ago  fif  An  neAC  eite  tuige  Af  An 
cceine  50  n-oion^nA-o  fe  fin.  T)a  -oeAfbAi:)  fin  -00  bA-OAf 
•Ofoing  'oonA  bfAitfib  Ia  fe  tiAjAi-o  AfAin  •ooltrhiisA'O  if  An 
UAttiA  Aguf  A'otibAifc  bfACAif  *oiob  fe  bfACAif  "oob  oige  inA 
e  fein: — ^'Aca  An  cAfAn  -oa  tofSAt)  1  ffiotAit  e  50  Iuac.'' 
A^iif  "DO  bi  flUAfAX)  lAftnnn  ago  le  cc65bAi*oif  An  CAf An  Af 
An  uAtriA  1  niof  ffit  An  T:\^At  fin  1.  Asuf  niof  f eA6  lomoffo 
An  X)\\AtAM(K  65  *oon  ceine  "Oo  bi  ai(k  tAfA*6  AmbeAt  nA  tiuAtriA  acc 
*oo  5IAC  An  ZA\KAn  1  -oo  Atfiiis  e  "oa  lAfhAib  -]  ni  i!)eAfnAi5 
ufcoiT)  Af  -oorhAn  *oo.  "La  eile  "00  X)AX)A\y  mAncAig  tTloctiT)A  A5 
•oeAnAfh  umutoi-oi  tAirh  fif  An  Abuinn  *oo  bi  CfiT)  An  mbAile. 
Aguf  T)0  5Aif  neAc  Aff  ait)  ago  bf  ACAif  65  T)Af  bAinm  ColniAn 
Cum  oibfe  ei^in.  T)eif5eA*0Af  "oa  CottriAn  "oeAs  teif  An  Aonguc 
fin  6tim  nA  liAbAnn  A\y  yon  ColmAn  'oo  gAifm  Aguf  nAC  "oubf At) 
CotmAn  -OAifigte  ago.  A^tjf  -oob  fotluf  intitACC  rfiAnAC 
Tnocu-OA  'oe  fin. 

A^uf  bAt)  mof  An  urhlA  -j  AbfoistDe  inA  cceinneAfAib  -j 
inA  eAftAincib  triAf  "oeAfbCAf  AmAnAC  "oiob  a^a'  f iti'oif  Cf urtiA 
A  GfeAccAib  A  cuifp  If  An  CfUge  inA  "oeAis  1  nAf  eAgAon  1  nAf 
innif  e  *oo  neAc  "]  nAf  fguif  -oa  obuif  -oa  noiminc,  5iT)eAt)  'oob 
fottuf   A\(A   fiojAif   50    fAib    fe    eAflAinceAt   oif   -oo   cliuAit) 

A60fp    ACCAOlte     50     tnof.  AsUf    'OO    jAb    CfUAgA    1    CfOGAlfe 

rhof  nA  bfAiCfe  •Oo.  Agtif  -ofiAffuis  ITIocti-OA  -Oe,  fA  pein  a 
urhtA  -]  AfiAglA,  cuif  A  eAftAince.  X)o  CAifbeAin  An  bfACAif 
AtAOib  -60,  "]  lA-Q  Af  nA  ngeAff At)  te  gA-o  X)o  bi  f otfUAit)  CAifif . 
'OfiAffAig  triocti'OA  GiA  -OO  fin  An  fOT)  neAfhcfOGAifeAt  'oo- 
fulAins   fo    Ofc.     A'OubAifc    An    mAnAc : — ''La   "oo  bAniAf   A5 
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to  the  ripest  and  largest  fields,  reaped  and  bound  a  great  deal 
quickly,  and  gathered  the  crop  into  one  place.  The  monks 
marvelled,  though  they  knew  it  was  God's  work  and  they  praised 
and  thanked  Him  and  Mochuda. 

The  spirit  of  obedience  amongst  Mochuda's  monks  was  such 
that  if  any  senior  member  of  the  community  ordered  another 
to  lie  in  the  fire  he  would  be  obeyed.  As  an  instance  of  this, 
— some  of  the  brethren  were  on  one  occasion  baking  bread 
in  an  oven  when  one  of  the  monks  said  to  another  younger 
than  himself,  "The  bread  is  burning:  take  it  out  instantly." 
There  was  an  iron  shovel  for  drawing  out  the  bread  but  the 
brother  could  not  find  it  on  the  instant.  He  heeded  not  the  flames 
which  shot  out  of  the  oven's  mouth  but  caught  the  hot  bread 
and  shifted  it  with  his  hands  and  suffered  no  hurt  whatever.  ^^ 
On  another  day  the  monks  were  engaged  in  labour  beside  the 
river  which  runs  through  the  monastery.  One  of  the  senior  monks 
called  upon  a  young  monk  named  Colman  to  do  a  certain  piece 
of  work.  Immediately,  as  he  had  not  named  any  particular 
Colman,  twelve  monks  of  the  name  rushed  into  the  water.  The 
readiness  and  exactness  of  the  obedience  practised  was  displayed 
in  this  incident. 

Great  moreover  was  their  meekness  and  patience  in  sickness 
or  ill-health  as  appears  from  the  case  of  the  monk  out  of 
the  wounds  of  whose  body  maggots  fell  as  he  walked ;  yet  he 
never  complained  or  told  anyone  or  left  his  work  for  two  moments 
although  it  was  plain  from  his  appearance  that  his  health  was 
declining,  and  he  was  growing  thinner  from  day  to  day.  The 
brothers  pitied  him  very  much.  At  length  Mochuda  questioned 
him — putting  him  under  obedience  to  tell  the  truth — as  to  the 
cause  of  his  decline.  The  monk  thereupon  showed  him  his  sides 
which  were  torn  by  a  twig  tied  fast  around  them.  Mochuda  asked 
him  who  had  done  that  barbarous  and  intolerable  thing  to  him. 
The  monk  answered : — "  One  day  while  we  were  drawing  logs  of 
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c>A|\^in5  m-Ai*oe  fiorhoiti  on  ccoitt"]  *oo  t)|Mf  mo  cfMOf  te  tneAt)  tiA 
-pexi-omx^  *oo  bi  o|\m  xi^uf  -oo  tuic  mo  teine  fem  6ofxMt) ;  t^o 
contixMfc  nex^c  *o^  pAit)  ^m  •61A15  -pin,  -Agtif  -o-p^ifs  -An  5x^*0  fo 
cx\|\  mo  tAoX)A^X)  coimce-Ann  fin  lonnuf  suji  motA5xM*6  peoit  mo 
t-AOit)  UA^'6J'  A*otJb-Ai|vc  tTlottJ'O-A: — "Cj^e-At)  turn  n^|\  fgAOitif 
■pein  >An  s-at)"?  A'oubxMfAC  x\n  mAnx\c,  ''Tl^c  tiom  -pein  -An  co|\p 
fo  1  An  nex\6  "oo  cuif  o^m  e  n-A^v  f^Aoit  e."  Aguf  *oo  t!)i 
t>UAt>Am  loml-An  6  *oo  cui^eAt)  -An  g-At)  CAi|\if  gup  -AntJ.Ai|A  fin. 
A*oub-Aifc  tTloctJ'O-A: — "Af  mof  -An  pi.An  'optiitingif,  -a  t)f-At-Aif, 
-Aguf  -Af-A  fon  fin  t)iot)  *oo  fog-A  -A5-A*o  ft-Aince  cuifp  no  -AnmA 
•Of-AgAit  -Annoif  te  •out  cum  n-A  be-ACA  fioffiiise."  A*otJt)-Aifc 
fion: — "Cfe-A*o  -cob  -Ail  liomf-A  -oo  beit  -Af  -An  f-AOg-At  f o 'M 
A^iif  x>o  tog  -out  (bum  nirhe.  Aguf  -Af  n^Ab-Ait  Cf-ACf-Aiminu 
1  coim-Aoine-A6  "oo  "oo  chUAit)  "oo  cum  nirhe. 

U-Aini5  l-A  eite  50  tTlocu'OA  be-An  -o-Af  b-Ainm  t)fi5  -]  -a  t-Aiti 
eiflingte  -Aice  n-Af  bpei'oitA  te  Acogb-Ail  o  n-A  CAob,  i  a  fe-Af  te. 
Aguf  -oo  jui-deA-OAji  tDocu-Q-A  fon  t-Airh  -oo  ft-Anu^At).  Aguf 
•CO  bi  -An  X)eAn  coffAc  -AncAn  fin.  -Aguf  *oo  fin  Tnocu*o-A  -a  lAm 
te  liub-Att  cuice  m-Af  "Oo  fin  te  tiingin  Cu-An-A,  fe  pt-An-on-Aic. 
A^uf  -A-oubAifc  '^Aete-AU-A,"  .Af  fe,  ''cuif  -An  t-Atti  e-Aft-An  -Af 
ce^nn  -An  ub-Aitt  fo."  Aguf  "00  cuif  m^f  -ATJUb-Aifc  ITIocu'O-a. 
A^uf  -oo  5t-AC  -An  cub-Att  -Af  -At-Airh  -]  'oo  bi  ft.An  -]  m-Af  •00  bt-Aif 
fi  -An  cub-Att  "DO  cuifmig  -a  coiffceAf  5-An  ceinne-Af,  ^au 
•ooc-Atri-At.     A^uf  *oo  6u.AT)Af  r\A  cuis  m-Aitte  5-Aifoe-ACtif. 

Amuit  "OO  t-AfngAif  -An  f-Ait)  Cotum  Cuitte  i  mof-An  -oO' 
nAorh-Aib  eite  *oo  ITJocu-o-a  -a  lonnAfb-AX)  -a  KAitin,  CAini^  tlig 
Ue-Arhf-AC,  t)t-ACfh-AC  m^c  Ao"6-a  Sl-Aine,  1  *Oi-Afmui*o  -Abf-AC-Aif,  -|. 
cteifig  eite  tdo  muincif  Ctu-AnA  liOAfAifo  "oo  f?uf-Ait  oftA. 
Vt)ocur>A  *oo  lonnAfbAt).  A^uf  A-oubfA-OAf  f if  : — "P-AgAibfi  An 
bAite  fo  A^uf  An  CAtAtri  uite,  Aguf  X)eAnA  lonnAX)  *ouic  fein.'^ 
A"oubAifc  triotu'OA : — ''Af  Ann  fo  but)  -Ait  *OAmfA  mo  beACA  *oa 
Cf iocnu5A*6  A^uf  AC-Aim  mof-An  -oo  btiA'6nAib  a  f eifbif  'OO  T)ia 
Ann  nA6  [beA^  (?)]  fAnAgfA  Cfioc  mo-o  beACtiA-o.     Aguf  [Af]  An 
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timber  from  the  wood  my  girdle  broke  from  the  strain,  so  that  my 
clothes  hung  loose.  A  monk  behind  me  saw  this  and  cutting  a 
twig  tied  it  so  tightly  around  my  sides  that  it  has  caused  my 
flesh  to  mortify."  Mochuda  asked — "And  why  did  you  not  loosen 
the  twig"  ?  The  monk  rephed — "Because  my  body  is  not  my 
own  and  he  who  tied  it  (the  withe),  has  never  loosed  it."  It  was 
a  whole  year  since  the  withe  had  been  fastened  around  him. 
Mochuda  said  to  him  : — ^"Brother,  you  have  suffered  great  pain  ; 
as  a  reward  thereof  take  now  your  choice — your  restoration  to 
bodily  health  or  spiritual  health  by  immediate  departure  hence 
to  eternal  life."  He  answered,  deciding  to  go  to  heaven: — "Why 
should  I  desire  to  remain  in  this  life."  Having  received  the 
Sacrament  and  the  Holy*  Communion  he  departed  hence  to  glory. 

There  came  to  Mochuda  on  another  occasion  with  her  husband, 
a  woman  named  Brigh  whose  hand  lay  withered  and  useless  by  her 
side  :  she  besought  the  saint  to  cure  her  hand.  Moreover  she 
was  pregnant  at  the  time.  Mochuda  held  out  an  apple  in  his 
hand  to  her  as  he  had  done  before  to  Flandnait,^^  the  daughter  of 
Cuana,  saying — "Alleluia,  put  forth  your  nerveless  hand  to  take 
this  apple."  She  did  as  she  was  told  and  took  the  apple  from 
his  hand  and  was  cured  ;  moreover  as  she  tasted  the  fruit  parturition 
came  on — without  pain  or  inconvenience,  after  which  [the  pair] 
returned  to  their  home  rejoicing. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  of  Columcille  and  other  holy 
men  that  Mochuda  should  be  expelled  from  Rahen  the  king  of 
Tara,  Blathmac,  the  son  of  Aodh  Slaine,  and  his  brother  Diarmuid^* 
came,  together  with  some  clergy  of  the  Cluain  Earaird  ^^  community, 
to  carry  out  the  eviction  .'^  They  said  to  him"  Leave  this  monastery 
and  region  and  seek  a  place  for  yourself  elsewhere."  Mochuda 
replied — "In  this  place  I  have  desired  to  end  my  days.  Here  I 
have  been  many  years  serving  God  and  have  almost  reached  the 
end  of  my  Hfe.     Therefore  I  shall  not  depart  unless  I  am  dragged 
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A'6X)A\\  fin  ni  puise^rh  An  cionn^-ofx^  munA  ccAt\Ain5teA|\  -Afv 
t^rh^it!)  50  tiAirrrOeonAc  Af  me,  oif  ni  -oeAjrhxMfe-AC  •00  fe^noit^ 
An'oeijAeAX)  At)ex\tA  50  nx^tfocAt)  fe  *oa  -Oeoin  x\f  An  lonnA-o 
Anibe-A*o  fe  |\e  li-Ainifi|\  -pAXiA.''      X)\ompm^eA'OA\y  r\A  tiwAifte  fin 

50  X)lAtmAC   1  *00  finflAT)   CAfx\01*0  Th0CUT)A  50  f-Attf-A  ACCA^A^X) 

lonroA  |Aif.  Agtif  'oo  guise^'OAfv  e  50  cciocfAt)  fein  "oo  fSt^iof 
XWo6ux>A,  6  n^c  -oex^ffnAii:)  0|At-AfAn  a  pA^t>A^t.  U^inig  lomoffo 
-^^  1^15  50  focfAiT)  rhof.  AT)tit)Aifvc  tTlottJ-oxx  fe  n^  m^ntAitt 
-ArhxMt  f^it),  fe  ccex^cc  "oon  fig,  ''A  bfxMtfe  ^f^-ox^^A,"  A\y  fe, 
^'otlrrnjisi-o  buf  neife^-oA  i  ceAngtxM-o  i-a*o,  Af  geAff  [50  'ocioc- 
f Alt!)]  fifeigion  "]  gttJAifiocc  of uib  o  tiseAfnAoit)  An  CAlrhAn  fo, 
*oo  '6eAnAi*o  buf  nionAftDAt)  "|  buf  n*oiotctif  Af  buf  nionnAT)  f em." 
UAmi5  lAf um  An  fig  ■]  At)f  Aitif  "]  mof  An  'ouAiftit)  eite  teo.  A^uf 
'oofmeA'OAf  c6mntiiT)e  Accorhfoguf  llAitm.  Agtif  t)©  cuif  An 
fig  A  bfAitif,  .1.  T)iAfmtii'o,  mAille  mofAn  eite  'oionnAfbA'o 
XY\o6ux)A,  1  X)A  6tJf  Af  An  mbAite  'oa  Ainroeom,  6if  -oo  gAb 
T)iAfmtii'o  *oo  tAirh  50  n'oiongnAt)  f e  fin.  Aguf  Af  AmtAit)  f uAif 
fe  Tnocu-OA  A5  ufnAigte  if  An  coifin  a^u]"  -ofiAffiiig  tTlocu-OA 
t)e  ci-o  mm  AccAinig  fe  ce  'oo  t)i  Afiof  Aige.  A'oubAifc  T)iAfmm*o 
gufAb  e  "blAcmAC  An  fig  "OO  cuif  e  "oa  gAbAit  fion  a\^  lAirh  "oa 
bfeit  Af  An  ccAtAif  1  x>a  lonnAfbAt)  Af  An  tni'oe  uite.  ''t)eAnA 
mAt)  Alt  •omc,"  Af  Hlocu-OA,  ''oif  ACAmAOiX)ne  ottAtti  cum  gAc 
ni*o  "OfutAns  Af  SfA-O  Cfiofc."  A*out)AifC  T)Aifmui'o: — "Af 
T)eimin  nAC  -oionsAnfA  50  hif^At  a  teiceiT)  •OAin-oUje;  'oeinet)  An 
ue  toi^eof Af."  A'OubAifC  THocu'da: — "X)o  ^eAX)A  cufA  flAiteAf 
T)e,  -|  biAi-o  cu  At)  fi5  50  Iuac  AnionnAX)  tdo  bf ACAf ,  *]  An  a^aix) 
lompuijeAf  cu  uAimp  ni  'oiulcfAi'6fi  fe  tiAOi-oe  50  bfAt,  Aguf 
An  c-im-OeAfSAt)  1  An  Aitif  "oo  beAfAt)  An  fig  *6uic  Amuic 
Annoif  Ai(y  f on  nAf  cfiocnui'oif  An  nix)  cum  ACCAngAif  f acai^O  fi 
A  motA-o  ■]  Acctu  'ouicfi,  1  Ai(\.  fon  5Uf  fmuAinif  olc  "oo  •beAnAtti 
-OArhfA  1  5Uf  bottmugcA  cuige  tu  inA  Ca6  ni  geAbA  -oo  rtiAC 
fi$e  ZA\\  teif ."  T)o  6uaix)  'OiAfmuit)  guf  An  fig  1  -oo  innif  nAf 
feAX)  uf  661*0  A1(\  -oorhAn  -oo  -oeAnArh  -oo  1TIocux)a.     A*oubAifc  An 
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hence  by  the  hands  against  my  will,  for  it  is  not  becoming  an  old 

man  to  abandon  easily  the  place  in  which  he  has  spent  great  part 

of  his  life.'"      Then  the  nobles   returned  to  Blathmac  and  they 

made  various  complaints  of  Mochuda,  accusing  him  falsely  of  many 

things  ;  finally  they  asked  the  king  to  undertake  the  expulsion 

personally,  for  they  were  themselves  unequal  to  the  task.     The 

king  thereupon  came  to  the  place  accompanied  by  a  large  retinue. 

Alluding  prophetically  to  the  king's  coming,  previous  to  that  event, 

Mochuda  said,    addressing  the  monks: — "Beloved   brothers,   get 

ready   and    gather    together    your   belongings,   for  violence  and 

eviction  are  close  at  hand  :  the  chieftains  of  this  land  are  about 

to  expel  and  banish  you  from  your  own  home."     Then  the  king, 

with  his  brothers  and  many  of  the  chief  men,  arrived  on  the  scene. 

They  encamped  near  Rahen  and  the  king  sent  his  brother  Diarmuid 

with  some  others  to  expel  Mochuda  and  to  put  him  out  by  force — 

which  Diarmuid  pledged  his  word  he  should  do.     It  was  in  the 

choir  at  prayer  that  Diarmuid  found  Mochuda.     Mochuda,  though 

he  knew  his  mission,  asked  Diarmuid  why  he  was  come  and  what 

he  sought.     Diarmuid  replied   that  he   came   by  order   of   King 

Blathmac  to  take  him    by    the  hand    and  put  him  out  of   that 

establishment   and    to    banish   him   from    Meath.     "Do    as    you 

please,"    said  Mochuda,  "for    we   are    prepared    to    undergo    all 

things  for  Christ's  sake."     "By  my  word,"  answered  Diarmuid, 

"I  shall  never  be  guilty  of  such  a  crime;   let  him  who  chooses 

do  it."     Mochuda  said  : — "You  shall  possess  the  kingdom  of  God 

and    you   shall    reign   in    your    brother's    stead    and    your    face 

which  you  have  turned  from  me  shall  never  be  turned  from  your 

enemies.     Moreover  the  reproaches  which  the  king  will  presently 

cast  upon  you  for  not  doing  the  work  he  has  set  you,  will  be  your 

praise  and  your  pride.     At  the  same  time  as  a  penalty  for  your 

evil  designs  towards  me  and  your  greater  readiness  to  drive  me 

out,    your   son    shall    not    succeed    you    in    the    sovereignty."'^^ 

Diarmuid  returned  to  the  king  and  told  him  that  he  could  do  no 

injury   to   Mochuda.     The   king   retorted    [sarcastically   and]    in 
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fi5  50  t:ex\p5x\6: — ''Kv^Ar^A^'6  fin  a  "Oix^timuiT)."  A'OtJt)Ai|\c 
*Oi-AfimtiiT) : — "Af  m^f  fin  t)0  ^eAlt  mocu*ox\,  ojl^Sc  'Oe,  •bAfh." 
T)i-A|\mtnT)  Kti-AnxM'O  ^'oeiftige  fif  6  fin  fUxXf  oif  A-outDfA-o^f 
uite  mAfA  rholA-o  -oo  Aneinf ex\cc  ^f  fiofv  guf At)  tltJxxn-Ai-o. 

Af  -Ann  •DO  cuifeA*OAf  n^  huAifte  fin  cpAnncuf  eA'OA\\.tA 
fein,  T)^  -pexiCuin  cia  •oiot)  -oa  foiceAt)  lAtti  *oo  cufv  a  THocu-oa 
fAf Aif  An  fig  "OA  tAff Aingc  AmAC  Af  An  mAinif cif.  Agiif  "oo  tiiic 
An  cfAnncuf  Aif  AifCinneA6  CluAnA  li1ofAi|vo.  Aguf  -oo 
ctJAi'6  An  fig  A-^uy  e  fein  "]  mofAn  "00  *6A0init!>  lAi'Ofe  teo  fAn 
mAinifcif .  Aguf  fUAfA"OAf  tTlocu'OA  "]  a  t)f Aitfe  50  liuile  fAn 
eAgtAif.  A'oubAifC  neAc  fAi*6t)if  aco  -OAf  bAinm  CfonAn  *oo 
jut  Af T) : — ''T)eAnAi'6  50  tUAc  An  ni-o  •  turn  a  ccAngAbAf." 
A*otit)Aifc  triocu'OA: — "'Oo  geAtJA  cufA  t)Af  50  lUAt  5i"6eA*6  a\k 
-Af  fon  50  ccugAif  AtmfA  lonroA  -oArhfA  a\[  ^\yA'6  Cfiofc  1  50 
fAit)  zu  ceAnnfA  CAont)AfA6  fiotn  guf  Aniug  biAit)  *oo  fiol 
fAi-Obif  50  bfAC."  As«f  "OO  fiofAt)  An-oubAifc.  1?eAf  eite 
•OAf  Aintn  *OtilAc  "00  ia-oai^  fe  fuil  "oa  fuitib.     Aguf  -oo  gAb 

A5   SAIfe  "I  A  f AnArhAX)  f a  1Tl0Ctl*OA.       ATDUtDAIfC   triocu'OA  : — ''Af 

niAf  fin  biAf  cu  50  Cfi6  *oo  beACA  a\k  teACfuii  *]  cu  A5  gAife 
T>o  gnAic  1  biAi-o  mof  An  tdot)  cfliocc  mAf  fin.''  t1eA6  eite  -oiob 
•OAf  t)Ainm  CAitce  -oo  fin  Ai"6t!)iffeoifeAcc  i  conncfA6c  a\\ 
trioCu'OA.     A'OtJtDAifC  ITIocti'OA: — ''5^^^'^i*o  'oifincefiA  50  lu At 

CU    -J    5AtAf    fUAlt   1    'OO    jeAbAlf    t)Af.''         A^Uf    CAflA    fin    mAf 

fin,  1  Af  lonrbA  "oiot)  "oa  ccAflA  olc  *]  'OfocfAgbAtA  cfe  nA 
nAin*oti5te  fein  bui)  6oif  *oo  caoi  AnuAn  fin.  A^uf  mAf  -oo 
6onnAif c  An  f  15  fin  -oo  gAb  feAfg  mof  e  Aguf  -oo  cuai-O  fein  *] 
At)  CluAnA  tiGAfAifX),  "I  "OO  gtACA'OAf  tAiTi  5ACA  nTniine  *oo 
XYio6ur>A,  1  "oo  CAfAinseATDAf  teo  e  Af  a  CACAif  AmA6  50 
heAfonoifAt,  miomo*6Arhiiil,  1  no  fineA-OAf  AfhtnnnceAf  An  mi) 
ceA*6nA  fe  mtnnncif  ttloCu-oA.  Aguf  -oo  tiA-OAf  i-oif  frif  A^tif 
mnAOi  A5  cAOi  *]  A5  ofnA'OAit  *]  a  nuAttstibA  f eACnoin  An  bAile  in 
5 AC  nAifo  Af  nA  nionnAfbA'o  50  tieAfonof a6  Af  a  ccACAf  -j  Af 
A  mbAite  fein.     Si-OeA"©  •oot)  lom-oA  -oonA  flUAgAib  a^a  fAib 
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anger,  "What  a  valiant  man  you  are,  Diarmuid."  Diarmuid 
replied: — "That  is  just  what  Mochuda  promised — that  I  should 
be  a  warrior  of  God."  He  was  known  as  Diarmuid  Ruanaidh 
thenceforth,  for  the  whole  assembly  cried  out  with  one  voice — 
truly  he  is  valiant  (Ruanaidh). 

Next,  the  nobles  present  cast  lots  to  decide  which  one  of  them 
should  go  with  the  king  to  la}^  hands  on  Mochuda  and  expel 
him  from  the  monastery.  The  lot  fell  upon  the  Herenach  of  Cluain 
Earaird.'^  He  and  the  king  accompanied  by  armed  men  went  to 
the  monastery  where  they  found  Mochuda  and  all  the  brethren 
in  the  church.  Cronan,  a  certain  rich  man  in  the  company,  shouted 
•out,  "Make  haste  with  the  business^  on  which  you  are  come." 
Mochuda  answered  him — "You  shall  die  immediately,  but  on 
account  of  the  alms  which  you  gave  me  for  love  of  Christ  and  on 
account  of  your  uniform  piety  heretofore  your  progeny  shall 
prosper  for  ever."  That  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled.  Another 
man,  Dulach  by  name,  winked  mockingly  with  one  of  his  eyes  ; 
moreover  he  laughed  and  behaved  irreverently  towards  Mochuda. 
Mochuda  said  to  him  : — ^"'Thus  shall  you  be — with  one  eye  closed 
and  a  grin  on  your  countenance — to  the  end  of  your  life  ;  and  of 
your  descendants  many  will  be  similarly  afflicted."  Yet  another 
meml)er  of  the  company,  one  Cailche,  scurrilously  abused  and 
cursed  Mochuda.  To  him  Mochuda  said  : — ^"Dysentry  will  attack 
you  immediately  and  murrain  that  will  cause  your  death."  The 
misfortune  foretold  befell  him  and  indeed  woeful  misfortune  and 
ill  luck  pursued  many  of  them  for  their  part  in  that  wrong 
doing.  When  the  king  saw  these  things  he  became  furious  and, 
advancing — himself  and  the  abbot  of  Cluain  Earaird — they  took 
each  a  hand  of  Mochuda  and  in  a  disrespectful,  uncivil  manner, 
they  led  him  forth  out  of  the  monastery  while  their  followers  did 
the  same  with  Mochuda's  community.  Throughout  the  city  and 
in  the  country  around  there  was  among  both  sexes  weeping,  mourn- 
ing, and  wailing  over  their  humiliating  expulsion  from  their 
own  home  and  monastery.     Even  amongst  the  soldiers  of  the 
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^t^^'^S    1    C|\6Cv\if\e    rhop    -oo    t1locirOv\,   -j   x)a   rhumncif    g^bj^ij 
fin  vnA\\  fin. 

*Oo  t)i  iriAnAC  T)o  nnnnncip  tTlocu-o<\  ^n^a  f*Mt)  poCaX^jaa  in*x 
coif  A^tif  'DO  51115  tllocu-OA  -An  fig  1  A  cotti^Mfle  uile  50  leijf mif 
If  An  rriAinifcif  e  6  uac  \\a\X)  f lub^l  ^ige,  1  -do  eici5eA*OAf  uile 
e.  'Oo  i;A\]\  ITIocu'OA  au  ni^n^c  cuise  "]  -ofogAif  An^inm  Cfiofc 
•oon  cinneAf  cof  An  ttiAtuMj  •ofA^bAil  i  "oul  Accoif  CoLmAin  .1. 
pfiontifA  "OO  bi  -A5  CAtu-^AX)  mA  a-^a}-6  50  inof .  Aguf  -oo  tiMif 
An  ceinmof  nA  coif  An  feAX)  "Oo  X)\  nA  beACxx.  Aguf  -oeifig  An 
mAnAt  1  -oo  6fuit!)Ail  -]  *oo  c1iuxM"6  le  n-A  rh^ijifcif. 

'Oo  t)i  bfv'vt.Mf  .\f\fAi-6  "OO  muincif  TTIo^ii-o-a,  1  -oo  toj  fe 
-A  At)tA6xXi!)  "DO  belt  A  IvAitin  1  C115  1TIocut)a  ceAX)  "oo  "j  -oo  gAb 
comAOine  ")  f-AfCf^xbo^T!)  'Oo  lAirh  mo6ti-OA.  Aguf  -oo  CtiAit)  Cum 
nirhe  x^bfl-A5n^1fe  CA]t  1  X)0  bAt)lAiceA'0  a  Cofp  ,a  RAicin  -Arhuit 
"DO  C05  fein. 

A5  inice^tc  •00  TTlotu-OA  a  llAicin  -oo  5>Ab  -oo  feil^  nA 
mbfAtxJkf  Af  cuAifc  -]  "00  t^om  ^5^  fAicfin;  -oo  i^ff  be^nnoCc  a 
f.\ib  At)lAicte  innce  1  *oo  fin  ufn^igce  a\\a  fon.  Aguf  c^iinig 
•00  ceAX)  "Oe  5Uf  ofguil  uai-d  iri*.\nAi5  "oiob  Abpixxgn^ife  6a\c  tiile 
-]  b-A  f a*DaX  fonne  fin  6  "oo  hA-ol-Aicexxx)  e,  -j  "do  cogtnb  a  CeA^nn  .Af 
An  UA15,  -)  A-oubAifC  -oo  5UC  Afo: — "A  -duine  nAkorhcA  *]  x\6AfAiT) 
"Oe,  beAnn>Ai5  finne  -j  ciseAt)  -oo  bfij  -do  be^nnocc  a\^  neipje 
1  A\y  n-otil  leAZ  m^f  AfAcbxMt)  cu."  ADUb-Aifc  \Y\o6ux>a: — **11i 
TiingeAnf A  obAif  nuA  oif  ni  be^n^b  eifeif ge  -Af  AnufOAit  fin  *oo 
•Oxvoinib  foirrie  eifeifge  An  cme  ttAonnA  uile."  A'OubAifc  An 
mAnAC  Afif: — "CfeAX)  uim  a  bpAgbA  finn  -j  guf Ab  ArhAlAit)  X)a 
geAllArriAf  [Af]  rhbeit  An  AOimonnAt)  fioc  50  bpAC  -j  -00  beic 
An  AOin  lonnAt)  finn"?  A-oubAifc  moCu-OA: — "A  mAnAi$ 
An  ccuAlA  cu  An  pf oibef b  fo  *  necessitas  movet  decietum  et 
consilium'  .1.  coftnifsionn  An  ceigionncuf  coil  -j  cortiAifle  riA 
n-DAOine.  Aguf  -oeAnAi-o  fi  corhnuit)e  Annfo  An  buf  nionnAt)Aib 
fein  T  iomp6i$  mife  niAille  fem  uile  ttiAnCAib  CugAib  Ia 
eifeifse  Cai6,  "]  fACAmAoit)  suf  An  ccfoif  ux>  aca  An  x)0f uf  nA 
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king  were  many  who  were  moved  to  pity  and  compassion  for 
Mochuda  and  his  people. 

One  of  Mochuda's  monks  had  gout  in  his  foot  and  for  him 
Mochuda  besought  the  king  and  his  following  that  he,  as  he  was 
unable  to  travel,  might  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  monastery  ; 
the  request  was,  however,  refused.  Mochuda  called  the  monk  to 
him  and,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  he  commanded  the  pain  to  leave 
the  foot  and  to  betake  itself  to  the  foot  of  Colman,"^^  the  chieftain 
who  was  most  unrelenting  towards  him.  That  soreness  remained 
in  Colman's  foot  as  long  as  he  lived.  The  monk  however  rose 
up  and  walked  and  was  able  to  proceed  on  his  way  with  his 
master. 

There  was  an  aged  monk  who  wished  to  be  buried  at  Rahen  ; 
Mochuda  granted  the  request,  and  he  received  Holy  Communion 
and  sacred  rites  at  the  saint's  hands.  Then  he  departed  to  heaven 
in  the  presence  of  all  and  his  body  was  buried  at  Rahen  as  he  had 
himself  chosen  that  it  should  be. 

Leaving  Rahen  Mochuda  paid  a  visit  to  the  monastic  cemetery 
weeping  as  he  looked  upon  it ;  he  blessed  those  interred  there  and 
prayed  for  them.  By  the  permission  of  God  it  happened  that  the 
grave  of  a  long  deceased  monk  opened  so  that  all  saw  it,  and, 
putting  his  head  out  of  the  grave,  the  tenant  of  the  tomb  cried 
out  in  a  loud  voice  :  "O  holy  man  and  servant  of  God,  bless  us 
that  through  thy  blessing  we  may  rise  and  go  with  you  whither 
you  go."  Mochuda  replied: — "So  novel  a  thing  I  shall  not  do, 
for  it  behoves  not  to  raise  so  large  a  number  of  people  before  the 
general  resurrection."  The  monk  asked — ^"Why  then  father,  do 
you  leave  us,  though  we  have  promised  union  with  you  in  one 
place  for  ever"  ?  Mochuda  answered  : — -"Brother,  have  you  ever 
heard  the  proverb — necessity  is  its  own  law.  Remain  ye  therefore 
in  your  resting  places  and  on  the  day  of  general  resurrection  I 
shall  come  with  all  my  brethren  and  we  shall  all  assemble  before 
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tie^SlAife  -Amtii6  |\e  nAt)x\fvcA|\  'ct\of  nA  tixMngeAl'  i  imcefiigmi-o 
|\e  ceile  cum  An  btAeiteAttinuif/'  Aguf  ^t^  i^at)  tiA  mb|Mx^tAt\ 
fin  -oo  tnocuDA  T>o  ttiis  inA|\  a  |\Ait>  inA  tixM-6  fein  *]  'oo  -OAins- 
ni5eA*6  -An  c6rht\A. 

xXsuf  •onntig  1Tlocti"OA  -]  a  pobAl  5ti|\  x\n  cct^oif  A-otJbpAm-Af 
T  'oiompuig  cum  au  1115  -Apif  -|  x^-out^Aipc  |\if — ''pe^C  of  •00 
cionn  x\n  nex\rh  -]  ipeAC  fiof  x\|\  CAtAtti.''  A^uf  -opeAC  -An  iM'g. 
A*out)xMpc  ITIocu-ox^: — ''tlAp  fe-Albxx  ctifx^  neArh  1  CAlArh  -j  50 
f5tMOfc>A|\  50  tu-Ac  0*0  fige  "J  6*0  f^lAite^rhnuf  -pein  cu  -j  An 
bp-AtAi|A  u*o  AgAT)  X)o  inrOeApsAif  cjie  n^p  ctii|\  fe  tArh  lonn^mfe 
t)ti"6  fvi5  e  A|\  "OO  beACAfA  -j  fVACtiAit)  "00  6ion  -Aguf  conoifv  "Oioc 
in  meA-o  fin  lonnuf  50  n*oeAfni-AT)fAf  en  fA  t)iA*6  nA  ti$;  *] 
f ACtiAi^b  cu  pein  Agiif  T)o  6tAnn  -oo  •Ofocb-Af  1  ni  ftiAit)  •ouine 
A|\  -DO  fliocc  o  Aimfiji  SiOfpA  AmAC."  Aguf  "00  mAtttiis 
Vt]o6ux)A  e,  1  *oo  t)Ain  CI05  be^g  "Oo  bi  n^  lAirh  Aif  fein  •] 
A|\  A  fiot  Agtif  Afe  Ainm  An  CIU15  fin  6  fin  -Ale  ''cto^  •oiot-A 
tDtAitmAic"  no  "clog  hA^'6ze  t)lA^tmA^c"  A\y  fon  511^  b-ACAit)  *] 
guf  •610CA15  X)lAzmAC  5onx\  fiot  6  nA  buAin  o\\tA.  T)o  bi, 
lomoffo,  clAnn  rhof  mAC  -]  in^ion  -A5  t)l-AcmAc  ■]  "OO  CuA-OAf  -Af 
neirhnix)  m^itle  fif  fein  cfe  ttiAtlocctnn  ITIociu'OA.  A'otibAifc 
fof  fif  -An  bpiAionnfA  ux)  CIuaua  liOAff Aifo  "oo  5IAC  Af  tAirh  e. 
"t)iA*6  cufA  -AT)  fe-AfboncAige  *]  -at)  itiogAix)  •oaoja  fut  nDe-A^Aix) 
cu  •oeAg.  A^uf  fgfioffuijeAf  6*0  cigeAfn^f  cu  ■]  ni  bi-A 
fd^nAfh  -Af  T)o  fiol."  Aguf  -oo  fiofAt)  fin  tnle.  A*otit)Aifc 
XYlocwoA  fe  ne-Ac  eite  -OAf  t-AfAing  .Af  lAitti  e; — "Cfe^T)  cug 
ofCfA  mo  5lACAf-A  Af  t.Airh  -ootn  bfeic  -Af  mo  6.At.Aif  fein"? 
AT)ut)AifCfion: — "Hiof  b-Ait  tiom  50  mbeAi!)  tTltiimneA6  fo  onoif 
-Aleitei-oe  fiut)  if  Ar\  tTli-oe."  ''Af  ceAX)  tiomf-A,"  -Af  VOo^u-qa, 
"-An  l-Arh  *oo  ctiifif  lonn^mfA  -Abeic  mAll-Aigte  "oo  fiof  1  An 
A5Ai"6  *oo  cuifif  ofm  *oom  •6iotctjf  6m  lonnAT)  fein  a  beit  f AtAc 
ceirhleA6  -oo  fiof.'*  A^uf  X)0  fiofA*6  fin,  6if  -oo  bfif  a  fut 
nA  cionn  An  ct\.Ait  fin.  T)o  conAifc  1T1o6u'OA  5^0  fAib  ctii*o 
•00    cotriAfbAib    1    -oo    pobAt   *OAifmAi5e    .1.    bAile   "oo    bAilcib 
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the  great  cross  called  '  Cross  of  the  Angels''^'*  at  the  church  door 
and  go  together  for  judgment."  When  Mochuda  had  finished,  the 
monk  lay  back  in  his  grave  and  the  coffin  closed. 

Mochuda,  with  his  following,  next  visited  the  cross  already 
mentioned  and  here,  turning  to  the  king,  he  thus  addressed  him  : — 
"* Behold  the  heavens  above  you  and  the  earth  below."  The  king 
looked  at  them  ;  then  Mochuda  continued  : — "  Heaven  may  you 
not  possess  and  even  from  your  earthly  principality  may  you 
soon  be  driven  and  your  brother  whom  you  have  reproached, 
because  he  would  not  lay  hands  on  me,  shall  possess  it  instead  of 
you,  and  in  your  lifetime.  You  shall  be  despised  by  all — so  much 
•so  that  in  your  brother's  house  they  shall  forget  to  supply  you 
with  food.  Moreover  yourself  and  your  children  shall  come  to  an 
€vil  end  and  in  a  little  while  there  shall  not  be  one  of  your  seed 
remaining."  Then  Mochuda  cursed  him  and  he  rang  his  small  bell 
against  him  and  against  his  race,  whence  the  bell  has  since  been 
known  as  "The  Bell  of  Blathmac's  Extinguishing,"  or  "The  Bell  of 
Blathmac's  Drowning,"'^  because  it  drowned  or  extinguished 
Blathmac  with  his  posterity.  Blathmac  had  a  large  family  of  sons 
and  daughters  but,  owing  to  Mochuda's  curse,  their  race  became 
extinct.'®  Next  to  the  prince  of  Cluain  Earaird  who  also  had 
seized  him  by  the  hand,  he  said  :  "You  shall  be  a  servant  and  a 
bondman  ere  you  die  and  you  shall  lose  your  territory  and  your 
race  will  be  a  servile  one."  To  another  of  those  who  led  him 
by  the  hand  he  said  : — "What  moved  you  to  drag  me  by  the  hand 
from  my  own  monastery"  ?  The  other  rephed  : — ^"It  pleased  me 
not  that  a  Munster  man  should  have  such  honour  in  Meath."  "I 
wish,"  said  Mochuda,  "that  the  hand  you  laid  on  me  may  be 
accursed  and  that  the  face  you  turned  against  me  to  expel  me 
from  my  home  may  be  repulsive  and  scrofulous  for  the  remainder 
of  your  life."  This  curse  was  effective  for  the  man's  eye  was  there- 
upon destroyed  in  his  head.  Mochuda  noticed  that  some  of 
•Columcille's  successors  and  people  from  Durrow,  which  was  one  of 
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CottJtnciUe  nA  ionnx\|\t)A*D.  Agiir  xx-otibAifu  fin  : — "iDMit)  co^a-o 
1  cex^nnAfXvMc  xxgtiibfe  *oo  jn^c  *]  *oo  t)ex\ncAOi  •oocx^ja  *]  "oit  a 
6eile,  6if\  *oo  bi  p^ijAC  rhoti  'Oib  if  xxn  ccogAt)  fo  "00  6u\\  oftnfA.'' 
Agtif  tiA  piof  fin. 

T)o  bfofCAige^'o  (Cf-A  tTlo6ti*Ox\  -Ann  fin  on  fig  "]  on  bpobAt 
-Accoiccinne  cum  imce^ccA  x^f  An  mbAite.  Agiif  x>o  gliixMf 
THocu'DA  5onA  'oeifciobx^lxMb  .1.  mof-feife^f  1  Cfi  fic6i*o  "|, 
occ  cceAX);  -j  •of^suib  Ar\  oifex\*o  ceAt)r\A  a  tlAitin  a\\  nA 
nAxylACAn.  Aguf  *oo  b-A*o-Af  mof^n  eile  beo  -q-a  i!)eif5iobx^tAib 
A\\Anr\A]X)  eAXAmtA  6if ex^nn  ^A\\  bf^gxMt  b^if.  Aguf  -An  "Ofong 
fin  *oo  bi  Aif  t^c-Aif  "Diob  "oo  b-A'Ox^f  l.An  "oo  5fx3^f-Aib  An 
SbiofAiT)  tlx^oirh  ^stjf  x^f  lonroA  -oiob  n-A  -61^15  fin  -oo  bt 
r\A  nex^fbo^Aib  1  r\A  bp-Ap^-OxMb  -Agtif  *oo  cunroxMjeAX)  leo 
fein  e^gtAife  lonrOA  *oo  X)^A.  Aguf  bio-O  -A  f?i0f  a^ux>  guf 
rhof  urht-Atc  An  e^fboig  nAomtA  .1.  XYlotwoA,  tn^f  •oex^fbtx^f 
If  An  TS^Al  fo — .1.  50  \\aX)at>a\k  ceiteAfn  rhof  tobAf  A^^e  An 
onoif  "]  -An-oignice  -A  feAltA  T)o  lex^t-c-A01b  nA  c-ACfAc  .1.  Kaww^ 
1  X)0  teijeAX)  50  tninic  "oa  bfiof  1  "oa  bffiouolxMrh  Ann  fin  ^An 
CAb-AifC  CAOibe  -00  neAc  eile  fin.  Aguf  *oo  cuAl^'Ox^f  nA 
tobAif  Accoiccinne  Aif  finx)  ©ifionn  guf  gAb  THocu-oa  cufAtn 
-J  tnuifeAf  nA  tobAf  fin.  Aguf  "oo  tiomAif5eAT)Af  Af  5AC  Aif*o 
ctnge  lonntif  50  fAib  ntnrheAf  -ooAifiriigte  -oiob  inA  focAif. 
Aguf  AncAn  -ofASAib  fe  tlAicin  cug  leif  iat)  50  tiof-tTlof  -j 
•00  fin  lonnAT)  "OAifijce  •001b  Ann  inA  bfuiliT)  6  foin  fo  onbif  7 
f A  T)i5nice  "DO  feif  Aicne  ttlocu'OA. 

A5  im teA6c  nA  fUge  'oo  tDoctj'OA  "]  *oa  "oeifgioblAib  6 
tlAitin  niAitte  fe  CAfbii-OAib  -]  fe  feAfAib  CAftA'6  "boib  Aif 
An  flije  cf Ann  mof  nA  tuige.  Aguf  niof  f eA-ofAT)  "out  CAifif 
•00  bfig  "otuif  nA  coitte  nA  cimpciotl.  Asuf  A'otibAifc  neAC 
•oiob: — "AcA  cfAnn  feorhumn  a]\  An  ftije  nAC  leigeAn  CAifif 
finn,"  A'oubAifC  ITlotti-OA: — "An  Ainm  CfiofC,  ACfOinnfe, 
eifig  AT)  feAfAfh  AT)  cionnAt)  fein."  Aguf  T)eifi5  An  cfAnn 
AcceAT)6if  te  mbfeicif  1T)octiT)A  An  AfCAiT)   fein   Agiif  triAifitv 
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Columcille's  foundations,  had  taken  part  in  his  eviction.  He 
thus  addressed  them: — "Contention  and  quarreUing  shall  be 
yours  for  ever  to  work  evil  and  schism  amongst  you — for  you  have 
had  a  prominent  part  in  exciting  opposition  to  rne."^^  And  so  it 
fell  out. 

The  king  and  his  people  thereupon  compelled  Mochuda 
to  proceed  on  his  way.  Mochuda  did  proceed  with  his  disciples, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  seven  in  number  (and  as  many  more  they 
left  buried  in  Rahen).  Moreover,  many  more  living  disciples  of 
his  who  had  lived  in  various  parts  of  Ireland  were  already  dead. 
All  the  community  abounded  in  grace  :  many  of  its  members 
became  bishops  and  abbots  in  after  years  and  they  erected  many 
churches  to  the  glory  of  God.^^ 

Understand,  moreover,  that  great  was  the  charity  of  the 
holy  bishop,  as  the  following  fact  will  prove  : — in  a  cell  without 
the  city  of  Rahen  he  maintained  in  comfort  and  respectability 
a  multitude  of  lepers.  He  frequentty  visited  them  and  ministered 
to  them  himself — entrusting  that  office  to  no  one  else.  It  was 
known  to  all  the  lepers  of  Ireland  how  Mochuda  made  their 
fellow-sufferers  his  special  care  and  family,  and  the  result  was 
that  an  immense  number  of  lepers  from  all  parts  flocked  to  him 
and  he  took  charge  and  care  of  them.  These  on  his  departure 
from  Rahen  he  took  with  him  to  Lismore  where  he  prepared 
suitable  quarters  for  them  and  there  they  have  been  ever  since^^ 
in  comfort  and  in  honour  according  to  Mochuda's  command. 

As  Mochuda  and  his  people  journeyed  along  with  their  vehicles 
they  found  the  way  blocked  by  a  large  tree  which  lay  across  it. 
Owing  to  the  densit}'  of  underwood  at  either  side  they  were  unable 
to  proceed.  Some  one  announced  : — "There  is  a  tree  across  the 
road  before  us,  so  that  we  cannot  advance."  Mochuda  said  :  "In 
the  name  of  Christ  I  command  thee,  tree,  to  rise  up  and  stand  again 
in  thy  former  place."  At  the  command  of  Mochuda  the  tree  stood 
erect  as  it  was  originally  and  it  still  retains  its  former  appearance. 
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6  fin  viA  6fitit  "pein,  -Aguf  x^c^it)  ctocxi  iomt)x\  -pon^  t)tin  a 
ccuirhniu5A*D  r\A  mio|\t)tJitte  fe. 

Ace  "oob  eigion  •oo  itnceAcc;  -j  An  oi'oce  *ofA5Aib  ITIocu'oa 
UAitin  if  Ann  *oo  bi  if  An  ccilt  fe  nAbAfCAf  T)fuim  Ctnlinn 
Agcoigcfic  triurriAn  -j  lAigeAn  7  ClAnnA  Tleitt,  gi'oeA'o  if 
An-outAig  ClAnnA  tleitl  aca  fi  a  bpeAfAib  CeAlt  -]  Af  mnce 
AZA  tlAitin.  A^uf  Af  Ann  fA  T)ftiini  Ctntinn  fin  -oo  bi  An  cAb 
nAorhcA  -oo  "oeAllfAigeA-o  T)o  rhiofbtnttib  .1.  t)Aff-pinn.  Aguf 
AjA  nA  triAf  a6  -oo  tnocu-OA  ASAigif  CiAf  Ain,  -J  An  oit)6e  inA  -oiai^ 
If  An  cACAif  A  bfint  CfonAn  Annoif  .1.  tlof  Cfe.  Agiif  "oo  bf 
An  oit)ce  fin  Ann  ^An  Aoi-6eAcc  56  •00  bi  ctiife  Aige  o  Cf onAn, 
oifv  -oo  iiltrhtii5  CfonAn  a  fuipeAf  *oo.  Aguf  "Oo  eimgit)  fin 
•out  T>A  CAitiorh  6if  At)ubAifc: — ''An  ce  -oo  feACAin  nA  tiAOigi-o 
1  *oo  fin  feAltA  t>o  Af  mom  fAfAig  AbfAX)  6  cac,  nAC  fAcliAt) 
x>A  ftige  ttnge  a6z  guf  cof a  "Oo  piAfOAoi  An  f AfAig  *oo  beic 
triAf  Aoi-Oib  Ai^e  An  aic  i!)Aoine."  Ox)  cuaIait)  CfonAn  fin 
(CAini5  50  tnocu*OA  1  *oo  feACAin  ("oo  corhAifle  THocu'da)  An 
cionnAT)  AfAib  fe  A\y  An  mom,  -]  x)0  coitiAfttng  fe  fern  -| 
1TlociiT)A  mAinifcif  A^uf  eAglAife  '60  Allof  Cfe.  Aguf  *oo 
fin  cACAif  mof  Ann  Abfuil  fem  A'6lAicte.  *Oo  ceilebAif 
XYiocwoA  "DO  Cf onAn  1  'oo  gAb  cfe  Gite  -]  CAinig  cum  nA  CAtf ac 
fiogA  fe  nAbA\\tA\\  CAifiot.  Af  nA  mAfA6  CAinrg  An  fig  .1. 
^Ailbe,  mAf  AfAib  VOotwoA  1  "oo  tAifg  lonnAt)  "oo  a  mDiongnAX) 
f6  eAglAif  "OO  cunroAC.  A'otibAifc  mocu'OA: — "Hi  ceA-ouis- 
teA\\  '6tiinn  6  T)ia  comnui*6e  "00  "OeAnAm  An  Aom  lonnAt)  no 
50  foiciom  An  CionnAT)  "oo  seAllAt)  -oumn  6  nA  nAorriAib/' 

Af  Annfin  CAngA-OAf  zeA^ZA  6  fij  LAigeAn  50  fi$  tTJurhAn^ 
-]  *oo  gui'OeA'OAf  e  -oo  bfij  a  cumAinn  1  Af omn  te  fij  lAigeAn 
•out  *oo  cugnAm  •oo.  Aguf  50  f  AbA^OAf  teAc-Cumn  -]  An  f  Ann 
cuAiX)  *o6ifinn  A5  ceAcc  -]  moffluAg  teo  *oo  mitteA'6  lAision. 
Af  AmtAi-o  -GO  bi  ^pAilbe  Ann  fin  Aguf  Aful  inA  CAgmuif  -j  niof 
tei5  An  nAife  vo  *Dut  Accoiscfic  1  e  teACCAOc.  Ox)  6onnAifc 
trioCu-oA   meAT)    nAife  An    fij;   -oo   beAnnAij   Afut  -j    -oo   cuif 
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and  there  is  a  pile  of  stones  there  at  its  base  to  commemorate 
the  miracle. 

It  was  necessary  to  proceed  ;  the  first  night  after  Mochuda's 
departure  from  Rahen  the  place  that  he  came  to  was  a  cell  called 
Drum  Cuilinn,^^  on  the  confines  of  Munster,  Leinster,  and  Clanna 
Neill,  but  actually  within  Clanna  Neill,  scil.  : — in  the  territory  of 
Fearceall  in  which  also  is  Rahen.  In  Drum  Cuilinn  dwelt  the 
holy  abbot,  Barrfhinn,  renowned  for  miracles.  On  the  morrow 
Mochuda  arrived  at  Saighir  Chiarain^^  and  the  following  night  at 
the  establishment  where  Cronan  is  now,  scil.  : — Roscrea.^^  That 
night  Mochuda  remained  without  entertainment  although  it  was 
offered  to  them  by  Cronan  who  had  prepared  supper  for  him. 
Mochuda  refused  however  to  go  to  it  saying  that  he  would  not 
go  out  of  his  way  to  visit  a  man  who  avoids  guests  and  builds  his 
cell  in  a  wild  bog  far  from  men  and  that  such  a  man's  proper  guests 
are  creatures  of  the  wilderness  instead  of  human  beings.  When 
Cronan  heard  this  saying  of  Mochuda  he  came  to  the  latter, 
by  whose  advice  he  abandoned  his  hermitage  in  the  bog  and  he, 
with  Mochuda,  marked  out  the  site  of  a  new  monastery  and  church 
at  Roscrea.  There  he  founded  a  great  estabHshment  and  there 
he  is  himself  buried.  Mochuda  took  leave  of  Cronan  and,  travelling 
through  Eile,*^  came  to  the  royal  city  named  Cashel.^^  On  the 
following  day  t?ie  king,  scil.  : — Failbhe,^  came  to  Mochuda  offering 
him  a  place  whereon  to  found  a  church.  Mochuda  replied  :— "It 
is  not  permitted  us  by  God  to  stay  our  journey  anywhere  till  we 
come  to  the  place  promised  to  us  by  the  holy  men." 

About  that  same  time  there  came  messengers  from  the  king 
of  Leinster  to  the  king  of  Munster  praying  the  latter,  by  viitue 
of  league  and  aUiance,  to  come  to  his  assistance  as  Leath-Chuinn 
and  the  north  were  advancing  in  great  force  to  ravage  Leinster. 
This  is  how  Failbhe  was  situated  at  the  time  :  he  had  lost  one 
of  his  eyes  and  he  was  ashamed  to  go  half-blind  into  a  strange 
territory.  As  soon  as  Mochuda  realised  the  extent  of  the  king's 
diffidence  he  blessed  the  eye  making  on  it  the  sign  of  the  cross 
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corh^jACA  11 A  ctioice  ce^fCA  tii|Ate,  i  vo  t)i  ftAti  x^bpix^jn^ife 
c^\ic.  Aguf  *oo  ceile^bxMfi  1Tlocti*ox\  -|  au  fij  -6^  ceile  x^^uf 
•oo  cuAit)  5AC  nT)tiine  *OAOit)  ^jia  conxMt\  -pein.  U^inig  An  jiig 
xJkgti'p  cionot  xxfttiAi5  "opojACxxcc  l-AigeAn  6  nx\  neige-Ati. 

Agtif  x)o  |AAini5  tTlocuT)A  fvoirhe  ct\e  ITIuf5|\x\oi  Oit\ti|A, 
x^5tlf  *oo  5At)  cige^fvtiA  da  ci|\e  fin  e  mxMtte  lionoi|\  rh6i|A, 
Ao'OAn  xJ^Ainm,  -j  cug  xmi  bxMte  fe  n-Abx^ft^jt  1pl  -oo,  i  "oo 
t)e-AnnxM5  XYiocwoA  e,  x^^uf  xi  fiot.  Agtif  c^inig  Ann  fein  if 
nA  *Oeifit).  Aguf  -oo  gx^t)  cfe  ttliiige  ^eimionn,  Agiif  -oo  fin 
corhnui'oe  An  Afo  t)feArminn  a\k  bf uac  nx\  Siiiif e.  Aguf  c^inig 
cm^e  Ann  fin  ITlx^oloccxMf  fig  nx\  nT)eifi  -Aguf  nA  titiAf Ail  eile 
x>A  rhmnncif  *oo  bi  AgcogAt)  "i  AneAfAoncA  triof  fif  Acimp- 
ceAll  ftnnn.  A^uf  "oo  fio-otns  tTlocu-OA  -oo  ceAX)  'Oe  eAzo\\tA, 
Aguf  -00  lei5  fei5  Ag  .imteAcc  iat).  Aguf  cug  tTlAoloccAif  An 
feAfAnn  fin  -00  tTlocti'OA.  Aguf  *oo  cortiAfCAig  feAllA  Ann 
Aguf  AZA  Aniti5  nA  bAile  rhof  ]\e  nAX)Ai(\.tAi[^  Afo  pionnAin  aja 
bftiit  poffAifce  rhof  -|  onoif  AnAinm  1TloctiT)A.  T)o  6onAifc 
beAn  ttlAolocuAif  Aiflin^  -]  Afi  fA  beAn  *oo  CuciniceAf  ingeAn 
fig  IDtirhAn,  ^Ailbe  piAnn,  .1.  baIua  -oeAnAc  f 6  Ailte  A5  eicioltAt) 
ofA  cionn,  1  eAn  ago  bux)  mo  -j  bA  tiAitte  inA  Aceile.  Aguf  -oo 
leAnAi-oif  nA  beoin  eile  e,  A^tif  •00  tufn  fe  An  ucc  An  fij, 
tTlAOloccAif .  Aguf  A\\.  neifge  Af  a  cot)lA  *oi  *oo  Aitfif  "oon  fig 
5AC  nit)  AT)  conAifc.  A'OtibAifc  An  fig: — "A  beAn,  if  m<Mc  An 
Aifling  AT)  connAifCif  "]  Af  geAff  50  ccoirhlionf  Af  i;  AftAT)  An 
eAnluit  AT)  conAicif  if  An  Aef — tnociiT)A  "]  AtriAnAig  Aif  fiobAl  o 
"RAicin.  Aguf  Afe  An  ceAn  Af  onoifige  T)iob,  1TIocut)A.  Aguf 
Afe  mAf  T)o  fui5  fe  Atn  uccf a,  lonnAT)  a  eifeifge  biAf  AgumfA 
Am  CAlAtti.     Agtif  biAit)  5fAfA  mofA  "ouinne  -|  T)Af  ccAlAm  T)e 

fin.''  Agtlf    T)0     fiOfAT)     ATTlAll     AT)tlbAlfC     An     fig     fiOfAOnT)A 

Aifling  AfhnA  fiofAonT)A. 

"La  eile  CAinig  tTlociiT)A  mAf  Af Aib  tTlAoloccAif  x>a  iAff ait) 
Aif  lonnAT)  AnT)ion5nAt)  fe  feig  leif  a  niAinifcif  T)0  cumT)Ac. 
AT)tibAifC  tTlAolocbcAif : — "tli  beiT)if  le  pobAl  mof  Aicf eAbAt) 
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and  it  was  immediately  healed  in  presence  of  all.  The  king  and 
Mochuda  took  leave  of  one  another  and  went  each  his  own  way. 
The  king  and  his  hosting  went  to  the  aid  of  Leinster  in  the  latter 's 
necessit}^^^ 

Mochuda  journeyed  on  through  Muscraige  Oirthir^^  the  chief 
of  which  territory  received  him  with  great  honour.  Aodhan  was 
the  chief's  name  and  he  bestowed  his  homestead  called  Isiol^^  on 
Mochuda,  who  blessed  him  and  his  seed.  Next  he  came  into  the 
Decies.^^  He  travelled  through  Magh  Femin^^  where  he  broke  his 
journey  at  Ard  Breanuinn^^  on  the  bank  of  the  Suir.  There  came 
to  him  here  Maolochtair,^^  king  of  the  Decies,  and  the  other  nobles 
of  his  nation ^^  who  v/ere  at  variance  with  him  concerning  land. 
Mochuda  by  the  grace  of  God  made  peace  amongst  them,  and 
dismissed  them  in  amity.  Maolochtair  gave  that  land  to  Mochuda 
who  marked  out  a  cell  there  where  is  now  the  city  of  Ardfinnan, 
attached  to  which  is  a  large  parish  subject  to  Mochuda  and 
bearing  his  name.  The  wife  of  Maolochtair,  scil.  : — Cuciniceas, 
daughter  of  Failbhe  Flann,  king  of  Munster,  had  a  vision,  viz.  : — 
a  flock  of  very  beautiful  birds  flying  above  her  head  and  one  bird 
was  more  beautiful  and  larger  than  the  rest.  The  other  birds 
followed  this  one  and  it  nestled  in  the  king's  bosom.  Soon  as  she 
awoke  she  related  the  vision  to  the  king  ;  the  king  observed  : 
"Woman  you  have  dreamed  a  good  dream  and  soon  it  will  be 
realised  ;  the  flock  of  birds  you  have  seen  is  Mochuda  with  his 
monks  coming  from  Rahen  and  the  most  distinguished  bird  is 
Mochuda  himself.  And  the  settling  in  my  bosom  means  that  the 
place  of  his  resurrection  will  be  in  my  territory.  Many  blessings 
will  come  to  us  and  our  territory  through  him."  That  vision  of  the 
faithful  woman  was  realised  as  the  faithful  king  had  explained  it. 

Subsequently  Mochuda  came  to  Maolochtair  requesting  fiom  him 
a  place  where  he  might  erect  a  monastery.  Maolochtair  repHed  : 
"So  large  a  community  cannot  dwell  in  such  a  narrow  place." 
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Ann  fo  A\\A  curhAinge.'^  AT)tit)Aifvc  tTlocu-OA: — "T)ia  •oo  ^tnfv 
finne  xigA-of  a -]  -poiltfeochAit)  -ouicp  Ar\  cionnAT)  btif  lomctibAix) 
•ouinne."  Ax)uV)A^\\z  An  jiig: — "Ac^  lonnxxx)  xxgum  *oo  te-AtcAoit> 
Steibe  ^CuA  A]\  b\\uAc  nA  tleirhe  -]  if  ■^ai(\.  lAfg  *]  coitt  •oo,  x^guf 
AZA  eA^lA  ojAm  50  bfuil  fe  cuttiAng.''  A*out)-Aif\c  mo6tj*DA: — 
"til  topuil  fe  cumins  ■]  aza  AX)Amn  -j  i^fg  x^nn,  -|  aza  -oa 
tA\^n■^A^\\e  -Otnnne  |\e  riAimfif  fAT>A  5tlt^x^b  -Ann  t)iAf  ^p  neif- 
eifje."  Af  Ann  fin  C115  ITlAoloccxMf  x\n  pex^fVAnn  fin  -oo  X)]a 
1  'OO  ttloctJ-OA  AtDfiA^n^ife  rhof^n  -OAOine  .1.  tiof-ITIof.  Agiif 
If  -Ann  -DO  (itjrhx)xM5  \y\otux)A  a  6AtAM[K  lAfOxMn.  Aguf  xto 
be^nnxMg  tnocuTDA  An  fig  -Agiif  x^  t)exxn  1  >AntixMfle  1  Abpobtnl,  i 
A\\  cceile^bfxi'o  -ooib  ■]  x3kf  nA  onofugAt)  uaca  tnle  -oo  "61^15 
-oionnfinge  a  fU^e  cx\ffnA  Sleibe  gCuA  I  cum  nA  cilte  fe 
n^bxJifCxXf  CeAtl  CloctiAif.  A^uf  "oo  tJltrhtn^  n^orh  n^  citle 
fin  fuipexxf  T)o  feif  At^^c\lt  "oo  THocu-oa  .1.  tTlucux\  ttlix^nxMn, 
-|  ni  f^ib  -oo  -615  -Aige  -oa  fAib  -oo  triAncAib  a^  Vt]otux)A  aCz 
bAifilte  le^nnA.  Aguf  "oo  bi  tTlotu-OA  ^on^  rhtnnncif  cfi  tA 
"]  Cfi  tioiTDcie  Ann  fin  -)  -oo  CAfAin^eAt)  An  cAb  nAorhCA,  .1. 
ITIocuA,  in  tin-o  Af  An  mbAifitle  Afoigtib  beA^A  "oon  tucc 
ff locAluirh  *oo  feif  iriAf  f An^A-OAf  a  leAf,  Aguf  niof  tu5AiX)e  An 
bAf  Ailte  f Of  Atz  *oo  bi  A5  f  Af  Airitiit  "oo  bi  AnolA  6  beAnAcliCAin 
GleAf.  Af  Ann  fin  A-oubAifc  neAC  *oa  rhAnCAib  te  tTJotu-oA: — 
'"Oa  bfuifigeAt)  fib  fif  An  bfleAt)  fo  -oo  CAitiorh  bux)  fA^OA  buf 
ccorhniii-oe  Ann  fo,  6if  CAinig  tdo  ciox)lAicib  T)e  nAt  tu^AiTJe 
1  ACCAicceAf  -oi.'^  "Af  fiof  fin,  a  bfACAif,"  Af  tno6u*OA,  "■]  Af 
mici-o  *otiinn  imteACc."  A^iif  T)o  gluAifeA'OAf  cum  nA  fUge, 
1  cug  THucuA  ITliAnAin  e  fein  -|  AionnAt!)  "oo  'Oia  Aguf  "OO 
1ilo6u'OA  50  bfAC.  Aguf  A]y  immteAcc  "OO  ttlocu*oA  "oo  tfAig 
An  bAifitte  50  -oeAfgAib. 

Aguf  -oo  jlUAif  ITIocu-oA  foime  cum  nA  liAbAnn  fe 
nAbAftAf  tleirh  -j  cum  An  AtA  fe  nAbAftAf  At-ttleAt)oin  -j  ni 
freA-ofA-o  -ouine  a  "out  acc  fnAfhui-be  no  T)Uine  fo  tAi-oif  An 
Aimfif    ciOfmAig  rhoif  -|  ACceAfbAC   fAfhfAit)  *]  ACCfAi$   triAfA 


LIFE   OF  ST.   MOCHUDA.  139 

Mochuda  said:  "God,  who  sent  us  to  you,  will  show  you  a 
place  suited  to  us."  The  king  answered  : — "I  have  a  place,  con- 
venient for  fish  and  wood,  beside  SHeve  Gua  on  the  bank  of  the 
Nemh  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  large  enough."  Mochuda  said  : — 
"It  will  not  be  narrow;  there  is  a  river  and  fish  and  that  it 
shall  be  the  place  of  our  resurrection."  Thereupon,  in  the 
presence  of  many  witnesses,^'*  the  king  handed  over  the  land, 
scil.  : — Lismore,  to  God  and  Mochuda  and  it  is  in  that  place 
Mochuda  afterwards  founded  his  famous  city.  Mochuda  blessed 
the  king  and  his  wife  as  well  as  the  nobles  and  all  the 
people  and  taking  leave  of  them  and  receiving  their  homage 
he  journe3^ed  across  vSlieve  Gua  till  he  came  to  the  church  called 
Ceall  Clochair.^^  The  saint  of  that  church,  scil.  : — Mochua 
Mianain,^^  prepared  a  supper  for  Mochuda  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
but  he  had  only  a  single  barrel  of  ale  for  them  all.  Although 
Mochuda  with  his  people  remained  theie  three  days  and  three 
nights  and  although  the  holy  abbot  (Mochua)  continued  to  draw 
the  ale  into  small  vessels  to  serve  the  company,  according  to  their 
needs,  the  quantity  in  the  barrel  grew  no  less  but  increased  after 
the  manner  of  the  oil  blessed  by  Elias.^^  Then  one  of  the  monks 
said  to  Mochuda,  "If  you  remain  in  this  place  till  the  feast  ends 
your  stay  will  be  a  long  one  for  it  (the  entertainment)  grows  no 
smaller  for  all  the  consumption."  "That  is  true,  brother,"  said 
Mochuda  and  it  is  fitting  for  us  to  depart  now."  They  started 
therefore  on  their  way  and  Mochua  Mianain  gave  himself  and  his 
place  to  God  and  Mochuda  for  ever.  On  Mochuda's  departure 
the  ale  barrel  drained  out  to  the  lees. 

Mochuda  proceeded  till  he  reached  the  river  Nemh  at  a  ford 
called  Ath-Mheadhon^^  which  no  one  could  cross  except  a  swimmer 
or  a  very  strong  person  at  low  water  in  a  dry  season  of  summer 
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oi|\  ceiT)  ^n  tAti  m-A|\A  An  ajai'o  An  cft^otA  fin  50  "Liof-ltlofv  CU15 
rhile  AngAjA  'oo.  Agtif  "oo  X)^  An  tAn  niA|\A  AncAn  fin  Ann.  Aguf 
AfiAT)  bA  cufgA  cum  An  AtA  "OA  itiAnAC  T)0  ttiuincitv  ThocuT)A 
.1.  triutuA  -J  ColniAn  1  X)0  bi  tTlocti'OA  Af  'oeijAeAt)  caic;  ~j 
*oiomptii5eA*OA|\  ctuge  -]  AT)tit)fA'OA|\  nAf  t)feiT)it\  An  Abtiinn  "oo 
*6til  5tif  An  cfAig.  A"Otiti)AitAC  tTloctfOA: — "  Uigit)  An  Ainm 
t)uf  cUigeAfnA  lofA  Cfiofc  foirh  caic  cfi*o  An  mtnf  oija  Afe 
:}:ein  An  CfUge  -j  An  pfinne  *]  An  X)eAtA."  ITlAf  -oo  cuaIa-oaiv 
fin  Aicne  ttlocti-DA  "oiob  A-otitDAifC  tTloUiA  fe  ColrriAn  : — ''Cia 
'Oiob  *Dion5AbAf  cufA  An  ff uit  AntiAf  no  fftnt  An  itiAf  a  Aniof "  ? 
ATJUtDAifc  ColniAn: — "CoifgeAt)  gAC  neAC  An  nix)  buf  gAf  -^o"  ; 
"I  *oo  bi  triotiiA  "oon  cAob  fUAf  Ateit  An  cffotA  "I  CotmAn  "oo 
teit  An  rriAfA.  AiDubAifU  IDoIua  fe  ColmAn: — '^Uoifinifsp  An 
rhuif  "OA  fiobAt  nATDUfCA  -]  cuftneofSA'OfA  An  ffuit."  Aguf 
•00  ctiAT)Af  -oo  -out  nA  liAbAnn  mAiUe  cfei-oiorh  -OAinseAn  -j  -oo 
corn A|\t til jeA-DAfi  6  cortiAfCA  nA  cfoice  nAorh  An  cuifge  -j  -oo 
•OeAtui^eA-OAti  nA  ritiif5eAX)A  T)o  ^ac  CAOib  6  ceile  lonnuf  gufi 
teif  An  zAtAm  cifm  cfice.  Aguf  X)a  liAoifoe  nA  liuif5eAX)A 
'oo  5AC  ccAoib  Af  fon  nA  f Aib  fiobAt  aco  lonnuf  ^u\\  f Af a*oa|\ 
nA  colbA'OAib  fOAfOA  *oo  teit  An  rriAfA  f  An  cffvocA.  A^uf 
TJO  AnATJAf  mAf  fin  50  n'oeACAix)  pobAt  ttlo6ti*oA  50  huite. 
Aguf  bA  be  fein  neAc  'oeA'onAC  t)o  cbuAit)  cum  nA  bAbAnn 
•010b  1  "OO  bi  An  cftige  commAit  fin  lonnuf  nAf  topmifs  fi 
coifigce  nA  CAfbAiT)  acc  Attiuit  but)  mACAif e  f 615  50  n-oeACAT)A|A 
*oo  cof Alb  ciofmA  CAifif  Atriuit  "oo  fin  ff uit  lofOAne  fe  lefAU 
mAC  Hun.  An  nT)ut  "oo  ThocuT)A  Anonn,  *oo  beAnnuig  nA 
buifgeA'OA  "]  -oo  ceAT)ui5  *66ib  •out  inA  ceile  Aguf  cuffA 
nA-ouftA  -oo  CAbAifc.  Aguf  Af  n-oul  -oonA  buifgeA-OA  fin 
ACceAnn  Aceile  -oo  finneAT)Af  cof Ann  -]  fogAf  mof  -]  Afe  Ainm 
An  lonnAiT)  fin  lonnAt)  nA  mt)eAnnocc,  6  beAnnoccAib  ttlotu-oA 
I  Arhuinncife. 

Af  Ann  fin  -oo  cbUAit)  An  ceAfbog  glofttiAf  fin,  .1.  1TIo6u*oa, 
cum  An  lonnAiT)  -oo  geAllAt)  *oo  6  T)ia  I  6  nA  f  Ai-oib  •]  Af  Ann 
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heat,  for  the  tide  flows  against  the  stream  far  as  Lismore,  five  miles- 
further  up.  On  this  particular  occasion  it  happened  to  be  high 
tide.  The  two  first  of  Mochuda's  people  to  reach  the  ford  were 
the  monks  Molua  and  Colman,^^  while  Mochuda  himself  came  last. 
They  turned  round  to  him  and  said  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
cross  the  river  till  the  ebb.  Mochuda  answered: — "Advance 
through  the  water  before  the  others  in  the  name  of  your  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  for  He  is  the  way  the  truth  and  the  life."  As  soon 
as  they  heard  this  command  of  Mochuda's  Molua  said  to  Colman 
"Which  of  the  two  will  you  hold  back — the  stream  above  or  the 
stream  below"?  Colman  answered: — ^"Let  each  restrain  that 
which  is  nearest  to  him" — for  Molua  was  on  the  upper,  or  stream, 
side  and  Colman  on  the  lower,  or  sea,  side.  Molua  said  to  Colman — 
**  Forbid  you  the  sea  side  to  flow  naturally  and  I  shall  forbid  the 
stream  side."  Then  with  great  faith  they  proceeded  to  cross  the 
river ;  they  signed  the  river  with  the  sign  of  Christ's  cross  and 
the  waters  stood  on  either  hand  and  apart,  so  that  the  dry  earth 
appeared  between.  The  side  banks  of  water  rose  high  because 
there  was  no  passage  up  or  down,  so  that  the  ridges  were  very 
elevated  on  both  the  sea  and  stream  sides.  The  waters  remained 
thus  till  such  time  as  all  Mochuda's  people  had  crossed.  Mochuda 
himself  was  the  last  to  pass  over  and  the  path  across  was  so  level 
that  it  offered  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  chariots  but  was 
like  a  level  plain  so  that  they  crossed  dryshod,  as  the  Jordan  fell 
back  for  Josue  the  son  of  Nun.  Soon  as  Mochuda  had  crossed 
over  he  blessed  the  waters  and  commanded  them  to  resume  their 
natural  course.  On  the  reuniting  again  of  the  waters  they  made 
a  noise  like  thunder,  and  the  name  of  the  place  is  The  Place  of 
Benedictions,^*'^  from  the  blessings  of  Mochuda  and  his  people. 

Next  the  glorious  bishop,  Mochuda,  proceeded  to  the  place 
promised  to  him  by  God  and  the  prophets,  which  place  is  the 
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ax:a  An  cionn^-o  fin  -Af\  xmi  mx3k6Aif\e  fe  nAt3x\|\tA|\  tTl-Ais-SsiAt. 
>A5Uf  -oo  bexMinxxig  tTlotu-OA  mxMtte  riA  tiAorhAit)  An  -peA^tiAnn 
fin  •]  -oo  Corhx^ftuigeA-Oxif  ionnA*o  e^glAife  Ann  ipA  ctiAifc  Axnoi) 
ciofCxMlte.  Aguf  c^inig  tucA  Ann  heAn  nAorin  -oo  t)i  Aif  An 
mA5  fin  •OAf\  t)Ainm  C^eimett  a^-a  fAib  fe^ltA  "j  A^z\\eAX)  Ann, 
I  -ofiAfftng  -0105  fAn: — ''CfeAT)  "oob  Ait  lit)  "00  -oeAnArh, 
A  feAft)6ncAi5te  *Oe."  ''*Oob  aiI  tinn,"  a\\  XYiotwoA,  *'tiOf 
t)eA5  -oo  -beAnAtri  a  ccimpCiott  Af  nAfneifi  Ann  fo."  ATmbAifC 
CAeimetl: — ''Hi  bA  tiof  beA^  a6c  tiof  mof ."  "Af  fiojA,  a  65," 
Af  tTloCu*oA,  "bu-o  tiof  triof  A  Ainm  cfe  biocA."  Aguf  cus  An 
6$  fin  1  f em  -[  a  f caUa  -00  *Oia  Aguf  "oo  \Y\o(^ux)A,  50  bf  aC,  mAf 
A  bf tut  niAinifcif  6AitteAc  n*oiib  Af  nA  •OeAnAtti  ACCAtAif  teAf a 
Thoip.  A^uf  mAf  "OO  5eAtt  CotmAn  6ite,  mAt^  A*otibfAniAf,  *oo 
VOoCwoA,  fUAifV  fe  cumbA  A|\  nA  corhAftugAt)  6  nA  tiAingeAttAib 
mAn  A  bftiit  fein  A*6tAicce  -]  mofAn  -oo  nAorriAib  eite  a  tiof 
ITIofA,  "I  -oo  fOittfigeAt)  t)o  fAn  on  BAgnA  'Oia*6a  An  tion  nAorh 
'OO  bA'6tAicfi'6e  50  *oei|AeAt)  An  iDorhAin  if  An  ciimbA  fin.  Aguf 
Af  onoifeAc  An  cAtAi|\  fin — bof-tnofA,  oif  aza  cuit)  tdi  nAC 
tAttiAiT)  mnA  "oo  6fiubAt  nA  i^imceAcc  Aguf  aza  mofAn  -oo 
f^ipeAtAib  1  -oo  iriAinifCfeAtAib  innce,  -j  bit)  mof An  -oo  "OAOinib 
nAorfitA  cf AibteA^A  t)o  gnAt  innce,  -)  ni  beAt)  AiriAin  a  tiGifinn 
Acc  A  SAXAib  1  A  t)feAtnAi5  1  A  ciofCAib  eite.  A^tif  if  Ann 
ACA  fi  if  nA  'Oeifib  T)on  CAOib  ceAf  •oAbtnnn  TDoif. 

Ia  eigin  -OA  ccAinig  -OfAoi  50  TTlocti-OA  'OAi"6biffeo|\eA6c 
-]  -00  conncfAcc  x>o.  A^uf  a  -oubAifC  fif  "ITlAf  feAfbonuAige 
-oo  *OiA  tu,  cAbAif  AcofA  nATDUftA  Cfef  An  ccf Aoib  cfion  fO." 
T)o  tins  VOotwoA  5ti|\  -oo  CAfCAifniogAT)  nA  ccorhA^CAin  -oia-oa 
AX)tibAifc  An  -Of A01  fin.  A^tif  -oo  beAnnAig  An  6f Aob  -j  CAini^ 
<ifoiceAnn  aja  ccuf  uifte  *]  -ouitte  Ainfein  *]  btAC  "]  cofA-o  fA 
•66015  ^^f  'OO  i^t^t^  ^^  *OfAoi.  t)o  lon^AncAig  An  "OfAOi  50 
mof  tnm  An  miofbuitt  fin  *]  -oimtis  foirhe. 

"La  eite  CAini^  •omne  bocc  50  ino6tiT)A  1  "oiAfj^  fe  50 
.coimtiseAC  bAinne  Aguf  teAnnA  AneineA6c  Aif.     A^uf   ryo   bi 


LIFE   OF  ST.   MOCHUDA.  143 

plain  called  Magh-Sciath.  Mochuda,  with  the  holy  men,  blessed  the 
place  and  dedicated  there  the  site  of  a  church  in  circular  form.^^* 
There  came  to  them  a  holy  woman  named  Caimell  who  had  a 
cell  there  and  she  asked  "what  do  you  propose  doing  here,  ye 
servants  of  God."  **We  propose,"  answered  Mochuda,  "building 
here  a  little  Lios  around  our  possession."  Caimell  observed, 
"Not  a  little  Lios  will  it  be  but  a  great  one  (Lis-mor)."  "True 
indeed,  virgin,"  responded  Mochuda,  "Lismore  will  be  its  name  for 
ever."  The  virgin  offered  herself  and  her  cell  to  God  and  Mochuda 
for  ever,  where  the  convent  of  women  is  now  established  in  the 
city  of  Lismore. 

As  Colman  Elo,  alluded  to  already,  promised,  Mochuda  found 
his  burial  place  marked  out  (consecrated  ?)  by  angels  ;  there  he 
and  a  multitude  of  his  disciples  are  buried  and  it  was  made  known 
to  him  by  divine  wisdom  the  number  of  holy  persons  that  to  the 
end  of  the  world  would  be  buried  therein.  Lismore  is  a  renowned 
city,  for  there  is  one  portion  of  it  which  no  woman  may  enter  and 
there  are  within  it  many  chapels  and  monasteries,  and  in  which 
there  are  always  multitudes  of  devout  people  not  from  Ireland 
alone  but  from  the  land  of  the  Saxons  and  from  Britain  and  from 
other  lands  as  well.  This  is  its  situation — on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Avonmore  in  the  Decies  territory. 

On  a  certain  day  there  came  a  druid  to  Mochuda  to  argue  and 
contend  with  him.^°^  He  said  : — "  If  you  be  a  servant  of  God 
cause  natural  fruit  to  grow  on  this  withered  branch."  Mochuda 
knew  that  it  was  to  throw  contempt  on  the  power  of  God  that 
the  druid  had  come.  He  blessed  the  branch  and  it  produced 
first  living  skin,  then,  as  the  druid  had  asked — leaves,  blossom 
and  fruit  in  succession.  The  druid  marvelled  exceedingly  and 
went  his  way. 

A  poor  man  came  to  Mochuda  on  another  occasion  with  an 
ill  timed  request  for  milk,  and  beer  along  with  it.    Mochuda  was 
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TnoctiT)A  x3.ncAnfin  t^im  t^if  xMI  ucobAt\  |Ae  nAX)A\KtA\K  UobA|\ 
ttloctiT)A  Ani«5.  T)o  bexMitiAig  lomofjio  tTlocuT)^  An  cob^jA  -| 
DO  clAoclo  A  mbxMntie  e  a\\  ccuf  -AiTTOfein  ^tionn,  *]  p^  "oeoi^ 
xxbpon,  "I  ADtibAifvc  |\if  An  n*oiaine  mbocc  An  meA*6  but)  Ait 
teif  "oo  5AC  ni*6  "oiob  T)o  bjAeic  Af.  Agtif  X)o  fAn  An  cobA|v 
mA|A  fin  50  n"oeA|inA  TnoctiT)A  ij|\nntii5ce  *oa  cti|\  nA  c|\uit  -pein 
AjMf.  UAinig  AingeAl  X)o  neArh  50  IDocu'oa  Ann  fin  Aguf 
ADUbAifC  fif : — ''iDiAit)  An  cobA|\  fo  tAn  *oo  gfAfAib  nA  flAince*] 
nA  ftibAitceA*DA  -]  nA  miofbuitteA'OA  1  aza  curriACCA  flAniiigte 
5aC  gAtAif  Ann  1  Ann  gAC  cobA|\  eite  x>a\\.  beAnnAij;    cufA,    a 

ltloCU"OA.'' 

Af  scunroAc  ceAg'OAifeA'O  nA  mAinifCfeAc  *oonA  bf Aitfib  *| 
•oon  coirhtionot  50  neAtricoiffeA6  gAn  fgif  ^An  coitinui'oe,  "oo 
jAb  ctJiffe  Aguf  Atrhuluuf  ITIoch'oa  6  fAotAf  lomAfCAC  ctoc 
-]  cfAnn  nA  mAinifCfCAc  X)a  nofoiijAt)  -}  e  fein  AnAoif  rhoif 
•]  e  A5  cf eigeAn  a  nifc  *]  Abpig  on  Af f ax)acc.  Aguf  *oo  ctiuAix) 
•00  ceAT)  "J  *oo  corhAifle  nA  mbfACAf  -]  An  coiriitionoit  An 
lonnAT)  uAigneA^  -oeifit)  aca  An  gteAnn  ifiol  fon  rriAinifcif 
moif  fe  nAbAfCAf  1nif  tDocti-OA  Aniug.  Aguf  ftig  teif  beA^An 
-OA  triAnCAib  Ann  1  *oo  fin  mAinifcif  "OeAttfAigceAc  -]  *oo  bi 
btiAX)Ain  nA  corhnui'oe  fAn  lonAt)  fin  -j  fe  rhi  ni  Af  mo,  1  cug 
AbeACA  -oitfeAbACCA  iriAf  fin.  A^uf  "oo  tigi-oif  bfAiCfe  -] 
feAn6fA*6A  An  coirhcionoit  ai[\.  cuAifc  ctn^e  -]  "oo  ceAgAifgAt) 
iA"o  'OfoifceA'OAt  foirhitif.  Aguf  *oo  beAnAX)  moiT)  AXyeAtA 
fein  "oo  coirheAT)  x>o  gAC  Aon  fo  teit  X)iob,  6if  "oo  cogbAt)  fe 
nA  feAnT)A0ine  1  "oo  beifeAt)  ftAince  *oonA  TDAonAib  eAftAince, 
1  -oo  fotAfAi^eAT)  tticc  An  *oobf6in,  1  do  "OotcAfAD  ttjcc  An 
rhioDotctJif,  "I  DO  DAingnigeAD  An  cfeiDiorh  if  nA  DAoinib 
conncAbAfCACA  -]  do  ceAnnfAigeAD  -]  do  conntAijeAD  nA 
DAOine  o^A. 

A^uf  triAf  DO  connAifc  ITIocuda  fAOCAf  "i  AifceAf  nA 
mbf ACAf  *]  nA  feAnofADA  fUAf  1  AniiAf  6  tiof  THof  da  fiof- 
fiigAD  1   gtif  tui5  fe  AtAite  DeA'onACA  AngAf    do    DfufAit   a 
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at  the  time  close  by  the  well  which  is  known  as  "Mochuda's 
Well"^^^  at  the  present  time  ;  this  he  blessed  changing  it  first  into 
milk  then  into  beer  and  finally  into  wine.  Then  he  told  the  poor 
man  to  take  away  whatever  quantity  of  each  of  these  liquids  he 
required.  The  well  remained  thus  till  at  Mochuda's  prayer  it 
returned  to  its  original  condition  again.  An  angel  came  from 
heaven  to  Mochuda  at  that  time  and  told  him  that  the  weU 
should  remain  a  source  of  health  and  virtues  and  of  marvels,  and 
it  still,  like  every  well  originally  blessed  by  Mochuda,  possesses 
power  of  healing  from  every  malady. 

Mochuda,  now  grown  old  and  of  failing  powers  and  strength, 
was  wearied  and  worried  by  the  incessant  clamour  of  building 
operations — the  dressing  of  stones  and  timber — carried  on  by  the 
multitude  of  monks  and  artisans.  He  therefore  by  consent  and 
counsel  of  the  brethren  retired  to  a  remote,  lonely  place  situated 
in  the  glen  called  "Mochuda's  Inch"*^'*  below  the  great  monastery. 
He  took  with  him  there  a  few  monks  and  built  a  resplendent  mon- 
astery ;  he  remained  in  that  place  a  year  and  six  months  more 
leading  an  hermitical  life.  The  brethren  and  seniors  of  the  com- 
munity visited  him  (from  time  to  time)  and  he  gave  them  sound, 
sweetty-reasoned  advice.  He  received  a  vow  from  each  to  follow 
his  Rule,  for  he  was  the  support  of  the  aged,  the  health-giver  to 
the  weak,  the  consoler  of  the  afflicted,  the  hope-giver  to  the 
hopeless,  the  faith-giver  to  the  doubting,  the  moderator  and 
uniter  of  the  young. 

As  soon  as  Mochuda  saw  the  hardship  to  the  visiting  brothers 
and  elders  of  the  descent  from  Lismore  and  the  ascent  thereto 
again — knowing  at  the  same  time  that  his  end  was  approaching — 
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bpeit  ftiAf  Atne-Af5  6aic  lonnuf  n^c  btj-O  coinfe-Ac  teo  ce^Cc 
T)^  f?iof.  t)A  tnitiT)  iomoii|\o  te  T)m  xxnn  fin  -Afe>A]^t)onciJi5e 
•pein  t)0  X)\\e\t  teif  6  'oocArhAt  An  cfAO^Ail  i  ttiA'6x\6c  a 
'oexX50it)|\ex^cx\  -00  tx^bxMfc  "oo.  Agtif  "oo  liof5tA*6  •ooi|\fe  mrhe 
Ann  fin.  Agtif  "00  cuifeA-o  ftuAg  Ainge-At  mAilte  sloif  -|  fe 
buAix)  'oo  Aicfifce  *OA  lonnftn^e.  AjtJf  6x>  conn^fc  ttloCn'OA 
neAfh  ofSAitce  of  Acionn  -j  Aingit  lonroA  A5  ce^cc  nA  66rh*OAit 
•00  ftjf Alt  e  f em  "00  cuf  AmeAt)on  An  gteAnnA,  *]  "oinnif  •oonA 
feAnoif eA-dA  nAorhtA  An  ni-O  At)  6onAif c  1  "Of uf Ait  Co|\p  Cfiofc 
•00  CAbAifC  ctjige  T)A  cAitiorh,  -]  -oo  teA5Aif5  -oonA  bfAitfit)  i 
•oon  coirhtionot  ciomnA  *Oe  "]  a  AiceAncA  "00  corhAitt.  Af  Ann 
•00  t)i  TnoctJ*OA  AncAn  fin  Amint  A5  An  ccfoif  fe  nAt)AfCAf 
Aniug  ''Crux  Migracionis"  .1.  An  cfof  -oa  n-oeA^AiX)  1Tlocti*OA 
cum  mrhe.  Agiif  Af  n5At)Ait  Ctiifp  Cfiofc  -j  a  fOtA  "oo  *]  Af 
cceA5Af5  nA  t)foifceA*OAt  n*oiA*6A  iT)if  chof Ait)  nAorh  -]  mof An 
*oo  bfAitfit)  1  "OO  rfiAn^Ait)  i  Af  ucAbAifC  A  beAnnoccttm  -ooib, 
A^iif  Af  nA  bpo^A-o  "OO  feif  liifo  fA  feAC  •00  ditiAiX)  An 
ceAfpog  stoffhAf  nAorhcA  fin  mAitte  fe  fttJAjAit)  AingeAt  cirni 
mrhe  ifin  -oAf a  tinDtif  "oo  mi  ITIai  a  nAoncA  nA  tlAorh  Cfion6iT)e, 
AcAif  •]  TDac  -J  SpiofAT)  tlAorh  a  fAo^At  nA  fAogAt.  Amen, 
pinic  yber  4th,   1741. 
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he  ordered  himself  to  be  carried  up  to  the  monastery  so  that  the 
monks  might  be  saved  the  fatigue  of  the  descent  to  him.  Then 
it  pleased  God  to  call  to  Himself  His  devoted  servant  from  the 
troubles  of  life  and  to  render  to  him  the  reward  of  his  good 
works.  He  opened  the  gates  of  heaven  then  and  sent  to  him  a 
host  of  angels,  in  glory  and  majesty  unspeakable.  When  Mochuda 
saw  the  heavens  opened  above  him  and  the  angel  band  approach- 
ing, he  ordered  that  he  be  set  down  in  the  middle  of  the  gien 
and  lie  related  to  the  seniors  the  things  that  he  had  seen  and  he 
asked  to  receive  the  Body  of  Christ  and  he  gave  his  last  instruction 
to  the  monks — to  observe  the  Law  of  God  and  keep  His  commands. 
The  place  was  by  the  cross  called  "Crux  Migrationis,"  or  the  cross 
from  which  Mochuda  departed  to  Glory.  Having  received  the 
Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  having  taught  them  divine  doctrines, 
in  the  midst  of  holy  choirs  and  of  many  brethren  and  monks  to 
whom  in  turn  he  gave  his  blessing  and  the  kiss  of  peace  according 
to  the  rule,  the  glorious  and  holy  bishop  departed  to  heaven 
accompanied  by  hosts  of  angels  on  the  day  before  the  Ides  of  May, 
in  his  union  with  the  Holy  Trinity — Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


Notes. 


Notes  to  Life  of  Declan 


[IJ  EocHAiDH  Feidhlech.  The  Four  Masters  place  the  commence- 
ment of  his  reign  at  142  B.C.  and  Keating  traces  his  genealogy  from  the 
Heremonian  Aengus  Tuirmech  who  was  chief  monarch  of  Ireland.  Eochaidh's 
sobriquet  may  mean — "vigilant."  Keating's  ridiculous  derivation  is  justifi- 
ably described  by  O'Mahony  (Keating's  Ireland,  New  York,  1866)  as  beneath 
criticism.  To  Eochaidh  is  attributed  institution,  or  rather,  restoration,  of 
the  Irish  pentarchate.  The  annalists  agree  with  our  MS.  in  ascribing  to 
this  monarch  a  reign  of  twelve  years.  Eochaidh  has  been  Latinised  Equitius 
on  the  theory  that  its  root  is  cac,  a  horse. 

[2]  Ardrigh.  The  chief  kingship  appears  to  date  no  further  back  than 
the  time  of  Niall  (end  of  the  fourth  century)  and  to  have  been  more  nominal 
than  real.  An  Ardrigh's  sway  over  the  provincial  Idngs  was  mainly  confined 
to  exaction  of  certain  specified  tribute  and  the  exaction  in  question  was 
largely  limited  by  the  monarch's  ability  to  enforce  his  right.  The  sub- 
kingdoms  or  states  under  the  jurisdiction  (real  or  nominal)  of  the  Ardrigh 
or  of  the  provincial  king  were  of  three  types — {a)  free,  (&)  tributary,  with  fixity 
of  tenure,  and  (c)  tributary,  without  security  of  tenure.  Free  states  (a),  were 
branches  or  colonies  from  the  chief  state  and  were  ruled  by  sons  or  direct 
descendants  of  Conn,  Cathair  Mor  or  Oiliall  Glum.  These  subordinate  rulers 
made  acknowledgment  of  the  suzerainty  of  the  over  king  by  accepting  certain 
gifts  from  him  and  they  were  obliged  to  furnish  him  with  certain  subsidies 
in  time  of  war.  States  of  the  first  tributary  class,  (6),  were  ruled  by  chief 
tains  of  the  race,  but  not  of  the  line,  of  the  three  great  dynasts  enumerated. 
Sub-states  of  the  second  tributary  class,  (c),  were  aboriginal  in  origin,  i.e. 
Firbolgic  or  Iberian  tribes  paying  heavy  tribute  and  existing  in  a  state  of 
practical  tenancy-at-will  under  a  provincial  king.  (See  MacNeill,  "New 
Ireland  Review,"  March,  April,  and  June,  1906), 

[3]  Three  Finneavna  Teste  O'Donovan,  these  were  so  called  from 
Emhain  (Armagh)  the  place  of  their  fosterage.  The  annaUsts  give  the  third 
name  as  Lothar  Eochaidh  had  moreover  six  daughters  of  whom  (some  of 
them,  at  least)  very  strange  stories  are  recorded.  Far  and  away  the  most 
noted  of  the  six  was  Maedbh  whose  name  survives  in  Irish  folklore  as  the 
heroine  of  the  Cuchullan  Sagas,  and,  in  the  literature  of  England,  as  the 
Queen  Mab  of  Shakespeare,  &c  The  BoUandist  "Life"  gives  another,  and 
quite  different,  account  of  Lugaidh's  paternity.  It  makes  him  son  of  Lechar 
(=Lothola  of  text)  and  attributes  his  cognomen  of  Sriabhdearg  to  a  birth- 
mark of  three  rosy  circles  upon  his  body. 

[4]  Conceived  of  them.  This  horrible  story  has  been  suppressed 
{ad  evitandum  scandalum)  by  the  BoUaadists  and  in  some  of  the  Latin  MSS. 
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[5]  LuGAiDH  Sriabhdearg.  The  same  repulsive  and  unnatural  story- 
is  related  by  Keating,  who  moreover  adds  the  wild  details  that  Lugaidh 
resembled  Nar  in  his  head,  Breas  in  his  breast  and  shoulders,  and  the  third 
brother  in  his  lower  limbs.  O'Mahony  (Keating's  Ireland,  New  York,  1866), 
suggests  that  this  coarse  tale,  like  other  stories  of  similar  improbability  or 
impossibility,  originated  in  bardic  imagination  and  malice.  A  tendency  to 
similar  malicious  invention  still  survives.  How  often,  for  instance,  do  we 
not  find  that,  where  the  origin  of  a  place,  or  personal,  name  has  been  forgotten 
or  become  obscured,  a  fictitious  and  belittling  etymology  is  invented  by 
outsiders. 

[6J  Caius  Ceasar.  This  is  evidently  the  emperor  Caligula,  who  was 
assassinated  by  conspirators,  a.d.  41.  The  Four  Masters  place  the  reign  of 
Lugaidh  between  5166  and  5191  a.m.  In  the  chronology  of  the  Masters 
aforesaid  the  first  year  of  Christ  corresponds  with  the  year  of  the  world  5200. 
Lugaidh,  the  Four  Masters'  account  says,  died  of  grief  ;  the  Annals  of 
Clonmacnoise  go  a  step  further  and  explain  the  reason  of  his  grief — the  death 
of  his  wife,  Dervorgil.  The  Irish  annalists,  it  is  of  interest  to  add,  are  hope- 
lessly at  variance  as  to  the  reign  in  which  the  Saviour  was  born.  Indeed 
all  discussion  of  exact  dates  of  events  antecedent  to  the  first  century  after 
Christ  seems  at  present  httle  better  than  waste  of  time.  In  the  hypothesis 
that  Lugaidh  commenced  his  reign  in  a.d.  41,  and  that,  as  the  annalists 
represent,  he  reigned  twenty-six  years,  his  death  v/ould  have  taken  place 
m  A.D.  67,  the  year  in  which,  according  to  Petavius,  &c.,  the  apostles  Peter 
and  Paul  suffered  under  Nero 

[7]  Croimthan  Nianair.  The  Four  Masters  assign  the  year  of  the 
world,  5193  (seven  years  B.C.),  to  the  commencement  of  his  reign.  He  died 
after  a  reign  of  sixteen  years  at  Dun-Criomthan,  on  the  Hill  of  Howth. 
Wonderful  accounts  are  given  of  an  expedition  which  he  made,  over  sea, 
and  of  the  golden  spoil  with  which  he  returned  laden.  Among  the  trophies 
were  a  golden  chariot  and  a  golden  chessboard  inlaid  with  transparent  gems, 
also  a  conquering  sword  with -bosses  of  massy  gold,  a  shield  embossed  with 
silver  bright,  a  spear  which  inflicted  only  mortal  wounds,  a  sUng  which 
never  failed  in  aim,  &c.,  &c. 

[8]  Fearadach  Finnfechtnach.  O'Clery's  Glossary  interprets  the 
monarch's  cognomen,  scil : — "-peAccriAc  i.  p'|iencA,"  i.^.  "righteous."  From 
Fearadach,  Conn  of  the  Hundred  Battles  is  claimed  to  be  fourth  in  direct 
descent.  Fearadach  is  one  of  the  three  nobles  who  are  recorded  to  have 
escaped  the  (probably — mythical)  uprising  of  the  Attacotti ;  be  died  at 
Tara  in  the  first  half  of  the  first  century  and  during  his  reign  hved  the 
Brehon,  Morann,  who  wore  the  collar  of  justice. 

[9]  FiACHA  Finnolaidh.  His  Ardrighship  lasted  twenty-seven  years 
according  to  Keating  and  only  seventeen  according  to  the  Four  Masters. 
He  v;as  killed  by,  or  through  the  instrumentaHty  of,  the  Attacotti  or  plebians. 

[10]  TuATHAL  Teachtmhar.  With  this  monarch,  MacNeill  ("New 
Ireland  Review,"  March,  1906)  would  commence  the  line  of  Milesian  kings  and 
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to  his  age  he  ascribes  the  Milesian  invasion — such  invasion  as  he  attributes 
to  the  last  Irish  colonists.  Moreover,  in  the  monarch's  cognomen — CeAcctTiA|i 
("The  Comer"),  MacNeill  thinks  he  discerns  an  argument  in  favour  of  this 
very  late  arrival  of  the  colony,  styled  Milesian.  Keating  explains  Teachtmhar 
as  "Welcome"  and  O'Donovan  as  "Legitimate."  In  the  hitherto  received 
version  of  early  Irish  history  Tuathal  is  credited  with  creation,  or  aggrandise- 
ment, of  the  state  of  Meath.  He  took  from  each  of  the  other  four  provinces 
a  portion  to  constitute  the  mensal  land  of  Tara,  and  erected  upon  each  of 
the  surrendered  portions  a  longphort  or  fortified  residence,  scil.:  — Tlactga 
(now  the  Hill  of  Ward)  upon  the  Munster  portion,  and  Uisneach  (Co.  West- 
meath),  Tailteann  and  Tara  upon  the  Connaught,  Ulster  and  Leinster  portions 
respectively.  Tuathal  it  was,  likewise,  who  first  exacted  from  the  men  of 
Leinster,  the  Boromha  or  cattle  tribute  which  became  subsequently — what 
it  was  well  calculated  to  become — a  prolific  source  of  warfare  and  unrest. 
After  an  eventful  reign  of  some  thirty  years  Tuathal,  like  so  many  of  his 
successors,  ended  his  career  by  a  violent  death. 

[11]  Felimidh  Reachtmhar.  The  reign  of  this  king  takes  us  into 
the  second  century  of  the  Christian  era.  According  to  the  Four  Masters 
he  commenced  to  reign  in  111,  but  in  113  according  to  the  chronology  of 
Keating.  As  a  matter  of  fact  however  both  authorities  antedate  the  event 
by  about  half  a  century.  His  cognomen  he  owed  to  the  justice  of  his  decisions 
and,  as  became  his  peaceful  life,  his  end  was  a  peaceful  death  in  his  bed. 

[12]  Conn  Cead-Cathach.  Conn's  is  one  of  the  most  noted  names  in 
our  early  history  ;  his  place  is  well  within  the  authentic  period  and  to  him 
most  of  the  genuine  Irish  pedigrees  are  traced.  MacNeill  thinks  that  pedi- 
grees traced  to  brothers  or  nephews  of  Conn  are  spurious.  To  Conn's  time 
is  commonly  assigned  the  making  of  the  five  great  roads  of  ancient  Eire. 

[13]  Productiveness.  Behef  was  general  in  olden  Ireland  that  fruit- 
ful seasons  were  an  accompaniment  and  consequence  of  kingly  worth  and 
virtue.  Regal  unrighteousness,  on  the  other  hand,  led  to  dearth  of  fruit 
and  to  national  misfortune. 

[14]  Magh'  Cobha.  The  Four  Masters  say  Conn  met  his  death  at 
Tuath  Amrois  which  O'Donovan  has  been  unable  to  identify.  He  con- 
jectures however — ^from  the  fact  that  Conn  at  the  time  was  preparing  for 
celebration  of  the  Tara  Feis — that  the  place  was  somewhere  near  Tara.  If 
Tuath  Amrois  be  identical  with  Magh  Cobha  or  if,  as  seems  more  likely, 
the  latter  be  part  of  Tuath  Amrois,  the  locality  is  in  Ulster — ^for  Magh 
Cobha  is  certainly  a  sub-division  of  Ui  Eathach  Uladh  (Iveagh  in  Ulster) . 
On  the  other  hand,  Keating  specifically  asserts  Conn  was  killed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Tara.  Keating 's  authority  was  probably  the  Book  of 
Bally  mote  which  thus  locates  the  scene  of  the  tragedy — "opposite  his 
(Conn's)  own  Dun,  and  his  Lecht  is  on  the  Faithche  there." 

[15]  TiOPRUiD  Tireach.  He  was  son  of  Mai,  who — ^having  slain  Tuathal 
Teachtmhar — succeeded  to  the  sovereignty,  only  however,  to  be  himself, 
in  turn,  deposed  and  slain  by  Felimidh  Rechtmhar,  son  of  Tuathal.  A 
vendetta,  centuries  long,  is  suggested. 
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[16]  His  Seed.  The  chief  northern,  and  western,  famihes  (O'Neill, 
O'Donnell,  O'Melaghlin,  O'Connor,  O'Malley,  O'Flaherty,  &c.),  trace  their 
pedigree  to  Conn.  MacNeill,  with  good  reason,  questions  the  genuineness 
of  the  common  Dcsii  pedigree.  Indeed,  it  is  highly  probable,  if  not  quite 
certain,  that  the  pedigree  in  question  is  forged  and  that  the  Desii  are  really 
of  aboriginal  or  pre-Milesian  stock.  This  is  deducible  primarily  from  the 
testimony  of  the  Book  of  Rights  which  enumerates  as  tributary  peoples  not 
only  the  Desii  of  Munster  but  even  their  kinsmen  who  remained  behind  in 
Meath.  Only  non- tributary  dynasties  belong  to  the  line  of  Conn,  and  it  is 
clear  that,  if  the  Desii  owned  the  pedigree  assigned  them  in  the  MS.  and 
elsewhere,  they  should  be  non-tributary — and  not  as  they  really  were — a 
tributary  state.  MacNeill  argues  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  these  pedigrees 
traced  to  brothers  or  other  such  relatives  of  Conri  have  been  forged.  An- 
notation of  the  pedigree  as  in  text  does  not  therefore  imply  acceptance 
of  it  as  genuine 

[17]  EocHAiDH  Finn.  This  Eochaidh,  who  is  reckoned  brother  of 
Conn,  was  participator,  with  his  brother  Fiacha  Suighde,  in  the  murder  of 
their  nephews  Conla  and  Crinna.  There  survived  of  the  sons  of  Conn  only 
Art  who,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  kingship,  banished  the  bloody  handed 
Eochaidh.  The  latter  took  refuge  in  Leinster  where  he  secured,  in  Carlow 
and  Wexford,  some  small  territory  now  represented  by  the  baronies  of  Forth 
in  these  two  counties.  From  Eochaidh  is  said  to  descend  the  families  or 
tribes  of  O'Nolan  and  O'Larkin. 

[18]  Fiacha  Suighde.  According  to  the  text,  which  agrees  with 
MacFirbis  and  the  genealogists,  almost  universally,  he  was  great  ancestor 
of  the  O'Phelans,  O'Brics  and  other  Waterford  families.  The  fictitious 
character  of  the  Desii  pedigree  has  however  been  more  than  hinted  at  already 
(see  note  [15]  above).  Fiacha's  original  territory  lay  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tara  and  is  represented  by  the  present  baronies  of  Deece  in  Meath. 

[19]  CoRMAC  Mac  Art.  As  his  name  indicates  this  monarch  was  son 
of  Art  (Aeinfir),  son  of  Conn  ;  he  is  also  styled  Ulfada,  for  which  cognomen, 
Keating  testifies,  the  derivation  from  ulcha,  a  beard,  was  suggested. 
Cormac  commenced  his  reign  in  a.d.  213,  according  to  the  chronology  of 
Keating.  The  latter  historian,  by  the  way,  relates  a  wonderful  story  of 
Cormac's  parentage.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to  claim  for  Cormac  that  he 
was  the  greatest,  if  not  the  most  renowned,  of  the  Irish  kings.  A  tract, 
entitled  "CeAjAf^  fli5  "  or  "Instruction  of  a  King,"  and  attributed  to  him, 
is  extant  in  the  Book  of  Leinster.  Under  his  direction  was  drawn  up  the 
Psalter  of  Tara  and  to  him  is  attributed  the  erection  of  the  Midhchuarta 
or  Banquetting  Hall  at  Tara.  His  character  and  career  were  not  however 
entirely  blameless  ;  it  was  at  Cormac's  instigation  that  the  poet  Fercheas 
MacComan,  whose  residence  was  the  Dun  of  Knockagh,  near  Cahir,  assassinated 
the  monarch  of  Ireland  Lughaidh  MacConn,  as  the  latter — his  back  against 
a  pniar  stone — stood  distributing  gifts  to  the  ollamhs  of  Ireland  at  a  place 
called    Gort-an-Oir  in   the   Plain   of   Magh   Feimhin.       O'Donovan    (Four 
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Masters,  Vol.  i  ,  p.  110 — note,)  has  succeeded  in  identif5dng  the  scene  of 
this  tragedy  as  Derrygrath  ("OeAiis-nAt)  between  Clonmel  and  Cahir,  Co. 
Tipperary.  The  pillar  stone  occupied  its  original  site  half  a  century  since 
and  its  exact  location  was  pointed  out  to  the  present  writer  by  those  who 
saw  it — i.e.  in  the  north-east  angle  of  the  field  in  which  are  the  interesting 
church  ruin  of  Derrygrath  and  a  fine  double-ramparted  lios  of  commanding 
dimensions  and  situation.  The  following  table  will  show  the  mutual  re- 
lationship of  Conn,  Cormac,  MacConn,  Eochaidh  Fionn,  &c.:  — 

Feidlimidh  Reachtmhar 

\ 

I 


Conn. 


I 
Fiacha  Suighde 

I 


Eochaidh  Fionn 


I 
Art  Aeinfir. 

I 
Cormac. 

Ceallach. 


Connla.    Crinna.    Saidhb,  mar, 

I 


/MacNiadh. 
lOihll  Olum. 


Lughaidh 
MacConn. 


I 
Saradh, 

mar. 

Conari. 

I 


I 
Eoghan. 

I 
Credhe 


I  I 

The  Three  Corbris 


Saidhb,  daughter  of  Conn,  it  will  be  observed,  was  twice  married. 
Lughaidh  Mac  Conn  was  the  fruit  of  her  union  with  MacNiadh.  The  follow- 
ing table  exhibits  the  offspring  of  the  second  marriage  and  the  descent 
therefrom  of  the  chief  Munster  houses  : — 

Saidhb— Oihll  Olum. 

\ 


Eoghan  Mor 

MacCarthy. 
O'Sullivan. 
O'Callaghan. 
O'Keefe. 

[20J  Daughter 
-3  degree,  thus  — 


Cormac  Cas 


Clan 


MacNamara.  O'Carroll. 

MacClancy  O' Meagher 

O'Casey. 

O'Connor  (Kinnaght). 

She  would  have  been  his  own  kinswoman,  in  the 
Feidhmidh  Rechtmhar. 


Conn 

I 
Art. 

I 
Cormac. 

I 
Ceallach. 


I 
Fiacha  Suighde. 


Ross. 


I 
Eoghan. 


Credhe 


I 
Oenghus. 


Notes  :  Life  of  Declan.  155 

The  cause  of  Oenghus'  wrath  is  differently  stated  in  Keating  : — "At 
that  time  a  distinguished  warrior  fell  under  the  enmity  of  Cormac  Mac  Airt 
and  there  was  found  no  person  who  would  dare  to  be  his  security  against 
the  vengeance  of  the  monarch  but  Aengus  Gaei-Buailteach.  The  king  then 
gave  him  Aengus  as  guarantee  for  his  safety  and  Aengus  took  the  nobleman 
under  his  special  protection.  But  it  happened  soon  after  that  Cealloc,  son 
of  Cormac,  made  that  nobleman  captive  in  violation  of  the  safeguard  oi 
Aengus  and  put  out  his  eyes  without  even  asking  leave  of  the  king,  his  father. 
When  Aengus  heard  thereof  he  marched  straight  to  Tara,  attended  by  a 
numerous  host  and  there  by  a  cast  of  his  dreaded  spear,"  &c..  &c,  (O'Mahony's 
Keating).  The  Bollandist  version  also,  resembUng  Keating's,  differs  widely 
from  our  text.  In  the  Bollandist  version,  as  presented  by  Father  O'Hanlon, 
it  is  Oenghus  and  his  brothers,  the  king's  life-guards,  who  are  delivered  as 
hostages  to  the  monarch.  It  strikes  one  that  Father  O'Hanlon  has  mis- 
apprehended the  meaning  of  the  Bollandist  text.  Neither  our  text  nor  the 
Bollandist  translation  conveys  the  idea  of  delivering  hostages  but  rather  of 
furnishing  with  champions.  The  Bollandists,  by  the  way,  write  the  name 
of  the  king's  son — Cenloch.  The  Book  of  Acaill  (O'Curry,  "MS.  Materials," 
p.  48)  explains  that  Oenghus  was  an  Aire  Echta  or  professional  avenger  of 
the  wrongs  of  his  tribe  in  the  territory  of  Luighne'. 

[21]  Oengus  Gae-Buaidhtheach  The  cognomen  is  rendered  "of  the 
poisoned  spear"  by  O'Curry  (MS.  Materials,  as  above).  O'Donovan  however 
(Four  Masters,  Vol.  i.,  p.  115),  writes  it  gaihh  uaibhteach — "terrible"  ;  finally, 
Keating — /es^/O'Mahony's  edition,  which  here  is  not  above  suspicion — gives 
— gaei-buailteach — "javeUn-strildng." 

[22]  CoRc  DuBHNE.  Clearly  this  is  "the  nobleman"  referred  to  by 
the  Bollandists  and  Keating.  He  was  son  of  Cairbri  Muse  from  whom  the 
extensive  territories  called  Muscraidhe  are  named.  Core  was  the  issue  of 
incestuous  intercourse  between  Cairbri  and  his  sister  Dubhinn  and  this 
crime  of  the  chieftain  was  considered  to  have  occasioned  misfortune  and 
failure  of  crops  throughout  all  Munster.  The  descent  of  Core  and  his  re- 
lationship with  Cormac  and  Oenghus  will  be  understood  from  the  following  : 


FeidHmidh  Rechtmhar. 

1 

1 

Conn 

1 

Fiacha  Suighde. 

1 

1 
Art. 

i 

1                                                                    Oenghus. 
Saradh,  mar.  Conari,  son  of  Mogh  Lamba. 

i 

xormac. 

1                     1 
Cairbri  —  Duibhinn. 

1 
Core. 
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Cormac  would  therefore  have  been  doubly  a  cousin  to  Core  while  Oenghus 
would  have  stood  to  the  latter  in  the  character  of  1 — 3  cousin.  The  re- 
lationship of  Oengus  and  Cormac,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  expressed  as 
cousinship  in  the  3 — 2  degree. 

[23]  Ceallach.  He  is  called  Conn  in  one  of  the  accounts  of  the  ex- 
pulsion published  by  Professor  Kuno  Meyer. 

[24]  Killed  him.  In  the  account  referred  to  in  last  note  the  circum- 
stances are  somewhat  differently  detailed,  scil.  : — as  the  spear  pierced 
Ceallach's  body  one  of  the  chains  attached  to  it  hit  the  king  in  the  eye  and 
its  butt  or  shaft  struck  and  killed  the  royal  cup-bearer. 

[25]  Decies  of  Tara.  Represented,  as  already  stated,  by  the  present 
Barony  of  Deece  in  Co.  Meath. 

[26]  Seven  Battles.  Professor  Kuno  Meyer  has  printed  two  Middle- 
Irish  tracts  descriptive  of  the  expulsion  and  trekkings  of  the  tribesmen  of 
Oenghus.  The  first,  preserved  in  Laud,  610  and  in  Rawl.,  B.  502,  is  styled 
in  one  "De  Causis  torche  na  n-Dessi"  and  in  the  other  "Tairired  na  nDessi," 
and  is  a  wide  variant  of  the  narratives  of  Keating  and  our  MS.  The 
"Tairired"  places  Oenghus  much  lower  down  the  genealogical  tree  than  do 
the  other  authorities  ;  it  makes  him  son  of  Artchorp,  son  of  Meschorp,  and 
gives  him  three,  not  two,  brothers  ;  moreover  Ross  and  Eoghan  are  styled 
nephews,  not  brothers,  of  Oenghus,  i.e.  sons  of  his  eldest  brother,  Breas.  It 
may,  in  passing,  be  observed  that  the  occurrence  of  the  name  Brecc  in  the 
pedigree  is  suggestive  of  the  tribe  name,  O'Bric,  borne  by  some  of  his  des- 
cendants. Artchorp,  according  to  our  text,  is  eighth  in  descent  from  Fiacha 
Suighde,  while  Oenghus  is  made  son,  not  of  Artchorp,  but  of  Fiacha 
Suighde  himself  !  The  following  is  the  account  of  the  expulsion  as  related 
in  the  Bodleian  codex  : 

"Artchorp  son  of  Messchorp  had  four  sons,  to  wit  Brecc  and  Oengus 
and  Eochuid  and  Forad.  Forad  however  was  the  son  of  a  bondmaid  and 
did  not  get  any  land  and  he  was  the  eldest  of  them.  Oengus  had  the  strength 
of  fifty  men.  Now  the  king  of  Tara  had  a  wanton  son,  to  wit.  Conn  Mac 
Cormaic,  who  forcibly  seized  the  daughter  of  Forad — Forach  was  her  name — 
and  ravished  her.  Then  Oengus  set  out  in  search  of  the  girl  and  went  to 
Tara.  He  did  not  secure  the  chains  which  were  on  the  ....  of  the 
lance,  for  a  man  was  needed  for  each  of  these  two  chains  of  his  always.  He 
saw  his  foster  child  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  King's  son.  'We  have 
not  heard  of  this  new  alliance,'  said  Oengus  The  King's  son  answered. 
'Grant  me  the  respite  of  a  grown-up  person.  In  any  case  thou  wilt  have  to 
bear  it,  though  you  do  not  grant  it.'  'To  begin  with,  I  will  not  bear  it,' 
said  Oengus  and  ran  the  lance  through  him.  Then  one  of  the  chains  struck 
the  eye  of  the  King  so  that  it  broke  in  his  head  ;  and  when  he  pulled  the 
lance  back,  its  butt  end  struck  the  cup-bearer  and  passed  through  him  so 
that  he  died  the  first.  It  was  from  the  chains  that  his  name  was  Oengus 
of  the  Dread  Lance.  Hence  Achaill  (now  the  hill  of  Skreen)  was  built  by 
the  side  of  Tara  that  is  to  say  a  raih  was  dug  by  Cormac  in  which  he  would 
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always  sleep  for  it  was  not  lawful  for  a  king  with  a  blemish  to  sleep  in  Tara. 

The  King's  son  died  and  Oengus  took  the  woman  away  with 

him.  Cormac  sent  hosts  against  the  Dessi  who  were  routed  in  seven  battles 
under  the  leadership  of  Oengus  and  his  brother's  sons,  to  wit,  Russ  and 
Eogan.  To  the  end  of  forty  days  Oengus  was  king  after  Brecc  and  then 
every  man  murmurs  for  they  could  not  endure  the  combined  power  of  the 
prince  and  the  champion  together.  It  is  then  he  said.  'Take  possession 
of  the  kingship  :  my  own  strength  is  best  for  me.'  The  King  of  Tara  gathered 
the  men  of  Ireland  against  them  and  did  not  grant  them  fair  fight  so  that 
they  left  his  land  to  him." 

The  narrative  goes  on  to  describe  the  flight  of  the  hapless  Deisi, 
first  into  Leinster  and  thence,  after  an  interval,  to  Munster.  In  Leinster 
they  were  befriended  by  Fiachu  Bacceda  Mac  Cathair  who  made  room 
for  them  by  expelling  the  Hui  Bairrche.  Here  they  abode  till  the  time 
of  Crimthann,  son  of  Enna  Censelach,  when  there  arose  a  warrior  of  the 
dispossessed  Hui  Bairrche,  who,  taking  up  the  cause  of  his  people,  drove  the 
Deisi  out  and  sent  them  wandering  to  the  south.  A  daughter  of  the  Deisi 
however  was  the  wife  of  Crimthann,  and  this  lady,  Cuiniu  by  name,  bore  the 
chieftain  a  daughter — the  famous,  Ethne  the  Dread,  of  whom  Bri,  the  druid, 
foretold  on  the  night  of  her  birth  that  on  her  account  her  mother's  kindred 
should  seize  the  land  in  which  they  should  dwell.  Ethne  was  named  "The 
Dread"  for  this  reason  that  her  mother's  kindred,  learning  the  nature  of  the 
prophecy,  secured  the  girl  in  fosterage  and  reared  her  on  the  flesh  of  children 
that  she  might  grow  the  quicker  and  be  marriageable  the  sooner.  On  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Oengus  Mac  Nadfraich,  the  king  of  Cashel.  sought 
the  maiden  in  marriage  and  promised  to  grant  her  what  three  requests 
soever  she  should  make.  Ethne  accepted  his  suit  and  demanded  {a)  that 
the  meadow  land  from  Luasc  to  Cashel  should  be  given  her  for  her  mother's 
kindred  to  dwell  there,  (&)  that  the  tribe  which  they  would  choose  should 
clear  the  land  before  them,  and  (c)  that  they  should  be  as  free  as  the  three 
Eoganacht  of  Munster.  The  Deisi  chose  the  Ossorians  to  be  cleared  out,  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  able  to  wrest  the  latters'  land  from  them  by 
force.  At  any  rate  they  had  recourse  to  stategy.  They  made  Dil,  the  Ossorian 
druid,  drunk,  when  he  confessed  that  whichsoever  of  the  hostile  armies  should 
on  the  morrow  first  slay  or  wound  any  one  of  the  opposite  host  should  be 
defeated.  Next  day  finds  the  rival  hosts  in  battle  array  at  Inneoin,  now 
Mulloghinneony,  near  Clonmel,  Co.  Tipperary,  and  it  is  proclaimed  by  Dil 
that  no  soldier  of  Ossory  is  to  slay  a  man  of  the  Deisi.  The  druids  of  the 
latter  people  however  find  an  old  serf,  who  by  promise  of  freedom  to  his 
descendants  for  ever,  consents  to  be  turned  into  a  red  and  hornless  cow. 
The  cow  goes  out  to  encounter  the  men  of  Ossory,  flings  herself  wildly  upon 
them,  and  is  slain  by  some  irresponsible  horseboys  heedless  of  the  druids 
warning.  Complete  rout  of  the  Ossorians  follows — they  fly  eastward  to  the 
Anner  where  they  are  again  routed  and  driven  across  the  Lingaun  "which 
is  the  boundary  between  the  Deisi  and  the  men  of  Ossory    till    Doom." 
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TTiereupon  the  conquered  lands  were  divided  amongst  the  victorious  Deisi  who 
moreover  joined  to  themselves  exiled  bands  from  every  part  of  Ireland  and 
even  some  from  over  the  seas.  It  is  evident  from  the  context  that  the 
territory  here  spoken  of  as  won  from  the  Ossorians  was  Northern  Decies, 
roughly  equivalent  to  the  Tipperary  portion  of  the  present  diocese  of  Lismore. 
The  foregoing  account  is  curiously  confusing — doubtless  because  it  is  some- 
what fragmentary  and  condensed  It  takes  no  account  of  the  fact  that 
the  Deisi  had  been  already  two  centuries  established  in  Munster  when  Aengus 
Mac  Nadfraeich  commenced  to  reign.  The  trekking  of  the  Deisi  became 
one  of  the  great  bardic  stories  :  it  will  be  found  listed  under  the  sub-head 
of  "Progresses"  (CocomtA-oA)  in  the  Catalogue  of  Historic  Tales  given  in 
the  Book  of  Leinster,  fol.  151a.  There  is  a  copy  of  it  in  the  same  book,  fol, 
208b.,  another,  quoted  by  O'Curry  (Lectures  on  MS.  Materials,  p.  48),  in  the 
Book  of  Acaill,  and  others  again  in  the  Liber  Flavus  Fergusorum,  fol.  8, 
teAbAji  riA  hUiX)]\e,  pp.  53a — 54b  and  in  H.  3,  17,  a  small  quarto  MS  ,  on 
vellum,  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  The  story  of  the  great  trek  seems  to 
rest  upon  some  historic  basis  and  may  not  be  Ughtly  or  entirely  rejected. 
It  represents  the  wanderers  as  resting  for  a  time  in  the  territory 
(probably,  Slievemargy,  Queen's  Co.)  of  Leinster  hitherto  occupied  by 
the  Hui-Bairrche  whence  they  were  driven  south  to  Ard  Ladhrann  a 
place  somewhere  in  Co.  Wexford  and  referred  to  in  the  very  first  page 
of  the  Four  Masters  as  the  burial  place  of  Ladhra  one  of  the  three 
warriors  of  the  antediluvian  Ceasair.  O  Donovan  hesitatinghr  identifies 
the  Ard  Ladhrann  with  the  present  Ardamine  on  the  east  coast  of 
Wexford  where  there  is  a  curious  mote  by  the  sea  shore.  Previous  to 
their  expulsion  from  Leinster  the  wandering  tribesmen  spht  up  into  three 
parties,  of  which  one  seems  to  have  made  terms  with  the  king  of  Meath  and 
to  have  returned  to  Bregia,  the  second  crossed  the  sea  to  Wales  where  their 
descendants  were  well  known  both  to  the  compiler  of  the  tract  in  Laud,  610 
and  Rawl.,  B.  502  and  to  the  Welsh  genealogists  (Zimmer,  Nennius  Vind, 
p.  88).  We  next  fi_nd  our  trekkers  at  Tigernach  (Rawl.)  otherwise  Eochu 
(Laud)  where  their  sojourn  was  evidently  of  the  briefest  only.  Early  one 
morning,  soon  as  they  had  built  themselves  dwellings,  the  king  of  Ossory 
saw  them.  "Yonder,"  said  he,  "are  a  thousand  houses  and  a  thousand 
smokes."  Hence  the  place  came  to  be  called  Miledach  (mite  Cije  or  mile 
TtXyeAzAc).  The  king  set  fire  to  the  newly  erected  huts  and  drove  the  in 
truders  from  his  territory  and  we  may  regard  the  subsequent  animosity  of 
the  Deisi  towards  the  Ossorians  as  due  to  this  incident  Though  the  names 
Tigernach,  Eochu,  and  Miledach  are  all  obsolete  there  is  no  particular 
difficulty  in  identif5dng  the  place  signified,  which  is  doubtless  the  extreme 
south-east  angle  of  Kilkenny  County  at  the  junction  of  the  Suir,  Nore,  and 
Barrow  rivers  (CumAft  riA  -oCiti  ntlif^e).  Hence,  the  hapless  Deisi  hied 
them  forth  again,  "along  the  sea  westward,"  till  they  found  a  final  resting 
place  "in  Irchuilen  in  the  south-west  (has  thess,  Laud.)"  The  name  of  Dil. 
the  Ossorian  druid,  fives  in  Drumdeel  the  name  of  an  extensive  townland 
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in  the  barony  of  Middlethird,  Co.  Tipperary,  where  it  forms  portion  of  the 
ridge  extending  from  Slievenamon  in  a  north-westerly  direction  towards 
Fethard,  &c.  From  a  notion  that  the  latter  part  of  the  name  is  -oiot,  pay- 
ment, modern  angHcisation  is  making  the  townland — Market-hill.  The 
Anner  and  Lingaun  are  two  tributaries  of  the  Suir  which  fall  into  the  latter 
— the  first  near  Clonmel  and  the  second  near  Carrick-on-Suir  ;  the  Lingaun 
stream  for  the  last  six  or  seven  miles  of  its  course  forms  the  boundary  between 
the  Counties  of  Tipperary  and  Kilkenny  and  gives  its  name  to  a  parish — 
Newtown-Lennon  in  the  diocese  of  Lismore. 

[27]  OiLiLL  Olum.  He  was  son  of  Eoghan  Mor,  king  of  Munster,  by  his 
wife  Bera,  "daughter  of  Eber,  king  of  Castile."  Bera,  whose  name  survives 
in  place-names  all  over  Ireland  has  become  semi-deified  in  popular  legend 
(see  "Place-Names  of  Decies,"  pp.  64,  &c.)  Oilill's  wife,  we  have  already 
seen,  was  daughter  of  Conn  and  widow  of  Mac  Niadh  ;  she  bore  him  nine 
sons  of  whom  no  fewer  than  seven  fell  in  the  disastrous  battle  of  Magh-- 
Mocrumba.  Oilill  was  evidently  a  man  of  strong  character  and  consider- 
able gifts  of  statesmanship ;  at  any  rate,  in  an  age  of  turbulence  and  intestine 
wars,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  supremacy  of  his  dynasty  on  a  basis 
so  firm  that  his  line  retained  the  kingship  of  Cashel  right  down  to  the  English 
invasion.  Moreover  he  did  much  during  his  long  reign  of  sixty  years  to 
consolidate  the  Munster  kingdom.  He  died  according  to  the  Four  Masters 
in  AD.  234.  Saidhbhe,  the  wife  of  OiUll  Olum,  as  daughter  of  Conn  was 
first  cousin  of  Oengus  Gae-buaibhtech. 

[28]  Decies  of  Munster.  The  territory  is  commonly  described  as 
coterminous  with  the  present  diocese  of  Waterford  and  Lismore,  i.e.  as 
embracing  practically  the  whole  county  of  Waterford  with  two  baronies, 
and  portions  of  two  others,  of  Co.  Tipperary.  It  was  sub-divided  into  northern 
and  southern  Decies  and  ruled  over  by  O'Phelans  and  O'Brics.  The  follow- 
ing is  Keating's  notxce  (Rev.  P.  Dineen's  translation)  of  the  territory  and  in 
connexion  therewith  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  historian  was  himself 
a  native  of  the  Decies  and  a  resident  therein.  "The  descendants  of  Fiachaidh 
Suighdhe  who  are  called  the  Deise  possessed  only  the  district  known  as 
Deise  Dheisceirt  that  is  from  the  Siuir  southwards  to  the  sea  and  from  Lios 
Mor  to  Ceann  Criadain  up  to  the  time  when  Eithne  Uathach  was  married 
to  Aonghus,  son  of  Natfrach,  king  of  Munster.  For  it  was  about  that  time 
that  Aonghus  gave  them  Deise  Thuaisceirt  that  is  from  the  same  Siuir  to 
Corca  Athrach  which  is  called  the  Plain  of  Cashel,  and  O'Fadlain,  who  came 
from  that  stock,  was  king  of  Deise  Thuaisceirt  and  the  place  in  which  his 
residence  was  situated  was  on  the  brink  of  the  Siuir  to  the  west  of  Inis 
Leamhnachta  and  Dun  Ui  Fhaolain  is  the  name  it  is  called  to-day  Another 
kinsman  of  his  occupied  Deise  Dheisceirt  and  he  was  called  O'Bric,  and  he 
had  his  stronghold  beside  the  sea  in  the  south  in  the  place  which  is  now 
called  Oilean  Ui  Bhric.  And  the  Deise  were  divided  thus  between  these 
two  races  until  the  race  of  O'Bric  became  extinct  and  O'Faolain  obtained 
the  chieftainship  of  the  two  territories  and  held  it  for  a  long  period  after- 


160  Notes  :  Life  of  Declan. 

wards  until  the  race  of  Eibhear  took  Deise  Thuaiscert  from  him  and  so  he 
possessed  only  Deise  Dheisceirt  on  the  coming  of  the  foreigners  to  Ireland." 

The  Latin  Life  has,  at  this  place,  several  additional  sentences  conveying 
considerable  further  topographical  and  historical  information. 

[25]  Declan  son  of  Eirc.  The  question  of  the  authority  of  these 
early  genealogies  is  a  thorny  one  and  perhaps,  in  the  present  stage  of  Irish 
scholarship,  a  theme  to  be  avoided  in  such  a  work  as  the  present.  Whatever 
may  be  said,  however,  of  the  first  portion  of  the  pedigree  given  the  latter 
part,  as  falUng  within  the  age  of  admittedly  a,uthentic  history,  may  be  ad- 
mitted as  approximately  correct.  If  the  genealogical  tree  could  be  shown 
to  be  correctly  drawn,  perhaps,  some  light  might  be  thrown  on  the  vexed 
question  of  St.  Declan's  period.  Allowing  twenty  years  to  a  generation 
and  fixing  the  time  of  Fiacha  Suigdhe  as  about  200  a.d.  (Keating)  we  get 
about  A.D.  500  as  the  period  of  Declan's  birth.  Shorten  the  generation  to 
fifteen  years  and  it  will  still  be  difficult  to  bring  Declan  ^Adthin  the  period 
of  Patrick's  mission.  The  genealogy  given  would,  by  the  way,  prove  Declan 
related  to  many  of  the  great  saints  of  Ireland — to  St.  Brigid,  for  instance, 
who  descends  from  a  common  ancestor,  Feilimidh  Rechtmhar.  The  follow- 
ing fuller  genealogy  is  supplied  by  the  Book  of  Leinster,  p.  358,  thus  : — 

'OeclAn  A|tt)mo|ii, 
m.  e-pnb|iAinx>, 
tlo  *OectAn, 
m.  RofA, 
m.  nAi|i, 

m.    "piACAIIl, 

m.  CoriAitt, 

m.  mecAjt, 

in.  OenjtjfA, 

m.  CojiTnAc  m.  A^\{z  Oenfiji. 

Mac  Firbisig's  genealogy  (R.I. A.  copy)  agrees  with  the  foregoing  and 
adds  some  information  of  interest  concerning  Declan's  immediate  relatives, 
thus: — Aonjuf  "pionn  Aon  triAC  lAif,  be^iconn  :  CoriAi'Lt  :  pAchon  :  Hai-ji  : 
lomjiofA  no  loTTO^ofA  ;  lom^ofA  no  lon-ojiofA  ctiij  mec  tef  .i.  'OeAtJAl-cVitj, 
'OiomA-oibeAC,  ITIocca,  "OeAjtAin  A^]\x)m6^]\  -j  ConAtt  in  x^i^teA-ti  peiniin. 

The  strange  thing  about  the  genealogies  quoted  is  that  they  both  omit 
ejic.  Another  genealogy  appended  to  the  "Life"  in  R.I. A.  MS.  23  M.  30., 
but  in  a  different  hand  from  the  text,  makes  Declan,  son  of  Ere,  and  does 
not  agree  in  a  single  point  with  the  lists  in  Mac  Firbisig  and  the  Book  of 
Leinster.  It  agrees  however  with  our  text,  only  omitting  a  few  generations. 
For  comparison  I  append  portion  of  the  list  (it  is  carried  up  to  Adam)  : — 
•OeA^tAn,  m.  eijic,  m.  Cjieoin,  tii.  Itij-OAc,  tri.  AnAc  (t1iA"6),  m.  b|iiAin,  tii. 
eojAin,  m.  Ai|tc  Ctufib,  m.  ttloJA  Ctii|ib  (mofco|t1i)),  in.  mofCA-oinj,  in. 
tneiffeoijie  (tTlofciiAije),  in.  CuAnA  CAom  t)|ieArAi5,  in.  CAi|ib|ie  Tlio5pA-oA, 
in.  eoJAm,  Sec,   &c-     The  text  of  this  last  list  seems  rather  corrupt. 
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[30J  DOBHRAN.  The  place  has  been  identified  (Waterford  Archaeological 
Journal,  No.  1,  p.  39)  as  a  practically  disused  graveyard  on  the  townland 
of  Drumroe,  parish  of  Lismore,  Co.  Waterford.  Within  the  roughly  circular 
enclosing-fence  the  foundations  of  the  primitive  church  are  faintly  traceable 
and  to  all  the  country  side  the  place  is  known  as  neitijin  "OeA^tAin. 
That  the  name  Deithin  is  a  form  of  -oeiti-oe,  care  or  diligence,  is  suggested  by 
Ussher's  rendering  of  the  name  as  Cuva. 

[31]  Against  a  Hard  Stone.  There  is  a  similar  legend  in  Keating 
referring  to  Fiachaidh  Maellathan  son  of  Eoghan  Mor,  son  of  Conn  (History, 
O'Mahony's  Translation,  p.  317).  In  the  case  of  Fiachaidh,  however,  it  is 
the  infant's  head,  not  the  stone,  which  was  affected  by  the  impact. 
Local  seanachies  have  lately  excogitated  the  theory  that  the  well  known 
Cloc  A  Cviinne,  or  "Comer  Stone"  of  Cappoquin,  is  the  identical  boulder  with 
which  the  infant  Declan's  head  came  into  such  extraordinary  colUsion. 
The  origin  of  this  repulsive  legend  might  perhaps  be  traced  to  the  former 
existence  within  the  Reiligin  at  Drumroe  of  a  boulder  furnished  with  a 
bullan,  or  basin-Uke  cavity,  of  the  kind  so  often  met  mth  on  early  church 
sites  and  elsewhere  in  Ireland. 

[32 1  Shape  of  a  Ladder.  The  resemblance  of  miracles  recorded  in 
the  present  "Life"  to  those  of  Holy  Scripture  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  reader 
and,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  to  suggest  the  genesis  of  the  legend.  This 
phenomenon  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Life  of  Declan,  as  may  be  proved  by  per- 
usal of  the  accompanying  Life  of  Mochuda.  Indeed  it  characterises  the 
Irish  "Lives"  almost  universally. 

[33]  Colman.  This  Colman,  represented  here  as  a  bishop,  it  is  im- 
possible to  distinguish  in  the  martyrologies.  No  fewer  than  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  saintly  men  of  the  name  are  enumerated  in  the  Martyrology 
of  Donegal  and  which  individual,  if  any,  of  these  is  the  Colman  of  our  text 
it  is  now,  and  will  perhaps  for  ever  be,  impossible  to  determine.  There  is 
just  one  possible  means  of  settUng  the  question  ;  it  is  discovery  of  the  date 
on  which  fell  the  patronal  feast  of  Kilcolman,  an  ancient  church  of  the  Decies 
which  however  is  not  recorded  even  in  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  (1302-6) . 
ICilcolman  is  the  site  of  the  early  church  traditionally  regarded  in  the  Decies 
as  the  cell  of  Colman.  Close  to  Ardmore,  the  church  of  Colman  has  ever 
been  looked  upon  as  associated  with  the  great  establishment  of  Declan  and, 
strangely  enough,  the  modern  Catholic  parish  in  which  Kilcolman  townland 
is  included  has  been  and  is  locally  known  as  Scatia  pobAt— "Old  Congrega 
tion  (or  Tribe)."  The  immediate  site  and  vicinity  of  the  ancient  church  is 
held  sacrosanct,  as  is  the  thorn  bush  which  overshadows  it,  but  the  holy 
well  has  been  drained  away.  On  the  grass  covered  mound  which  marks 
site  of  the  primitive  cell  there  were  preserved  from  immemorial  time  a  couple 
of  stone  objects  believed  to  be  respectively  the  chalice  and  patena  of  the 
saint.  Unfortunately  the  less  reverent  spirit  of  modem  times  is  responsible 
for  the  destruction  and  disappearance  of  the  "patena"  and  for  the  mutilation 
of  the    "chalice."     The    last    named    curious  object,   which    is  at  present 
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in  the  writer's  custody,  stands  10|  inches  high,  is  cupped  or  hollowed  at  both 
ends  (diameters  3h  inches  and  3|  inches  respectively),  and  tapers  slightly 
towards  the  middle  of  its  stem.  Its  present  worn  condition  is  the  result, 
probably,  of  its  use,  for  a  lengthened  period,  as  a  "healing  stone"  in  cases 
of  cattle  sickness.  For  a  fuller  description,  with  illustration,  see  Waterford 
and  S.E.  Ireland  Archaeological  Journal,  Vol.  ix.,  pp.  143  &c. 

[34]  Spoke  this  Prophecy.  Irish  hagiographers  are  extremely  devoted 
to  the  idea  of  prophecy  at  birth  and  baptism.  We  shall  see  them  cast  the 
spiritual  horoscope  in  the  case  of  Ciaran  of  Tubrid  and  of  Carthage,  &c., 
later  on.  The  notion  was,  no  doubt,  borrowed  from  Simeon's  prophecy 
in  the  Temple  on  the  occasion  of  Our  Saviour's  Presentation  therein. 

[35]  Dobhran's  Place.  Hereon  was  erected  a  primitive  church  on  the 
usual  diminutive  scale  the  foundations  ot  which  (14  feet  x  8  feet)  are  faintly 
traceable  within  a  small  circular  graveyard  some  two  miles  to  south-west 
of  Cappoquin,  Co.  Waterford.  This  place,  called  the  tleilijin  or  Ueiti^in 
'OeAjtAin,  as  already  mentioned,  was  till  recently,  and  may  still  occasion- 
ally be,  used  for  the  burial  of  unbaptised  infants,  &c.  See  Waterford  and 
South-East  Ireland  Archaeological  Journal,  Vol.  i.,  p.  39. 

[36]  Magh  Sgiath.  All  authorities  agree  that  this  is  the  original  name 
of  the  place  which  afterwards  became,  and  now  is,  Lismore.  The  name 
appears  to  signify  "Plain  of  Shields"  and  it  has  even  been  suggested  it  is 
derived  from  the  great  shield-shaped  mound  known  as  the  Round  Hill,  a 
mile  to  the  east  of  Lismore  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Blackwater,  at  the 
point  exactly  where  the  Rian-Bo-Phadruig  (see  Journal,  Royal  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  Ireland,  Vol.  xxxv.,  pp.  110-129.)  crossed  the  river.  The 
name  is  also  written  M.  Sceth,  M,  Sceith,  and  M.  Scethili. 

[37]  Fostered.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  explain  that  fosterage  was 
an  honoured  institution  in  ancient  Ireland.  The  children  of  the  chief  and 
generally  the  children  of  the  wealthy  were  brought  up  in  other,  usually 
poorer,  families  than  their  own — from  infancy  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  in 
the  case  of  girls  and  to  seventeen  in  the  case  of  boys.  The  relationship 
created  between  fosterer  and  fostered  was  recognised  as  amongst  the  most 
sacred  known — often,  indeed,  teste  Giraldus  Cambrensis  and  Stanihurst,  as 
sacred  as  the  tie  of  blood  Elaborate  enactments  of  the  Brehon  code 
regulated  the  respective  obligations  of  fosterers  and  parents  and  guarded 
their  privileges.  Fosterers  were  obliged  to  efficiently  educate  the  child  in 
the  specified  branches  and  were  Uable  for  any  fines,  &c  ,  incurred  by  the 
Dalta  or  foster  child  ;  on  the  other  hand  they  had  a  strict  right  to  a  fosterage 
fee  and  likewise  to  support  in  old  age  from  the  fostered 

[38]  DiOMA.  He  was  the  son  of  Cas.  "He  is  patron  of  Cill-Dioma 
m  Caenraighe  of  the  county  and  diocese  of  limerick  and  has  a  holy  day, 
a  festival  and  a  station.  He  was  also  the  master  of  Declan  and  Coirbre, 
son  of  Colman,  bishop,  as  we  read  in  the  Life  of  Declan  and  he  was  in  the 
Desi  of  Mumhain"  (O'Clery's  note  to  Table,  Martyr.  Donegal,  p.  403). 
His  festival  is  on  May  12th.     On  the  other  hand  the  Martyrology  of  Donegal 
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(text)  suggests  identity  of  our  Dioma  or  Diomma  with  Dimma  Dubh  of 
Condeire,  bishop  (January  6th),  of  whom  the  compiler  says  — "1  think 
this  is  the  Dima  to  whom  Declan  was  sent  to  be  educated." 

[39]  Cairbre  MacColmain.     The  martyrology  of  Donegal  enumerates 
four  bishops  named  Cairbre,  but  which  of  these,  if  any,  be  the  Cairbre  styled 
MacColmain  in  the  text  there  is  nothing  to  indicate.     Under  November  1st 
^  the  Martyrology  of  Gorman  has  a  Cairbre,  bishop. 

[40]  Seven  Churches.  Omitting  Reilig  Deaglain  already  mentioned, 
the  following  early  church  sites,  all  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Lismore, 
have  been  identified: — Cappoquin  (within  demesne),  Ralph,  Ballyinn,  Coole 
(Cill  Coltimcitte),  Seemochuda,  Garrison  (Citt  biteAc),  Flower  Hill  (Citt 
*0iii5eAin),  Tobber  (better  known  as  Shean),  Aglish  (riA  Sajahc)  Bally- 
saggartbeg  (  ?  An  toifcin)  Okyle,  and  Kilbree  (c.  biii^e).  The  last  named 
church  cannot  have  been  one  of  the  seven  for  its  origin  otherwise  is  known 
to  us — ^from  Brig  dau.  of  Cairpre  whom  the  Felire  of  Aengus  commemorates 
under  January  31st.  If  Reiligin  Deaglain  be  made  the  centre  instead  of 
Lismore  a  few  of  the  foregoing  would  be  excluded  but  the  following  would 
fall  within  a  radius  of  three  or  four  miles,  Affane,  Killderriheen,  Cill- 
a-tSleibhe  (within  Affane  demesne)  and  Moneyvroe. 

[41]  AiLBHE.  He  is  perhaps  the  most  prominent  of  the  four  or  five 
saints  of  Ireland  claimed  to  be  pre-Patrician  in  their  mission.  Though  he 
was  born  in  Eliogarty,  his  descent  is  traced  from  the  Dalaradians  of  the 
north.  Like  the  founders  of  Rome  he  is  said  in  early  infancy  to  have  been 
suckled  by  a  wolf,  and  it  is  claimed  he  was  brought  up  and  educated  by  certain 
Britains  who  lived  in  Eastern  Eliach.  Ailbhe's  "Life"  states  that  he  learned 
the  Sacred  Scriptures  from  a  Bishop  Hilarius  whom  Lanigan  conjectures 
to  have  been  Hilary  of  Aries  (d.  449).  Ailbhe  and  Ibar  are  referred  to  in 
the  Tripartite  Life  as  observing  a  peculiar  injunction  of  their  father,  Patrick. 
The  annals  refer  the  death  of  Ailbhe  to  the  sixth  century,  thus  : — 
Annals  of  Ulster — a.d.  526. 
,,        ,,    Innisf alien — a.d.  526 

,,    Four  Masters — ^a.d.  541. 
Chronicon  Scotorum — a.d.  531. 

Ailbhe's  feast  is  kept  on  September  12th. 

[42]  Hilary.  Assuming  this  passage  not  to  be  an  interpolation  the 
pontiff  in  question  would  be  Pope  Hilary  (461 — 468).  This  assumption 
involves  transference  of  Declan's  floruit  to  the  late  fifth  century.  As  how- 
ever the  native  hagiographers  were  not  strong  in  their  foreign  geography 
or  in  their  European  history,  one  might  assume,  with  Meyer  and  Zimmer, 
that  the  Hilary  in  question  is  not  the  Pope  so  named  but  the  Bishop  of  Aries 
referred  to  in  last  note. 

[43]  We  have  no  account  of  a  king  or  emperor  of  Rome  who  had  a  son 
named  Runan.  To  be  sure  the  Latin  Life  reads  Lu  anus,  but  that  does 
not  make  solution  of  the  difficulty  anything  the  easier.  This  however  is 
no  reason  to   doubt  that  Declan  had  a  disciple   so  named,  nor  even  that 
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the  latter  was  a  Roman  and  of  patrician  lineage.  The  Irish  gave  the  title 
of  king  to  provincial  chieftains  and  even  to  smaller  territorial  magnates 
In  this  connexion  too  we  must  remember  the  considerable  direct  and 
comparatively  close  intercourse  of  Ireland  with  Gaul  (Conf.  Meyer  "Learning 
in  Ireland  in  the  Fifth  Century,"  &c.),  also  the  considerable  influx  of 
Gauhsh,  &c.  refugees  consequent  on  the  Vandal  invasion  of  Continental 
countries. 

[43]  Bell.  It  is  evident  from  the  context  that  cloc  here  is  identical 
with  the  clocc  of  a  few  sentences  lower  ;  I  have  accordingl}'^  translated  it 
hell  in  both  cases.  The  word  I  am  aware  has  been  translated  stone  (Jouma'v 
of  Kilkenny  and  South  East  of  Ireland  Archaeological  Society,  Vol.  iii.,  New 
Series,  1860-61,  p.  47),  and  on  strength  of  present  pas'^age  the  name,  'OtJibin 
TDe-AjtAin,  has  been  applied  to  a  small  object  of  marble  said  to  have  been 
found  in  St.  Declan's  grave  at  Ardmore  and  preserved  with  veneration  in 
the  vicinity  for  ages.  The  object  in  question  was  simply  a  thin  and  flat  piece 
of  black  marble,  roughly  about  two  inches  square,  bound  by  a  Ught  metal 
clamp,  and  bearing  on  one  side  a  cross  incised  and  on  the  other  a  circle.  The 
stone  was  pieiced  by  four  or  five  holes  countersunk  for  silver  rivets.  This 
singular  object  was  regarded  locally  with  great  popular  reverence  ;  it  was 
also  in  much  request  on  account  of  its  alleged  curative,  &c.,  virtues.  A 
detailed  description  of  the  stone,  with  a  woodcut,  will  be  found  in  the  above 
quoted  Kilkenny  Archaeological  Journal,  Regarding  the  nam.e,  *otiibin, 
Mr.  William  WilHams,  of  Dungarvan,  writer  of  the  notice  just  referred  to, 
has  offered  the  explanation  that  •ot>it)in==T)t)it)-TTiionn  ;  perhaps  -otjibin, 
"httle  black  object  (bell)"  is  more  hkely.  Unfortunately  the  so-called 
x>-uit)in  has  not  been  heard  of  since  1861,  but  I  have  little  doubt  its  redis- 
covery would  reward  an  adequate  search  for  it  in  Dungarvan  or  vicinity. 

[44]  IcHT.  The  Irish  called  the  Enghsh  Channel  Icht,  Ycht,  Vecta,  or 
the  Ictian  Sea.     Compare  Isle  of  Wight. 

[45]  AiLBHE,  Ibar,  Declan,  and  Ciaran.  With  these  four  saints  is 
inextricably — ^we  may  almost  say,  hopelessly — bound  up  the  question  of 
pre-Patrician  Christianity  in  Ireland  Each  of  the  four  is  brought  into  the 
story  of  the  other  three,  but  Ailbhe  it  is  whose  relations  with  Declan  are 
most  intimate.  Ailbhe's  hfe  has  been  already  sketched  (note  [41]).  Ciaran, 
Hke  Declan,  is  brought  into  close  relationship  with  King  Aengus  of  Cashel 
whom  Patrick  is  said  to  have  baptized.  Though  Ossorian  by  race  Ciaran 
was  born  in  Clear  Island,  his  mother  being  of  Corca  Laighde.  Seir  Ciaran 
especially,  and  the  territory  of  Ossory  generally  was  the  theatre  of  his  hfe 
and  labours.  His  feast  day  is  March  5th  on  which  day  also,  or  day  follow- 
ing, is  honoured  his  disciple  and  successor,  St  Carthage,  Senior.  Neither 
Ciaran's  death  nor  his  period  is  indicated  in  the  annals,  but  his  "Life"  makes 
him  a  cotemporary  of  King  Aenghus  and  also  of  a  number  of  sixth  century 
saints.  Ibar  is  claimed  as  a  native  of  Ulster  but  his  hfe,  hke  the  lives  of 
Declan,  Ciaran,  and  Ailbhe,  was  identified  with  south  or  south-east  Ireland. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  trained  by  an  Abbot,  Motta,  and  to  have  permanently 
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established  himself  at  Beg  Erin  near  the  present  town  of  Wexford.  Hi? 
feast  is  kept  on  April  23rd,  and  the  Annals  claim  the  vicinity  of  500  a.d. 
as  the  date  of  his  death  ;    thus  :  — 

Annals  of  Ulster       499.  500  or  503 


,,    Cambria   .... 
,,       ,,    Four  Masters 
, ,    Clonmacnoise 
Chronicon  Scotorum 


501 
500 
504 
500 


[46]  Kevin,  &c.  The  BoUandists  and  the  Latin  Life  add  Mobi  (Moby). 
These  names — except  perhaps  Mobi's  and  Colman's — are  not  perpetuated  in 
place  or  church  denominations  within  the  Decies  territory.  Without  further 
data  it  is  impossible  to  identify  them  with  names  in  the  martyrologies. 
la  the  calendars  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Colmans  are 
commemorated,  four  Lachtains,  five  Findings  and  fourteen  Caoimghens. 

[47]  Aenghus  Mac  Natfrich.  He  was  the  first  Christian  king  of 
Cashel  and  fell  with  his  wife  Eithne  (a.d.  489.  A.F.M.),  at  the  battle  of  CeU- 
Osnadha,  now  Kelliston,  four  miles  east  of  Leighlin,  Co.  Carlow.  Their 
death  fulfilled  a  prophecy  of  Ciaran's  and  was  the  penalty  exacted  for  a 
shameful  crime  attempted  by  Eithne.  From  Aenghus  descend  the  families 
of  MacCarthy,  O'Keefe,  O'Callaghan,  and  O'SulHvan,  besides  many  saints 
and  kings.  SS  Lugadi,  Foilian,  Natalis,  and  Colman  were  amongst  the 
sons  of  Aenghus. 

[48]  Colman  and  Eoghan.  Colman  became  bishop  of  Doremore 
(Durrow),  within  Eile,  on  the  confines  of  Munster  and  Leinster  and  is  honoured 
in  the  Irsh  calendars  on  May  20th.  The  following  table  shows  the  inter 
relationship  of  Declan  and  Colman,  &c.  : — • 

Erc=m.  Deithiden     =     m.  Aengus  Mac  Nafrich, 


Chieftain  of  Decies. 

St.  Declan. 


King  of  Cashel. 


Colman  Eoghan. 

[49]  Conn's  Half.  In  allusion  to  the  well  known  Meathian,  or  northern, 
origin  of  the  Deisi  chieftains. 

[50]  EoGHANACHT  OF  Cashel.  The  tribe  name  of  the  O'Donoghues 
who  were  anciently  located  in  Magh  Femhin,  the  fertile  plain  of  South 
Tipperary.  Shortly  after  the  English  invasion  the  O'Donoghues  were  driven 
from  the  Golden  Vale  and  forc'ed  to  fmd  a  home  in  Kerry.  Here  they  gave 
the  name  of  Onoght  O'Donoghue  to  all,  or  portion  of,  the  present  barony 
of  Magunihy. 

[51]  Kilmuine.  Menevia,  otherwise  Rosnat,  and  now  St.  David's, 
Cardiganshire.  It  is  practically  the  nearest  point  of  Wales  to  southern 
Ireland — the  distance  thence  to  Ardmore  being  just  about  one  hundred 
miles.     This  proximity  goes  far  to  explain  the  early  commercial  and  other 
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close  connexion  of  South  Wales  and  southern  Ireland.  Kilmune  is  insepar- 
ably associated  with  the  memory  of  St.  David,  who  established  here  the 
archiepiscopal  See  of  Wales  some  time  in  the  first  half  of  the  sixth  century. 
St.  David  is  mentioned  with  unusual  distinction  in  the  Irish  martyrologies  : 
in  fact  the  native  hagiographers  treat  him  in  a  manner  as  one  of  their  own 
distinguished  Irish  saints.     His  death  took  place  in  544  approximately. 

[52]  The  legend  of  the  floating  rock  is  not  quite  unique.  Many  similar 
stories  are  found  in  the  lives  of  Celtic  saints.  St.  Cuangus,  of  Liathmore, 
for  instance,  sailed  to  Scotland  on  a  flagstone.  On  another  occasion  a  holy 
man  from  Ireland  crossed  the  ocean  on  a  sod  cut  from  his  native  hillside. 
Yet  again  we  read  of  four  Irish  saints  sailing  the  Irish  sea  on  another  flagstone 
for  permanent  possession  of  which  they  cast  lots  soon  as  they  had  reached 
their  destination.  A  boulder  of  coarse  gritstone — wrenched  in  the  Ice  Age 
from  the  Comeragh  Mountains — lying  on  the  shore  at  Ardmore  and  known 
far  and  wide  as  "St.  Declan's  Stone"  has  been  regarded  with  the  veneration 
of  many  generations  as  the  identical  stone  which  floated  from  Wales 
in  the  wake  of  Declan's  ship.  Popular  reverence  expresses  itself  in 
peculiar  devotions  performed  here  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  pattern. 
"Declan's  Stone"  rests  upon  the  underlying  rocks  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave, 
in  the  centre  underneath,  a  narrow  opening  or  passage  through  which  devotees 
crawl  on  all  fours,  meantime  invoking  the  saint's  intercession  in  their  particular 
necessity.  A  late  Parish  Priest,  deeming  the  stone  an  object  of  superstition 
wished  to  have  it  broken  or  removed,  but,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  the 
workmen  refused  to  use  their  sledges  upon  the  offending  monument. 

[53]  High  Sheep  Island.  The  former  island  character  of  Ardmore 
Promontory  is  forcibly  suggested  by  present  appearances ;  elevation  of 
the  sea  by  a  few  feet  or  a  corresponding  depression  of  the  low  neck  of 
land  to  north  and  north-west  of  the  village  would  reduce  Ardmore  to  an 
island.  The  present  junction  with  the  mainland  appears  to  have  been 
effected  as  much  by  silting  up  of  the  channel  as  by  elevation  of  the  ground. 
The  silt  here  is  coarse  gravel  with  some  sand,  thrown  up  by  the  sea  at  the 
east  side  of  the  neck  It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  Ardmore  can  have  been 
insulated  in  historic  time.  The  evidence  is  the  other  way,  scil. — that  for 
centuries  the  sea  has  been  advancing  on  the  land,  and  at  the  present  rate  of 
gain  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  century  or  two  till  Ardmore  does  really  become 
an  island.  A  former  crannoge  site,  which  must  at  one  time  have  been 
within  a  lagoon,  is  now  covered  by  the  advancing  sea.  Towards  its  western 
end  the  former  channel  follows  the  course  of  a  stream  and  terminates  in 
a  depression  by  the  strand  or  shore  known  as  be^t  At  a  or  river-mouth. 
The  circuit  of  the  former  alleged  island  would  embrace  the  present  townlands 
of  Ardocheasty,  Ardogina,  Ballinamona,  Farrengarret,  Duffcarrick,  and 
Monea. 

[54]  The  Desii.  Their  territory  varied  its  boundaries  from  time  to 
time.  At  its  widest  extension  it  included  the  whole  Co.  Waterford  with 
the  baronies    of    Iffa  and   Offa,   East    and  West,    as  well    as  portions  ot 
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Middlethird  and  Slieveardagh,  Co.  Tipperary,  the  Great  Island,  Co.  Wexford, 
and  the  baronies  (or  parts  of  them)  of  Imokilly,  Condons  and  Clangibbon 
and  possibly  Kinnatalloon  and  Barrymore,  Co.  Cork. 

[55]  Ait  Breasail.  This  place  has  remained,  and  most  probably  will 
remain,  unidentified.     Possibly  it  was  the  present  Crossford  {At  riA  C|ioife). 

[56]  Mainchin.  This,  according  to  the  O'Clerys  (Martyr.  Donegal), 
was  probably  St.  Mainchin  or  Muinchin  of  Limerick,  who  was  son  of  Sedna, 
son  of  Cas,  son  of  Conall  Eachluath  of  the  race  of  Cormac  Cas,  son  of  Oilioll 
Olum,  Within  the  Decies  was  one  ancient  church  (Killmanahan,  near 
Clonmel)  bearing  Mainchin's  name.  The  Martyrology  of  Donegal  com- 
memorates in  all  eleven  Main  chins  besides  two  Mainchans. 

[57]  Stories  of  interrupted  miracles  are  common  in  the  "Lives."  One 
samt  miraculously  erecting  a  Round  Tower  by  night  is  spied  upon  by  an 
inquisitive  female,  who  makes  some  remark  on  the  progress  of  the  work— 
with  the  result  that  the  building  was  immediately  stopped  and  the  tower 
carried  no  higher.  St.  Mochuda,  measuring  Moeltul,  a  petty  king  of  Kerry, 
is  interrupted  by  a  meddlesome  servant  and  Moeltul's  catalogue  of  promised 
earthly  blessings  is  thereupon  cut  short,  &c.,  &c. 

[58]  Pasture,  The  land,  especially  the  portion  of  it  comprised  in  the 
townlands  of  Ballinamona  and  Monea.  still  retains  and  deserves  its  reputation 
for  fertility.  Hereabout  is  a  restricted  outcrop  of  limestone  to  which  this 
materialistic  age  will  insist  on  ascribing  something  of  the  district's 
productiveness. 

The  three  wells  referred  to  in  the  preceding  sentence  are  said  to 
be  represented  now  by  certain  springs  on  the  strand  near  low  water  mark. 
These  are  uncovered  only  at  low  water  of  spring  tides  and  cure  inward 
complaints  of  those  enterprising  enough  to  reach  them.  The  Holy  Well  is 
however  "Tobar  Deaglain,"  the  most  noted  holy  well  in  Munster,  situated 
on  the  cliff,  within  a  few  yards  of  Teampull  Disirt.  It  is  still  visited  by 
thousands  on  the  occasion  of  the  patronal  feast. 

[59]  Feartach  Declain.  No  trace  or  memory  of  the  Feartach  is  now 
discoverable,  though  apparently  the  staff  existed  in  the  time  of  the  saint's 
biographer  and  perhaps  even  in  the  seventeenth  century  when  O'Clery 
made  the  present  copy. 

[60]  Ardmor  Declain.  Of  the  eariiest  Ardmore  of  St.  Declan's  time, 
nothing  remains  to-day  beyond  a  few  ogham  inscribed  pillar  stones,  which 
are  preserved  in  the  ruined  Cathedral,  and  possibly  the  rude  plinth  of  a  cross 
lying  on  the  grounds  of  Monea  House.  Even  the  diminutive  oratory,  with 
its  hoary  antiquity  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  years,  is  most  probably  of  a 
period  somewhat  posterior  to  Declan's  day.  As  the  cells  of  the  community 
and  original  church  were  all  of  wood  or  wattle  in  the  characteristic  Irish 
style  we  need  not  wonder  that  so  little  has  survived. 

[61]  We  cannot  help  regretting  that  the  writer  does  not  specify  some 
of  the  churches  so  founded.  Almost  the  only  church  definitely  named  is 
Kilmacleague  and  as  this  is  near  the  extreme  east  of  Decies  territory  it  helps 
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to  bear  out  the  biographer's  statement  that  Declan's  influence  was  far  ex- 
tended. Lanigan  conjectures  that  Mocollop  was  another  Declan  church  : 
possibly  it  was,  but  to  base  this  theory  on  a  resemblance  between  Mochelloc 
and  Mocollop,  as  Lanigan  does,  is  to  build  upon  sand — or  upon  air.  This 
reference  to  Declan's  churches  and  monasteries  has  successfully  tempted  the 
present  annotator  to  add  here  a  list  (as  complete  as  it  can  at  present  be  made) 
of  the  early  churches  of  Decies.  In  this  connection  ancient  Decies  is  taken 
as  coterminous  with  the  present  diocese  of  Waterford  and  Lismore.  For 
convenience  of  reference  the  church  sites  are  grouped  under  the  headings 
of  their  old  or  pre- Reformation  parishes  : — 


Parish. 


Affane 
Aghsh 

Ardfinnan 
Ardmore 

Ballybacon 


Ballygunner 
Ballylaneen 
Ballymacart 
Ballynakill 
Baptist  Grange 

Cahir 


Clashmore 

Clonea 

Clonegam 

Colligan 

Corbally 

Crooke 

Derrygrath 

Donaghmore 

Drumcannon 

Dungarvan 

Dunhill 

Dysert 


Early  Church  Sites. 

Affane,  Kilderriheen  (not  identified),  Moneyvroe. 

Aglish,  Ballingown,  Dromore  (Kiltira),  Shanakill, 
Tinascart. 

Ardfinnan. 

Ardmore,  Crobally,  Dysert,  Kilcolman,  Kilknockan, 
Loskeran  (cilt  -OonncA-OA),  Rodeen. 

Ballybacon,  Killaidamee,  Kilballygorman,  Kildanoge, 
Kilgrogy  (unidentified),  Kilmaneen,  Lady's  Abbey 
Lodge. 

Ballygunner  (2). 

Ballylaneen  (2),  Tempelyvrick. 

None  discoverable. 

Ballynakill,  Kilcohan. 

Ballygambon  (Killedmond),  Carrigeensharragh,  Mil- 
town    (CeATTiptllt   x^OX)A). 

Ballylegan,  Ballymacadam,  Caher  Abbey,  Clonmore 

(CiU    SobnAic),    Kilcommon,     Killeenbutler,    Kil- 

leigh,  Killemly,  Loughlohery. 
Clashmore,     Kilmore,     Knockanaris      (CilL     Coluim 

•Oeirij). 
Glen,  Kilbeg  (unidentified),  Kilgrovan,  Killineen. 
Clonegam,  Killowen. 
Colligan. 
Coolum. 
Crooke. 

Ballydoney,  Derrygrath,  Kilmaloge,  Kilmurry. 
Donaghmore,  Killerk. 
Drumcannon,  Killune. 
Abbeyside,    Dungarvan,     Killongford,      Killossoragh, 

Kilminnin,  Kilmurry,  Ringapuca. 
Ballylenane,  Dunhill,  Killone,  Killsteage,  Kilcannon, 

Smoor. 
Churchtown      (T)ifeA|Ac),     Killdroughtan,     Windgap 

(otherwise  Ardmore). 
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Faithlegg 

Faithlegg,  Kilcullen. 

Fenough 

Fenough,  Tinhalla  {?). 

Fews 

Fews,  Killnagrange, 

Garrongibbon 

Garrongibbon. 

Grange 

Idem. 

Grangemockler 

Grangemockler  (2). 

Guilcagh 

Killmovee. 

Inislounaght 

Inisloinaght,       Kilmacomma,     Killnamack,     Decoy 

Kilmolash,  Patrickswell. 

Kilbarry 

Balhndud,  Kilbarry. 

Kilbarrymaiden 

Kilbeg,  Kilmurrin. 

Kilbride 

Idem. 

Kilbume 

Idem. 

Kilcaragh 

Idem. 

Kilcash 

Idem. 

Kilcockan 

Killeenagh,  Kilcockan,  Kilmanicholas. 

Kilcop 

Idem. 

Kiigobinet 

Ballyneety,  Inchindrisla  (cat  ContilAiti).  Kiladangan 

Kilbryan,    Kiigobinet   (C.  SobtiAiz:),    Killnafrehan. 

Kil  grant 

Idem. 

Killaloan 

Kilheffeman,  Killaloan. 

Killea 

Killawlan  (unidentified),  Killea,  Licaun 

Killotteran 

Idem. 

Kill  St.  Lawrence  .... 

Idem. 

Kill  St.  Nicholas     .... 

Idem. 

Killure 

Idem. 

Kilmacleage 

Ballygarron,  Kilmacleage. 

Kilmacomb 

Idem. 

Kilmeadan 

Adamstown,    Darrigle,    Gortaclade,     Kilbunny,    Kil- 

meadan. 

Kilmolash 

Keereen,  Kilmagiboge,  Kilmolash. 

Kilmoleran 

Carrickbeg  (Reiti^  tiA  muc) 

Kilmurray 

Macreary,     Lisadobber,    Kilmurray,    Dovehill    {Ai^-o 

Cotuim). 

Kilronan                    "^ 

Ballvdonagh,    Bawnfune,    Kilcreggane,    Kilmanahan, 

Lismore  Diocese    j 

Kilkeanv,  Kilronan,  Bennetschurch. 

Kilronan,                   ^ 

'                    \ 

Idem. 

Water  ford  Diocese^ 

Kilrossanty 

BaUingowan,    Ballykeroge    (Citl  bjieAc),    Curraheen 

(C.  toinnin),    Garranmillon,   Kilcomeragh,    Kilross- 

anty, Knockyelan  (?),  Shanbally. 

Kilrush 

Idem. 

Kilsheehan 

Bumtchurch,  Kilsheelan. 

Kiltegan 

Idem. 

Kilwaterinoy 

Fountain  (C.  -pionncAin),   Kilwatermoy. 
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Kinsalebeg 

Leitrim 

Lickoran 

Lismore 

and  Mocollop 


Lisnakill 

Lisronagh 

Modeligo 

Molough 

Monamintra 

Monksland 

Mora 

Mortlestown 

Mothel 

Neddif.s 
Newcastle,  ) 

Lismore  Diocese    J 
Newcastle,  ) 

Diocese  Waterfordj 
Newtown  Lennon   .... 
Outeragh 
Rathgormack 

Rathmoylan 
Rathronan 
Reiske 
Ringagonagh 

Rochestown 
RossdufE 
Rossmire 
Seskinane 

Shanrahan 

Stradbally 

Tallow 

Templemichael        ^ 
(Co.  Waterford)  / 


D'Loughtane,  Kilgabriel,  Kilmeedy  (C.  fno-1-oe),  Kil- 
maloo  (C.  mo-'LviA-o),  Kinsalebeg. 

Idem. 

Idem. 

Aglish,  Ballyinn,  Ballysaggartbeg,  Cappoquin,  CooV 
(C.  ColuTnciUe),  Drumroe  (c.  T)eA5lAiTi),  Flower 
Hill  (c.  'OtiijeAin),  Garrison  (c.  li)|teAc),  Kilbree 
(C.  buije),  I.ismore,  Mocollop,  Okyle,  Rath, 
Seemochuda,  Tobber. 

Lisnakill,  Loughdaheen. 

Kilmore,  Lisronagh 

Derry  (c.  mo  ttiA-o),  Killea  (C.  tiAt),  Modeligo 

Idem 

(?) 

Kildwan,  Monksland. 

Ballynattin,  Maginstown,  Moorstown 

Idem 

Ballynevm,    Bishopstown,    Joanstown,    Kilcanavee, 

Kilclooney,  Killerguile  (unidentified),  Mothel,  Ross. 
Idem 
Clashganny,      Crohan     (C.    tiAt),     Crohan      (C.     ha 

jCloijeAnn),  Killnacarriga  (C.  Iiac  also)  Newcastle 
Newcastle,  Kildermody,  Carrigphilip. 

Ahenny  (C.  Clifpin),  Newtown. 

Idem. 

Ballynafina,  Glenpatrick.  Kilbrack,  Killballyquilty. 
Knockanaffrin,   Park  (C    eoJAin),  Rathgormack. 

Kilmaquage  (c.  mo  Cuaij),  Rathmoylan. 

Idem 

Ballydermody,  BallyphiHp,   Killcarton,  Reiske. 

Ballintlea  South,  Bally liarrahan,  Gortadiha,  Kill- 
inoorin  (site  unidentified) ,  Shanakill  (Ringagoonagh) 

Idem. 

None  discoverable. 

Kilmoylan,  Rossmire  (c.  CurriAiL). 

BalHnaguilkee,  Bleantasour,  Cloonacogaile,  Kilcooney 
(C.  CuAtiA),  Knockboy  (Seskinane),  Lyre. 

Burncourt,  Kilavenoge,  Kilcarron  (c.  CAHjiuin),  Kil- 
leaton  (c.   eicin),  Rehill,  Shanrahan. 

Ballyvoyle,  Garranturton,  Kildeaglain  (site  uniden- 
tified), Kilminnion,  Kyllelton,  Stradbally. 

Kilcalf,  Kilmore,  Kilwinny,  Tallow. 

Darinis  (Molana),  Ringcrew,  Killea,    Templemichael 
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Idem. 


Templemichael 

(Co.  Tipperary) 
Tubrid  ....     Ballydrinan,  Ballylaffan,  Burgess  (CeAtnpu It '0^5^111)^ 

Kilcoran  (c.  CuA|iAiri),  Killinure,  Kilroe,  Tubrid. 
Tullaghmelan  ....     Idem. 

Tullaghortan  ....     Killballyboy,  TuUaghortan. 

Whitechurch  ^ 

(Co.  Tipperary)     / 
Whitechurch  \     Kilcloher,  Kilcannon,  Kilgreany,  Kilnafama,  White- 

(Co.Waterford)     j         church. 

Three  or  four  of  the  ancient  parishes  seem  to  have  had  no  church  at 
any  time  within  their  bounds  ;  at  any  rate  very  minute  investigation  has 
failed  to  find  trace  of  any.  It  cannot,  of  course  be  proved  that  all  these 
churches  were  Celtic  in  origin  ;  it  is  possible  that  a  few,  like  Inislounaght, 
Lady's  Abbey,  and  Mothel,  were  of  purely  post-invasion  foundation. 
The  majority  of  early  churches  here  listed  are  of  the  cill,  ceal,  or  cilleen, 
type  and  in  every  case,  except  in  those  noted  as  "non-discoverable"  or 
"not  identified,"  the  actual  site  of  the  ancient  oratory  or  ecclesiastical 
foundation  has  been  located  and  examined  {vid.,  "Place-Names  of  Decies," 
passim).  As  the  church  buildings  were  generally  of  wood  or  wicker  it  is  vain 
to  expect  remains.  In  a  great  many  instances — but  not  in  the  majority — 
the  cill  site  was  occupied  later  by  an  Irish- Anglo-Norman  church  of  which 
the  ruins  often  survive,  and  occasionally  it  continues  occupied  by  a  church 
to  the  present  day.  As  a  rule  the  typical  cill  differs  Uttle  in  outward 
appearance  from  the  lios  or  rath  ;  there  is,  in  both  cases,  a  circular  rampart 
of  earth  enclosing  a  space  of  approximately  half  an  acre  still  occasionally 
used  for  burial  of  unbaptised  infants. 

[62]  Inneoin.  This  is  Inneoin-na  nDeisi  to  which  the  smith  of  Sid 
Buidb  in  Feimin  threw  his  anvil  from  Loch  Lein.  It  appears  to  have  been 
a  seat  of  the  king  of  Cashel  and  to  have  been  also  called  Indeoin  Aine,  Indeoin 
Maighe  Feimin,  and  I.  of  Ossory.  The  Book  of  Ballymote  (379a)  refers  to 
it  as  a  hillock  or  fert.  The  place  has  been  identified  as  the  present  Mullagh- 
noney,  a  townland  in  the  parish  of  Newchapel  four  miles  north  of  Clonmel, 
Co.  Tipperary. 

[63]  Fasting  on  the  King.  To  make  a  prayer  or  a  curse  more 
efficacious  it  was  preceded  or  accompanied  by  a  fast  of  greater  or  less  severity 
and  duration.  In  this  connection  will  be  re-called  Ruadan's  famous  fast  on 
the  Ard-Righ  at  Tara  before  the  saint  put  his  final  ban  upon  the  royal  city 
There  is  something  left  unexplained  here.  The  National  Apostle  threatens 
Declan  and  his  people  with  censures,  yet  we  are  told  of  no  canonical  offence. 
Why  this  threat  of  censure  ?  The  most  reasonable  explanation,  which  indeed 
at  once  suggests  itself,  is  some  irregularity  in  jurisdiction  on  Declan's  side. 

[64]  Slieve  Gua.  Now  the  Knockmaeldown  range  (highest  point 
2,690  feet)  forming  the  dividing  fine  between  the  counties  of  Tipperary  and 
Waterford.     Two   ancient   roadways  from   Magh  Feimin   to   South   Decies 
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are  still  traceable  (see  Journal,  R.S.A.I.,  Vol.  xv.,  5th  Series,  pp.  110,  &c.) 
The  more  westerly  and  probably  the  later  of  these  is  the  Rian-Bo-Phadraig 
of  local  legend,  which  led  directly  to  Lismore.  Declan  seems  as  a  rule  to 
have  used  the  more  easterly  track  ;  such,  at  any  rate,  we  gather  from  the 
various  references  to  his  journeys.  This  latter  road  diverged  from  the  early 
Cashel-Lismore  Road  ("Rian  Bo  Phadraig")  at  Ardfinnan,  followed  down 
the  east  bank  of  the  Suir  to  Molough,  crossed  the  river  here,  and,  running 
nearly  straight  over  the  mountain  ridge,  emerged  on  the  southern  plain  at 
Affane.  This  was  evidently  too  the  road  taken  by  Carthage  on  the  occasion 
of  his  retreat  from  Rahen. 

[65]  Ledban.  I  can  find  no  further  reference  to  him  ;  I  cannot  even 
discover  his  name  in  the  Deisi  genealogies.  The  Deisi  it  is  to  be  remembered 
did  not  obtain  possession  of  Magh  Feimin  till  the  fifth  century,  when,  on 
expulsion  of  the  Ossorians,  the  territory  was  bestowed  on  them  by  Aenghus 
of  Cashel.  Thenceforward  O'Bric  held  sway  in  Waterford  and.  O'Phelan 
in  northern  Decies,  till  the  O'Brics  sank  under  the  O'Phelan's,  some  time 
previous  to  the  EngHsh  Incasion  (Cf.  O'Donovan's  note  to  O'Huidhrin). 

[66]  Apparently  Declan  in  his  speech  to  the  Clann  claims  a  tanist's 
rights  or  something  akin  thereto. 

[67]  Feargal.  The  name  Ferrgil  occurs  twice  in  the  Deisi  genealogies 
(Book  of  Ballymote)  but  in  neither  case  is  its  owner  returned  as  son  of  Cormac  ; 
in  one  case  he  is — F.  son  of  Artgal,  son  of  Leitetech,  and  in  the  other — 
F.  son  of  Bee,  son  of  Faelan. 

[68]  St.  Patrick's  Well.  "Patrick's  Well,"  about  one  mile  west  of 
Clonmel,  consists  of  a  great  basin  filled  to  the  brim  with  bubbhng  crystal  water 
and  still  regarded  with  much  local  veneration  (see  Map) .  Close  by  it  in  the 
marsh  is  a  stunted,  rude  and  early  Celtic  cross  which  marks  a  former  peni- 
tential station.  There  are  likewise  the  ruins  of  a  small  seventeenth  century 
church,  proved  to  be  the  successor  of  a  primitive  Celtic  structure  by  fragments 
of  the  earlier  building  which  survive  incorporated  in  the  present  ruin. 

[69]  Sechnall  ;    otherwise  Secundinus,  first  bishop  of  Slane. 

[70]  Synod  of  Cashel.  Lanigan  unreservedly  rejects  this  account  ot 
the  synod  as  a  patched-up  story  of  later  date  intended  to  support  certain 
claims  to  jurisdiction,  &c.  This  hypothesis  leaves  unexplained,  however, 
the  payment  of  tribute  (see  three  paragraphs  later)  to  Declan  from  Cashel — a 
payment  evidently  claimed  by  Declan's  successors  at  the  time  when  the 
present  Life  was  written. 

[71]  Archbishopric  of  Munster.  Possibly  archbishopric  is  here  used 
in  the  sense  of  most  ancient  and  historic  bishopric.  More  probably  however 
the  title  and  perhaps  the  story  also  and  the  rann  are  of  a  date  posterior 
to  Rathbreasail  and  to  the  transfer  from  Emly  to  Cashel  of  the  chief  bishopric 
of  Munster. 

A  Latin  rendering  of  the  rann,  composition  of  which  is  here  attributed 
to  Patrick,  is  given  by  Ussher  and  elsewhere ;  it  accentuates  the  verses' 
significance : — 
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"Albeus  est  humilis  dixit  Caephumia  proles  ; 
Patriciusque  esto  hinc  Ailbee  Momonia. 
Declanus  pariter  patronus  Desius  esto  ; 
Inter  Desenses  Patriciusque  suos." 

[72]  In  Pagan  Times.  It  is  rather  anomalous  that — accepting  the  modem 
diocesan  boundaries  as  identical  with  the  later  territorial  Hmits — Mullogh- 
noney  is  now  outside  the  Decies.  But  so,  too,  are  other  places  specially  located 
by  the  text  within  that  region.  There  must  have  been  frequent  change  or 
shrinkage  of  boundary  at  this  north  as  at  the  western  side  of  the  region. 

[73]  Rath  Na  nIrlann  ;  in  the  Latin  Life  variously — "Raith  na 
Yrlane,"  "Raith  na  nirlann,"  and  "Magh  na  nGherlann."  The  passage 
throws  an  interesting  light  as  well  on  the  ancient  topography  of  Cashel  as 
on  the  arrangement  or  purpose  of  buildings  within  a  kingly  Dun.  There 
was  a  special  place  of  detention  for  hostages  ;  compare,  in  this  connection, 
the  Mound  of  the  Hostages  at  Tara.  The  name,  Rath-na-ngerlann — 
presuming  the  rendering  here  given  to  be  correct — suggests  that  the 
structure  may  have  also  been  used  as  an  armoury. 

[74]  Dercan.  Unfortunately  I  have  been  unable  to  identify  this 
individual  or  site  of  his  homestead.  It  avails  nothing  that  Dercan 's  name 
was  perpetuated  in  "Clog  Dercain,"  the  title  of  a  well  known  bell  (or  pillar 
stone)  in  northern  Decies  which  survived  in  the  writer's  day  and  around 
which  the  army  of  Decies  marched  before  it  took  the  field.  I  imagine  clog 
(a  bell)  here  has  been  written  in  mistake  for  clock  (a  stone)  In  this  connexion 
it  is  suggestive  that  the  Latin  Life  has  "stone."  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
an  army  solemnly  marching  around  a  hand  bell ;  it  is  different  when  the 
centre  of  circumambulation  is  a  pillar  stone.  The  name,  however,  has 
disappeared  and  probably  the  stone  too.  It  is  possible  however  that  the 
latter  is  identical  with  "Cloch-Fhada"  a  remarkable  piUar  stone  standing 
alone  on  a  hilltop  within  the  townland  of  Giant's  Grave  in  the  parish  of 
Rathronan,  near  Clonmel  (see  Map).  The  remarkable  monument  is  visible 
for  miles  in  every  direction  :  it  is  tall  (nine  feet  above  ground) ,  tapering  and 
slender  and  is  marked  with  two  inscribed  crosses  of  early  Irish  pattern. 
There  axe  two  sketches  of  this  cloc  from  the  pencil  of  Du  Noyer  in  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy  Library.  In  the  parish  of  Cahir  and  townland  of 
Grangemore  there  Hes,  at  a  cross  roads,  a  remarkable  boulder  of  limestone 
locally  known  and  venerated  as  "St.  Patrick's  Stone." 

[751  Coningean.  I  regret  exceedingly  my  inabihty  to  locate  this 
establishment,  identification  of  wliich  would  be  both  interesting  and  im- 
portant. Kiltagan  the  site  of  an  early  church,  near  Clonmel,  suggests  itself 
— ^but  we  can  only  conjecture.  Popularly,  in  west  Decies,  where  the  story 
of  the  cooked  dog  is  well  known  to  Irish  speakers,  Coninga  is  believed  to 
be  Conna,  near  Tallow.  Conna  however  is  not  in  Magh  Feimin  and  I  suspect 
the  only  reason  for  equating  it  with  Dercan's  homestead  is  similarity  of  name 
sound.  Again,  in  mid-Waterford,  the  pass  or  gap  over  the  Comeragh  Mount- 
tains  known  as  "Bearna  Mhadraidh"  (Dog's  Gap)  is  pointed  out  as  the  road 
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taken  by  the  resuscitated  dog,  for  the  tale  there  is  that  the  animal  was 
restored  to  life  by  Declan,  The  whole  story  was  probably  founded  in  Folk's 
etymology,  based  on  the  name  Coninga  (Con-lonjA).  That  the  place  sought 
for  lies  to  north  of  the  Knockmaeldown  range  is  evident  from  the  text  and 
likewise    from  the  Felire  Aengussa   (Stoke's  edition  of  190,   p.   77)  : — "Do 

Coningnib  do i     .    tuath  fil  fri  Sliab  Cua  atuaid  ocus  ic 

Ard  Finain  ata,"  «.e.the  Comingi  are  a  tribe  to  the  north  of  Slieve  Gua,  &c. 

[76]  CoMAN  AND  Ultan,  &c.  Ultan  succeeded  Declan  as  head  of  the 
monastery.  Colgan  devotes  a  whole  page  to  him  under  March  14th,  and 
succeeds  in  telling  us  practically  nothing.  Apparently  Ultan  was  Declan 's 
favourite  disciple  ;  yet,  strangely  enough,  his  memory  does  not  survive  in 
any  Deisian  place-name — unless  indeed  it  be  Kyllelton,  an  ancient  church  site 
near  Stradbally.  Shearman,  on  what  authority  I  do  not  know,  credits  Ultan 
with  foundation  of  Maghnidh  in  Magh  Femin.  Magh-nidh,  which  the  Book 
of  Hymany  describes  as  "1115-poni:  CAipt"  in  Magh  Femin,  has  not  been 
identified.  I  suggest  that  it  is  Mowney  an  ancient  parish  and  church  in 
the  barony  of  Slieveardagh,  Co.  Tipperary.  Coman  may  perhaps  be  com- 
memorated in  Kilcommon  near  Cahir,  Mochaba  {recfius  Mocopa  according 
to  Colgan)  in  Kilcop,  near  Waterford,  and  MacErc  and  Mac  Laisren  (irio-tAife) 
respectively  in  Killerk  and  Kilmolash,  near  Clonmel. 

[77]  Bregia.  Brega  Midi  was  a  people  of  Meath  and  a  plain  of  the 
same  province — the  original  home  of  the  Deisi  of  Munster.  Bregia  would 
include  roughly  the  present  baronies  of  Deece,  Duleek  and  Slane  with  Mon- 
asterboice  as  somewhere  near  its  centre.  Thanks  to  Rev.  Paul  Walsh,  M.A., 
of  Mullingar  I  am  able  to  identify  Declan's  rehgious  foundation,  wherein  he 
established  the  Canons  and  left  the  Book-shrine.  The  church  referred  to 
gave  name  to  Kilegland,  a  diminutive  parish  of  one  townland,  which  surrounds 
the  village  of  Ashbourne  in  the  barony  of  Ratoath,  Co.  Meath.  Ashbourne 
is  close  to  the  border  of  Co.  Dublin  and  five  miles  east  of  Dunshaughlin  ; 
a  brief  notice  of  it  appears  in  Cogan's  "Meath,"  vol.  II.,  p.  383.  The  evolution 
of  the  name  Kilegland  may  be  thus  expressed  : — Kildeglan — Kileglan — 
Kilegland.     (Cfr.   Hogan's  Onomastcon,  pp.  188,  190), 

[78]  The  place  has  not  been  identified  but  in  all  probability  it  is  Kil- 
colomb,  the  site  of  an  early  church,  in  the  barony  of  Ida,  Co,  Kilkenny. 
Our  martyrologies  have  no  mention  of  a  Columdearg.  It  is  interesting 
however  to  find  his  name  associated  with  a  holy  well  at  a  place  called 
Knockanaris  in  the  parish  of  Clashmore,  Co.  Waterford  ("Place-Names  of 
Decies,"  p.  81).  Close  to  the  church  remains  at  Kilcolomb  is  a  rough  stone 
boulder  with  three  basin  shaped  hollows  on  its  upper  surface  ;  it  is  known 
as  Cloc  Cottnm  and  held  in  great  reverence  locally, 

[79]  There  appears  to  be  some  confusion  of  the  present  with  an  incident 
previously  recorded.  What  was  the  necessity  for  a  boat  if  the  channel  had 
been — as  the  narrative  records — already  dried  up  !  The  hatred  too  of  the 
Ait-Breasail  folk  for  Declan  is  rather  unintelligible  ;  there  is  something  left 
understood,  which  the  writer  might  have  told  us. 
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[80]  Instances  are  not  rare  in  these  Irish  "Lives"  of  wild  animals, 
especially  deer,  surrendering  themselves  as  beasts  of  burden,  &c.  Compare, 
for  instance,  the  alleged  incident  on  Columba's  interview  with  the  bishop, 
Etchen,  who  was  to  ordain  him  on  the  morrow — when  wild  deer  came 
unled  from  the  woods  to  take  the  place  of  oxen  in  the  plough. 

[81]  The  Latin  Life  gives  the  name  of  the  place  as  Mag-Gabra 
(ITIA^  gAb-fiA)  which  perhaps  we  may  take  as  represented  by  the  present 
townland  of  Mogowry  in  the  parish  of  the  same  name,  some  miles  to  east 
of  Cashel  in  the  barony  of  Middlethird  and  diocese  of  Cashel  The  name 
of  the  grantee  might  be  represented  to-day  by  Dorney. 

[82]  The  baptism  of  a  future  saint  is  an  incident  frequently  emphasised 
in  the  "Lives."  Its  introduction  seems  to  be  a  motive  on  which  to  hang  a 
prophecy  of  the  infant's  future  greatness.  An  incident  exactly  like  the 
present  is  related  in  Mochuda's  Life,  q.v. 

[83]  TiPRUT.  Tubrid,  in  the  barony  of  Iffa  and  Offa  West,  Co.  Tipperary, 
and  diocese  of  Lismore,  where  St.  Ciaran,  bishop  of  that  place,  is  honoured 
on  November  10th.  The  Holy  Well  of  Tubrid,  a  large  circular  basin  at  which 
stations  were  formerly  made,  has  recently  been  enclosed  by  a  wall.  A 
public  pump  too  has  been  erected  in  connection  with  it.  Tubrid  is  called 
Tioprat-mic-Nenna  in  the  martyrology  of  Donegal.     (See  Map.) 

[84]  Grot  and  Cua.  The  name  Vi  Faithe  survives  in  Iff  a  and  Offa, 
the  designation  of  two  baronies  of  South  Tipperary.  Slieve  Grot  is  the 
Galtee  mountain  range  and  Slieve  Cua  the  nearly  parallel  Knockmaeldown 
chain.  Tubrid  is  situated  almost  midway  between  the  two  ranges  of  Sliabh 
Grot  (the  Galtees)  and  Sliabh  Gua  (Knockmaeldown).  Here  it  will  be 
remembered,  in  the  old  graveyard  beside  the  Holy  Well,  the  ashes  of  Dr, 
Geoffrey  Keating  await  the  resurrection. 

[84a]  Habellum  This  word — variously  written  gabellum,  cabellum, 
and  habellum — has  sorely  puzzled  commentators.  Du  Cange  ("Gloss.  Med.  et 
Infim.  Lat.")  renders  Cabella  pro  Gabella  thus  • — "Olim  tributum  omne, 
nunc  illud  solum  quod  sali  imponitur."  He  adds — "  Eodem  nomine 
appellatur  tributum  quod  ex  vino  penditur."  Gabella,  he  states  to  be — ■ 
"vox  ejusdem  originis  et  notionis  ac  Gablum.  Nam  qui  aliunde  etymon 
arcessunt  toto  coelo  aberrant."  Finally,  he  glosses  Gablum— "census, 
tributum,  reditus,  ex  Saxonico  Gafol  vel  gafel  eadem  notione."  The 
"Glossarium"  subjoins  four  or  five  further  particular  meanings  in  all  of 
which  the  idea  of  tax  or  tribute  is  evident.  Cabellum  at  once  suggests  the 
ancient  gabal  or  cabal  (cApAtt),  a  small  wiry  horse  bred  in  Ireland  and 
exported  thence,  but  the  obvious  meaning  of  our  term  is  a  coin  or  other 
such  medium  of  ecclesiastical  tribute.  Possibly  the  alleged  petrified  habellum 
so  long  preserved  at  Ardmore  is  identical  with  the  stone  object  referred  to 
in  note  [43]  antea.  The  Latin  Life  calls  the  object  stolen — Magnum  habel- 
lum, on  which  the  Bollandist  editor  observes  : — "quid  sit  habellum,  nescio." 

[85]  Druim  Luctraidh  ;  most  probably  the  ridge  of  Lochluachra, 
near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Deisi  territory  and  on  the  direct  ancient 
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highway  from   Cashel  to    Ardmore.     (See  Journal,    R  S.A.I.,   vol.  35,   pp. 
110-129). 

[86]  Castle.  The  Latin  Life  renders  the  name  of  the  place  "Collis 
StabiUs"  and  adds  that  between  the  castle  and  the  place  whence  Declan  hurled 
the  staff  was,  at  least  in  time  of  the  writer,  a  high  wood  called  Cuirt — (qy. 
Scairt).  "Collis  Stabilis"  at  once  suggests  Crohan  (C|itiA-6An — "Hard  Ridge") 
a  place  about  one  mile  to  west  of  the  pass  across  the  Suir  at  Molough.  On 
this  townland,  which  is  of  great  extent  (1,860  acres)  are  the  sites  of  two 
early  churches — Citt  tiAr  and  c.  riA  gCioijeAnn.  The  narrow  intervening 
townlands  of  Middlequarter  and  Killnacarriga  (Coilt  riA  CAitit^Aije),  with 
their  suggestive  sub-denominations,  Co^'lt-rn6■\\,  Coitt-T3A|iAi5e,  &c.,  are 
reminiscent  of  a  former  forest  covered  area.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  the  Irish  chieftain's  "castle"  would  have  been  of  wood  or  wattle. 

[87]  Maglacha.  Now  Molough,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suir  close 
to  the  village  of  Newcastle.  Here  are  considerable  remains  of  a  later  church 
and  some  monastic  buildings.  The  author  of  our  life  is  corroborated  by  the 
Martyrology  of  Donegal  in  his  statement  that  the  monastery  of  Molough 
owed  its  origin  to  the  daughters  of  Cinaedh  ;  under  September  24th  the 
martyrology  in  question  commemorates  : — injetiA  CahitjijIi  6  ttiai^  IocIia 
Compare  with  the  present  dedication  the  neighbouring  Citl-riA-mAc 
Molough  was  granted  at  the  suppression  to  Sir  Henry 'RadcUffe.  Beside  or 
close  to  the  abbey  was  one  of  the  chief  passes  over  the  Suir  into  Southern 
Deisi.     (See  Map.) 

[88]  To  Commemorate  this  Miracle.  Near  the  southern  end  of  the 
ford,  on  the  townland  of  Clashganny,  and  beside  of  the  ancient  roadway, 
is  a  primitive  church  site  with  a  stunted  pillar  stone  and  some  boulders, 
possibly  portion  of  the  cross-crowned  pile  alluded  to  in  the  text.  The  Latin 
Lite  adds  that  the  place  was  called  Ulladh  or  Vlu,  a  name  which  has  much 
mystified  the  commentators.  It  is  simply  the  Irish — gIa,  a  penitential 
station  or  sanctified  place. 

[89]  See  note  [76]  antea. 

[90]  River.  The  Licke3''  river  which,  rising  in  the  Sheve  Grian  range, 
discharges  into  the  Blackwater  below  Clashmore.  Three  or  four  miles  from 
Clashmore  this  stream  was  crossed,  at  Aughnacurraveil,  by  the  Rian-Bo- 
Phadraig  or  ancient  Cashel-Lismore-Ardmore  roadway  already  alluded  to. 
The  Latin  Life  gives  the  name  of  the  stream  as  Luth,  but,  independently 
of  this  testimony,  the  place  is  easily  identified. 

[91]  The  Latin  Life  reads : — "Ut  sepelivetur  apud  sanctum  Declanum." 

[92]  Leinstermen.  O'Hanlon  cavalierly  states  that  this  place  "is 
undoubtedly  identical  with  the  present  Dungarvan."  Without  corresponding 
emphasis  it  is  well  to  observe  that  the  place  is  not  and  cannot  be  Dungarvan. 
Dungarvan  is  not  in  the  east  of  Decies  and  is  not  close  to  the  Leinster- 
men. Kilmacleage,  however,  three  or  four  miles  east  of  Tramore,  fulfils 
both  conditions  and  moreover  embodies  the  name  MacLiag.  The  remains 
of  the  old  church,  of  quasi-cycolpean  masonry,  stands  on  the  edge  of  a  clay 


Notes  :  Life  of  Declan.  177 

cliff  which  juts  out  into  the  Back  Strand  of  Tramore  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  latter.  The  Latin  Life  adds  that  MacLiag's  church  was  near  the  bay 
called  Ymleach.  This  latter,  I  take  it,  is  Waterford  harbour,  otherwise 
Loch-Da-Caoc,  an  ancient  name  of  which  was  Loc  Miletach.  From  this 
last  name  the  scribes  have  evolved  Ymleach  thus — Miletach,  Imletach  (and 
Leathach),  Ymleach.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Irish  name  of  Woodstown  Strand,  Waterford  Harbour,  is  CjiAij  ttlitif ,  that 
the  headland  which  forms  its  southern  boundary  is  Cnoc  a  itlitif  and 
that  Belle  Lake,  a  picturesque  sheet  of  water  a  mile  or  two  inland,  was  Lough 
Miles  according  to  Speed's  Map  of  1610. 

[93]  DiSERT  Declain.  This  name  is  perpetuated  in  Dysert,  the  official 
title  of  a  townland  to  east  of  Ardmore  village.  Here,  on  the  edge  of  the 
cliff,  half-a-mile  from  the  Cathedral,  tower  and  oratory,  stands  the  ruin  of 
a  later  (probably  twelfth  century)  church.  Beside  this  ruin  is  the  Holy  Well 
of  Declan  already  alluded  to.  Doubtless  this  marks  the  spot  to  which  the 
saint  retired  before  the  end  as  noted  in  the  text.  The  place  is  now  bare 
of  timber,  but,  as  it  is  sheltered  from  the  prevailing  south,  or  sea,  gales,  it 
is  capable  of  growing  trees.  Over  the  holy  well  some  rude  modern  carved 
crucifixes,  &c.,  are  set  in  masonry.  Others  were  maliciously  mutilated  some 
ninety  years  ago,  when  the  foolish  and  ill-advised  act  led  to  a  considerable 
display  of  popular  feeling  against  certain  members  of  the  community. 

[94]  Compare  the  Life  of  St.  Mochuda  for  an  example  of  similar  retire- 
ment "to  make  his  own  soul"  before  the  end. 

[95]  Mochuda's  "Life"  ends  somewhat  similarly.  In  his  retirement 
Mochuda  is  visited  by  aged  and  infirm  members,  &c  ,  of  the  community, 
"for  he  was  the  prop  of  the  aged,  the  health  of  the  infirm  and  the  comfort 
of  the  sorrowing." 

[96]  Tomb.  The  word  in  the  Latin  text  is  "Leuiciana"  the  meaning 
of  which  was  unknown  to  the  Bollandists  and  apparently  also  to  Du  Cange. 
From  other  Irish  "Lives"  (Cf .  St,  Mochuda's)  it  is  quite  clear  that  leviciana 
is  a  tomb  or  cemetery, 

S     The    ending    shows,    or    suggests,   that    the     Life    was    intended  for 
reading  in  refectory  or  choir. 
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[1]  Mochuda.  Lanigan  thinks  it  probable  that  the  saint's  original 
name  was  Cuda  (Cuttai)  to  which  Carthage  Senior  prefixed  the  term  of 
affection,  mo,  and  the  learned  Doctor  conjectures  that  the  name  Carthage 
was  applied  later  because  of  the  bearer's  connexion  with  the  older  saint. 
The  hypothesis  however  seems  gratuitious  ;  it  appears  too  to  be  untenable 
in  face  of  the  specific  statement  of  the  "Life"  that  his  baptismal  name  was 
Carthage  and  Mochuda  but  a  pet  designation.  Carthage  (Carthach)  was 
a  personal  name  of  occasional  occurrence  in  ancient  Ireland,  Cfr.  Martyr. 
Oengus.,  Sept.  9th,  Oct.  21st,  &c. 

[2J  CiARRAiGHE  LuACHRA.  An  ancicnt  sub-division  of  South  Munster 
which  derived  its  name  from  Ciar  son  of  Fergus  Mac  Riogh  and  Maev  of 
Connacht ;  it  was  approximately  co-extensive  with  the  present  baronies  of 
Trughanacmy,  Clanmorris,  and  Irachticonnor  in  North  Kerry  and  some- 
times it  is  taken  to  signify  all  North  Kerry  (Onomast.  GodeHcum). 

[3]  Fergus  Mac  Roigh  ;  the  great  Ulster  prince  and  warrior  whose  shade 
related  to  Murgen  the  lost  story  of  the  Tain.  Through  hatred  of  Connor 
Mac  Nessa,  who  had  slain  the  sons  of  Uisneach  for  whose  safety  Fergus  had 
pledged  his  faith,  the  chivalrous  Fergus  went  into  voluntary  exile  to  Con- 
nacht. In  the  latter  province  Fergus,  with  one  thousand  five  hundred 
exiled  Ulstermen,  took  service  under  Maev  and  from  Connacht  he  led  the 
famous  Tain  or  expedition  against  Ulster.  Fergus  was  eventually  slain  at 
the  instigation  of  Maev's  husband  Ailill,  who  had  apparently  but  too  much 
reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  Ulster  warrior.  The  "Exile  of  Fergus,"  now  lost, 
was,  teste  the  Book  of  Leinster,  one  of  the  great  Irish  historic  tales.  St. 
Ciaran  of  Clonmacnoise  it  was  who,  according  to  another  version,  from 
dictation  of  the  ghost  of  Fergus  wrote  down  on  the  skin  of  his  pet  cow  the 
history  of  the  classic  raid. 

[4]  The  story  alluded  to  seems  to  be  this: — Nessa  married  Fergus  on 
condition  that  Connor,  her  son  by  a  former  husband,  should  be  allowed 
to  reign  for  one  year  as  king  of  Ulster.  Fergus,  infatuated  with  the 
scheming  widow,  assented,  and  the  result  was  that  Connor  retained  the 
throne  while  Fergus  was  left  to  make  a  living  by  his  sword.  The  Connor  in 
question,  who  is  better  known  as  Mac  Nessa,  was  king  of  Ulster  about  the 
time  of  Our  Lord's  death,  as,  thanks  to  T.  D.  Sullivan's  fine  ballad,  all  the 
world  knows. 

[5]  EocHAiD  Feidhlig.  The  Death-tale  of  Fergus  Mac  Roich  is 
published  by  Meyer  in  the  R.I. A.  Todd  Lecture  Series,  from  a  MS.  (the  only 
copy  known)  in  the  Advocates'  Library,  Edinburgh.     The  story  runs,  that 
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as  the  heroes  were  bathing  in  Findloch  of  Magai  after  deeds  of  valour  Fergus 
went  into  the  lake  also.  Maeve  under  lascivious  impulse  went  in  too.  Whereat 
AiUll  enraged  requested  Lugaid,  his  blind  brother,  to  cast  his  spear  at 
Fergus  on  the  pretence  that  the  object  indicated  was  a  deer.  Lugaid,  whose 
spear  was  never  known  to  miss  its  mark,  cast  his  javelin  as  directed  and 
unconsciously  pierced  Fergus,  his  bosom  companion,  through  the  heart. 
Fergus  is  said  to  have  had  three  sons  by  Maeve,  scil.  : — {a)  Core,  ancestor 
•of  the  Corcomroe  of  Thomond,  {b)  Conmac,  ancestor  of  the  Conmaicni  of 
•Connacht,  and  (c)  Ciar. 

[6]  Laune.  The  present  River  Laune,  Co.  Kerry.  It  rises  in  Killarney, 
whence  it  carries  the  superfluence  of  the  Lower  Lake,  flows  ten  miles  in  a 
north  westerly  direction  and  discharges  itself  into  Castlemaine  Harbour. 
In  the  ancient  graveyard  attached  to  the  ruined  abbey  or  church  of  Castle- 
maine (of  which,  by  the  way,  our  saint  is  patron)  lies  a  bullan  popularly  known 
as  Cloch-Mochuda.  It  is  of  interest  also  to  note  that  the  church  of  Kiltullagh 
is  likewise  locally  regarded  as  under  the  tutelage  of  Mochuda, 

[7]  CoMHGALL.  He  is  perhaps  after  Columba  the  most  renowned  of 
all  the  Irish  monastic  founders.  Of  Ulster  origin  and  lineage  he  founded 
the  celebrated  monastery  of  Bangor  in  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century  and 
nnder  him  were  trained  very  many  of  the  great  saints  of  Ireland — our  Mochuda 
amongst  them.  Comhgall  died  in  602  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  his  feast  is 
kept  on  May  10th.  He  is  the  author  of  one  of  the  Irish  Monastic  Rules 
and  to  him  Gougand  (Hermanthena,  Vol.  16,  p.  61)  would  attribute  com- 
position of  the  hymn  "Versiculi  familiae  Benchuir"  in  the  antiphonary  of 
Bangor.  The  Irish  hagiologists  manifest  great  anxiety  to  represent  their 
saints  as  pupils  or  disciples  of  Comhgall. 

[8]  St.  Brendan.  This  is  Brendan,  otherwise  Brennain,  of  Clonfert, 
who  like  Mochuda  was  a  native  of  Kerry.  Brendan  was  fostered  by  St.  Ita 
and  is  best  known  as  the  daring  navigator  who  sailed  unknown  seas  and 
discovered  many  new  lands,  including,  it  is  sometimes  contended,  the 
shores  of  America.  Brendan  enjoyed  a  considerable  fame  on  the  Continent 
in  mediaeval  times  when  the  story  of  his  voyages  was  one  of  the  staple  motives 
of  European  romance.  He  founded  a  famous  monastery  at  Clonfert,  Co. 
Galway,  and  a  nunnery  at  Annaghdown  in  the  same  county,  over  which 
he  set  his  sister  as  superior.  Brendan  died  in  577  and  his  festival  is  kept 
on  May  16th. 

[9]  Raithen.  Now  Rahen,  a  townland  containing  the  remains  of  two 
ancient  churches,  in  the  barony  of  Ballycowan,  about  five  miles  from  TuUa- 
more.  Here  Mochuda  founded  a  monastery  over  which  he  presided  as 
abbot  and  bishop  for  about  forty  years  and  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  ruled 
over  eight  hundred  monks.  The  remains  at  Rahen  are  of  great  arch- 
aeological interest  and  importance  ;  these  belong  to  two  churches  of  which 
the  older  would  probably  date  from  the  ninth  century  and  the  other  from 
about  the  eleventh.  The  later  building,  incorporated  in  the  present 
Protestant  church,  possesses  a  richly  decorated  chancel  arch  and  in  the 
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east  gable  a  wonderful  circular  window  the  actual  apertures  of  which  are, 
as  Dunraven  notes,  four  circular  openings  set  in  the  angles  of  a  square  and 
decorated  with  carved  human  faces.  Dr.  Petrie  classes  the  style  of  ornament 
used  in  the  chancel  arch  with  the  type  shown  in  the  doorways  of  Kildare 
and  Timahoe.  The  older  church  is  roofless  but  otherwise  practically  perfect ; 
its  roundheaded  west  doorway  is  ancient  but  the  east  window  is  a  later  in- 
troduction. In  its  details  the  second  or  older  church  is  analogous  to  the 
not  far  distant  church  of  Fore  as  the  latter  must  have  appeared  before 
addition  of  a  chancel  arch.  Both  Archdall  and  Lanigan  are  in  error  in 
equating  the  Rahan  of  Mochuda  with  the  present  Rathyne  of  FertuUagh, 
Co.  Westmeath.  If  there  were  any  grounds  for  doubt  Ussher's  authority 
should  decide  the  point : — "  Rathenim  locum  hunc  hodie  nominat  in 
occidental!  Midia  atque  viii.  miliarium  a  Dearmachano  Colombae  monasteria 

situm  non  procul  a  Landelo quod  in  Fercallia    construxit 

Colmanus  abbas."     (Brit.  Eccl.  Antiq,,  Cap.  xvii.) 

[10]  FiRCHEALL  ;  now  represented  by  the  barony  of  Eglish,  formerly 
Fircell,  King's  County.  The  territory  originally  included  also  the  present 
baronies  of  Ballycowan  and  Ballyboy.  Muinter  Maolmuaid  seems  to  have 
been  a  synonym. 

[11]  Mochuda's  Mother.  Accounts  of  ante-birth  and  at-birth  signs 
and  portents  occur  with  great  frequency  in  the  "Lives."  Compare  the 
globe  of  fire,  &c.,  at  the  birth  of  Declan,  &c.,  &c. 

[12]  Slieve  Mish.  There  are  three  Irish,  mountains  so  named.  Our 
present  S.  Mish  is  a  mountain  range  in  the  baronies  of  Troughanacmy  and 
Corkaguiney,  Co.  Kerry  ;  the  chain  with  an  average  width  of  about  three 
and  a  half  miles,  extends  due  west  for  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles  from 
the  valley  of  the  Maine.  Slieve  Mish  proper  is  one  of  the  peaks  of  the 
range;  another  (the  highest)  is  Bantegaun  (2,796  feet).  The  Slieve  Mish 
range  terminates  at  its  western  end  in  a  ravine  through  which  runs  the  road 
from  Dingle  to  Tralee.  The  mountains  to  west  of  the  defile  are  not  regarded 
as  portion  of  the  Slieve  Mish  group. 

[13]  Maing — the  River  Maine,  Co.  Kerry.  It  rises  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Troughanacmy  barony,  runs  four  and  a  half  miles,  W.S.W.,  to  con- 
fluence with  the  Tallig  at  Castlemaine,  thence  a  like  distance  to  junction 
with  the  Fleskroe  and  thence  to  the  sea  at  Castlemaine  harbour. 

[14]  Achadh-di.  I  am  unable  to  identify  this  place.  The  Latin 
Life  in  Plummer  writes  the  name,  Achad  Dian,  which  it  glosses  ager  velox. 
O'Hanlon,  following  the  Bollandists,  makes  it  Astaddin.  It  may  possibly 
be  represented  by  the  two  townlands  of  Astee  in  the  parish  of  Aughavallon 
and  barony  of  Iraghticonnor. 

I  find  the  name  Moailtuile  at  least  twice  in  the  Uihh  Torna  genealogies 
(MacFirbis,  MS.  R.I. A.  23.,  P.  1.,  p.  554),  scilj— 

"Maelthail  m  Tuathghaile,  m  annchadha,  m  Donngaile,  m  Uidhir,"  &c.. 
and  (several  generations  earlier)  : — "M.  m  Dungaile,  m  Duncon,  m  Cuain,  m 
Carthag,  &c." 


Notes  :  Life  of  Mochuda.  181 

[15]  TuAiM.  This  is  evidently  the  place  styled  Druim  Pertain  by  the 
martyrology  of  Oengus.  Tuaim  of  the  text  is  doubtless  a  scribal  error  for 
Druim.  The  exact  place  in  question  has  not  yet  been  identified,  though 
its  general  locality  is  so  clear  that  its  identification  by  one  possessing  detailed 
local  knowledge  should  not  be  too  difficult.  Kiltomy  an  ancient  parish 
and  site  of  an  ancient  church  suggests  itself  as  probably  the  monastery  of 
Carthage,  or  perhaps  the  adjoining  ancient  church  and  parish  of  Kilcaragh 

(C.    CAjICAlj). 

[16]  SjAr  tiA  hujifAn  does  not  sound  very  intelligible.  O'Reilly 
however  gives  as  one  of  the  significations  of  S5At — "a  large  bundle  of  rods 
tied  together  and  used  as  a  door." 

This  Bishop  Carthach  is  better  known  St.  Carthage  the  Elder,  the  tutor 
and  fosterer  of  his  greater  namesake.  Carthach  was  of  the  Eoghanacht 
of  Cashel  and  son,  or,  more  probably,  grandson  of  that  Aenghus  of  Cashel 
whom  Patrick  had  baptized.  He  was  himself  a  disciple  of  St.  Ciaran  who 
had  condemned  him  to  condign  penance  for  a  sin  of  the  flesh  committed 
in  his  younger  days.  On  completion  of  his  canonical  penance  Carthage 
was  reinstated  as  a  member  of  the  religious  brotherhood.  Afterwards  he 
founded  the  monastery  of  Tuaim  or  Druim  (see  note  [15]  antea)  and  another 
monastery  in  the  upper  island  of  Lough  Sheelin,  Co.  Meath  (Mart.  Oeng.) 
In  the  barony  of  Clanmaurice  is  a  townland  called  Monument  on  which  are 
some  scant  remains  of  an  ancient  church  called  Cilt  Cajiuaij. 

[18]  Sliabh  Luachra  ;  now  Slieve  Lougher  near  Castleisland  ;  this 
is  a  broad  based  mountain  chain  which  divides  the  baronies  of  Magonihy  and 
West  Muskerry  on  the  borders  of  Cork  and  Kerry.  The  Sliahb  Luachra 
range  extends  from  the  valley  of  the  Blackwater  near  Millstreet  to  the 
sources  of  the  Sullane,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Lee.  Clan  Toma  or 
Uibh  Toma  was  the  tribe  name  of  the  Ciarraidhe  Luachra  people,  while  the 
family  name  appears  to  have  been  O'Cuirre,  now  almost  extinct.  The 
prophecy  smacks  strongly  of  interpolation  the  motive  of  which  may  be  read 
even  by  him  who  runs. 

[19]  Take  their  Name  ;  the  reference  is  not  quite  clear ;  it  suggests 
that  the  cheiftains  of  C.  Luachra  had  a  nickname  which  afterwards  became 
a  regular  cognomen  (O'Foran) .  Fuaradh  near  Tralee  has  not  been  identified 
far  as  the  writer  knows,  though  most  likely  identification  would  be  quite 
possible  and  perhaps  easy  with  adequate  knowledge  of  local  topography 
and  toponomy.  A  Feorand  in  Munster,  scene  of  a  battle,  is  mentioned  in 
the  Book  of  Lecan,  p.  591.  Fuaran,  in  the  sense  of  a  cold  spring  well,  enters 
commonly  enough  into  the  composition  of  place-names. 

[20]  Another  instance  of  an  interrupted  miracle.  See  Life  of  Declan 
(C.  20).  Possibly  nix)  in  the  prophecy  is  a  scribal  error  for  -pi's.  Plummer's 
Latin  text  reads  : — "dux  ex  semine  ejus  non  deesset  in  eternum." 

[21]  KiLTULAC,  i.e.  Kiltallagh,  a  parish  in  the  barrony  of  Trughanacmy. 
A  modem  Protestant  church  occupies  site  of  the  ancient  sixth  century  foun- 
dation of  Mochuda. 


182  Notes  :  Life  of  Mochuda. 

[22]  Southern  part  of  Kerry  ;  i.e.  southern  part  of  Ciarraidhe 
Luachra. 

[23]  LuiMNECH  ;  i.e.  the  Estuary  of  the  Shannon  from  which  the  name 
was  transferred  later  to  the  Danish  stronghold.  Cfr.  Leabhar-Na-hUidhre 
98a — "Inis  Erci  in  mari  illo  quod  dicitur,  Luimnech." 

[24]  Visit  the  Church  first.  One  of  our  scribe's  predecessors  omitted 
a  word  or  two  from  the  text  here,  with  disastrous  results  to  the  sense.  The 
Latin  Life  comes  to  our  aid  however  and  enables  us  to  make  good  the  omission  ; 
the  latter,  by  the  way,  puzzles  our  scribe  who  is  like  a  man  fightng  an  in- 
visible enemy — correcting  a  text  of  which  he  does  not  know  the  defect. 
Insertion  of  the  words  "walking  backwards"  immediately  after  "church," 
in  the  angel's  answer,  will  enable  us  to  see  the  original  writer's  meaning. 
The  parenthetical  clause  should  probably  read — it  was  M's.  custom  to  walk 
backwards  from  the  door  of  the  church, 

[25]  Monastery  ;  see  preceding  note.  Having  missed  the  point  in- 
volved in  Mochuda's  practice  of  walking  backwards  from  a  church  the  scribe 
was  nonplussed  here  and  omitted  something  which  fortunately  the  Latin 
text  enables  us  to  supply — "pervenit  ad  monasterium  Benchor  and  fecit 
sicut  angelus  de  eo  predixit." 

[26]  RosGiALLAN.  Plummcr  has  identified  this  place  as  Rostellan  in 
the  barony  of  Barrymore,  Co.  Cork.  Presumably  the  Holy  Well  at  Rostellan 
marks  site  of  this  early  religious  establishment. 

[27J  Sliabh  Gua.  See  note  [84],  Life  of  St.  Declan.  The  ancient 
roadway  from  Lismore  to  Cashel  (which  possibly  had  not  yet  been  made 
in  Mochuda's  day)  crossed  the  Blackwater  by  the  ford  at  Round  Hill  and 
taking  a  due  northerly  course  led  over  the  mountain  range  at  a  sort  of 
depression  or  saddle  in  the  latter.  It  crossed  the  Tar  at  Kildanoge  and 
the  Suir  at  Ardfinnan,  and  appears,  at  least  in  later  ages,  to  have  been 
punctuated  at  intervals  by  a  series  of  stations  or  devotional  monuments 
— Tober  Mochuda,  Tobernacallighe,  Seipeal-an-Ultaig,  &c. 

[28]  The  Nemh,  i.e.  the  Blackwater  which,  a  little  below  Lismore, 
abandons  the  due  east  trend  which  it  has  maintained  all  the  way  from  Kerry 
and  turns  sharply  to  the  south. 

[29]  Clonfert.  This  is  Clonfert-Molua,  now  Kyle,  two  miles  north- 
west of  Borris-in-Ossory,  in  the  barony  of  Clandonagh,  Queen's  County. 
Some  remains  of  an  old  church  stand  here  in  a  much  used  ancient  cemetery. 
Molua,  who  is  to  be  distinguished  from  Mochuda's  disciple  of  the  same  name, 
was  himself  a  grandson  of  St.  Carthage  senior — hence  Mochuda's  friendship 
towards  him.  Like  Mochuda  too  he  had  been  educated  at  Bangor.  His 
death  is  variously  placed  at  605,  608,  and  609,  and  he  is  honoured  in  the 
Irish  Calendar  under  August  4th.  The  Latin  Life  incidentally  notes  here 
that  leaving  Clonfert  Mochuda  carried  on  his  back  his  two  satchels  of  books. 

[30]  Colman's  Monastery.  The  place  is  now  Ljmally,  about  two  miles 
south-west  of  Tullamore,  King's  County,  and  quite  close  to  both  Rahan 
and   Durrow.     The  propinquity  of  so  many  large  monasteries  became  a 
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source  of  trouble  later  as  we  shall  see.  Colman  was  a  nephew  of  Columcille, 
his  mother  being  a  sister  to  the  apostle  of  the  Picts.  He  was  noted  for  his 
literary  attainments  and  of  him  it  is  related  that  in  punishment  for  an  act 
of  intellectual  pride  he  became  afflicted  with  total  loss  of  memory  till  cured 
by  St.  Mochua.  He  died,  in  or  about  610,  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-two  and 
he  is  honoured  with  two  feast  days — September  26th  and  October  3rd. 
Scarcely  anything,  save  an  ancient  cemetery,  remains  to  indicate  the  site 
of  a  once  very  famous  monastic  centre.  From  Clonfert  to  Land-Elo  Mochuda 
in"  all  likelihood  travelled  by  an  ancient  road  skirting  the  eastern  base  of 
Slieve  Bloom,  via  Camros,  and  Killinure  Bridge  to  Rosenallis  or  Clonaslee. 
From  one  of  the  two  latter  places  he  followed  the  course  of  the  Clodiagh 
river  to  his  destination. 

[31]  Colman  :    for  Colman  the  Latin  Life  has  Columcille,  at  this  place. 

[32]  The  buildings  were  of  course  of  wattle,  in  the  style  of  the  period. 
A  number  of  stout  posts  were  driven  into  the  ground  marking  the  outline 
of  the  building.  These  were  then  made  firm  and  kept  in  place  by  cross 
pieces  nailed  or  mortised  in  ;  next,  saplings  were  woven  basket  fashion 
between  the  uprights  and  a  roof  of  thatch,  rushes,  straw  or  reed*  was 
added,  and  the  whole  exterior  and  interior  surface  of  the  walls  (or  wall  for 
the  house  was  generally  circular  or  oval  in  plan)  was  plastered  with  earth 
and  occasionally  whitewashed.  The  perishable  nature  of  their  materials 
explains  the  non-survival  of  early  Irish  monastic  buildings. 

[33]  Amongst  other  foreign  disciples  is  mentioned  (e.g.  in  Stowe  H.  4,  1, 
and  in  the  Brussels  Codex)  a  half,  or  entirely,  legendary  Constantine  of 
whom  most  marvellous  stories  are  related.  He  is  stated  to  have  been  an 
ex-king  of  the  Britains,  to  have  been  possessed  of  prodigious  strength  and 
an  appetite  in  proportion,  and  to  have  erected  single  handed,  and  in  an 
incredibly  short  time,  the  earthen  ramparts  of  the  abbey.  Constantine 
appears,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  Christian  Fionn  Mac  Chumbal. 

[34]  This  story  is  very  interesting  as  indicating  the  survival  of  official 
paganism  up  to  close  of  the  sixth  century — a  full  century  and  a  half  from 
the  arrival  of  Patrick. 

[35]  Compare  this  incident  with  the  miracle  of  the  deer  in  Declan's 
"Life,"  note  [80]. 

[36]  From  this  we  may  perhaps  conclude  that  the  original  estabUsh- 
ment  of  Mochuda  at  Rahan  stood  at  north  side  of  the  present  graveyard 
to  west  and  north  of  entrance  gate  to  the  present  church. 

[37]  Ita,  Abbess  of  Conall  Gabhra.  Like  Declan  himself  Ita  was 
of  the  Deisi  and  on  her  father's  side  descended  (eighth  generation)  from 
Feidhlimidh  Reachtmhar.  Though  beautiful,  wealthy  and  gifted  she  retired 
from  the  world,  abandoned  her  home  and  native  territory  and  with  other 
pious  females  established  herself  at  Cluain-Credail  (now  Kilmeedy)  of  Hy 
Conall  Gabhra,  Co.  Limerick.  The  name  Hy  Conall  Gabhra  is,  by  the  way, 
perpetuated  in  the  present  barony  designations,  Upper  and  Lower  Connello. 
Kilmeedy  itself  is  in  the  Barony  of  Glenquin.     Site  of  the  ancient  religious 
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establishment  is  indicated  by  a  ruined  church  and  a  holy  well.  Only  the 
chancel  however  of  the  church  survives  and  this  was  clearly  an  addition  to 
a  primitive  Celtic  church  of  pre-chancel  type.  Ita's  memory  is  perpetuated 
in  at  least  two  place-names  within  her  native  Decies,  scil.  : — Kilmeedy 
(C.  mo  1-oe)  near  Youghal  and  Kilmeadan  (c.  mo  i-oeAn)  near  Waterford. 

[38]  Like  Clonmacnoise  lona  and  Glendalough,  Lismore  became  one 
of  the  great  cemeteries  of  Erin — the  desired  final  resting  place  of  kings  and 
bishops.  Muircheartach,  monarch  of  Ireland,  for  instance,  and  St.  Celsus, 
primate  of  Armagh,  sought  and  found  a  grave  in  its  holy  soil. 

[39]  MuiNCiNE.  Lemanaghan,  in  King's  County,  may  be  the  place 
meant.  An  obvious  objection  to  this  identification  is  that  the  direct  line 
to  Rahen  would  not  take  a  traveller  via  Delbna,  but  circumstances  such  as 
necessity  of  avoiding  the  bog  country  to  north  of  Frankf  ord  might  compel  him 
to  the  Lemanaghan  route.  Mochuda  might  have  gone  voluntarily  somewhat 
out  of  his  way  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Monastery  of  St.  Mainchen  at 
Lemanaghan.  Probably  there  ran  an  ancient  road  more  or  less  parallel  with 
the  course  of  the  Brosna,  via  Cloghan  and  Ferbane  towards  Lemanaghan  : 
to  such  a  route  it  may  of  course  be  objected  that  it  would  involve  a  crossing 
of  the  Brosna  near  Lemanaghan.  From  location  of  the  Ui  Enna  in  Co. 
Limerick  it  has  been  conjectured  and  with  much  probability  that  the  incident 
of  the  creaking  wheels  occurred  in  the  latter  county  somewhere  near  Lough  Gur 
and  not  in  King's  County.  Certainly  Lough  Gur  would  be  the  more  hkely 
place  as  being  in  the  direct  line  of  travel.  Evidence  for  a  locality  in  the 
King's  County  is  suggested  by  the  statement  that  the  lake  was  in  Delbna. 
The  scribe  may  have  been  led  into  the  error  of  writing  Delbna  here,  from 
occurrence  of  that  name  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Of  the  various  places  called  Delbna  the  region  known  as  Delbna 
Bethra  (or  Ethra),  now  Mac  Coughlan's  country,  barony  of  Garrycastle, 
King's  County,  is  that  to  which  Mochuda's  foster  son  belonged.  The 
Clodiagh  river  in  which  the  child  was  drowned  flows  by  the  walls  of  Rahan. 
It  rises  three  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Rosenallis  in  the  Sheve  Bloom  moun- 
tains and,  after  a  course  of  fifteen  miles  in  which  it  describes  a  kind  of  double 
semi-circles  through  low  lying  moorland,  it  falls  into  the  Brosna. 

[40]  Ui  Ennae.  Ui  Enda  Aine  Aulium,  near  Knockainy,  in  the  barony 
of  Small,  Co.  Limerick  (Sweetman's  Calendar,  also  Onomasticon  Goed.) 

[41]  Caoinche  MacMellain.  This  is  evidently  a  scribal  error  for 
Mochua  Mac  Mellain.  Mochua,  otherwise  known  as  Cronin,  was  the  founder 
of  Clashmore  on  the  Blackwater  some  miles  below  Lismore,  where  his  holy 
well  is  still  held  in  popular  veneration.  Mochua  appears  to  have  been  placed 
by  Mochuda  over  a  branch  establishment  at  Cluain  Da  Chrann  near  Rahan 
and  to  have  been  expelled  with  the  latter  whom  he  accompanied  to  Decies. 
His  feast  day  is  February  10th. 

[42]  MocHOEMOG.  He  is  distinct  from  Mochoemog  of  Liath,  in  Eli, 
who  is  given  as  son  of  Beoan,  whereas  our  Saint  in  the  Latin  Life  is  called 
filius  Uairt.     Mochoemog  is  really  a  form  of  Coemgin — ^hence,  per  dilectionem 
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— M.=pulcher  juvenis.  There  is  a  Cil.l-mo  CAom6i5  in  the  Decies,  parish 
of  Kilmeadan  and  barony  of  Upperthird,  Co.  Waterford,  near  which  is  a 
once  well  known  holy  well  called  as  Tobar-na-nAingeal.  The  date  of  its 
pattern  is  unknown. 

[43]  GoBAN,  Straphan,  and  Laisren.  Straphan — probably  Sraffan 
of  Clonmore,  May  23rd.  Laisren — son  of  Nascae,  at  October  25th  (Martyr., 
Donegal),  "from  Art  Mic  Nasca  on  the  brink  of  Loch  Loig  (Belfast  Lough) 
in  Uladh." 

[44]  MuLUA,  i.e.  Molua  ;  there  is  nothing  to  distinguish  him  in  the 
list  of  Moluas.  Very  probably  he  is  the  Molua  whose  church  was  at  Kilmaloo 
(parish  of  Kinsalebeg),  or  at  Derry  (parish  of  Modeligo)  in  the  southern  Decies. 

[45]  LuGAiR  ;  his  name  seems  to  signify — Leper.  Under  May  11th  the 
Martyr.  Donegal  commemorates  St.  "  Luguir,  Infirmitas." 

[46]  MocHOMOG  EiLE.     Eile  is  a  stream,  near  Tullamore. 

[47]  AoDHAN.  This  is  Aedhan,  the  twenty-sixth  of  the  name,  in  the 
Martyr.  Donegal.  He  founded  a  church  afterwards  called  Cill-Fiachna  in 
Ciarraighe  Luachra.     (See  following  note). 

[48]  Fachtna  Coinceann.  For  Fachtna,  is  elsewhere  written  Fiachna 
and  Fiochrae.  His  day  is  April  29th.  Fachtna  owes  his  surname  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  for  a  time  connected  with  the  community  originally 
established  at  Coningen  by  St.  Declan  (see  note  [75],  Declan's  Life). 
Volksetymologie  has,  as  usual,  busied  itself  with  the  sobriquet  of  which  this 
is  its  explanation  : — 

"Fiachrae  Coningen,  i.e.   a  great  nail  was  on  him  like  a  wolf's  claw 

good  was  his  grasp,  a  wolf's  claw  on  him  as  regards  its  length. 

A  man  of  the  community  of  Lismore  in  the  Desi  is  he  and  of  the 

Coninging  a  tribe  to  the  north  of  Sliabh  Cua  and  at  Ard  Finnain  he  is"  (Martyr. 
Oengusa) . 

Kilfeighny,  a  parish  in  the  barony  of  Clanmaurice,  Co.  Kerry 
perpetuates  his  name. 

[49]  FiNNLOG.  The  name  occurs  four  times  in  the  martyrology  of 
Donegal ;  which  of  these — ^if ,  indeed,  any — belongs  to  the  present  claimant, 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate. 

[50]  Cluain  Da  Chrann.  This  place  was  not  far  from  Rahan  and 
close  to  site  of  the  present  Jesuit  College  of  Tullabeg.  Near  the  college  is 
a  field  still  called  the  Crann  Field  ("Onomasticon  Goedelicum") .  Mochua, 
by  the  way,  is  more  commonly  known  as  Cronan. 

[51]  Eochaidh  Eacach.  The  Ui  Eacach  were  the  descendants  of 
Eochaidh,  son  of  Cas,  of  which  race  the  O'Mahonys  are  the  principal  family. 
They  were  originally  in  the  barony  of  Kinelmeaky  (Co.  Cork),  "the  plain 
of  brown  nuts,"  but  afterwards  they  encroached  on  Corca  Laighe  (Ivagh) 
of  which  region  they  made  themselves  masters.  The  O'Brics  of  Waterford 
were  also  of  the  Ui  Eacach. 

[52]  Dioma.  As  already  notes  (Life  of  Declan)  several  persons  of  the 
name   are    commemorated    by    the    Irish    martyrologists.      Their    descent, 
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however,  excludes  all  of  these,  except  three,  from  possible  identity  with  our 
present  bishop  and,  of  the  excepted  three,  it  is  doubtful  if  anyone  equates 
with  Dioma  of  the  Hy-Eachach. 

[53]  CiARRAiGHE  Chorca.  This  is  the  present  small  barony  of  Kerry- 
currihy,  Co.  Cork.  It  extends  along  the  western  shore  of  Cork  harbour  from 
Red  Island  to  Cork  Head  and  embraces  the  following  parishes — Beamahely, 
Kilmoney,  Liscleary,  Murmullane,  Templebready,  and  Monkstown,  with 
parts  of  Ballinaboy,  Killanully,  Carrigaline,  and  Kilpatrick. 

[54]  Cairbre  Mac  Criomhtan.  He  fought  a  battle  in  571  against 
Colman  Beg  Mac  Diarmait  in  which  the  latter  was  defeated. 

[55]  Cathal  Mac  Aodha  ;  he  died,  according  to  the  Four  Masters, 
in  620,  but,  four  years  later,  according  to  the  Annals  of  Ulster, 

[56]  Inis-Pic.  This  is  Spike  Island,  Cork  harbour.  The  "Onomast. 
Goed."  suggests  that  the  place  in  question  is  Inish  Pite  on  the  Shannon. 
There  are,  or  were,  some  eight  or  nine  islands  in  Cork  Harbour  but 
at  present  there  are  no  ecclesiastical  remains  on  any  except  Great 
Island  and  Little  Island.  Hawlbowline  is  now  a  naval  dockyard  and 
Spike  a  fort,  so  we  need  expect  no  remains  on  either,  though  most 
probably  there  were  remains  on  Spike  before  its  dedication  as  a  convict 
settlement.  A  third  island,  Fota,  is  all  included  in  Lord  Barrymore's 
demesne.  On  the  Great  Island  there  are  at  least  two  ancient  church  sites 
and  one  on  the  Little  Island.  An  Irish  speaking  old  man  of  much  intelligence 
informed  the  writer  he  always  understood  that  Barnahely  Church  near 
which  he  lived,  on  the  mainland,  was  originally  founded  by  Mochuda,  about 
whom  he  knew  nothing  further  except  that  he  landed  at  Lough  Beag. 
Mr.  Michael  Murphy,  SoUcitor,  who  has  made  a  special,  and  rather  minute, 
study  of  the  place-names  of  Cork  neighbourhood,  assures  me  I  am  perfectly 
safe  in  equating  Oilcan  Cathail  of  the  narrative  with  Rocky  Island  beside 
Hawlbowline,  now  a  naval  magazine,  and  that  Rossmore  and  Rossbeag  are 
Ringskiddy  and  Currogbinny  promontories  respectively.  Independently  of 
Mr.  Murphy's  testimony,  and  relying  solely  on  the  narrative  and  on  a  local 
tradition,  unconscious  of  its  own  importance,  which  associates  Mochuda 
with  Ringskiddy  and  Barnahelv,  I  had  previously  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  Barnahely  was  the  site  of  one  of  Mochuda' s  religious  establishments 
alluded  to. 

[57]  Dardomaighen.  The  Latin  text  has  Domangenum  which  is 
more  likely  to  be  the  correct  form.  On  April  29th  the  Martyrology  of  Donegal 
commemorates  "Domanigen,  bishop  of  Tuaim  Muscraighe,  i.e.  son  of 
Foinnlugh,  brother  of  Brenainn,  son  of  Fionnlugh,  who  was  of  the  race  of 
Ciar,  son  of  Fergus,"  &c. 

[58]  Ath  Ubhla  in  Fermoy.  Now  Bally hooley  four  or  five  miles  west 
of  Fermoy  on  the  Blackwater.  Fermoy  in  text=plain  of  Fermoy  (C]iiaca 
An  CAOitte),  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  O'Keefes  and  O'Duggans.  It 
would  include  the  barony  of  Condons  and  Clangibbon,  in  addition  to  barony 
of  Fermoy. 
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[59]  Cluain  Dallain  in  Mochuda's  Parish.     The  Latin  text  styles 

the  locahty  Feic  or  Feich  "que  dicitur  Cluain  Dallain."     Clondulane  is  a 

village  on  the  Blackwater  about  two  and  a  quarter  miles  east  of  Fermoy. 

[60]  The  Latin  text  adds  "tu  vero  es  statua  aurea  in  medio  ejus." 

[61]  Northern  Part  of  Munster.     We  are  not  told,  unfortunately, 

what  community  Mochuda  had  in  North  Munster. 

[62]  Confession.     Probably  the  public  confession  of  faults,  prescribed 

m  religious  rules.     The  monk  who  accused  himseK  of  the  uncharitable  feeling 

towards  the  miller  was,  teste  the  Latin  text,  named  Colman,  son  of  lona. 

[63]  The  obits  of  Mochuda's  successors,  down  to  Christian  O'Conarchy, 

are  chronicled  as  follows  : — 

A.D.  650.  Cuanan,    maternal    uncle    and    immediate    successor    of 

Mochuda  (Lanigan). 
A.D.  698.  larnla,    surnamed    Hierologus    (Four    Masters).      In    his 

time  King  Alfred  was  a  student  in  Lismore. 
A.D.  702.  Colman,  son  of  Finnbhar  (Acta  Sanctm.)     During  his  reign 

the  abbey  of  Lismore  reached  the  zenith  of  its  fame. 
A.D.  716.  Cronan  Ua  Eoan  (F.  Masters). 
A.D.  719.  Colman  O'Liathain  (Annals  of  Inisfallen). 
A.D.  741,  Finghal  (F.  Masters). 
A.D.  746.  Mac  hUige  (Ibid). 
A.D.  747.  Ihrichmech  (A.  of  Inisf.) 
A.D.  748.  Maccoigeth  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  752.  Sinchu  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  755.  Condath  (Ibid). 
A.D.  756.  Fincon  (Annals  of  Ulster.) 
A.D.  761.  Aedhan  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  763.  Ronan  (Ware). 
A.D.  769.  Soairleach  Ua  Concuarain  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  771.  Eoghan  (Ibid). 
A.D.  776.  Orach  (Ibid). 
A.D.  799.  Carabran  (Ibid). 
A.D.  801.  Aedhan  Ua  Raichlich  (A.  of  Inisf.) 
A.D.  823.  Flann  (F.  M.) 

A.D.  849.  Tibrade  Ua  Baethlanaigh  (F.  M.)     At  this  period  the  town 
was  plundered  and  burned  by  the  Danes  who  had  sailed 
up  thither  on  the  Blackwater. 
A.D.  849.  Daniel  (A.  of  Inisf.) 

A.D.  854.  Suibne  Ua  Roichlech  (F.  M.  and  A.  of  Ulster).     What  is 
probably  his  gravestone  is  one  of  five  Irish-inscribed 
slabs  built  into  the  west  gable  of  the  Cathedral. 
A.D.  861.  Daniel  Ua  Liaithidhe  (F.  M.) 

A.D.  878.  Martin  Ua  Roichligh   (Ibid).     Another  of  the  inscribed 
stones  above  referred  to  asks  "A  prayer  for  Martan."^ 
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A.D.  880.  Flann  Mac  Forbasaich  (A.  I.) 

A.D.  899.  Maelbrighte  Mac  Maeldomnaich  (Ibid.) 

A.D.  918.  Cormac  Mac  Cuilennan  (A.  I.)     He  is  to  be  distinguished 

from  his  more  famous  namesake  of  Cashel. 
A.D.  936.  Ciaran  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  951.  Diarmuid  (Ibid.) 
A.D.  957.  Maenach  Mac  Cormaic  (Ibid.) 
A.D.  958.  Cathmog  (Ibid.)     He  was  also  bishop  of  Cork. 
A.D.  963.  Cinaedh  (F.  M.) 
A.D.  1025.  Omaelsluaig  (Cotton's  "Fasti"). 
A.D.  1034.  Moriertach  O'Selbach,  bishop  of  Lismore  (Cotton). 
A.D.  1064.  Mac  Airthir,  bishop  (Cotton). 
A.D.  1090.  Maelduin  O'Rebhacain  (Ibid.) 
A.D.  1112.  Gilla  Mochuda  O'Rebhacain  (A.  of  I.) 
A.D.  1113.  Nial  Macgettigan.     His  episcopal  staff,  possibly  enclosing 
the  venerable  oaken  staff  of  the  founder  of  the  abbey, 
is  still  preserved  at  Lismore  Castle. 
A.D.  1134.  Malchus.     Most  probably  he  is  identical  with  the  first 
bishop  of  Waterford.     During  his  term  both  St.  Malachy 
and  King  Cormac  MacCarthy  dwelt  as  fugitives,  guests 
or  pilgrims,  at  Lismore. 
A.D.  1142.  Ua  Rebhacain. 

A.D.  1186.  St.  Christian.  He  had  however  resigned  the  bishopric. 
[64]  St.  Finian.  The  identity  of  this  Finian  is  not  clear.  He  cannot 
have  been  the  great  founder  of  Clonard  whose  period  was  a  century  earlier. 
[65]  Lachtaoin.  St.  Lachten,  abbot  of  Freshford,  Co.  Kilkenny.  He 
too  was  a  Munsterman,  of  Muskerry  in  Cork.  Like  Mochuda  he  had  been 
a  pupil  of  Comhgall  at  Bangor.  His  holy  well  at  Lisnaskea,  in  the  diocese 
of  Cashel,  became  such  a  centre  of  disorder  or  superstition  that  Archbishop 
Bray  issued  an  excommunication  against  those  who  should  frequent  it. 
The  remains  at  Freshford  contain  some  of  our  most  perfect  and  beautiful 
specimens  of  the  Hiberno- Romanesque. 

[66]  The  account  in  the  Latin  Life  differs  slightly  from  the  version 
here  given.  In  the  former  the  monk  is  alleged  to  have  found  the  shovel, 
but  as  it  had  lost  its  handle,  he  abandoned  it  as  useless. 

[67J  Flandnait.  Flanna(=Flandnait)  signifies  the  ruddy,  and  Brig 
(root  of  Brigid)  signifies  power,  strength  or  virtue. 

[68]  Diarmuid.  At  the  date  of  Mochuda's  expulsion  (635)  Blathmac 
was  merely  a  provincial  king  and  not  actually  Ardrigh  as  he  is  here  repre- 
sented. He  did  become  Ardrigh  or  rather  joint  monarch  with  Diarmuid  in 
657.  Both  Blathmac  and  Diarmuid  are  believed  to  have  died  of  the  plague 
in  658. 

[69]  Cluain  Earaird.  Now  Clonard, a  village  in  Meath  three  miles  south 
of  Hill-of-Down  station  on  M.G.W.  Railway.  It  was  an  early  Irish  monastery 
of  the  very  first  rank  and  the  highest  standing,  its  abbot  and  founder,  Finian, 
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sharing  with  Comhgall  of  Bangor  the  reputation  of  most  distinguished  and 
successful  master  of  the  reHgious  Hfe  in  Ireland.  Among  the  pupils  of  Finian 
are  numbered  Ciaran  of  Saighir  and  Ciaran  of  Clonmacnoise,  Columcille, 
two  Brendans,  Ruadan  of  Lorrha,  Molua  of  Clonfert,  &c.  There  was  a 
manifest  inclination  of  later  hagiographers  to  associate  their  patrons  with 
either  Bangor  or  Clonard,  or  with  both.  All  remains  of  the  early  establish- 
ment at  Clonard  have  vanished  for  ages,  A  remarkable  ancient  baptismal 
font  is  however  still  preserved  and  a  curious  old  carved  corbel  popularly 
and  locally  believed  to  represent  the  head  of  St.  Finian. 

[70]  Around  the  eviction  of  Mochuda  from  Rahen  quite  a  Uterature 
has  grown.  The  martyrology  of  Oengus  (September  9th)  styles  the 
expulsion  one  of  the  three  worst  counsels  done  in  Ireland  on  the  advice 
of  saints — the  other  two  being  the  exile  of  Columba  and  the  cutting 
short  of  Ciaran's  Ufe.  Mochuda's  expulsion  has  a  tract  all  to  itself  in  the 
Book  of  Fermoy  the  account  in  which  is  substantially  that  embodied  in  the 
present  Life.  Keating  has  quite  another  version — more  dramatic  even  than 
ours.  Various  theories  have  been  put  forward  regarding  the  cause  of 
Mochuda's  expulsion — the  bishop's  difference  with  his  neighbours  on  the 
paschal  question,  the  intrusion  of  a  Munster  community  into  Meath,  &c. 
There  is  no  need  however  to  go  far  afield  in  search  of  a  cause  :  in  tliis  im- 
mediate vicinity  was  quite  a  congeries  of  great  monastic  houses — Durrow, 
Clonard,  Fore,  Lann  Elo,  Rahen,  Clonfert — ^Molua,  &c.,  each  with  a  com- 
munity which  (allowing  amply  for  exaggeration)  was  very  large.  Here 
therefore  are  all  the  materials  required  to  brew  mutual  jealousy,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  would  not  require  any  addition  of  odium  theologicum 
or  odium  extraneorum  to  cause  friction,  nor  much  friction  to  cause  fire. 

[71]  The  prophecy  can  scarcely  be  claimed  as  fulfilled  as  regards,  at 
least,  its  natural  or  tangible  part.  Both  Blathmac  and  Diarmuid  Hved 
for  many  j-ears  afterwards.  Blathmac  succeeded  to  the  Ardrighship  by  a 
path  of  blood,  Diarmuid  was  united  with  him  in  the  sovereignty  and  both 
died  the  same  year.  They  were  succeeded,  665,  by  Seachnasach,  son  of 
Blathmac,  who  reignea  five  years  and  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  his  brother 
Finnacht  Fleadhach. 

[72]  Herenach  of  Cluain  Earaird.  The  Erenach  (Airchinnach) 
was  the  hereditary  steward  or  manager  in  temporals  of  the  monastic  property. 
He  was  more  than  an  agent  and  less  than  an  owner.  For  Cluain  Earaird 
see  note  [69]  antea.  This  Erenach  of  Cluain  Earaird  is  almost  certainly 
identical  with  the  Erenach  of  Cluain  Aonghusa  referred  to  in  other  accounts 
of  the  expulsion. 

[73]  CoLMAN.  This  was  Colman  mac  hua  Telduib,  abbot,  or  perhaps 
erenach  only,  of  Cluain  Earaird. 

[74]  Cross  of  the  Angels.  This  was  perhaps  replaced  by  the 
ancient  stone  cross  of  Rahen  known  later  as  O'Suanaigh's  Cross  to  which 
there  is  a  curious  reference  in  Leabhar  Breac,  fol.  35.  From  the  date  of 
Mochuda's  expulsion  in  630  to  middle  of  the  eighth  century  we  are  left  without 
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notice  of  Rahen  if  we  except  some  references  to  the  half  mythic  British  monk 
Constantine  who  is  stated  to  have  succeeded  Mochuda.  Under  dates  750 
and  758,  however,  the  Four  Masters  record  the  deaths  respectively  of 
Fidhmuine  Ua  Suanaigh,  anchorite,  and  Fidhairle  Ua  Suanaigh,  abbot,  of 
Rahen.  The  Ua  Suanaighs  were  evidently  the  second  founders  of  the  abbey 
and  hence  the  abbots  of  Rahen  were  styled  coarbs  of  O'Suanaigh  and  not 
of  Mochuda. 

[75]  Blathmac's  Drowning  ;  thus  in  text,  which  it  is  to  be  feared  is 
not  quite  accurate  here.  The  Latin  text  reads  : — "cymbalum  scotice  dicitur 
'Clog  rabhaydh  Blaithmecc,'  id  est,  cymbalum  extinguens  Blaithmecc." 
Plummer  with  his  usual  sagacity  suggests  that  the  words  in  inverted  commas 
are  not  a  clause,  but  a  name  merely,  and  that  rabhaydh  is  not  equivalent 
to  robaid  as  it  seems,  but  is  a  noun  scil : — robaid,  a  threat,  forewarning  or 
proclamation  (excommunication) . 

[76]  The  writer  does  not  say  here  as  in  connection  with  other  recorded 
prophecies  that  the  things  foretold  came  to  pass.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
and  as  we  have  seen,  the  prediction  (?)  was  not  fulfilled.  Doubtless  the 
inventor  of  the  prophecy  believed  he  had  history  on  his  side  and  possibly 
a  later  and  better  informed  scribe,  knowing  the  annals  would  not  back  him 
out,  omitted  the  formula  "and  thus  it  happened,"  usually  appended  to 
these  prophecies. 

[77]  The  long  htany  of  maledictions  closes  with  a  curse  upon  Columba's 
holy  city  of  Durrow  and  on  those  who  dwelt  therein.  Doubtless  this  is 
prophecy  after  the  event  and  from  it  we  may  conclude  that  a  tradition 
of  dissension  and  schism  at  Durrow  existed  in  the  writer's  time.  Durrow 
is  about  seven  miles  north-west  of  Rahen  and  within  the  ancient  territory 
of  Tef&a.  Here,  on  the  verge  of  an  extensive  bog  and  probably  within 
a  wood,  Columba  founded  a  monastic  cell  which  developed  into  one  of  the 
most  famous  religious  centres  in  Ireland  and  the  parent  of  monasteries. 
Only  an  ancient  cross  survives  to  tell  of  Durrow's  departed  glory.  That 
glory  had  already  set  long  before  sixteenth  century  greed  had  seized  upon 
the  endowments  provided  through  the  piety  of  Irish»clans. 

[78]  The  narrative  of  the  expulsion  is  differently  related  by  Keating. 
His  version  runs,  that  the  renown  and  sanctity  of  the  Rahen  community 
grew  so  great  that  it  excited  the  bitter  envy  of  the  northern  communities. 
These  sent  a  message  to  Mochuda  to  abandon  Rahen  and  to  betake  himself 
to  Munster.  Mochuda  refused  to  leave  except  under  physical  compulsion 
at  the  hand  of  bishops.  The  northern  religious  then  besought  Blathmac 
and  Dermuid  Ruanach  to  put  Mochuda  out  and  at  this  instigation  the 
chieftains  with  many  clerics  set  out  to  wait  upon  Mochuda  at  Rahen.  When, 
however,  the  abbot  heard  of  their  approach  he  sent  to  them  the  famous 
Pictish,  or  British,  lay-brother,  Constantine,  to  beg  a  year's  respite.  This  was 
agreed  to  and  at  end  of  a  year  the  nobles  and  clerics  came  a  second  time  to 
demand  Mochuda's  withdrawal  from  Rahen.  Mochuda,  however,  successfully 
pleaded  for  a  second  year's  grace.     A  third  time  the  nobles  and  clergy  came 
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and  reaching  Rahen,  they  sent  Diomuid  Ruanach  with  the  archinneach  of 
Cluain  Aonghusa  to  lead  the  abbot  out  by  the  hand,  &c.,  &c. 

[79]  The  Leper  establishment  at  Lismore,  which  existed  up  to  and 
after  the  writer's  time,  is  still  a  tradition  around  St.  Mochuda's  city,  and 
its  site  is  still  pointed  out — by  north  side  of  the  Bothar-na  Naomh,  about 
one  mile  east  of  Lismore  on  the  townland  of  Ballynelligan  Glebe  and 
nearly  opposite  the  present  entrance  gate  to  Head  View.  Another  memorial 
of  the  Leper  Institute  is  Muine-na-Lobhar  ("the  Lepers'  Shrubbery")  the 
designation  of  a  townland  which  presumably  was  formerly  portion  of  the 
endowment  of  the  hospital. 

[80]  Druim  Cuilinn  ;  now  Drumcullen,  a  parish  in  the  barony  of 
Eglish,  King's  County,  between  Geashill  and  Birr.  St.  Barrfinn  of  Droma 
Cula  is  commemorated  under  May  3rd  in  the  Martyrology  of  Oengus. 

[81]  Saighir  Chiarain  ;  now  Seirkieran,  the  ancient  burial  place  of 
the  kings  of  Ossory,  four  and  a  half  miles  south-east  of  Birr.  St.  Ciaran 
(see  note  [45],  Life  of  Declan)  established  himself  here  in  the  fifth  century. 
The  only  remains  are  a  few  crumbling  walls,  a  stone  roofed  tower — twenty 
feet  high,  an  early  inscribed  grave  stone,  and  a  circular  rampart  of  earth 
embracing  an  area  of  ten  acres,  the  former  ecclesiastical  enclosure.  The 
holy  well  of  the  founder  at  Sierlderan  is  still  in  considerable  local  repute 

[82]  RoscRE,  The  site  of  another  considerable  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment founded  a  few  years  previously  by  St.  Cronin — Mochua,  If  this 
story  of  Mochuda's  visit  and  the  passage  between  the  two  saints  be  not  an 
interpolation  and  if  the  abbot  of  Roscre  referred  to  be  really  Cronin  and  not 
a  successor  of  his,  then  the  incident  must  have  taken  place  at  an  earlier 
date  as  Cronin  was  already  ten  years  dead  in  635.  Cronin  was  a  native  of 
Ele  O'CarroU  where  he  founded  his  monastery  on  what  was  then  an  island, 
now  Monahincha.  Thence,  his  Life  states,  he  later  removed  his  establish- 
ment to  the  present  Roscrea  that  "the  poor  and  strangers"  could  more  easily 
find  him.  The  site  of  the  first  estabUshment  at  Monahincha  is  indicated  by 
the  well  known  and  exquisitely  ornate  Hiberno-Romanesque  remains.  The 
round  tower,  &c.,  approximately  indicate  the  locality  of  the  second  establish- 
ment. 

[83]  EiLE,  i.e.  Ele  O'CarroU  embracing  the  present  baronies  of  Clonlisk 
and  Ballybrit  in  King's  County,  with  baronies  of  Ikerrin  and  Eliogarty  in 
Tipperary  (Onomasticon  Goedelicum).  Ele  Descirt  would  be  approximatel}^ 
the  barony  of  Eliogarty. 

[84]  Cashel.  The  Munster  capital  had  not  at  this  period  developed 
into  the  ecclesiastical  city  we  find  it  four  or  five  centuries  later.  Emly 
is  at  this  period  the  ecclesiastical  capital  and  residence  of  the  bishop,  and 
Cashel  is  a  royal  dwelling  place  surrounded  by  the  cashel  or  dry  stone  waU 
which  gave  the  place  its  name. 

[85]  Failbhe.  Failbhe  Flann,  who  succeeded  Fingen  as  king  of  Munster, 
died,  according  to  the  Four  Masters,  in  633,  after  a  reign  of  eight  years. 
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From  Failbhe  the  MacCarthy  sept  claim  descent,  while  from  his  elder 
brother,  whose  wife  was  the  famous  and  half-legendary  Mor  of  Munster, 
the  O'Sullivans  derive  their  origin. 

[86]  The  annals  have  no  record  of  any  battle  fought  in  Ireland  this 
year.  In  632  was  fought  the  battle  of  Athgoan  in  larthar-Lifi  in  which 
fell  Crimthann,  son  of  Aedh  MacSenach,  king  of  the  Leinstermen. 

[87]  MuscRAiGE  OiRTHiR.  Muscraige  larthir  Feimhin,  west  of  Magh 
Feimhin,  in  barony  of  Clanwilliam,  Co.  Tipperary. 

[88]  IsiOL  ;  now  Athassel,  otherwise  Religmurray,  four  miles  south- 
west of  Cashel  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Suir.  This  is  the  place  where 
Fiachaidh  Muilleathan  met  his  death.  A  magnificent  Augustinian  Priory 
(Canons  Regular)  was  founded  here  about  1200  by  William  Fitzadelm  de 
Burgo.  Within  its  walls  about  a  century  later  died  the  Red  Earl  of  Ulster, 
and  there  his  ashes  rest.  Athassel  is  majestic  and  splendid  even  in  its  desola- 
tion and  ruin. 

[89-90]  Decies Magh  Femin.     At  what  we  may  call  its 

ordinary  or  normal  extension  the  Decies  would  be  about  co-extensive  and 
coterminous  with  the  present  diocese  of  Waterford  and  Lismore.  Southern 
Decies  (D.  Tuaiscirt)  would  equate  with  present  Co.  Waterford  and  the 
northern  Decies  with  Magh  Femin,  that  is  the  very  fertile  valley  from  the 
Knockmaeldown  range  north  to  the  plain  of  Cashel.  In  Magh  Femin  were 
Ard-na-Rig,  Domnach  Mor  and  Cell  Cromglaise  (Coir  Anmann).  Faife^ 
daughter  of  Ugaine  Mor,  and  Sadbh,  daughter  of  Boob,  both  dwelt  here — 
[Onomast.  GoedeL]  M.  Femin  became  portion  of  the  Decies  only  in  the 
fifth  century,  when  it  was  donated  to  the  Deisi  by  Aongus  of  Cashel. 

[91]  Ard  Brennuin  ;  now  Ardfinnan  on  east  bank  of  the  Suir,  Co. 
Tipperary.  Here  half-a-century  later  a  church  was  founded  by  St.  Finian 
the  Leper,  of  the  race  of  Cian,  son  of  OihoU  Olum.  Finian's  history  is 
rather  obscure.  He  was  a  Munsterman,  of  the  race  of  Fiachaidh 
Muilleathain,  and  his  first  monastic  home  was  at  Inisfallen,  whence  later 
he  transferred  himself  to  Clonmore,  Co.  Carlow.  A  connection  with  Swords, 
Co.  Dublin,  is  also  claimed  for  Finian.  He  died  at  Ardfinnan  or  at 
Clonmore — more  probably  at  the  latter  place — and  his  feast  is  celebrated 
on  March  16th. 

[92]  Maolochtair.  His  name  under  various  forms,  as  Maolocthaire? 
Mailochtra,  &c.,  occurs  a  few  times,  for  instance,  in  Morini's  Life  of  St. 
Cataldus  where  it  is  stated  that  he  was  succeeded  in  the  chieftaincy  by 
Cataldus.  He  had  two  sons — one  of  whom  became  a  bishop.  The  other 
was  a  fool,  but  in  his  lucid  intervals,  he  passed  sentences  of  extraordinary 
wisdom.  When  oinmi-o  he  wandered  dry  foot  over  seas  and  waters 
and  slept  in  watery  places — nothing  hurting  him.  Fishes  used  to  rest  in 
his  hands  and  feet  when  he  slept  on  the  seas,  and  in  time  of  tempest  birds 
covered  him  with  their  wings  to  shelter  him  from  the  cold.  In  the  Latin 
Life  our  Maolochtair  is  styled  "Filius  Cobhthaigh  (Coffey)." 
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[93j  The  Latin  Life  says  one  noble  ("alius  nobilis")  ;  moreover  it 
gives  his  name,  Suibhne.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
there  is  in  Lismore  Cathedral  an  early  Irish-inscribed  slab  bearing  the  name 
— Stiibne  m  Conchtiix>i|i.  The  Suibne  here  commemorated  Hayman  ("The 
Reliquary,"  January,  1864)  has  identified  with  Suibne  Ua  Roichlich, 
anchorite  and  abbot  of  Lismore,  who  died  854.  As  the  date  or  period  of 
these  inscriptions  has  not  however  been  definitely  established  it  is  possible 
that  the  Suibne  of  the  slab  is  Suibhne  of  our  text. 

[94]  Thus  suggests   some  sort  of  deed  or  legal  formality  or  procedure. 

[95]  Ceall  Clochair.  This  has  always  been  equated  in  Waterford 
tradition  with  Kilcloher  (c.  CtuttriA|t)  in  parish  of  Whitechurch  and 
barony  of  Decies-Without-Drum.  The  present  annotator  has  identified  the 
ancient  church  site  in  the  corner  of  a  field  called  pAi^ic  riA  Citte.  Hence, 
can  be  traced,  in  a  line  nearly  due  west  via  the  pass  of  the  Blackwater  at 
Affane,  to  Lismore,  the  ancient  Boher-na-Naomh.  See  Journal,  R.S.AT., 
Vol.  XV,  Fifth  Series,  p.p.  110—129. 

[96]  MocHUA  MiANAiN.  Among  the  twenty-six  saints  named  Mochua 
in  the  Martyrology  of  Donegal  I  have  been  unable  to  identify  our  Mochua 
of  Kilcloher.  The  double  naming  of  saints  has  not  been  fully  explained  : 
compare  Fionntan-Munna,  Cronan-Mochua,  Carthage-Mochuda,  &c. 

[97]  Multiplication  of  food,  &c.,  after  the  Old  Testament  pattern  is  a 
stock  motive  of  the  hagiographers.  Compare  the  incident  in  the  Life  of 
St    Cronan-Molua  when  St.  Mochoemog  and  his  retinue  visited  Roscre. 

[98]  Ath-Mheadhm  ;  now  Affane.  From  Kilclogher  ran — due  west — 
an  ancient  road,  partly  represented  still  by  a  little-used  public  roadway, 
to  the  crossing  place  of  the  Blackwater.  The  river  was  fordable  at  three 
points  below  Cappoquin  and  it  is  from  the  middle  or  chief  of  these  that 
Affane  derives  its  name.  It  is  probable  that  the  difficulty  of  crossing  here 
is  exaggerated  in  the  text.  At  any  rate  Affane  was  a  ford  in  frequent  use 
for  purposes  of  commerce,  social  intercourse,  and  war.  The  forces  of  Desmond 
crossed  here  in  1565,  and  no  doubt  many  a  time  before  and  after. 

[99]  Molua  and  Colman.  Both  names  are  of  so  frequent  occurrence 
in  the  Irish  Martyrologies  and  Saints'  Lives  that  without  further  data  it 
seems  useless  attempting  identification  of  the  particular  saints  here  alluded 
to.  There  are  two  Kilmaloos  within  the  Deciss,  also  a  Kilcolman  and  a 
Tobar  Cholmain. 

llOO]  Locus  Benedictionum  ;   the  name  is  now  unfortunately  obsolete. 

[101]  The  plan  of  the  primitive  church,  as  the  plan  of  the  lios 
chamber,  wattle  hut  and  beehive  cell,  was  circular  ;  the  monastic  cashel 
like  the  lios  rampart  was  similarly  circular. 

I  have  been  unable  to  find  further  trace  of  the  virgin  Caimell. 

[102]  This  is  apparently  a  variant  of  an  incident  already  related.  The 
scribe  either  forgot  that  he  had  already  given  the  story  c-r  he  failed  to 
identify  it  as  the  same  tale. 
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[103]  Mochuda's  Well.  The  ancient  Holy  Well  of  Lismore.  Thi? 
at  present  is  believed  to  be  the  deep  well  within  the  wall  on  right  (south  or 
east)  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the  railway  station  or  Devonshire  Arms 
Hotel  to  the  bridge  at  Lismore.  This  well,  now  covered  with  a  dome  sur- 
mounted by  a  cross,  is  known  popularly  as  Tobar-na-Ceardchan  (Well  of 
the  Forge) .  From  an  idea  that  Ceardchan  here  was  some  form  of  Carthage 
I  think  the  modern  notion  of  the  sanctity  of  this  well  has  arisen.  Investiga- 
tion very  carefully  made  on  the  spot  years  ago  convinced  me  the  Holy  Well 
occupied  the  approximate  site  of  the  present  back  entrance  lodge  to  the 
castle.  This  was  known  as  Tobar  Carthaigh  with  which  of  course,  in  a 
sense,  the  present  well,  a  few  yards  down  the  incline,  may  be  said  to  be 
identical,  for  it  is  no  doubt  the  product  of  the  same  spring.  It  comes  to  the 
surface  lower  down  because  of  obstruction  or  closing  up  of  the  original  basin. 
There  is  a  second  Tobar  Mochuda  on  the  townland  of  Tobber  in  the  parish 
of  Lismore  ;  this  latter  well  which  is  of  considerable  depth  is  situated  on 
a  hill  top  and  beside  it  is  a  cillin  within  which  stood,  fifty  years  since,  a  rude 
stone  altar.  In  the  adjoining  parish  of  Ballybacon  is  a  third  Mochuda's 
Well ;  this  will  be  found  at  a  height  of  1,500  feet  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Slieve  Gua  mountain  where  the  latter  was  crossed  by  the  ancient  roadway 
known  as  the  Rian  Bo  Phadruig. 

[104]  Mochuda's  Inch.  Locally  an  Inch  signifies  not  an  island  but  a 
river-holm.  Mochuda's  hermitage  to  which  he  retired  was  in  a  glen,  it  was 
remote  and  lonely,  it  was  beneath  the  monastery  near  enough  to  the 
latter  for  the  senior  monks  to  visit  the  saint  daily  and  the  way  back  was 
long  and  steep  enough  to  considerably  fatigue  the  ancient  religious.  Where 
and  what  was  it  ?  It  was,  I  think,  a  limestone  cave  close  to  the  river  bank^ 
on  the  east  side  of  the  bridge  or  rather  of  the  bridge  causeway.  To  be 
sure  there  is  no  limestone  cliff  there  now — none,  at  least,  containing  a  cave 
Such  a  cliff  did  exist  not  so  many  years  since  as  an  examination  of  the 
locality  will  show.  Much  quarrying  has  taken  place  here — probably  in 
connection  with  erection  in  1775  of  the  exceedingly  graceful  bridge.  And 
the  glen  ?  It  was  partly  filled  up  and  effaced  by  construction  of  the  present 
causeway,  forty  feet  high,  which  carries  the  roadway  to  the  bridge  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  The  "Crux  Migracionis"  was,  no  doubt,  one  of  those 
"station"  crosses  with  which  Clonmacnoise,  Glendalough,  Inishmurray,  &c. 
makes  us  familiar  ;  it  was  perhaps  erected  at  a  later  date  to  mark  the  place 
where  the  venerable  founder  had  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  Irish  saints, 
when  death  approached,  longed  to  die  in  the  open  air  ;  witness  Ciaran  oi 
Clonmacnoise,  who  when  the  end  approached  had  himself  carried  out  to  die. 
The  cell  was  narrow  and  dark  and  ill- ventilated  and  the  dying  man  naturalb 
desired  the  sunlight  and  the  air  ;  he  wished  also  for  the  sad  last  time  to 
so.e  the  brethren  who  had  been  the  companions  of  his  labours  and  privations, 
to  hear  and  perhaps  jom  in  their  prayers  for  his  happy  departure  to  give 
them  his  last  directions  or  advice 
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It  has  been  contended  that  Mochuda  can  be  styled  founder  of  Lismore  only 
in  a  sense  similar  to  that  in  which  O'Suanach  is  called  founder  of  Rahen, 
that  is  as  reviver,  restorer,  or  second  founder.  It  has  been,  and  is  some- 
times still,  claimed  that  an  abbey  existed  in  Lismore  before  Mochuda's  time. 
Contention  and  claim  are  both  based  on  the  fact  that  various  abbots  or  bishops 
of  Lismore  (v.g.  Laghaidh,  Neman,  Maidoc,  etc.),  alleged  predecessors  of 
Mochuda,  are  referred  to  by  the  Four  Masters,  Colgan,  Archdall  and  the 
battalion,  or  considerable  part  cf  it,  of  second-hand  writers.  Lanigan,  however, 
(Vol.  ii.,  chap,  xiv.)  has  fairly  demonstrated  that  the  Four  Masters'  reference 
is  to  Lismore  an  island  of  the  Hebrides  and  that  Colgan  and  Archdall — the 
latter  especially — manage  to  confound  this  Scottish  island  with  the  Irish 
monastic  city  of  the  same  name. 
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of  the  member,  any  one  of  the  earlier  volumes  which  may  still  be 
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Vols.  I.,  IL  are  now  out  of  print  and  others  are  rapidly  becoming 
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The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Irish  Texts  Society  was 
held  on  30th  April,  1914,  at  20  Hanover  Square,  W.  In  the  absence 
of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  F.  MacDonagh,  Mr.  Robin  Flower,  B.A.,  took 
the  Chair.     The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  taken  as  read. 


Sixteenth  Annual  report. 

The  Council  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  the  completion, 
by  Miss  Maura  Power,  M.A.,  of  her  edition  of  the  Irish  Astronomical 
Tract  contained  in  MS.  B.  II.  i,  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy's 
Collection.     This  forms  their  volume  for  1912. 

A  second  publication,  now  approaching  completion,  is  Rev. 
P.  Power's  edition  of  the  Lives  of  St.  Declan  and  St.  Mochuda, 
two  early  Waterford  Saints,  which  form  part  of  O'Clery's  collection 
of  Saints'  lives  now  deposited  in  the  Burgundian  Library  in  Brussels. 
The  collection  was  made  by  Michael  O'Clery  during  a  hasty  visit 
to  Ireland  about  the  year  1620.  It  is  one  of  the  MSS.  originally 
belonging  to  Father  John  Colgan,  whose  library,  collected  at 
Louvain,  was  afterwards  deposited  in  Brussels. 

The  Editor  is  adding  an  Introduction  dealing  with  early 
religious  conditions  in  Ireland  ;  in  this  he  discusses  the  disputed 
question  of  the  existence  of  Christianity  in  Ireland  before  St.  Patrick. 
The  Editor's  special  acquaintance  with  the  topography  of  the 
Decies'  country  should  add  to  the  value  of  this  volume. 

Rev.  John  MacErlean,  S.J.,  reports  that  he  hopes  to  have  the 
Irish  portion  of  the  third  volume  of  O'Bruadair's  Poems  in  the 
printers'  hands  by  the  beginning  of  July. 

Miss  Eleanor  Knott  reports  that  she  is  working  steadily  on 
her  edition  of  the  Poems  of  Tadhg  Dall  O'Higgin. 


Mr.  Tadhg  O'Donoghue  reports  that  the  text  of  the  O'Neill 
Poems  is  ready  for  press.  A  tentative  translation  of  all  has  been 
made.  Seeing,  however,  that  in  the  translation  of  these  bardic 
poems  we  are  on  practically  virgin  ground,  it  has  been  found, 
necessary  to  revise  the  work.     This  revision  is  now  proceeding. 

The  fourth  and  concluding  volume  of  Keating 's  History,  con- 
taining the  Genealogies  and  Indices,  edited  by  Rev.  P.  S.. 
Dinneen,  M.A.,  is  now  gone  to  press. 

Other  volumes  are  in  progress. 

The  Council  have  to  record,  with  much  regret,  the  death  ot 
one  of  their  Editors,  Professor  Thomas  O'Nowlan,  whose  proposed 
edition  of  the  "Contention  of  the  Bards"  was  announced  in  last 
year's  report.  It  is  satisfactory  to  state  that  a  personal  friend  of 
the  late  Editor,  Rev.  L.  MacKenna,  S.J.,  has  come  forward  with 
an  offer  to  take  over  the  materials  collected  by  Professor  O'Nowlan, 
with  the  intention  of  completing  the  work  for  the  Society.  It  is. 
hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  make  arrangements  for  its  com- 
pletion and  pubHcation. 

The  Council  also  have  to  record  with  regret  the  death  of 
Dr.  P.  W.  Joyce,  one  of  their  Consultative  Committee. 

In  the  course  of  last  year  the  Council  purchased  the  entire 
interest  of  the  pubhshers,  Messrs.  David  Nutt,  in  the  volumes  of 
the  Society  and  thus  became  their  own  pubhshers.  In  consequence,, 
their  financial  resources  have  been  subjected  to  a  severe 
strain.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  new  members  should^, 
in  addition  to  the  current  volume,  order  the  available  back  volumes, 
to  complete  their  sets.  The  volumes  still  in  stock  are  enumerated 
at  the  end  of  this  report ;  all  members  duly  elected  can  obtain 
them  at  the  original  subscription  price  (7/6  each,  post  free).  Their 
price  to  non-members  is  10/6  each. 

Many  members,  in  remitting  their  annual  subscriptions  this, 
year,  have  been  good  enough  to  bear  in  mind  the  suggestion  made 
in  our  last  report  and  have  sent  an  additional  2/6  towards  the 
Editorial  Fund — a  kindly  method  of  helping  our  work. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  as  a  result  of.  the  joint  efforts, 
made  by  the  Gaelic  League,  the  Central  Welsh  Board,  and  the- 


Highland  Association,  a  recommendation  has  been  made  in  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Civil  Service,  that  "if  in 
the  future  a  language  such  as  Scottish  or  Irish  Gaelic,  or  Welsh, 
is  treated  by  the  Universities  as  a  subject  of  serious  academic  study, 
and  pursued  by  a  substantial  body  of  students,  it  should  be  included 
amongst  the  optional  subjects  of  examination,  provided  that  the 
standard  of  scholarship  prescribed  is  as  high  as  that  applied  to  the 
languages  and  literatures  which  are  already  included." 

The  sale  of  Dictionaries  is  steady,  200  large  dictionaries  and 
•800  small  having  been  sold  during  the  year. 

Thirty-six  new  members  have  joined  the  Society  during  the 
year. 

Their  names  are  : — 

Rev.  J.  Boyle. 

Mr.  J.  Conaghan. 

Rev.  J.  MacCunnigeam. 

Rev.  D.  MacGinley. 

Library  of  Missouri  University. 

Mr.  T.  F.  O'Connell,  B.A. 

Library  of  Bonn  University. 

Aid.  J.  Sheehan. 

Mr.  Ian  MacAoidh. 

Library  of  Illinois  University. 

Concord  State  Library,  N.H., 

Rev.  D.  Breen.  [U.S.A. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Purtill. 

Rev.  M.  O'Donnell. 

Library  of  California  University. 

Rev.  P.  B.  Knox. 

Mr.  John  F.  Crotty. 

Carnegie  Library,  Kilkenny. 

The  following  members  have  deceased  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Mr.  J.  J.  Cashman. 

2.  Mr.  W.  H.  Duignan. 
8.  Rev.  J.  S.  Gallagher. 
4.  Mr.  Michael  J.  Gill,  B.A. 


1. 

Miss  Kate  Meade. 

19. 

2. 

Miss  N.  Kennedy. 

20. 

3. 

Mrs.  C.  Freeman  tie. 

21. 

4. 

Miss  A.  B.  Culverwell. 

22. 

5. 

Miss  Anita  Nic  Mhathghamhna. 

23. 

6. 

Mr.  John  F.  Boyle, 

24. 

7. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Lynch. 

25. 

8. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Ryan. 

26. 

9. 

Mr.  Owen  J.  Redmond. 

27. 

10. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Mahony. 

28. 

11. 

Mr.  J.  MacGarritv. 

29. 

12. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Leach.' 

30. 

13. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Gates. 

31. 

14. 

Mr.  A.  A.  McErlean. 

32. 

15. 

Mr.  E.  O'Riordan. 

33. 

16. 

Mr.  M.  McFadden. 

34. 

17. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Donaghey. 
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18. 

Rev.  J.  Kennedy. 

36. 

5.  Dr.  P.  W.  Joyce,  M.R.I.A. 

6.  Mr.  D.  Lynch,  M.D. 

7.  Mr.  P.  Morris. 

8.  Professor  T.  P.  O'Novdan. 


The  Chairman  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  paid  an 
eloquent  tribute  to  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in  publish- 
ing volumes  of  Gaelic  Literature  of  first-rate  importance  never 
before  available  to  the  general  public.  He  hoped  that  the  Society 
would  receive  the  support  of  everyone  who  took  pride  in  the 
writings  of  the  Irish  poets  and  prose  authors  of  the  past. 


The  adoption  of  the  annual  report  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  G. 
O'Keeffe,  and  supported  b}/'  Mr.  J.  Buckley. 

The  report  having  been  adopted, 

Mr.  Boyle  (Hon.  Treasurer)  said  that  he  thought  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  meeting  should  be  availed  of  to  draw  the  special  attention 
of  members  outside  the  Executive  Council  to  the  value  of  the 
services  rendered  to  the  Societj/  by  Miss  Hull,  as  Honorary  Secretary, 
for  so  many  years.  Every  member  of  the  Council  thoroughly 
appreciated  the  fact  (which  might  possibly  escape  the  notice  of 
members  generally),  that  without  the  scholarship,  tact,  and  con- 
tinuous attention  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Society  by  Miss  Hull, 
the  Society  could  not  possibly  have  attained  the  success  on  which 
it  deserves  to  be  congratulated.  Mr.  Boyle  concluded  by  proposing 
that  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  annual  meeting  of  members  should 
be  accorded  to  Miss  Hull.  Mr.  J.  Buckley  seconded,  and  Mr. 
Ernest  Rhys,  who  spoke  as  one  having  expert  professional  know- 
ledge of  the  qualifications  required  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  a 
Society  such  as  this,  supported  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  was 
carried  by  acclamation. 

In  reply,  ]\Iiss  Hull  said  that  she  felt  most  grateful  to  the 
Council  for  this  spontaneous  vote  of  thanks  and  for  the  kind  and 
cordial  terms  in  which  it  was  moved  and  supported.  She  referred 
to  the  arduous  and  splendid  work  done  for  the  Society  by  Mr. 
Boyle,  their  Hon.  Treasurer,  \^ear  after  year,  and  to  the  assiduit}^ 
of  the  Council  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  The 
harmony  with  which  Officers,  Council,  and  Editors  had,  with  hardly 
an  exception,  worked  together  from  the  very  foundation  of  the 
Society,  had  made  her  own  share  of  the  work  much  lighter  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been.  It  was  most  satisfactory  to  feel 
that  the  standard  of  scholarship  in  their  volumes  was  steadily 
rising  and  that  their  editors  laboured  to  make  their  work  in  every 
way  worthy  of  themselves  and  of  the  Society.  The  work  of  the 
Irish  Texts  Society  had  been  one  of  the  chief  interests  of  her  life. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  Boyle,  then  submitted  the 
Financial  Report  and  Balance  Sheet. 


The   Irish   Texts  society. 


Financial  statement  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1914. 


THE 

SOCIETY'S    ORDINARY    PUBLICATIONS. 

Receipts. 

Disbursements. 

/      s. 

d. 

/ 

s. 

d. 

To  Balance  from  previous 

By  Editing           10 

0 

0 

year 

....  235  17 

1 

„   Postage           6 

13 

11 

,,    Subscriptions 

....   155     7 

(J 

,,    Printing  &  Stalionerv      12 

19 

() 

, ,   Donations 

....       5  12 

() 

,,    Publishers       284 

16 

8 

,,    Interest 

....      16  18 

2 

,,    Salarv  (As.sist.  Sei:.)  ....     15 

10 

0 

,,    Sundries          ....          ....     10 

11 

() 

,,   Balance           73 

3 

2 

Total      .... 

..../413   14 

9 

Total            /413 

14 

9 

THE    SOCIETY'S    IRISH-ENGLISH    DICTIONARIES. 


Receipts. 

Disbursements. 

£          5. 

d. 

£          5.      d. 

To  Receipts 

...2864     6 

0 

By  Payments  already 

„   Sales  (net)      .... 

...  119   16 

7 

published      2376  12     (i 

,,   Printing  c^:  Binding  ....     19     8     9 

,,   Postage           2  10  10 

,,    Insurance  &  Sundries       5     1   11 
,.   Salarv  (Assist.  Sec.)....     15     0     0 
„    Balance           565     8     7 

Total 

/2984     2 

7 

Total          ....           /2984     2     7 

THE    SOCIETY'S    JOINT    CAPITAL   ACCOUNT. 


Assets. 

/    s.    d. 
To  Balance — Ordinar}'  Pub- 
lications        ....    "^     ....     73     3     2 
,,   Balance — Dictionaries    565     8     7 

Stock  in  hand  : — 

7172  Ord.  Vols.  508  large 
and  500  small  Diction- 
aries. 


Total 


,/638  11     9 


Liabilities  and  Balances. 

£  s. 

By  2  vols,  not  yet  pubhshed     0     0 

d. 
0 

Net  Capital  :  — 

,,    Investments                ....  456  16 

,,   Cash  in  Bank             ....  155     9 

,,   Cash  in  pub- 
lishers hands,  ;/;21  6  2 

,,   Cash  in  Assist. 

See's,  hands     £o  0  0 

0 

7 

Total          /638  11 

9 

(Signed)    SAM   BOYLE,    Hon.  Treasurer. 
Examined  Books,  Accounts,  and  Balances,  and  found  correct. 


(Signed)  E.    W.    LYNAM 


C.  R.  COOKE-TAYLOR/ 


Audi  ton, 
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In  submitting  the  Financial  Report,  Mr.  Boyle  stated  that 
the  Society  should  be  congratulated  on  securing  the  exclusive 
ownership  of  the  8,000  volumes  of  the  Society's  pubhcations 
still  on  hands.  That  these  volumes  are  a  valuable  asset  to  the 
Society  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  last  year  280  back  volumes 
had  been  sold,  yielding  ;f  105.  The  annual  income  from  Dictionaries 
is  about  £120.  The  demand  for  complete  sets  of  the  volumes  left 
in  stock  is  increasing.  It  is  hoped  that  the  demand  will  be  greatly 
stimulated  by  the  issue  within  a  few  months  of  the  fourth  and 
final  volume  of  Keating 's  History.  The  learned  Editor,  Father 
Dinneen,  had  devoted  to  its  arrangement  and  completion  special 
care  and  scholarship.  The  cost  to  the  Society  of  its  printing  and 
binding  will  largely  exceed  that  of  any  other  of  the  Society's  volumes. 
It  is  hoped  that  all  who  have  got  the  three  volumes  already  issued 
will  promptly  secure  the  concluding  volume,  and  that  non-members 
who  have  not  yet  purchased  the  earlier  volumes  will  now  order  the 
complete  set  of  four  volumes. 

The  Financial  Report  was  adopted  with  cordial  thanks  to 
Treasurer  and  Auditors. 

The  retiring  members  of  Council,  Mrs.  Banks,  Mr.  Frank 
MacDonagh,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  RoUeston,  were  re-elected,  and  Mr. 
J.  G.  O'Keeffe,  who  had  been  co-opted  on  the  Council  last  year,  was 
formally  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed  to  the  auditors, 
Mr.  C.  R.  Cooke-Taylor  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Lynam.  These  gentlemen 
were  re-elected  auditors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  re-election  of  the  officers  of  the  Society,  Professor  Douglas 
Hyde,  LL.D.  (President),  Miss  Eleanor  Hull  (Hon.  Sec),  and 
Mr.  Sam  Boyle  (Hon.  Treasurer)  was  carried. 

With  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  R.  Flower  for  presiding,  the 
meeting  terminated. 


General  Rules. 


OBjEcxr,. 

1. — The  Society  is  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  publication 
of  Texts  in  the  Irish  Language,  accompanied  by  such  Introductions,  Enghsh 
Translations,  Glossaries  and  Notes  as  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

Constitution. 

2. — The  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-Presidents,  an  Executive 
Council,  a  Consultative  Committee  and  Ordinary  Members. 

Officers. 

3. — The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  the  President,  the  Honorary 
Secretary  and  the  Honorary  Treasurer. 

Executive  Council. 

4. — The  entire  management  of  the  Society  shall  be  entrusted  to  the 
Executive  Council,  consisting  of  the  Officers  of  the  Society  and  not  more 
than  ten  other  Members,  to  whom  the  Executive  Council  may  add  by  Co- 
option  not  more  than  two  members,  who  shall  retire  annually. 

5. — All  property  of  the  vSociety  shall  be  vested  in  the  Executive  Council, 
and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall  direct  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 

6. — Three  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  shall  retire  each  year  by 
rotation  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  but  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election, 
the  Members  to  retire  being  selected  according  to  seniority  of  election,  or, 
in  case  of  equality,  by  lot.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  co-opt  Members 
to  fill  up  casual  vacancies  occurring  throughout  the  year.  Any  Member 
of  Council  who  is  absent  from  five  consecutive  Ordinary  Meetings  of  the 
Council  to  which  he  (or  she)  has  been  duly  summoned,  shall  be  considered 
as  having  vacated  his  (or  her)  place  on  the  Council. 

Consultative  Committee. 

7. — The  Consultative  Committee,  or  individual  Members  thereof,  shall 
give  advice,  when  consulted  by  the  Executive  Council,  on  questions  relating 
to  the  Publications  of  the  Society,  but  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  Society. 

Members. 

8. — Members  may  be  elected  either  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  or, 
from  time  to  time,  bv  the  Executive  Council. 
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Subscription. 

9. — The  Subscription  for  each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  be  7/6  per 
annum  (American  subscribers,  two  dollars),  entitling  the  Member  to  one 
copy  (post  free)  of  the  volume  or  volumes  published  by  the  Society  for  the 
year,  and  giving  the  right  to  vote  on  all  questions  submitted  to  the 
General  Meetings  of  the  Society. 

10. — Subscriptions  shall  be  payable  in  advance  on  the  1st  January  in  each 
year. 

11. — Members  whose  Subscriptions  for  the  year  have  not  been  paid  are 
not  entitled  to  any  volume  published  by  the  Society  for  that  year,  and  any 
Member  whose  Subscription  for  the  current  year  remains  unpaid,  and  who 
receives  and  retains  any  publication  for  the  year,  shall  be  held  liable  for 
the  payment  of  the  full  published  price  of  such  publication. 

12. — The  Publications  of  the  Society  shall  not  be  sold  to  persons  other 
than  Members,  except  at  an  advanced  price. 

13. — Members  whose  Subscriptions  for  the  current  year  have  been  paid 
shall  alone  have  the  right  of  voting  at  the  General  Meetings  of  the  Society. 

14. — Members  v.'ishing  to  resign  must  give  notice  in  writing  to  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  of  their  intention  to  do 
so  :  otherwise  they  will  be  liable  for  their  Subscriptions  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Editorial  Fund. 

15. — A  fund  shall  be  opened  for  the  remuneration  of  Editors  for  their 
work  in  preparing  Texts  for  publication.  All  subscriptions  and  donations 
to  this  fund  shall  be  purely  voluntary,  and  shall  not  be  applicable  to  other 
purposes  of  the  Society. 

Annual  General  Meeting. 

16. — A  General  Meeting  shall  be  held  each  year  in  the  month  of  April, 
or  as  soon  afterwards  as  the  Executive  Council  shall  determine,  when  the 
Council  shall  submit  their  Report  and  the  Accounts  of  the  Society  for  the 
preceding  year,  and  when  vacant  seats  on  the  Council  shall  be  filled  up, 
and  the  ordinary  business  of  a  General  Meeting  transacted. 

Audit. 

17. — The  Accounts  of  the  Society  shall  be  audited  each  year  by  auditors 
appointed  at  the  preceding  General  Meeting. 

Changes  in  these  Rules. 

18. — With  the  notice  summoning  the  General  Meeting,  the  Executive 
Council  shall  give  notice  of  any  change  proposed  by  them  in  these  Rules. 
Ordinary  Members  proposing  any  change  in  the  Rules  must  give  notice 
thereof  in  writing  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  seven  clear  days  before  the 
date  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting. 
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List  of  Members. 


(N.B. — Members  are  earnestly  requested  to  send  Notice  of  Changes  of 
Address  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  20  Hanover  Square,  London,  W.,  to  avoid  mis- 
postage  of  Books  and  Notices). 


NAMES. 
Aherne,  Rev.  James 

Anderson,  J.  Norrie,  j.p. 
Anwyl,  Prof.  Sir  E,,  m.a. 
Arlen,  Charles  R. 
Assessors,  Board  of 

Ashbourne,  Lord 


ADDRESSES. 

St.  Agnes'  Church,  South  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, U.S.A. 

Provost  of  Stornoway,  Lewis,  Scotland. 

62  Marine  Terrace,  Aberystwyth. 

Chichester  Ho.,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C. 

per  J.  J.  Keane,  Secretary,  Room  10,  City 
Hall,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Moorhurst.  Holmwood,  Surrey. 


Banks,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Barrett,  Rev.  Dr. 
Barron,  E.  W. 
Bartholomew,  J. 
Baudis,  Dr.  Josef 
Beary,  Michael,  c.e. 
Beglev,  Rev.  John 
Bell,  H.  Idris 
Bergin,  Prof.  Osborn  J. 
Be^kele3^  George  F.  H. 
Berry,  Major,  a.s.c,  m.r.t.a. 
Bewerunge,  Rev.  H. 
Bigger,  F.  J.,  m.r.i.a. 
Blaikie.  W.  B. 

Bligh,  Andrew 
Boddy,  J.  K. 
Boland,  J.  P.,  m.p. 
Boland,  P.  J. 
Bolton,  Miss  Anna 
Borthwick,  Miss  N. 
Boswell,  C.  S. 
Bowers,  James  F. 
Boyd,  J.  St.  Clair,  m.d. 
Boyle,  Rev.  J.,  p.p. 
Boyle,  Rev.  Thomas,  c.c. 
Bojle,  Samuel 
Brannick,  Laurence 
Breen,  Rev.  D. 
Brennan,  James  F. 
Brennan,  Rev.  C. 
Brennan,  William  F. 
Brett,  Sir  Charles 
Brodrick.  Hon.  Albinia 


...  7  Wadham  Gardens,  London,  N.W. 

..  St.  Colman's  College,  Fermoy,  Co.  Cork. 

...  Woodstown,  Co.  Waterford. 

...  56  India  Street,  Edinburgh. 

..  Cechova  Trida  296,  Prague  vii.,  Bohemia. 

,..  Abbeyside,  Dungarvan,  Co.  Waterford. 

...  St.  Munchin's,  Limerick. 

..  British  Museum,  London,  W.C. 

..  University  College,  Dublin. 

..  Hanwell  Castle,  nr.  Banbury,  Oxfordshire. 

..  The  Castle,  Rich  Hill,  Co.  Armagh. 

..  St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 

..  Ardrigh,  Antrim  Road,  Belfast. 

..  c/o    Messrs.    Constable    &    Co.,    Universitv 

Press,  11  Thistle  Street,  Edinburgh. 
..  Camden  House,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Beds. 
..  319  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 
..  40  St.  George's  Square,  S.W. 
..  Glenarde,  Galway. 

..  Rathenny,  Cloughjordan,  Co.  Tipperary. 
..  c/o  Irish  Book  Co.,  6  D'Olier  Street,  Dublin. 
..  Fairseat,  Totnes. 

..  2048  Howe  St.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
..  Chatsworth  House,  Malone  Road,  Belfast. 
..  Gortahork,  Letterkenny,  Ireland. 
..  Omeath,  Co,  Louth. 

..  37  Deauville  Rd.,  Clapham  Park,  London. 
..  Station  K,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  U.S.A. 
..  85th  St.  and  23rd  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
..  Peterboro',  N.H.,  U.S.A. 
..  St.  John's,  Tralee,  Co.  Kerry. 
..  11  North  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
..  Grctton,  Malone,  Belfast. 
..  Ballincoona,  Caherdaniel,  Co.  Kerry. 
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NAMES. 

Brogan,  Anthony,  J. 

Brooke,  Rev.  Stopford,  A.,  m.a. 

Brophy,  Michael  M. 
Brown,  Professor  A.  C.  L. 
Briinnow,  Prof.  Dr.  R.  E. 

Bryant,  Mrs,,  d.sc. 

Buckley,  C.  P. 
Buckley,  Daniel 
Buckley,  James,  m.r.i.a. 
Buckley,  John  J. 
Buckley,  Michael  J. 
Buckley,  Rev.  Brendan,  o.s.f, 

Burchardi,  Gustav,  ph.d. 

Burnside,  W. 
Byrne,  G.  P. 


ADDRESSES. 

185  Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 

c/o  J.  Bain,   14  King  William  St.,  Strand, 

London,  W.C. 
48  Gordon  Square,  London,  W.C. 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  U.S.A. 
Forty  Nine,  Library  Place,  Princeton,  New 

Jersey,  U.S.A. 
North    London    Collegiate    School,    Sandall 

Road,  London,  N.W, 
Kilcock,  Co.  Kildare 
Maynooth,  Co.  Kildare, 
11  Homefield  Road,  Wimbledon,  Surrey. 
National  Museum,  Dublin. 
5  lona  Drive,  Dublin. 
Franciscan  Monaster}-,  Mount  Partry,  Ballin- 

robe,  Co.  Mayo  .. 
41  Hopefield  Avenue,  Salusbury  Road,  West 

Kilburn,  London,  N.W. 
The  Croft,  28  Bromley  Rd.,  Catford,  London. 
H.B.M,  Consulate  General,  Shanghai,  China. 


Cady,  Miss  Ruth 
Cahill,  Vincent 

Calder,  Rev.  George,  b.d 

Carey,  J. 

Carey,  Rev.  Thomas  M.  R 

Carrigan.Very  Rev.Wm.  Canon, 

D.D.,  p.p.,  M.R.I.A. 

Casey,  Rev.  Patrick,  c.c 

Cassedy,  James,  b.a. 
Castletown,  Rt.  Hon,  Lord     .... 
Cavanaugh,  Very  Rev  John, 

c,s,c. 
Christian  Brothers'  School 
Clongowes  Wood  College 
Cochrane,  Robert,  i.s,o,,  ll.d,, 

Coftey,  George,  b.a,,  m,r.i.a 

Coghlan,  Rev.  G.  P, 
Cohalan,  Very  Rev.  J,  Canon, 
Colgan,  Nathaniel 
Collins,  Edward,  ll,d, 
ColUns,  Jeremiah 
Conaghan,  John 
Condon,  Rev,  R, 
Condon,  Richard  F, 
Considine,  Rev,  M,,  c.c. 
Convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Mercy 
Cooke,  John,  m.a.,  m.r.i.a. 
Corkerry,  Patrick 
Costello,  Thomas,  m.d, 
Courtauld,  G, 
Cox,  Prof,  Edward  G. 

Cox,  Rt,  Hon.  Michael,  m.d.. 


447   West   120th  St.,   West    Pullman,   Ills. 
7    Lavagh  Villas,   Ashfield    Rd,,  Ranelagh, 

Dublin. 
10  Glasgow  Street,  Flillhead,  Glasgow. 
Clohanbeg  N.S,,  Cooraclare,  Co.  Clare. 
The    Presbytery,    Eden    Grove,    HoUoway, 

London,  N, 
Durrow,  Queen's  Co. 

Ballymacoda,  Castlemartyi',  Co.  Cork. 

Tigh  Chluana,  Berkeley  Street,  Dubhn. 

52  Green  St.,  Park  Lane,  London,  W. 

Notre  Dame  University,  Notre  Dame, 
Indiana,  U.S.A. 

per  The  Superior,  Westport,  Co.  Mayo. 

per  The  Rector,  Sallins,  Co.  Kildare, 

17  Highfield  Road,  Rathgar,  Dublin. 

5  Harcourt  Terrace,  Dubhn. 

2141  N.  Broad  Street,  Philadelphia,  U.S.A. 

The  Presbytery,  Bantry,  Co,  Cork, 

15  Breffni  Terrace,  Sandycove,  Co.  Dublin, 

E.D.O.,  Custom  House,  Dublin. 

29  Willoughby  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U,S,A. 

Gortahork,  Letterkenny,  Ireland, 

Park    St,,    Campsie,    Sydney,    N,S.W. 

22  West  Jackson  Boulevard,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 

Kildysart,  Co,  Clare, 

St.  Peter's,  Derry. 

66  Morehampton  Road,  Dublin. 

Bridge  Street,  Dingle,  Co.  Kerry, 

Bishop  Street,  Tuam,  Co.  Galway. 

The  Waver,  Wethersfield,  Braintree, 

University  of  Washington,  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington, U.S. A, 

26  Merrion  Square,  Dublin. 
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NAMES. 

Cragie,  W.  A.,  m.a,,  ll.d. 
Crawford,  W.  R. 

Crehan,  Rev.  B.,  c.c. 
Crimmins,  Hon.  John  D. 

Crone,  Dr.  J.  S.,  j.p. 
Cross,  Professor  T.  Peete 

Crotty,  John  F. 
Crowlev,  T.,  m.d. 
Cuallacht  Chuilm  Cille 

Culverwell,  Miss  A.  B. 
Curran,  Rev.  Michael  J. 
Curtis,  Edmund 


ADDRESSES. 

15  Charlbury  Road,  Oxford. 

Croghan,     3     Salisbury    Rd.,    Wealdstone, 

Harrow. 
An  Gleann,  Baile-idir-dha-abhainn,  Co.  Mayo. 
Emmet  Arcade,  624  Madison  Avenue,  New 

York,  U.S.A. 
Kensal  Lodge,  Kensal  Green,  London,  N.W. 
Sweet  Briar  College,  Sweet  Briar,  Virginia, 

U.S.A. 
Lansing,  Michigan,  U.S.A. 
Larchfield,  Coachford,  Co.  Cork. 
(St.  Columba's  League),   per  President   St. 

Patrick's  College,  Maynooth, 
The  Hut,  Howth,  Co.  Dubhn. 
Archbishop's  House,  Drumcondra,  Dublin. 
80    Brookhouse    Hill,    Fulwood,    Sheffield 


Dalton,  John  P. 

Dalton,  Michael 

Day,  Robert,  j.p.,  k.s.a.,  m.r.i.a. 

De  Bhal,  An  t-Athair  Tomas, 

De  Lury,  Alfred  T. 

Delany,  Very  Rev.  P.  Canon  .... 

Delany,  Very  Rev.  W.,  ll.d., 

Digby,  Everard  W, 

Dillon,  John,  m.p. 
Dobbs,  Miss  M.  C. 

Dodgson,  Ed.  Spencer,  M.A 

Donaghey,  Rev.  J.  B.,  ph.d 

Donnellan,  Dr.  P. 
Donnelly,  M.  J.,  m.d. 
Dottin,  Prof.  Georges 
Douglas,  W.,  M.D. 
Dowley,  Miss  Una 
Doyle,  J.  J. 
Dunn,  Professor  Joseph 


Portarlington,  Queen's  Co. 

Killeen,  Victoria  Place,  Blackrock,  Dublin 

Myrtle  Hill  House,  Cork. 

Drumcollogher,  Co.  Limerick. 

University  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

Carrick-on-Suir,  Co.  Tipperary. 

St.  Ignatius',  35  Lr.  Leeson  St.,  Dublin, 

c/o  Messrs.  Grindlay  &  Co.,  54  Parliament 

Street,  S.W. 
2  North  Great  George's  Street,  Dublin. 
Port-na-gabhlan,  Cushendall,  Co.  Antrim. 
Jesus  College,  Oxford. 
St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth,  Ireland. 
Castlerea,  Co.  Roscommon. 
Summit  Hill,  Pa,  U.S.A. 
39  Boulevard  Sevign6,  Rennes,  France. 
Brandfold,  Goudhurst,  Kent. 
Carrick-on-Suir,   Co.   Tipperary. 
Inland  Revenue,  Adelaide  Street,  Belfast. 
Catholic  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A. 


Eadie,  Captain  J.  Inglis 
Eire  Og,  Craobh  na  h-Eireann 

Oige. 
England,  Thos.  A.,  ll.d. 
Enschede,  M.  Johannes 
Esler,  Mrs.  Rentoul 
Esmonde.SirT.Grattan,Bt.,x\i.p. 
Evans,  Miss  E.  M. 


c/o  Mrs.  L.  Batten,' Gillingham,  Dorset. 
Per  Miss  G.  Griffin,  Kilkee,  Co.  Clare. 


E.D.O.,  Somerset  House,  London, 
Huize    "Jpenzode,"    Heemstede, 
4  Queen's  Road,  Peckham,  S.E. 
Ballynastragh,  Gorey,  Co.  Wexford. 
St.  Mary's,  Ely,  Cambridgeshire. 


W.C. 
Holland. 


Farrell,  R.  W. 

Fen  ton,  James 
Fish,  F.  P. 

FitzGerald,  Miss  Ellen 
FitzGerald,  M.  J. 


Merrion,  Thornford  Road,  Lewisham  Park, 

London,  S.E. 
Westport,  Co.  Mayo, 
c/o   Wm.   Dawson   &    Sons,    St.    Dunstan'^^ 

House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
Hotel  del  Prado,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
18  King  St.,  Snow  Hill,  London,  E.C. 
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NAMES. 

Fitzmaurice,  Rev.  E.  B.,  o.s.f. 

Flannery,  Rev.  E. 

Flannery,  T.  J. 

Fleming,  Patrick  J. 

Flower,  R. 

Flynn,  J.  D. 

Fogerty,  George  J.,  r.n. 

Foley,  Miss  Aine 

Foley,  P.  J. 

Fraher,  Daniel 

Eraser,  James,  c.e. 

Freeman,  A.  Martin 

Freeman  tie,  Mrs.  Charles 

Fynes-Clinton,  O.  H. 


ADDRESSES. 

Franciscan  Convent,  Drogheda. 
Santa  Lucia,  F.C.C.C.  Ext.,  Buenos  Aires. 
38  St.  George's  Road,  Forset  Gate,  E. 
N.S.,  Clashnagarrane,  Killarney. 
MSS.  Dept.,  British  Museum,  London,  W.C. 
516  M.  St.  S.E.,  Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A. 
67  George  Street,  Limerick. 
Ring,   Dungarvan,   Co.  Waterford. 
2  Adelaide  Buildings,  London  Bridge,  S.E 
Dungarvan,  Co.  Waterford. 
Inverness,  N.B. 

166  Lauderdale  Mansions,  Maida  Vale,  W, 
Meredith,  Gloucester. 

Weirglodd  Wen,  Upper  Garth  Road,  Bangor, 
N.  Wales. 


Gaelic  League,  Broadford 


Gaelic  League, 
Gaelic  League, 
Gaelic  Society, 


Limerick 

London 

Brockton 


Gaffney,  J.  S.,  b.a..  Crown  Solr 
Gaffney,  T.  St.  John 

Gahagan,  F.  Evett 

Gaidoz.  Professor  Henri 

Gallwey,  Col.  Sir  Thomas 

Gannon,  John  P. 

Garnett,  Edward 

Gates,  H. 

Gayley,  Professor  Charles  Mills 

Geoghegan,  Rich.  H. 

Gill.  T.  P. 

Glynn,  J.  A.,  b.a. 

Glynn,  Thomas 

Goblet.  Prof.  Yann  M. 

Godrill,  Neville  P. 

Gordon,  Principal 

Gore-Browne,  Miss  E.  M 

Grainger,  Wm.  H.,  m.d. 

Graves,  A.  Perceval,  m.a 

Gray,  Patrick 


Green,    J.    S., 

R.A.M.C,  M.R 

Greene,  George 
Gregory,  Lady 
Griffin,  Miss  G.  Leake 
Groder,  John  M. 
Gwynn,  Prof.  Edward, 
Gwynn,  Stephen,  m.p., 


Lieut. -Colonel, 

I.A. 

A.,  M.A.,  LITT.D. 


F.T.C.D., 


(Craobh  Dhaithi  Ui  Bhruadair),  Broadford, 

Dromcollogher,   Co.  Limerick, 
17  Thomas  Street,  Limerick. 
35  Lamb's  Conduit  Street,  London,  W.C. 
per  John  Bagge,  Secretary,  8  Harvard  St., 

Brocton,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
.  86  O'Connell  Street,  Limerick. 
.  American    Consul    General,    Hotel    Savoy. 

Dresden,  Saxony. 
8  Doughty  St.,  London,  W.C. 
22  Rue  Servandoni,  Paris  vi. 
Junior  United  Service  Club,  London,  S.W. 
Power's  Hotel,  Kildare  St.,  Dublin. 
The  Cearne,  Kent  Hatch,  Nr.  Edenbridge. 
56  Wilton  Road,  Muswell  Hill,  London,  N. 
2328  Piedmont  Avenue,  Berkeley,  Cal.,  U.S.A 
East  Sound,  Washington,  U.S.A. 
Department   of   Agriculture,  &c.,  Dublin. 
St.  Jarlath's,  Ailesbury  Road,  Dublin. 
Gort,  Co.  Galway. 

1  Villa  Niel,  Paris  xvii. 
Stanhoe  Hall,  King's  Lynn. 
Victoria  Park.  Manchester. 
Fawley  Rectory,  Southampton,  Hants. 
408  Meridian  Street,  E.,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
Red  Branch  House,  Wimbledon.  Surrey. 
Somerset  House.  W.C. 
Air  Hill,  Glanworth,  Co.  Cork. 

2  Tanfield  Court,  Temple,  London,  E.C. 
Coole  Park,  Gort,  Co.  Galway. 

Cluain  Ruadh,  Enniskerry,  Co.  Wicklow. 
Lisdoonan,  N.  S.,  Carrickmacross,  Ireland. 
34  Trinity  College,  DubUn. 
House  of  Commons.  Westminster.  S.W. 


Hackett,  J.  D. 
Hamel.  Dr.  A.  G.  Van 


66  Jamaica  Avenue,  Flushing,  Long  Island, 

New  York.  U.S.A. 
Nieuwe  Haven  93,  Rotterdam. 
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NAMES. 
Hamilton,  George  L. 

Hamilton,  Gustavus 
Hanly,  P.  J. 
Haran,  J.  A. 
Harrassowitz,  Otto 

Harrington,  Rev.  D.  P. 
Hartland,  E.  Sidney 
Havard-Jones,  H.  T. 
Hayes,  Rev.  James 
Hayes,  Rev.  Michael 
Haynes,  Miss  Muriel  Sturgis  . 
Headlam,  M.  F. 
Healy,  Maurice,  m.p.,  Solr. 
Hegart3^  Rev.  Thomas,  c.c.   .. 
Henry,  Miss  Anna 
Henry,  Robert  Mitchell,  m.a. 
Hickey,  Rev.  B. 

Hogan,  John 

Hogarty,  ThomaS 

Holland,  W. 

Holhngworth,  Miss  Mary  A.   .. 

Hooper,  P.  J. 

Horsford,  Miss  Cornelia 

Hull,  Miss  Eleanor 

Hutton,  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Hyde.  Professor  Douglas,  ll.d. 


ADDRESSES. 

Dept.  Romance  Languages  and  Literature, 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Balhnteer  Lodge,  Dundrum,  Co.  DubUn. 

Cartron  Hall,  Longford,  Ireland. 

P.M.O.'s  Office,  Nairobi,  British  East  Africa 

Leipzig  (per  Wm.  Wesley  and  Son,  28  Essex 
Street,  London,  W.C.) 

701  North  40th  St.,  Omaha.  U.S.A. 

High  Garth,  Gloucester. 

South  View,  Cross  Green,  Soham,  Cambs. 

St,  Munchin's  College,  Limerick 

St.  Munchin's  College,  Limerick. 

Augustua,  Maine,  U.S.A. 

43  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Ashton  Lawn,  Cork. 

Malin  Head,  Co.  Donegal. 

7352  Coles  Avenue,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 

Queen's  University,  Belfast. 

St.  Mary's,  Wellington  Rd.,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne. 

1  Upper  Merrion  Street,  Dublin. 

1367  Nostrand  Avenue,  Brooklvn,  U.S.A. 

Ardfield,  Clonakilty,  Co.  Cork. 

Leithen,  Newnham  Road,  Bedford. 

Freeman's     Journal     Office,     211     Strand, 
London.  W.C. 

27  Craigie  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass,  U.S.A. 

14  Stanley  Gardens,  Notting  Hill,  London,  W. 

17  Appian  Way,  Dublin. 

1  Earlsfort  Place.  Dublin. 


Ingram,  J.  Kells 

Irish  Club,  Johannesburg 

Iveagh,  Rt.'Hon.  Lord.  k.p. 


13  Hatch  Street,  Lower.  Dublin. 
Box  1054,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa, 
per  Harold  Bruce  (Sec),  5  Grosvenor  Place, 
London.  S.W. 


Jack,  John 
Jennings,  H.  B. 

Jeudwine,  J.  W.,  ll.b. 
Johnston,  J.  P.,  sc.d. 
Jones.  Capt.  Bryan  J. 
Jorgenssen.  M.  Arne 
Joyce.  Wm.  B.,  b.a. 
Joynt,  Ernest  E. 
Joynt.  Miss  Maud 


53  High  St.,  Fortrose  by  Inverness,  N.B. 
Layham    House,    Layham,    Nr.    Hadleigh, 

Suffolk. 
Riverside,  Batheaston,  Somerset. 
Churchtown  Park,  Dundrum,  Co.  Dublin. 
Lisnawilly.  Dundalk. 

University  Library.  Helsingfors.  Finland. 
Mulcair,  57  lona  Road,  Dublin. 
46  Tirconnell  Road,  Inchicore.  Dublin. 
21  Anneslev  Park,  Rathmines.  Dublin. 


Kavana,  Miss  Rose  M. 
Keane,  J.  J. 

Keappock,  Rev.  Thomas 
Keating,  Miss  Geraldine 
Keating.  Thomas  F. 
Keliher,  Thomas 
Kelly,  John  F.,  ph.d. 


300  S.  Elm  wood  Av..  Oak  Park,  Illinois.  U.S.A. 
City  Hall.  Holyoke.  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
Miltown,   Rathconrath.  Co.  Westmeath. 
Cannon  Mill  Cottage,  Chesham,  Bucks. 
23  Warren  Street.  New  York,  U.S.A. 
134  Upper  Thames  Street,  London,  E.C. 
284   W.    Housatonia   St.,    Pittsfield.   Mass. 
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NAMES. 

Kelly,  Paul  Herrick 
Kelly,  Thomas 

Kelly,  Thos.  Aliaga 
Kemp,  A.  Gordon 
Kennedy,  Miss  N. 
Kennedy,  Rev.  J. 
Kenny,  J.  P. 

Kenny,  P.  J. 
Ker,  Prof.  W.  P. 
Kerr,  Rev.  Hugh,  p.p. 
Kiely,  James  P. 

Kiely,  John  M. 
Kinsella,  John  J. 
Knox.  H.  T. 
Knox,  Rev.  P  B. 


ADDRESSES. 

20  Cheapside,  London,  E.C. 

Orleans    Club,    King    Street,    St.    James's, 

London,  S.W. 
61  Anglesea  Road,  Donnybrook,  Dublin 
The  Limes,  Gayton  Road,  Harrow 
7658  Coles  Avenue,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 
Falcarragh,  Letterkenny.  Ireland. 
51  Strand ville  Avenue,  North  Strand  Road, 

Dublin. 
1020  Francis  St.,  Jackson,  Michigan.  U.S.A. 
95  Gower  Street,  London,  W.C. 
Bunbcg,  Letterkenny,  Co.  Donegal. 
98   Blackhall   Street,   New   London,   Conn., 

U.S.A. 
The  Cott,  Cullin,  Millstreet,  Co.  Cork. 
22nd  and  Halsted  Streets,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 
Rivershill,  St.  George's  Rd.,  Cheltenham. 
St.  Patrick's  Madison,  Wisconsin,  U.S.A. 


Lamotte,  W.  de  G. 
Lane,  J.  O'Neill 
Larkin,  N.  S. 
Laurel  Hill  Convent 
Law,  Hugh,  A.,  m.p. 
Lawlor,  Rev.  H.  J.,  d.d. 
Lawson,  T.  Dillon 
Leach,  Dr.  H.  G. 

Lefroy,  B.  St.  G. 

Lloyd,  Joseph  H. 

Longworth-Dames,  M. 

Loughran,  Owen 

Lyman,  W.  W.,  junr. 

Lynam,  E.  W. 

Lynch,  M.  C. 

Lynch,  P.  J.,  f.r.s.a.i. 

Lynch,  Timothy 

Lynch,  Very  Rev.  Dean  Patk. 

Lysaght,  S.  R. 


Sohcitor's  Dept.,  Treasury,  Whitehall,  S.W. 

Tournafulla,  Co.  Limerick.  • 

Mungret,  Co.  Limerick. 

Limerick. 

Marble  Hill,  Ballymore,  Co.  Donegal. 

64  Palmerston  Road,  Dublin. 

Bank  of  Ireland,  Galway. 

American  Scandinavian  Foundation,  25  West 

45th  Street,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
Derrycashel.  Clondra,  Longford. 
Buaile  na  Greine,  Stillorgan  Park,  Dublin. 
c/o  Messrs.  King  &  Co.,  45  Pall  Mall,  S.W 
Inland  Revenue,  4  Asylum  Road,  Dcrry. 
2353  Prospect  St..  Berkeley,  California. 
British  Museum,  London,  W.C. 
34  Seddon  St.,  Longsight,  Manchester. 
9  Northbrook  Road,  Leeson  Park,  Dublin. 
Sun  Lodge,  Sunday's  Well,  Cork. 
St.  Wilfred's,  Hulme,  Manchester. 
Backwell  Down,  Flax  Bourton.  Somerset. 


MacAlister,  Professor  R.  A.  3. 
Mac  Aoidh,  Ian 
MacAuliffe,  J.J. 
MacBride,  A.,  m.d. 
MacBride,  Joseph  M. 
MacCaffrey,  Rev.  J. 
MacCann,  Daniel 
MacCanna,  Peadar 
MacCarthv,  Michael  J. 
MacCaul,  Rev.  P.  D. 
MacClintock,  Captain  H.  F.    . 
MacCollum,  Fionan 

MacCormick,  Rev.  F.,  f.s.a. 

(Scot.),  F.R.S.A.I. 


Newlands,  Clonskeagh,  Co.  Dublin. 

33  Curzon  Rd.,   Muswell  Hill,   London,  N. 

16  Northcote  Terrace,  Bradford,  Yorks. 

Infirmary  House,  Castlebar,  Co.  Mayo. 

Harbour   Commissioners'    Office,    Westport. 

St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 

1223  Oak  Avenue,  Evanston,  Ills. 

128  Chapel  Street,  Newry. 

Abbey  side  N.  S  ,  Dungarvan,  Co.  Waterford. 

St.  Eunan's  Coll.,   Letterkenny,  Ireland. 

16  Queensberry  Place,  London,  S.W. 

c/o  The  Gaehc  League,  624  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York,  U.S.A. 
Wrockwardine  Wood  Rectory,   Wellington. 

Salop. 
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NAMES. 

MacCunnigeam,  Rev.  j. 
MacDermott,  Rev.  John,  p.p. 

MacDomnaill,  Frederic  S 

MacDonagh,  Frank 

MacDonald,  Rev.  Thomas 
MacDowell,  T.  B. 
MacEnerney, Very  Rev  Francis, 

MacEnri,  Seaghan  P.,  m.d 

McErlean,  A.  A.,  ll.b. 
MacFadden,  M. 
MacFarlane,  W.  D. 
MacGarrity,  Joseph 
MacGarry,  John  A. 
MacGearailt,  Tomas  Dhaithi  .... 
MacGinley,  Connell 
MacGinley,  P.  T. 
MacGinley,  Rev   D. 

McGoorty,  Hon.  John  P 

McGovern,  Rev.  J.  B. 
MacHugh,  Patrick 
MacKay,  A.  J.  G.,  LL.D. 
Mac  Kay,  Eric 
Mackay,  Wilham 

MacKenna,  William  C. 
MacKenzie,  Ian 
MacKenzie,  William 
MacKinnon,  Prof.  Donald 
Mackintosh,    Very   Rev.    Alex- 
ander Canon 
Maclagan,  R.  C,  m.d. 
MacLees,  William  H. 

MacLeod,  Norman 
MacLoughlin,  James  L. 
MacManus,  Padraic 
MacNaghten,  Hon.  Helen 
MacNamara,  Dr.  G.  U. 
MacNamara,  Lt.-Col.  J.  W.    ... 
MacNeill,  Patrick  Charles 

MacSuibhne,  Domhnall 
MacSuibhne,  Padraic 
MacSweeney,  E.  G.,  m.d. 
Maffett,  Rev.  Richard  S.,  b.a. 
Maher,  Rev.  John 
Mahony,  J.  J. 
Mahony,  T.  MacDonagh 

Mahony,  W\  H. 

Martin,  Rev.  J.  J.,  p.p. 
Martyn,  Edward 
Maude,  Mrs. 
Meade,  Miss  Kate 
Meagher,  Rev.  T.,  c.c. 


ADDRESSES. 

Derrybeg,  Letterkenny,  Ireland. 
Croghan,  Boyle,  Co.  Roscommon. 
Box  240  Benoni,  Transvaal,  S.  Africa. 
"Thomond,"  176  Cavendish  Road,  Clapham 

Park,   London,   S.W. 
The  Presbytery,  Portadown,  Co.  Armagh. 
Secretary's  Office,  G.P.O.,  Dublin. 
Adm.,  City  Quay,  Dublin. 

2  Palmyra  Crescent,  Galway. 

22  W.  16th  St.,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
The  Hotel,  Gortahork,  Co.  Donegal, 
Macdonald  College,  Quebec,  Canada. 
5412  Springfield  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  U.S. A 
1008  Security  Building,  Chicago.  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
16  Norroy  Road,  Putney,  London,  S.W. 
Glasheydevitt,  Commeen,  Cloghan,  Donegal. 

3  Eastleigh  Drive,  Strandtown,  Belfast. 
Newtowncunningham,  Co.  Donegal. 
Court  House,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 

St.  Stephen's  Rectory,  Manchester,  S.E. 

St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 

7  Albyn  Place,  Edinburgh. 

7  Royal  Exchange,  London,  E.C. 

c/o  Messrs.    Innes   and  Mackay,    Solicitors, 

Inverness. 
206,  S.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
38  Bishopsgate,  London.  E.C. 
14  Westhall  Gardens,  Edinburgh. 
University  of  Edinburgh. 
The  Presbytery,  Fort  William,  N.B. 

5  Coates  Crescent,  Edinburgh. 

379  Grant's  Avenue,  Cypress  Hill,  Brooklyn, 

N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
295  Byres  Road,  Glasgow. 
25  Westland  Avenue.  Derry. 
Mount  Charles,  Co.  Donegal. 
Runkerry,  Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim. 
Bankyle  House,  Corofin,  Co.  Clare. 
Corofin,  Co.  Clare. 
Inland    Revenue,    Glenlivet,    Ballindalloeh, 

Banffshire. 
945  West  54th  St.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
5  Highfield  Avenue,  Cork. 
481  Main  Street,  Brockton,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
17  Herbert  Road,  Sandymount,  Dublin. 
Salina,   Kansas,  U.S.A. 
Suite  608,  Ashland  Block,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 
Cuileannach,     Lindsay     Road,     Glasnevin, 

Dublin. 
Springfield  Avenue,  Chiatham,  New  Jersey. 

U.S.A. 
Tarbert,  Listowel,  Co.  Kerry. 
Tullyra  Castle,  Ardrahan,  Co.  Galway, 
Trevor  Hill,  Newry. 
3249  Congress  St.,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 
Corofin,  Co.  Clare. 
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NAMES. 

Meehan,  William 
Merriman,  P.  J,,  m.a. 
Merthyr,  Lord 
Mills,  James 
Milne,  Rev.  John,  d.d. 
Mintern,  Joseph 
Mockler,  Rev.  T.  A. 
Molloy,  Rev.  Dr. 
Moloney,  Francis 

Mooney,  James 

Moore,  Norman,  m.d. 

Moore,  Rev.  H.  Kingsmill, 

D.D.,  M.R.I. A. 

Morris,  Patrick 

Mount  Mellera}^  Rt.  Rev.  Lord 

Abbot  of 
Mount    St.    Joseph,    Rt.    Rev. 

Lord  Abbot  of 
Murphy,  J.  J.  Fintan 

Murphy,  Rev.  A.  W.,  p.p 

Murphy,  Rev.  D.,  c.c. 

Murphy,  Rev.  James  E.  H 

Murph}^  Rev.  P. 
Murphy,  William,  n.t. 
Murray,  J.  H.  P. 


ADDRESSES. 

6  O'Connell  St.,  Dungarvan,  Co.  Waterford. 

3  Buxton  Terrace,  Sunday's  Well,  Cork. 

The  Mardy,  Aberdare,  South  Wales. 

Public  Record  Office,  Four  Courts,  Dublin. 

Newlands  Manse,  W.  Linton,   Peeblesshire. 

Kilmurry,  Passage  West,  Co.  Cork. 

St.  John's  College,  Waterford. 

St.  Eunan's  College,  Letterkenny,  Co.  Donegal. 

314-15  Beacon  Building,  6  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  U.S.A. 

Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  Smith- 
sonian Inst.,  Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A. 

67  Gloucester  Place,  Portman  Square, 
London,  W. 

Church  of  Ireland  Training  College,  Kildare 
Place,  Dublin. 

Donaghmoyne,  Carrickmacross,  Co.  Monag- 
han. 

Cappoquin,  Co.  Waterford. 

Roscrea,  Co.  Tipperary. 

12  Effra  Road,  Brixton,  London,  S.W. 
Brosna,  Co.  Kerry. 
Dunkerrin,  Roscrea,  Co.  Tipperary. 
Rathcore  Rectory,  Enfield,  Co.  Meath, 
House  of  Missions,  Enniscorthy,  Ireland. 
10  West  View,  Queenstown,  Co.  Cork. 
Chief  Judicial  Officer,  Port  Moresby,  Papua, 
British  New  Guinea. 


National  Literary  Society 

New  York  Philo-Celtic  Society 

Nic  Gabhann,  Caitlin 

Nic  Gearailt,  Maighread 

Nichols,  Miss  Mary 

Nic  Mhathghamhna  Anita 

Ni  Ogain,  Una 

Nitze,  Prof.  Wm.  A. 

Nixon,  William 

Nolan,  Rev.  Gerald,  m.a 

Noonan,  J.  D. 
Norris,  Rev.  T.  Canon 


6  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dubhn. 

341  West  47th  Street,  New  York,  U.S.A. 

Dangan,  Summerhill,  Co.  Meath. 

Kilmurry,  Lissarda,  Co.  Cork. 

Kilbrack,  Doneraile,  Co.  Cork. 

An  Caol,  Achill,  Co.  Mayo. 

Brockley  Park,  Stradbally,  Queen's  Co. 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 

10  Whitehall  Street,  Dundee. 

St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 

95  Harberton  Road,  Highgate,  London, 

Catholic  Rectory,  Brentwood,  Essex 


N. 


O'Briain,  Padraig 

O'^Brien,  Edward,  m.a. 

O'Brien,  James,  b.a.,  ll.b. 

O'Brien,  Michael 

O'Brien,  Miss  B. 

O'Brien,  Rev.  Denis,  d.ph.,  d.d. 

O 'Byrne,  Owen 

0'B5n-ne,  Patrick 

O'Byrne,  Rev.  Laurence,  pp. 

O 'Byrne,  Wm. 


Ballyferriter,  Dingle,  Co.  Kerry. 
E.  D.  O.,  Custom  House,  DubUn. 
26  Marlboro'  Street,  Derry. 
Ballymakeera,  Macroom,  Co.  Cork. 
N.S.,  Templedigan,  New  Ross,  Co.  Wexford. 
St.  Munchin's  College,  Limerick. 
87  Leinster  Road,  Rathmine?,  Dublin. 
Killybegs,  Co.  Donegal. 
Rush,  Co.  Dublin. 

Druim    Aoibhinn,    New    Road,    Clondalkin, 
Co.  Dublin. 
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NAMES. 

O'Callaghan,  Rev.  D. 
O'Callaghan,  Rev.  T. 
O'Carroll,  J.  T. 
O 'Carroll,  Joseph,  m.d. 
O'Carroll,  Rev.  P. 
O'Cleirigh,  Tadhg 

O'Connell,  John  A 
O'Connell,  Maurice 
O'Connell,  P.,  m.d. 
O'Connell,  T.  F.,  b.a. 
O'Connor,  Michael 

O'Dea,  Rev.  D.,  b.a.,  c.c 

O'Doherty,  Rev.  John,  c.c 

O'Dolan,  James 

O'Donnell,  Dr.  Nicholas  M 

O'Donnell,  Most  Rev.  Dr 

O'Donnell.  P.  H. 

O'Donnell,  Rev.  M. 
O'Donoghue,  Rev.  Philip 
O'Donoghue,  Tadhg 
O'Donovan,  T. 

O'Donovan,  J.  J. 

O'Driscoli,  Rev.  Denis,  p.p 

O'Farrelly,  Miss  A.,  M.A 

O'Flainn,  Miceal 

O'Flynn,  John 

O 'Gallagher,  M. 

O'Gorman,  Rev.  John  J.,  d.c.l., 

O'Gorman,  T. 

O'Hagan,  Dr.  Thomas 

O'Halloran,  Rev.  P.,  c.c 

O'Hegarty,  P.  S. 

O'Hickey,  Rev.  M.,  d.d. 

O'Keeffe.  J.  G. 

O'Keeffe,  Richard 

O'Kelly,  J.  J. 

O' Kelly.  Thomas 

O'Kinealy,  P. 

O'Leary,  H.  J. 

O'Leary,  Jeremiah  W. 

O'Leary,  John 

O'Leary,     Very     Rev.     Peter 

Canon,  p.p. 
O'Liathain,  Sean 
O'Madden,  Patrick  L. 
O'Maoldhomhnaigh,  Ant-Athair 

O'Morain,  Rev.  P.  S.,  c.c 

Onahan,  William  J. 

O'Neill,  Eugene  M. 

O'Neill,  His  Excellency.  The  .... 

O'Rafferty.  Miss  Jeanie 

O'Rahilly,  T.  F. 


ADDRESSES. 

Athy,  Co.  Kildare. 

St.  Bridget's  Church.  South  Omaha.  U.S.A. 

29  Mount  Park  Crescent,  Ealing,  London,  W. 

43  Merrion  Square,  Dublin. 

St.  Brendan's  Seminary,  Killarney, 

19  Regent    Street,    Ascot    Vale,    Victoria, 
Australia. 

St.  Patrick's  Art  Works,  Lower  Rd.,  Cork. 

41  Courthope  Road,  Gospel  Oak,  London. 

Stillorgan  Castle,  Stillorgan,  Co.  Dublin. 

Leamy's  School,  Limerick 

Clooncurra  N.S.,  Lispole,  Co.  Kerry 

The  Cathedral,  Ennis,  Co.  Clare. 

St.  Eugene's,  Derry. 

Ardee,  Co.  Louth. 

160     Victoria     Street,     North     Melbourne. 

Victoria,  Australia. 
Letterkennv,  Co.  Donegal. 
1218     Ashland     Block,     Randolph     Street, 

Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S.A. 
St.  Jarlath's,  Tuam,  Co.  Galway. 
P.  6.  Box  474,  Jefferson,  Texas,  U.S.A. 
Upper  Clonturk  Villa,  Dublin. 
3  St.  Michael's,   Sarsfield   Road,   Inchicore. 

Dublin. 
2  Querin  Villas,  Baliinacurra,  Limerick 
Enniskean,  Co.  Cork. 
National  University,  Dublin. 
Gaelic  League,  Tralee,  Co.  Kerry. 
New  St.,  Carrick-on-Suir,  Co.  Tipperary. 
1027  East  76th  Street,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S. A 
225  Fourth  Avenue,  Ottawa,  Canada. 
49a  King  Street,  Cork. 
Editor,    "The    New    World."    1122    South 

Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S. A 
Corofin,  Co.  Clare. 
6  Merview,  Queenstown,  Ireland. 
ClonUffe  College,  Dublin. 
Glendhu,  Cecil  Park,  Pinner. 
N.S.,  Ballyhooley,  Fermoy,  Co.  Cork. 
13  Smythville,  Clonturk  Park.  Dublin. 
102  Constantine  Rd.,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
Mount  Hall,  Great  Horkesley,  Colchester. 
17  Grantham  Street,  Dublin. 
45  Derby  St.,  Moss  Side,  Manchester. 
Cashel,  Co.  Tipperary. 
Castlelyons,  Co,  Cork. 

St.  Manchan's  House,  Ballycumber,  King'sCo 
Stella  Maris,  Salt  Hill,  Galway. 
O'Brien's  Bridge,  Co.  Clare. 
Ennistymon,  Co.  Clare. 
1254  Macahster  Place,  Chicago,  Ills.,  U.S  A. 

20  East  82nd  Street.  New  York,  U.S.A. 
59  Rua  das  Flores,  Lisbon. 

22  Kenwyn  Rd.,  Clapham,  London,  S.W. 
66  Botanic  Road,  Glasnevin,  Dublin. 
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NAMES. 

O'Reilly.  George 

O'Reilly,  Rev.  John  M.,  c.c 

O'Reilly,     Very     Rev.     Hugh, 
O'Rinn,  Uilliam 
O'Riordan,  E. 

O'Riordan,  Rev.  John,  p.p 

O'Rourke,  Rev.  Andrew 

O'Seochfradha,  P. 

O'Shea,  John 

O'Shea,  John 

O'Shea,  Padraig 

O'Suilleabhain,  Eoghan 

O'Sullivan,  D.  K. 

O'Sullivan,  Daniel 

O'Sullivan,  James 

O'Sullivan,  Michael 

O'Sullivan,  Rev.  A. 

O'Sullivan,  Rev.  T. 

Pedersen,  Dr.  Holger 

Perry,  Rev.  J.  F. 

Phillips,  John,  m.p. 

Plunkett,  Count 

Plunkett,  Thomas 

Pochin,  Miss 

Pokorny,  Dr.  J. 

Poole,  Prof.  Stanley  Lane 

Poulton,  John  J. 

Powel,  Thomas.  Prof,  of  Celtic 

Power,  Rev.  P.,  m.r.i.a. 

Prendergast,  Rev.  E. 

Press,  Mrs.  Muriel  A.  C. 

Prokosch,  Prof.  E. 

Purcell,  Joseph 

P'.irser,  Prof.,  l.c,  f.t.c.d. 

Purtill,  P.  J. 

Quiggin,  Dr.  E.  C. 

Quinlivan,  P. 

Quinn,  John 


ADDRESSES. 

26  Trinity  Street,  Drogheda. 

Carna,  Connemara,  Co.  Galway. 

St.  Colman's  College,  Violet  Hill,  Newry. 

4  SackviUe  Gardens,  Dublin. 

Suite  608  Ashland  Block,  Chicago,  U.S.A. 

Cloyne,  Co    Cork. 

St.  Mary's,  Swinton,  Manchester. 

Gleeson's  Hotel,  Killarney. 

232  Baltic  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Derrincorrin  N.S.,  Adrigole,  Bantry,  Co.  Cork. 

Glengariff,  Co.  Cork. 

34  College  Place.   Camden  Town,   London. 
89  Emmet  Road,  Dublin. 

Caherdaniel.  N.  S.,  Co.  Kerry. 

Rockfield  N.  S.,  Beaufort,  Co.  Kerry. 

Ardeevin,  Claremorris,  Co.  Mayo. 

Abbeydorney,  Co.  Kerry. 

89  Emmet  Place,  Dublin. 

Eleanorsvej  8,  Charlottenslund,  Copenhagen 

Stonor  Park,  Henley-on-Thames. 

House  of  Commons,  S.W. 

26  Upper  Fitzwilham  Street,  Dublin. 

Enniskillen,  Co.  Fermanagh. 

The  Manor  House,  Wigston,  Leicester. 

Vienna  IX.,  Schwarzspanierhof. 

Donganstown,  Wicklow. 

9131  Exchange  Avenue,  Chicago.  U.S.A. 

University  College,  Cardiff. 

University  College,  Cork. 

Carrick-on-Suir,  Co.  Tipperary. 

Avon  Wood.  Stoke  Bishop,  Bristol. 

1155  Edgewood  Avenue,  Madison,  U.S.A. 

Curragower  View,  Newgate,  Limerick. 

35  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
S«-.  John's  Quay    Kilkenny. 
Gonville  and  Caius  College,  Cambridge. 
Inland  Revenue,  Shandon  St.,  Bandon,  Co. 

Cork. 
31  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  U.S.A. 


Redington,  Miss  Matilda 
Redmond,  Owen  J. 

Rhys,  Ernest 

Rhys,  Prof.  Sir  John,  p.c. 

Rice,  Hon.  Mary  Spring 

Rice,  Ignatius  J. 

Robertson,  Wm.  John 

Robinson,  Prof.  F.  N. 

Rolleston,  T.  W. 

Ross,  Mrs, 

Rushe,  Denis  Carolan,  Solr. 

Ryan,  Mark,  m.d. 

Ryan,  Rev.  P.  C. 
Ryan,  Rev.  T.  E. 
Ryan,  W.  P. 


....  Kilcoran,  Oranmore,  Co.  Galway. 

....  4   Up.   Northwood   Avenue,   North  Strand, 

Dublin. 
...    48  West  Heath  Drive,  Golders  Green,  N.W. 
....   Jesus  College,  Oxford. 
....  Mount  Trenchard,  Foynes,  Co.  Limerick. 
....  Roselawn,  Ballybrack,  Co.  Dublin. 
....  14  Bridge  Street,  Manchester. 
...  Harvard  University, Cambridge,Mass.. U.S. A 
...  meld,16PrinceArthurRd.,Hampstead,N.W 
....  66  Fitzwilham  Square,  Dublin. 
....  Far-Meehul,  Monaghan. 
....  53    Pembridge   Villas,    Notting    Hill    Gate, 

London,   W. 
....  Fethard,   Co.  Tipperary. 
....  P.  O.  Box  93,   Harrisville,   R.I.,  U.S.A. 
....  18  Ellerdale  Road,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
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NAMES. 

Scanlan,  Joseph,  m.d. 

Scannell,  Rt.  Rev,  Richard     .... 

Schick,  Dr.  J. 

Sephton,  Rev.  John 

Seton,  Malcolm  C. 

Shahan,  Very  Rev,  Thos.  J.,d.d. 

Shaw,  Thomas  J. 

Sheehan,  .\ld.  J.,  j.p, 

Sheehan,  John 

Sheehan,  Most  Rev.  R.  A.,  d.d, 

Sheehan,  Rev.  M. 

Shekleton,  J.  Jno. 

Sheran,  Hugh  F. 

Skrine,  F.  H. 

Slatter  &  Rose 

Smith,  Rev.  Geo.  Nuttall 

Smyth,  F.  Acheson 

Smyth,  Rev.  H.  P. 

Stack,  D. 

St,  Joseph's,  Dundalk 


ADDRESSES. 

511  Duke  Street,  Glasgow. 

Bishop  of  Omaha,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  U.S.A. 

4  Ainmiller  Strasse,  Munich,  Germany, 

90  Huskisson  St.,  Liverpool. 

13  Clarendon  Rd.,  Holland  Park,  London,W. 

Catholic  University,  Washington,  U.S.A. 

La  Mancha,  Belvedere,  Mulhngar,  Ireland. 

110  Mortimer  Rd.,   Kingsland,  London.  N, 

WilUam  Street,  Fermoy,  Co.  Cork. 

Bishop's  House,  John's  Hill,  Waterford, 

St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth. 

37  Dalmore  Rd.,West  Dulwich,  London,  S.E. 

46  Woodbine  St..  Roxbury,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

147  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Mitre  House,  16  High  Street,  Oxford. 

Kelly  Rectory,  Lifton,  Devon. 

45  Dartmouth  Square,  Leeson  Park,  Dublin, 

Corner     Oak     Avenue     and     Lake     Street, 

Evanston,  Ills. 
41  Elsham  Road,  Holland  Park,  London,  W, 
per  The  Rector. 


Talbot-Crosbie,  Bligh 
Thompson,  Miss  E.  Skefhngton 
Thurneysen,  Prof.  Dr.  Rudolf 
Tierney,  Rev.  C,  b.d. 

Tierney,  Rev.  John,  d.ph 

Todhunter,  Dr.  John 
Townshend,  Miss  C.  M. 
Treacy,  John 

Trench,  Miss  Margaret  Chenevix 
Trench,  W.  F. 
Twigg,  John  Hill 
Twomej^  D.  Ryan 


Ardfert  Abbey,  Co.  Kerry, 

Glenelly,  Chislehurst,  Kent. 

Universitat,  Freiburg-in- Baden,  Germany. 

Ballyshannon,  Co,  Donegal. 

Naas,  Co.  Kildare. 

Orchardcroft,  Bedford  Park,  London,  W. 

Castle  Townshend,  Co.  Cork. 

P.O.  Station  U.,  103rd  Street  and  3rd  Avenue 

New  York,  U.S.A. 
9  Radnor  Park  West,  Folkestone. 
Downshire  Lodge,  Blcssington,  Co,  W^icklow. 
Harlow  Manor  House,  Harrogate,  Yorks, 
1231    Unity    Buildings,    127    N.    Dearborn 

Street,  Chicago,  Ills. 


Ua  Ceanain,  S.  F. 
Ua  Concheanaiun,  T, 
Ua  Fachtna,  Uilliam 
Ua  Tallamhain,  Seam  us 
Unthank,  H.\W. 
Unwin,  T,  Fisher 


Ballinalee,  Edgeworthstown,  Ireland, 

Lios  na  Mara,  Bothar  na  Tragha,  Galway. 

Alt  Mhin,  Cregagh,  Belfast. 

Sliabh  Bhaile  na  gCailleach,  Co.  Meath. 

12a  Fieldsway  House,  Highbury,  London  N. 

1  Adelphi  Terrace,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


V'endryes,  Professor  J, 


85  Rue  d'Assas,  Paris, 


Walker,  Charlton,  b.a. 
Walsh.  D.  F. 
Walsh,   Most   Rev,   Dr. 
Walsh,  Rev.  Paul 
Walsh,  Rev,  R.  F.,  c,c, 
Walshe,  M,  C,  j.p. 


Guest  House,  Isle  of  Caldey,  Tenby,  S.  Wales, 

Freemount,  Charleville,  Co,  Cork. 

Archbishop's  House,  Drumcondra,  Dublin. 

St,  Finian's  College,  Mullingar, 

Ruskey,  Gortin,  Co,  Tyrone. 

10  Thayer  St.,  Manchester  Square,London,W. 
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NAMES. 

Ward,  John  C. 

Waters,  George,  A.,  Fleet-Sur- 
geon, R.N. 
Watson,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Carmichael 
Webster,  K.  G.  T. 
Weldrick,  George 
Westropp,  T.  J.,  m.a.,  m.r.i.a. 
Wheeler,  Miss  Ethel  Rolt 
White,  Col.,  J.  Grove,  t.p.,  d.l. 
White,  Rev.  H.  F.,  cm 

White,  Wm.  Grove 
Whitworth,  Mrs.  Mary 
Williams,  David 
Williams,  Richard  R. 

Williams,  T.  W. 
Wilson,  Rev.  T.,  c.c. 
Windisch,  Prof.  Dr.  Ernest     .... 
Wood,  Alexander 
Woodstock  College 

Woulfe,  Rev.  Patrick,  c.c 

Wrisht.  A.  R. 


ADDRESSES. 

St.  Eunan's  College,  Letterkenny,  Ireland. 
H.M.S.     "Drake,"    5th    Cruiser    Squadron, 

Gibraltar. 
17  Merchiston  Avenue,  Edinburgh. 
Gerry's  Landing,  Cambridge,  Mass,  U.S.A. 
40  Park  Avenue,  Sandymount,  Co.  Dublin 
115  Strand  Rd.,  Sandymount,  Co.  Dublin. 
59  Stradella  Rd.,  Heme  Hill,  London,  S.E. 
Kilbyrne,  Doner aile,  Co.  Cork. 
Mount  Hope  Retreat,  Arlington,  Baltimore, 

Maryland,  U.S.A. 
13  Upper  Ormond  Quay,  Cork. 
An  Grianan,  Blackrock,  Dundalk. 
437  Eleventh  Avenue,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
252    Ridgewood    Ave.,    Glen    Ridge,    New 

Jersey,  U.S.A. 
Bank  Chambers,  Corn  Street,  Bristol. 
Ballyhooley,  Co.  Cork, 
c/o  Otto  Harrassowitz,  Leipzig. 
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Libraries. 


Aberdeen,  University  Library 


per  P.   J.  Anderson,   Librarian. 


Baillie's  Institntion 

Belfast  Free  Public  Library 

Belfast  Library  and  Society  for  Pro- 
moting Knowledge  (Linen  Hall 
Library) . 

Belfast,  Queen's  L^niversity  Library 

Berlin,  Royal  Library 

Birmingham  Public  Library 
Blackrock,  Carnegie  Free  Library    .. 
Bonn,  Konigliche  Universitats 

Bibliothek. 
Boston  Public  Library,  Mass. 


per  J.  C.  Ewing,  Librarian,  153  West 

Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 
Royal  Avenue,  Belfast, 
per    F.    J.    P.    Burgoyne,    Librarian, 

Donegall  Square,  North,  Belfast. 

per  Librarian,  Belfast. 

per   Asher   and   Co.,    14   Bedford   St.. 

Coven t  Garden,  W.C. 
RatcUff  Place,  Birmingham. 
Blackrock,  Co.  Dublin. 
M.  Ermann,  Direcktor. 

per  Bernard  Quaritch,  11  Gratton  St., 
New  Bond  Street,  London.,  W. 


California  University  Library 

Cardiff  Central  Library 
Chicago  Public  Library 

Chicago,  University  Library 
Christiania,  University  Librar}' 


Concord,  State  Library 

Copenhagen,  Royal  Library 
Cork,  Carnegie  Free  Library 
Cork,  University  College  Library 


per  Stevens   and   Brown,    4   Trafalgar 

Square,  W.C. 
per  Librarian,  Cardiff,  South  Wales, 
per    Stevens    &    Brown,    4    Trafalgar 

Square,  London,  W.C. 
per  Stevens  &   Brown, 
per   Cammermeyers    Boghandel,    Karl 

Johans     Gade,     41.-43,     Christiania, 

Norway. 
Arthur  H.  Chase,  Librarian,   Concord 

N.H.,  U.S.A. 
Copenhagen,  Denmark 
per  Librarian,   Anglesea  St.,   Cork, 
per  Librarian. 


Dresden,    Konigliche   Oeffentliche 

Bibliothek 
Dublin,  Trinity  College  Library 
Dundalk,  Free  Library 


per    Simpkin,   ]\Tarshall   &    Co.,    Ltd., 
31-32  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 
per  A.  de  Burgh,  Librarian. 
St.  Leonard's,  Chapel  Lane,  Dundalk. 


Edinburgh  Public  Library 
Edinburgh  University  Library 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library 


per  Hew  Morrison,  Librarian. 

per    J.    Thin,     54-55     South    Bridge, 

Edinburgh, 
per  E.  G.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Grape 

St.,   Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W\C. 


Freiburg-in-Baden,  Grossherzogliche-  per  Asher  &   Co.,   14  Bedford   Street, 
Bibliothek  ....       Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
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Galway,  University  College  Library 
■Glasgow,  The  Mitchell  Library 
Grosvenor  Public  Librarv^ 


per  Hodges,  Figgis  &  Co.,  104  Grafton 

Street,  Dublin, 
per   F.   T.   Barrett,    Librarian,   North 

St.,  Glasgow, 
per    Stevens    &    Brown,    4    Trafalgar 

Square,  W.C. 


Harvard  College  Librarv 


Johns  Hopkins  University  Library, 
Baltimore,  U.S.A. 


per  E.  J.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Grape 
St.,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C. 

per  E.  G.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


Kilkenny,  Carnegie  Free  Library     ....  per  Ed.  MacSweeney,  Librarian. 
King's  Inn,  Dublin.  Hon.  Society  of     per  Hodges,  Figgis  &  Co.,  104  Grafton 

Street,  Dublin. 


Leeds,  Central  Public  Library 
Leipzig  University,  Library  of 


per  T.  W.  Hand,  Librarian, 
per  Otto  Harrassotwiz,   Leipzig. 


Limerick,  Carnegie  Free  Library 
Liverpool  Public  Library 
London  Library 

London,  University  College 


per  J.  P.  McNamara,  Director. 

per  C.  Co  well.  Librarian. 

per  C.  J.  Hagbert  Wright,  Librarian. 

St.  James's  Square,  S.W. 
per  Librarian.  Gower  St..  W.C 


Manchester  Free  Library 
Meadville  Theological  School  Library 
Mechanics'  Institute 
Melbourne,  Public  Library 

Mercantile  Library 

Meyrick  Library 

Missouri  University  Library 

Munich  Roval  Librarv 


per  C.  W.  Sutton.  Librarian,  King 
Street,  Manchester. 

per  Stetchert  &  Co.,  2  Star  Yard, 
Carey  St.,  W.C. 

57  Post  Street,  San  Francisco.  Cal., 
U.S.A. 

(E.  C.  Armstrong,  Librarian),  per 
Agent-General  tor  Victoria,  Mel- 
bourne Place,  Strand,  W.C. 

per  T.  Wilson  Hedley,  Librarian. 
10th  St.,  above  Chestnut  St..  Phila- 
delphia. Pa.,  U.S.A. 

per  E.  E.  Genner,  Librarian,  Jesus 
College,   Oxford. 

per  Stetchert  &  Co.,  2  Star  Yard,  Carey 
St.,  W.C. 

per  Asher  &  Co.,  14  Bedford  Street, 
Covent  Grrden,  W.C. 


National  Library  of  Ireland 

National  Library  of  Wales 
Newberry  Library.  Chicago 

New  York  Public  Library 

North  Carolina  University  Library 

Northwestern  University  Library, 

Evanston,  U.S.A. 
Nottingham  Free  Public  Library 


per  Hodges,  Figgis  &  Co.,  104  Grafton 

Street,  DubUn. 
per  Librarian,  Aberystwyth,  Wales. 
per    Stevens    &    Brown,    4    Trafalgar 

Square,  W.C. 
per  Stevens  &  Brown. 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carohna,  U.S.A. 
per    Stevens    &    Brown,    4    Trafalgar 

Square,  W.C. 
St.  Peter's  Church  Side,  Nottingham. 
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Ottawa,  Library  of  Parliament 


per  E.  G.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Grape 
St.,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C 


Paris,  Bibliotheque  Nationale 
Philadelphia  Free  Library 


per  Simpkin  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  31 
&  32  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.G. 

per  Stevens  &  B^o^vn,  4  Trafalgar 
Square,  W.C. 


Royal  DubUn  Society 

Royal  Irish  Academy 
Rylands  Library,  John 


per  Hodges,  Figgis  &  Co.,  104  Grafton 

Street,  Dublin, 
per  Hodges,  Figgis  &  Co. 
per  H.  Guppy,  Librarian,  Deansgate, 

Manchester. 


Strassburg,  KaiserUche  Universitats    Strassburg,  Germany, 
und  Landes  Bibhothek 


Taylor  Institution,  Oxford 
Toronto  Library 


per  Parker  &  Son.  27  Broad  St..  Oxford, 
per  Messrs.  Cazenove  dc  Co.,  26  Hen- 
rietta St.,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


Uppsala,  Library  of  the  Royal 
University. 


.,  Akademiska  Bokhandeln.  Uppsala. 


Vienna  Imperial  Library 
Vienna  University  Library 


....  per    Asher    &    Co..    14    Bedford    St. 

Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
....  per    Asher    &    Co 


Wales,  University  College  oi 


••  P^^  J-  ^-  Williams,  Librarian,  Aberyst- 


Washington,  Library  of  Congress 


wyth. 
per    Stetchert    &    Co.,    2    Star   Yard, 
Carey  St.,   W.C. 
Watkinson  Library,  Hartford,  U.S.A.  per  E.  G.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Grape 

St.,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C. 
Worcester  Public  Library,  Mass.,     ....  per  Kegan  Paul,  Trench  &  Co.,  68-74 
U.S.A.  Carter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Yale  University  Library 


per  E.  J.  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Grape- 
St.,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C. 
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List  of  Irish 
Text  Society's  Publications. 


{Issued  1899.     Out  of  print). 

(i.)  gioiUA  x\n  piu5^.    [The  Lad  of  the  Ferule], 

e^ccfA  Ctomne  tlig  ha  n-lojAUAi-oe  [Adventures  of  the 
Children  of  the   King  of  Norway]. 

(16th  and  17th  century  texts). 
Edited  by   DOUGLAS   HYDE,   LL.D. 


(Issued  1899.     Out  of  print). 

(2.)  pie-o  DtMct^en-o  [The  Feast  of  Bricria]. 

(From  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhre,  with  conclusion  from 
Gaelic  MS.  XL.  Advocates'  Lib.,  and  variants  from  B.  M. 
Egerton,  93  ;  T.C.D.  H.  3.  17  ;  Leyden  Univ.,  Is  Vossii  lat. 

4^  7). 

Edited  by  GEORGE  HENDERSON,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 


(Issued  1900.     Out  of  print.     See  New  Edition). 

(3.)  XiAwzA  Aox)A5Ain   tli  tlx\txMUe    [The  Poems  of  Egan 
O'Rahilly].     Complete  Edition. 

Edited,   chiefly   from   mss.    in   Maynooth   College,   by 
REV.  P.  S.  DINNEEN,  M.A. 
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[Issued  1911.)     {SeeNo.?>.) 
(3A.)  New  Edition  of  the  Poems  of  Egan  O'Rahilly. 

Revised  by  TADHG  O'DONOGHUE   [JZa-os  O  'Oonnc.\-6A) 
and  REV.  P.  S.  DINNEEN,  M.A. 


[Issued  1901.) 
{4.)  potior  tTeAfA  A\<  ei|\inn     [History  of  Ireland].    By 
Geoffrey  Keating. 
Edited  by  DAVID  COMYN,  Esq.,  M.R.I.A. 
(Part  I.  formed  the  Society's  volume  for  1901.) 


[Issued  1904.) 
(5.)  CxMt|\eim   Cons^Mi   cuitMngms,  preserved  in  a  paper 
MS.  of  the  seventeenth  centur}',  in  the  Royal 
Irish  Academy  (23  H.  i  C.) 
Edited  by  PATRICK  M.   MacSWEENEY,   M.A. 


[Issued  1907.) 
(6.)  The  Irish  Version  of  Virgil's  /Eneid  from  the  Book 
of  Ballymote. 
Edited  by  REV.  GEORGE  CALDER,  B.D. 


[Issued  1908.) 
(7.)  X>viAWA\x<e  pi  tin.  [Ossianic  Poems  from  the  Library 
of  the  Franciscan  Monastery,   Dublin]. 
Edited  by   Professor   JOHN   MacNEILL,   B.A. 


[Issued  1908.) 
(8  and  9.)  Vols.  II.  and  III.  of  Keating's  Histor}^  of 
Ireland. 
Edited  by  REV.  P.  S.  DINNEEN,  M.A. 
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[Issued  1909.) 
(lo.)  Two   Arthurian    Romances    [e^ccpxji   m^cxioirri    Axy 

Edited  by  Professor  R.  A.  S.  MacALISTER,  M.A 


(Issued  1910.) 
(ii.)  Poems  of  David  O'Bruadair.     (Part  I 
Edited  by  REV.  J.  MacERLEAN,  SJ. 


[Issued  1913.) 
(i2.)  Buile  Suibhne  Geilt,  A  Middle-Irish  Romance. 
Edited  by  J.  G.  O'KEEFFE. 


[Issued  1913.) 
(13.)  Poems  of  David  O'Bruadair.     (Part  II.) 
Edited  by  REV.  J.  MacERLEAN,  S.J. 


[Issued  1914.) 
(14.)  An  Irish  Astronomical  Tract,  based  in  part  on  a 
Mediaeval  Latin  version  of  a  work  by  Mess- 
ahalah. 
Edited  by  MAURA  POWER  M.A., 


FOR  VOLUMES    IN    PREPARATION 

See  pages  3-4. 

The  Society's  Larger  and  Smaller  Irish-English  Dic- 
tionaries, edited  by  Rev.  P.  S.  Dinneen,  M.A., 
price,  respectively,  7/6  net  (member's  price  6/-) 
and  2/6  net,  can  be  had  of  all  Booksellers. 
Members  must  apply  direct  to  the  Hon.  Sec.  to 
obtain  the  Larger  Dictionary  at  the  reduced 
price. 
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